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What is the 
market doing 

in 2025?

Ask the 
team that 
KNOW!!

of�ce@treeaesthetics.com.au  www.treeaesthetics.com.au

Opening Hours 
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday 

  Lot 10 Talbot Road Hazelmere
(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

OOpening Ho rs

BACK IN BACK IN 
STOCK!!STOCK!!

Place your FIREWOOD ORDER NOW!!Place your FIREWOOD ORDER NOW!!

Call us now 9250 6599Call us now 9250 6599

PICK-UP OR DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLEPICK-UP OR DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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Combat Combat 
athletes score athletes score 

two wins in two wins in 
two weekstwo weeks

PG 4PG 4

Private Private 
owners called owners called 

to protect to protect 
wildlifewildlife

PG 11 PG 11 

Planning for Planning for 
disaster with disaster with 
pillowcase pillowcase 
workshopworkshop

Stirk Park hosts Unite for the JarrahStirk Park hosts Unite for the Jarrah
Last Saturday morning, people gathered for the Unite for the Jarrah event at Kalamunda’s Stirk Park to 
raise awareness about the threatened Northern Jarrah Forest and also smash a world record.

Picture: Donna Chapman
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citizens
advice
bureau

Citizens
Advice Bureau
MIDLAND

• Information & Referral Service

• Legal Advice (by appointment)

• Legal Aid Virtual Of�ce  
(Appointments made via 9261 6376)

• Justice of the Peace  
(Monday and Tuesday 10am–1pm)

Tuckers Arcade
Shop 6, 4 Old Great Northern Highway 
MIDLAND WA 6056
Phone: 9271 2500
Email: midland@cabwa.com.au
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I’ll ensure you’re not  
undersold in the Swan Valley.

Ask me. 
Natalie Arnold
0423 945 159

y

Ask me. 
NNNaNaN talie Arnold
0004040 23 945 159

Always in front!

Guaranteed to reach your  
target audience.

Printed weekly edition reaching  
35 suburbs with 80 bulk stands.

Online web presence with 1.2 million  
hits in the last 12 months.

Weekly email to all subscribers  
with local news and events.

sales@echo-news.com  I  editorial@echo-news.com   
Suite 4, 9 The Avenue, Midland  I  9374 6666 

Watch-out for job scams that 
hope to steal your money, rather 
than make you any.

Social media or encrypted mes-
sage platforms like WhatsApp or 
Telegram are currently flooded 
with job scams, offering easy em-
ployment online with no experi-
ence needed and the added benefit 
of working from home.

WA ScamNet has already re-
ceived many reports of these 
scams this year. The victims have 
lost over $200,000 in total.

The phony jobs require people 
to perform tasks for a commission, 
such as leaving fake ‘five star’ re-
views on food delivery services 
apps and online shopping plat-
forms, or liking and following so-
cial media accounts. Some people 
are asked to purchase products be-
fore leaving a false review, so they 
appear as a ‘verified buyer’.

Victims often have to send evi-
dence of their ‘work’ to an ‘audi-
tor’ (i.e. scammer), and they are 
led to believe they are helping a 
business’ profile with their fake 
positive reviews. But it’s got noth-
ing to do with the reviews, it’s 
about scamming you out of your 
hard-earned money. 

Scammers will request money 
through bank transfer or crypto 
currency to cover taxes, keep your 
account active or to cover conver-
sion rates when paying out your 
‘earnings’.

They will be encouraged to cre-
ate an account where they are often 
asked to provide forms of identifi-
cation as well. 

If you think you have fallen prey 
to a job scam, cease and block all 
contact with the scammers, con-
tact your bank and report to WA 
ScamNet – scamnet.wa.gov.au 

Beware the trap - work from home scams 
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ECHO News

The Echo reserves the 
right to edit letters for 
length, legal reasons 
or clarity. The opinions 
expressed do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the 
Echo. All letters must 
contain  the author’s 
full name, address and 
phone number for veri-
fication purposes.

Thought for the day
“Vitality shows not only in the ability to per-
sist but in the ability to start over.”        
                                 — F Scott Fitzgerald

Ray Owen
seating
an issue
Dear Echo News,
I recently went to the 
Ray Owen facility in 
Lesmurdie to watch my 
grandkids play basket-
ball.  

It was my first vis-
it this year, and I was 
astounded by what has 
happened to the seating.  

Half of the benches 
at either end of the first 

four courts have been 
removed and replaced 
with about four rows of 
plastic chairs.  

Seating is probably 
sufficient for the week-
ly games, but I was 
wondering what will 
happen, and where will 
all the spectators sit 
when it is finals time?  

Someone mentioned 
that the benches were 
removed because they 
were considered to be 
too dangerous!  

I’ve been attending 
as far back as the 90’s 
when my own sons 
were playing, and in all 
that time, I don’t think 
I have ever heard of a 
serious accident having 
happened.  

Nor have I heard of 
any serious injuries.  I 
think having removed 
the benches, which ca-
tered to a huge number 
of spectators, has total-
ly ruined the otherwise 
fantastic facility in the 
Perth Hills.
I Sanderson
Kalamunda 

Bullwinkel
Election
signage
Dear Echo News,
As soon as the feder-
al election date is an-
nounced, expect Bull-
winkel to be inundated 
with political signage.

It is timely to re-
mind all candidates and 
councils that it is an 
offence to post or main-
tain any portable sign 
on a carriageway where 
the speed limit exceeds 
70kph, in particular 
Welshpool Road East, 
Roe Highway, Great 
Eastern Highway and 
Toodyay Road.

It is also an offence 
to place or maintain any 
portable sign within one 
metre of a carriageway.

It will be interesting 
to see how many can-
didates blatantly flout 
these regulations and if 
so, will councils do an-
ything about it.
D Keirnan    
Lesmurdie

Keep the
Sheep
concerns
Dear Echo News,
As a local resident, I re-
cently read your article 
Keep the Sheep blitzes 
Bullwinkel (Echo News, 
February 21). 

I would like to re-
mind your readers that 
RSPCA research shows 
that 78 per cent of Aus-
tralians want this indus-
try to end, with a just 
transition for farmers 
and the regions, includ-
ing 71 per cent of West-
ern Australians and 69 
per cent of Australians 
in regional areas (Mc-
Crindle 2023). 

The chilled meat 
trade is already bigger 
than live export – in 
2022-23 chilled and 
frozen sheep meat ex-
ports earned $4.5 bil-
lion compared to $85 
million for live sheep 
exports. 

Live sheep export 
has decreased, only 
accounting for 0.1 per 
cent of Australia’s agri-
cultural exports, which 
means last year, only 
570,000 sheep were ex-
ported, down from over 

6m in 2002.
People who care for 

animals are not op-
posed to agriculture, 
primary production or 
farmers. We want a just, 
economically support-
ed transition for those 
farmers who rely on 
live export.

We are opposed to 
the long sea voyages 
animals are made to en-
dure.

There is no econom-
ic or welfare reason for 
the unsustainable live 
export practice to con-
tinue.
A Campbell
Greenmount

With Commissioner for Consumer Protection Trish Blake
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Weedy wattles still a worry in Mundaring
SHIRE of Mundaring has turned to Western 
Power to address residents’ concerns about the 
fire risk build-up of weedy wattle along road 
verges, particularly under power lines.

Residents Rob Greenwood and his wife Jacqueline 
Bousfield called on the shire to implement an envi-
ronmental management control plan in consultation 
with Western Power to remove the weedy wattle in 
the area.

Mr Greenwood said he was motivated to raise this 
issue with the shire after a conversation he had with 
a contractor who was coppicing Flinders Range wat-
tles along Riley Road last October.

He asked if the contractor could cut the wattles to 
the ground and the contractor said, “We’re not al-
lowed to do that.”

Mr Greenwood said he’d replied for less than the 
cost of what you’re doing coppicing them, get rid of 
them.

Ten years ago, an environmental scientist who is 
based in the hills Simon Cherriman wrote a story ex-
plaining the dangers associated with weedy wattles.

Mr Cherriman said the weed was problematic be-
cause it tended to become the dominant plant species 
which eventually resulted in a monoculture native 
system.

“But the reason it’s a problem in this case is that 
many of these weedy species are extremely flamma-
ble and grow extremely tall and become a greater fire 
risk compared to the native system that was there,” 
he said.

“What motivated me to write that article was the 
daily reminders about a sick landscape.

“I’m constantly looking at the composition of the 
vegetation in the communities that we’re living in.

“Looking at the trees, the shrubs and the ground 
cover and whether each of those forest layers is com-
posed of native trees and shrubs and grasses or intro-
duced ones.

“At the time, and obviously since then, it’s become 
very obvious that many parts of our landscape are 
being invaded by weeds.”

He said it is still an ongoing issue because resourc-
es haven’t been properly allocated to resolve it.

“It’s quite difficult to address because there’s so 
many weeds out there and only so many people and 
labour options to get rid of them.

“But also, it has spread across different tenures and 

so it becomes complex with regards to responsibility.
“Is it private landowners, is it local government, is 

it Main Roads?”
A Western Power spokesperson said manageme-

ment of vegetation is done in accordance with Build-
ing and Energy guidelines.

“Management of the vegetation around powerlines 
is a shared responsibility between property owners, 
local governments and Western Power.”

The shire decided no further action would be taken 
as it was already liaising with Western Power, and 
weed control and environmental plans were already 
outlined in the local biodiversity strategy (LBS).

In the LBS 2023-2030, it is acknowledged that 
weeds affect bushfire fuel loads and can have nega-
tive environmental impacts.

According to the report it is impossible to eradi-
cate all weed species.

“Shire resources and weed control efforts must be 
directed to weeds that have worse impacts such as 
rapid spreading, or increased bushfire risk.

Mr Cherriman is calling for more action to be un-
dertaken from both the shire and residents to address 
this problem. 

“We need more people aware of the really signif-
icant fire risk these plants are to our landscape, we 
need more resources allocated by all of the people 
concerned, especially the shire, but also other util-
ities and greater incentives to private land owners.” 

Weedy wattles at the Shire of Mundaring 
growing tall below power lines and posing 
a fire risk. Picture: Simon Cherriman

CINDY CARTOJANO

Swan council votes for Henley Brook Ave enviro study 
CITY of Swan councillors have 
voted for an environmental as-
sessment of the whole of the 
alignment of the proposed Hen-
ley Brook Avenue from south of 
Asturian Drive to Reid High-
way.

A motion put forward by coun-
cillor Jennifer Catalano at the 
March 12 ordinary council meet-
ing also included that Urban Bush-
land Council and Swan Valley 
Ratepayers & Residents Associa-
tion members be involved in the 
drafting of the terms of reference 
for the environmental assessment.

The council vote was 9-5 with 
Swan Valley Gidgegannup ward 
councillor Rod Henderson leav-
ing the council chamber while the 
item was under discussion after 
declaring a proximity interest as 
he owns land adjacent to the pro-
posed road development.

The officers report presented to 
the council meeting said city staff 
supported the motion as it would 
allow a comprehensive environ-
mental assessment to be undertak-
en for the proposed Henley Brook 
Avenue.

Cr Catalano said there had been 
no comprehensive environmental 
studies undertaken for the Henley 
Brook Avenue alignment area.

She said the Worley Parsons 
Henley Brook Avenue Reserva-
tion Review 2013 recommended 
‘field surveys to investigate vege-
tation and flora (were) undertaken 
to ground-truth dataset mapping’ 
and more specific investigation 
of such matters as storm and 

groundwater discharge into water-
ways including the river, impacts 
on remnant vegetation including 
Bush Forever 200 site, acid sul-
phate soils and potential impacts 
to matters of environmental sig-
nificance with none of them done 
to date.

“The 1994 EPA submission and 
formal advice on the North East-
ern Corridor Amendment did not 
provide specific environmental 
data regarding the impact on the 
environment of the proposed HBA 
construction,’’ she said.

“Assessment of the whole pro-
ject area has to be undertaken as 
assessment in sections does not 
reveal the overall environmental 
impact of the construction of Hen-
ley Brook Avenue from Asturian 
Drive to Reid Highway.’’

Cr Catalano said it was already 
known there were sensitive areas 
in the path of the proposed Henley 

Brook Avenue such as conserva-
tion category Pannage wetlands 
where the road would stand 7m 
high within 10m of the edge of the 
wetland but it was also necessary 
to identify and assess the impact 
the road would have on the wet-
land.

“We need to identify the impact 
the road will have on the ecology 
and future preservation of Bush 
Forever site, the impact on ecolog-
ical link 32, black cockatoo habi-
tat, future hydrology, flooding and 
drainage in the adjacent suburban 
and Swan Valley areas, including 
the effect of clearing via retention 
basins, culverts and drainage on 
waterways such as St Leonards 
Creek and other creek corridors,’’ 
she said.

“We need to know if there are 
any other environmental quali-
ties not yet identified and identify 
where wildlife corridors should be 

placed if this road is ultimately ap-
proved.”

The officer’s report said at the 
March 17, 2021 ordinary meeting 
councillors resolved to put on hold 
all works and land resumptions in 
relation to Henley Brook Avenue 
south of Park Street, with the ex-
ception of traffic modelling.

“As such, staff have not been 
able to progress environmental 
assessments or review and update 
designs for the section of Hen-
ley Brook Avenue south of Park 
Street,’’ the report said.

“As the March 17, 2021 resolu-
tion put all works on hold includ-
ing land resumptions, significant 
portions of the land are not owned 
or controlled by the city.

“If the city does not receive 
owner approval and cannot access 
these land parcels, the investiga-
tion and assessment may be lim-
ited.’’

The report said it was not nor-
mal practice to involve commu-
nity groups in drafting terms of 
reference for the study, although it 
could be accommodated.

The city said a detailed cost 
estimate of such a study had not 
been undertaken but funds could 
be included in the 2025-26 draft 
budget.

In Henley Brook extension 
questioned (Echo News, February 
21) the Swan Valley Ratepayers 
and Residents Association (in re-
sponse to Henley Brook Avenue 
Construction Starts (Echo News, 
February 7) said even if the road 
was to go all the way to Reid 
Highway they were not aware that 
federal government approval for 
removal of significant remnant 
banksia bushland along the route 
had been received, nor was there 
approval to encroach on the Pan-
nage wetlands.

ANITA McINNES

City of Swan councillor Jennifer Catalano says environ-
mental assessment of the whole Henley Brook Avenue 
needs to be undertaken. Picture: Guanhao Cheng
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Neat �tting, secure and smart, these tough, UV stabilised 
polycarbonate pet doors are the answer to everyone’s dreams.

Visit our website and use the simple size guide to �nd the perfect pet door.

Mandurah 9520 8610 I Metro 9250 5580

 Glen Howard is your Glass Fitting 
and Repair Specialist. Servicing the 

Perth and Hills areas 
for just over 40 years!

• Shower Screens • Custom mirrors 
• 24hr Emergency glass repair 

• Shopfronts & Of�ces
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Stirk Park hosts Unite for the Jarrah
LAST Saturday morning, people gath-
ered for the Unite for the Jarrah event at 
Kalamunda’s Stirk Park to raise aware-
ness about the threatened Northern Jar-
rah Forest and at the same time, smash a 
world record. 

The Wilderness Society WA (WSWA) 
tallied more than 400 people in attendance 
at the event with some joining virtually 
from New Zealand and Thailand.

WSWA senior campaigner Jenita Enev-
oldsen said over the past 60 years there 
had been bauxite mining which started off 
at around 1ha per year but now, Alcoa was 
seeking to expand by 7500ha.

“The jarrah forest is imminently under 
threat,” she said. 

“So, we wanted to raise awareness about 
that.”

Miss Enevoldsen said the event organis-
ers at WSWA wanted to incorporate mental 
health and wellbeing to reflect the feeling 
of relaxation and calmness associated with 

being in the forest.
“We thought a great connection is to ac-

tually do some yoga in a park and see if we 
can get as many individuals doing the tree 
pose as possible, at the same time, simulta-
neously.

“And if we could do that, we might be 
able to break the world record.”

The current record is 114 participants, ac-
cording to the Worldwide Book of Records. 

Although WSWA is still waiting for a 
committee to verify numbers, Miss Enev-
oldsen said she is confident they have at 
least tripled the current record. 

“Standing together in the tree pose was 
more than a yoga world record,” Miss 
Enevoldsen said.

“It was a powerful symbol of unity for the 
Northern Jarrah Forest.

“This forest is a globally significant eco-
system, and yet it’s disappearing before our 
eyes.”

Alcoa’s restoration of the jarrah forest 
was reviewed in a paper published in the 
scientific journal Restoration Ecology. 

The researchers concluded, “The 2-star 
rating of restoration against Alcoa’s 4-star 
medium-term goal and poor to declining 
trajectory means that restoration areas do 
not return to a state similar to the native 
reference ecosystem, improve over longer 
timeframes, nor show sustained improved 
outcomes from adaptive management pro-
cesses.”

Miss Enevoldsen said WSWA is calling 
on WA decision makers to end forest min-
ing and deliver commitments for a network 
of protected areas across the state.

“What we’re really seeking is for the fed-
eral government to deliver on their commit-
ment to prioritise nature,” she said.

“What we’re seeing is because decision 
making for mining happens on a state level, 
the Western Australian government is the 
key decision maker.

“But when threatened species of national 
environmental significance are going to be 
affected, that’s when the federal govern-
ment become decision makers.” 

According to the Department of Climate 

Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water (DCCEEW), Australia’s environ-
ment is protected under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act. 

“The EPBC Act requires actions that are 
likely to have a significant impact on mat-
ters of national environmental significance 
to be approved before they can proceed,” a 
DPCCEEW spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, last Tuesday Liberal Sena-
tor Michaelia Cash accused Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese of misleading Western 
Australians after Labor recommitted to na-
ture positive laws. 

Senator Cash said the laws would impact 
mining and agricultural sectors as well as 
WA families. 

“It is estimated that Mr Albanese’s nature 
positive, mining negative laws will increase 
the costs of housing by 10.6 per cent and in-
crease electricity prices by 38 per cent. This 
would be a disaster for Western Australian 
families during a cost-of-living crisis,” Sen-
ator Cash said. 

CINDY CARTOJANO

Residents stand tall for WA’s jarrah forest. Pictures: Donna Chapman

MUNDARING is launching its Land for Wild-
life initiative to help conserve local bushland 
and support native wildlife habitat by inviting 
private property owners to open their homes to 
conservation efforts.

The voluntary program calls on landholders with 
properties of more than 1ha in size that contain 
at least 10 per cent native vegetation or a water-
course.

Participants will receive guidance and resources 
from the shire to manage their land in ways that 
protect and restore natural ecosystems.

The Shire of Mundaring said native vegetation 
on private land played a critical role in supporting 
biodiversity by providing food, water, shelter, and 
safe breeding areas for animals.

These green spaces also help link larger conser-
vation areas, allowing wildlife to move through 
the landscape more safely and naturally, according 
to the shire.

The program offers a number of benefits to 
members, including expert advice, access to free 
environmental workshops, a welcome kit featuring 
the Wildlife of the Perth Hills booklet and opportu-
nities to join citizen science projects.

A wildlife camera loan program is also available 
as part of the initiative and will allow participants 
to record and observe native species on their land.

This data will then contribute to the shire’s ef-
forts in monitoring local wildlife activity and for 
planning future conservation efforts.

Private landowners located within key wildlife 
corridors are particularly encouraged to apply.

For those with smaller properties, the shire pro-
vides alternative advice on supporting backyard 
biodiversity.

Additionally, landowners looking for more en-
vironmental initiatives can take part in the shire’s 
Seedlings for Landcare program which provides 
approximately 20,000 free native seedlings annu-
ally for planting on rural-zoned private properties, 
school grounds, and bushland reserves.

This initiative aims to restore local bushland, 
creek lines, and wildlife corridors to improve hab-
itat for native animals. 

To learn more or express interest in joining, res-
idents can visit the Land for Wildlife page on the 
Shire of Mundaring website or contact the shire’s 
environment team at environment@mundaring.
wa.gov.au.

Private landowners called to protect wildlife

Privately owned land can play 
a vital role in wildlife conser-
vation. Picture: Shire of Mund-
aring/Facebook
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0407 530 339 

LV Fitters

Auto Electricians

Boilermakers/Welders

HD Fitters

Serviceman

 HD Fitters FIFO, multiple locations and various rosters (2:1,2:2)
LV Fitters/Auto Electricians Perth based and FIFO options

4 Gordon Place, Northam  
admin@elsmechanical.com.au
elsmechanical.com.au
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lace, Northham
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KALAMUNDA Liberal candidate 
Adam Hort won the seat of Kalamunda, 
leading by 82 votes against Labor can-
didate Karen Beale following a recount.

The result in Kalamunda has been one 
of the most tightly contested in the 2025 
state election.

The seat had previously been held by 
retiring Labor MLA Matthew Hughes, 
who Mr Hort thanked for his service to the 
community.

“I want to take a moment to thank the 
retiring member for Kalamunda, Matthew 
Hughes,” he said.

“Matthew has served our community for 
eight years.

“He was first elected in 2017 with a 
significant swing of 12.7 per cent and has 
given two full terms to the people of the 
Perth Hills.

“Thank you, Matthew, for your service.”
With the margin between the two can-

didates too close to call on election night, 
the outcome remained uncertain for days.

The final count took place on March 23, 
with the electoral commission preparing 
for the possibility of a recount.

Mr Hort said this outcome was likely 
and that it was disappointing for hills res-
idents that counting in other districts was 

prioritised before the result in Kalamunda 
could be finalised.

“The disappointing part for the Perth 
Hills is that 27 seats have been prioritised 
for a detailed count before Kalamunda,” 
he said.

“Most of these already have a clear out-
come.”

After the recount confirmed his victory, 
Mr Hort said he looked forward to proving 
the hills constituents were his number one 
priority in the next four years.

“I will never take this position for  
granted,” he said.

“It is truly the honour of my life to 
represent the place I grew up in and  

call home.
“Thank you to the many community 

members who took the time to share what 
matters most.

“Your voices shaped this campaign, and 
they will shape my work as your parlia-
mentarian.

“Now, the real work begins.”
Commitments announced during Mr 

Hort’s campaign include $1 million to 
build a new station for the Parkerville vol-
unteer bushfire brigade, $500,000 to build 
new change rooms and decontamination 
room at Darlington volunteer bushfire 
brigade and $20m to bring more courts to 
Ray Owen Sports Centre.

Adam Hort wins Kalamunda after recount
Liberal candidate Adam Hort has won the seat of Kalamunda after a recount. 
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AVELEY:
Aveley Newsagency

Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

Aveley Shopping Centre
Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

BASSENDEAN:
Bassendean Library

46 Old Perth Rd
Bassendean Shopping 
Village

Cnr West & Old Perth Rd
BEECHBORO:
Beechboro Library

332 Benara Rd
BOYA:
Boya Community Centre

Clayton Rd & Scott St
BULLSBROOK:
Bullsbrook Newsagency

2544 Great Northern Hwy
CHIDLOW:
Chidlow Growers Market

570 Rosedale Rd
Chidlow Postal & Home 
Centre

Thomas St
DARLINGTON:
Darlington Liquor

4 Montrose Ave
EDEN HILL:
Eden Hill News & LPO

S3/85 Walter Rd

ELLENBROOK:
Dome

36 Main Street
Espresso Coffee

Ellenbrook Central
Ellenbrook Central

204 Pinaster Rd
(cnr The Promenade)

Tania Lawrence Office
3/38 Main St

Total Health Ellenbrook
3/42 Main St

Woodlake Village S/Centre
Sunray Circle

FORRESTFIELD:
Edinburgh Road S/Centre

Edinburgh Rd
Forrestfield Forum

20 Strelitzia Ave
Walridge Country Estate

Berkshire Rd
GIDGEGANNUP:
Gidgegannup News

Toodyay Rd
GLEN FORREST:
Glen Forrest Post Office

Railway Pde 
IGA Glen Forrest

Hardey Rd
GUILDFORD:
Guildford Newsagency

James St
HELENA VALLEY:
Helena Valley Lifestyle 
Village

2340 Helena Valley Rd

IGA Helena Valley
Torquata Blvde

HERNE HILL:
Herne Hill Village Lottery  
Centre

777 Gt Northern Hwy
Swan Settlers Market

124 Lennard St
HIGH WYCOMBE:
High Wycombe Village 
Shopping

Kalamunda Rd
Newburn Newsagency

47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA

120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:
City of Kalamunda

Railway Rd 
Crabbs IGA

12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro  
S/Centre

39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library

7 Williams St
Kalamunda Newsagency

Haynes St
Nightingales Pharmacy

123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre

21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store

5/21 Jinda Rd

LESMURDIE:
IGA Lesmurdie

241 Lesmurdie Rd 
Sanderson Road S/Centre

Sanderson Rd
MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets

5895 Great Eastern Hwy
MAIDA VALE:
Hill View Public Golf 
Course

350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA

Unit 2/31 Maida Vale Rd
Zanthorrea Nursery

155 Watsonia Rd
MIDLAND:
Baptistcare

1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre

307 Great Eastern Hwy
City of Swan Admin. Office

Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire

71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office

4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug Store

243 Great Eastern Hwy
IGA Supermarket

295 Great Eastern Hwy 
Midland Library

45 Helena Street
Midland Gate S/Cente

Food Hall Entry

Real Estate Plus
Shop 2/5 Junction Parade

Swan Valley Fresh Markets
Cnr Morrison Rd & Keane 
St

The Ritz Cafe
16/27 Old Great Northern 
Hwy

MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena

McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty

2/1 Mundaring Weir Rd
Coles Supermarket

Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Fresh

7110 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Newsagency

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Village 
Shopping Centre

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Visitors Centre

7225 Great Eastern Hwy
Shire of Mundaring

7000 Great Eastern Hwy
PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General Store

2170 Seaborne St 
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel

10895 Great Eastern Hwy

Caltex Service Station
96 Great Eastern Hwy

SOUTH GUILDFORD:
IGA Waterhall

9 Waterhall Rd
STONEVILLE:
Stoneville Fresh Food 
Market

5345 Richardson Rd
STRATTON:
Stratton Park S/Centre

O’Connor Rd
SWAN VIEW:
IGA Swan View

139 Morrison Rd
Swan View S/Centre

Marlborough Rd
THE LAKES
The Lakes Roadhouse

Great Eastern Highway
UPPER SWAN:
Vibe Roadhouse

1447 Great Northern Hwy
WEST SWAN:
Burk West Swan

West Swan Rd
WOOROLOO:
Wooroloo Liquor
& General Store

3775 Government Rd
YORK:
York Co-op

Avon Terrace
Castle Hotel

Avon Terrace

Or pick up your Echo Newspaper from: 

Privately owned & proudly independent

Get your FREE Echo News  
direct to your inbox every week

Go to our website www.echonewspaper.com.au  
& click on the Subscription link  

in the top right hand corner 

SUBSCRIBE NOW

TWO decades of executive  
hotel management and experi-
ence leading diverse teams across 
South America and Australia has  
proven invaluable for Corporal 
Hakim Khan-Crofts’ new career 
in the ADF.

As a network technician at Pearce 
air base, Corporal Khan-Crofts 
works in the regional information 
and communications technolo-
gy (ICT) services team to support 
Defence communication systems 
across Western Australia.

Before enlisting in the Air Force 
in 2021, Corporal Khan-Crofts held 
several general manager roles at 
hotel chains in Melbourne and Ad-

elaide, where he managed multiple  
properties and teams.

“My ability to relate to diverse 
cultures and unique individual char-
acteristics enables me to establish 
trust, encourage cooperation, and 
enhance team cohesion,” he said.

“My background allows me to 
contribute positively to the Air 
Force every day by promoting a 
culture of inclusivity and mutual 
respect.”

For Corporal Khan-Crofts, diver-
sity means embracing the unique 
characteristics of each person to 
build stronger teams.

“It allows us to learn from each 
other, broaden our perspectives,  

Corporal Hakim Khan-Crofts says his background allows him to 
promote a culture of inclusivity and mutual respect in the Air Force.

Pearce air base celebrates Harmony Week
and grow together both personally 
and professionally.

“A diverse team reflects the  
values of inclusivity and adaptabil-
ity, which are essential for success 
in dynamic environments.

“It also helps us build stronger 
connections with global partners 
and the communities we serve.”

As a native Spanish speaker,  
Corporal Khan-Crofts looks forward 
to contributing to Air Force capa-
bility in international engagements 
with Spanish-speaking partners.

Corporal Khan-Crofts said it was 
a proud day when he first put on his 
uniform.

“I felt incredibly proud and I still 
feel that way every time I wear my 
uniform. 

“My first day on the job was a  
bit intimidating – in a good way – but  
I posted into my unit with three oth-
er members from my recruit course, 
which made the transition easier.”

One of Corporal Khan-Crofts’ 
highlights so far was flying as a  
passenger in a Hawk 127.

“The experience was unforgetta-
ble and a true reminder of the unique 
opportunities that come with serving  
in the Air Force.”

Another highlight was his first 
posting at 1 Combat Communica-
tions Squadron, Edinburgh air base, 
where the team would share typical 
dishes from different cultures.

“It wasn’t just about the food –  
it was an opportunity to learn about 
each other’s cultures in a personal 
and engaging way,” he said.

“This simple act of sharing  
meals helped build stronger bonds 
within the team and fostered a  
deeper appreciation for the diversity 
around us.”

LABOR candidate for 
Bullwinkel Trish Cook 
has pledged a $2.9 million 
funding commitment to 
the redevelopment of For-
restfield’s Hartfield Park.
The funding pledge will 
see the expansion of Mor-
rison Oval, including the 
alignment of the cricket 
nets, along with addition-
al car parking and con-
struction of LED flood-
lights. 

The LED addition of 
lighting for matches and 
training sessions will en-
sure more sporting clubs 
can access the facilities 
into the evening, catering 
for the significant growth 

currently experienced by 
the clubs using the site. 

“This commitment will 
improve accessibility, 
while meeting the current 
and future demand, help-
ing locals in Perth’s eastern 
suburbs to lead an active 
and healthy lifestyle,” she 
said. 

“Sport is vital to our lo-
cal community, whether it’s 
keeping fit or catching up 
with mates. 

“Building floodlights at 
Morrison Oval will im-
prove community safety 
and help sporting clubs 
use the facilities later into 
the night for training and 
matches.”

Kalamunda Bulldogs president Rodney Campbell, 
Labor candidate for Bullwinkel Trish Cook, women’s 
tackle player Paijmarie Hiko Kita and Bulldogs vice 
president Carl Hiko.

Oval upgrade pledge
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Easter Craft Workshop

Saturday, April 12, 2025
10:00am - 1:00pm

Bring the kids down to Centrepoint 
Midland in the lead up to Easter 
to join in the FREE fun craft activities!

Woolworths
BWS
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Enjoy a Hassle-Free Shopping Experience

FOOD & CAFES GIFTS & HOMEWARES

HEALTH & BEAUTY

SERVICES

FASHION & ACCESSORIES

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Midland Kebab 
& Pizza Café
Muzz Buzz

La Tazza Café & Catering
Daiwo Shiki Pharmacy 777

Venetian Nails
Rad Cuts Barbershop

Wang’s Body Care

Australia Post
newsXpress

Watches & More Multi Service

WA Growers Fresh
Highland Bakery 

& Patisserie

Smokemart & Giftbox
Smart Dollar

Martin’s Shoes

Little Crafty Kids Morning

Wednesday, April 2, 2025
10:00am - 11:00am

Come join us with your little ones for a 
morning of stories and craft activities 
Recommended for kids aged 4yrs & 
under. This event is FREE to attend. 

Messy Play Morning

Friday, April 11, 2025
10:00am - 11:30am

EACH FORTNIGHT

Learning Through the Senses

Apr
2

Apr
11

AT first glance the 2025 Albanese 
Government budget seems to offer 
little specifically for the eastern sub-
urbs.

On Wednesday at a press conference 
WA Treasurer and West Swan MLA 
Rita Saffioti said she welcomed the 
federal budget presented on Tuesday 
and particularly the major boost to 
health funding, Medicare urgent care 
clinics and supporting GP affordabil-
ity.

“We need to encourage more people 
and more GPs in particular to bulk bill 
and also to have more GPs accessible,” 
she said.

“That will help take pressure off our 
health system, in particular our emer-
gency department.

“So, we welcome the initiatives 
when it comes to increasing the sup-
ply, but in particular, the accessibility 
of affordable GP visits.”

If re-elected the federal Albanese 
Government has committed $644 mil-
lion to fund Medicare urgent care clin-
ics with new clinics planned in Ellen-
brook and Mundaring.

Ms Saffioti also said at the confer-
ence that there was about $640m pro-
visioned to WA which remained unal-
located and more work needed to be 
done to get that allocated to funding 
key road priorities around the state.

“We did get notification last night 
about the $640m of extra funding, 
which wasn’t highlighted in the 

budget, but highlighted as a 
provision, and that will 
be allocated to the 
state,” she said.

In his budget 
speech on Tuesday 
federal Treasurer 

Jim Chalm-
ers said

 

the Australian economy was turning 
the corner.

“Inflation is down, incomes are ris-
ing, unemployment is low, interest 
rates are coming down, debt is down, 
and growth is picking up momentum,’’ 
he said.

“On all these fronts, our economy 
and our budget are in better shape than 
they were three years ago.

Mr Chalmers said his budget’s five 
main priorities were helping with the 
cost of living, strengthening Medicare, 
building more homes, investing in 
every stage of education and making 
the economy stronger, more produc-
tive and more resilient.

“New plans for cost of living and 
health are accompanied by new invest-
ments in housing,” he said.

“We are tackling the housing short-
age from every responsible angle.

“Our $33 billion plan will help build 
1.2 million new homes before the dec-
ade is out.

“This includes $54m to acceler-
ate the uptake of modern methods of 
housing construction.”

Mr Chalmers also said first home 
buyers were receiving more assistance 
by updating the property price and in-
come caps so more first home buyers 
are eligible for the scheme.

“This will help 40,000 Australi-
ans buy their first home in the next 4 
years,” he said.

“And we’re easing pressure on the 
housing market by banning foreign 
investors from buying established 
homes, and cracking down on foreign 
land banking as well.”

Labor’s federal budget also ad-
dressed the Future Made in Australia 
plan which plans to support the pro-
duction of Australian‑made green met-
als, like aluminium and iron.

Meanwhile the Labor party’s Made 
in WA plan affects areas like Forrest-
field where a pledge was made to man-
ufacture power line infrastructure for 
Western Power by utilising existing 
businesses in the area.

Mr Albanese told Triple M Hobart 
on Thursday that he would be calling 
the election soon. 

“Certainly my Caucus colleagues 
(want me to), wanting to get into the 
campaign, particularly as the Coalition 
have just announced this morning, not 
only did they vote against the tax cuts 
for every taxpayer last night in the 
Senate and in the House of Represent-
atives yesterday, they’re now saying 
they’re going to repeal it,’’ he said.

The Nationals candidate for Bull-
winkel Mia Davies criticised the Al-
banese Government’s fourth budget 
saying it’s a bust for households and 
businesses doing it tough in the elec-
torate.

“It doesn’t matter whether you’re in 
regional WA, the Perth Hills or foot-
hills, this budget misses the mark,” she  
said.

“Despite record revenue delivered 
by strong commodity prices and in-
come tax, the Albanese Government 
has driven net debt to an eye-watering 
one trillion dollars.

Federal opposition leader Peter Dut-
ton will be delivering his budget reply 
on Thursday night.

Federal budget 2025 report card
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Plant abnormalities have 
intrigued gardeners and 
botanists alike for many years. 
These abnormalities sometime result in strange growths or odd 
variations. Causes include environmental or genetic factors, 
pests, and disease. Below are some common examples, and 
perhaps you’ve noticed one or two of these before?

Witches’ broom 
Witches’ broom is a symptom of stress in woody plants resulting 
in a deformed mass of twigs and branches, which looks broom-
like in appearance. Causes include insect pests, viruses, fungi, 
environmental factors and genetic mutations.

Fasciation
Fasciation appears as abnormal flattened, ribbon-like, crested or 
elaborately contorted stems or leaves. Causes include hormonal, 
genetic, bacterial, fungal, viral and environmental. 

Chimera
Chimera is the result of a genetic mutation. The overall 
appearance of fruit can be changed and sections of the rind or 
skin can appear striped and/or green. This is often reported in 
citrus where the rind colour is perfectly split between yellow and 
orange. Chimera leaf mutations produce variegated, misshapen, 
or completely white leaves. These mutations may be prized and 
propagated to create new varieties. 

Phyllody 
Phyllody is the abnormal development of the leaf tissue caused 
by viral infections or environmental factors resulting in an 
imbalance of the plant hormones. It makes leaves grow in 
strange places.

Is control or reporting necessary?
Not much can be done to prevent these oddities. Keep plants as 
healthy as possible to allow them to fight off pests and diseases 
as best they can. These weird and sometimes wonderful 
malformations can be a great talking point, but if you don’t want 
them on your plants, consider removing the affected parts. 
Remember to disinfect gardening equipment before and after, to 
avoid spreading pests and diseases. 

We would love to see photos of any weird or wonderful plant 
growths or variations. Take photos, tell us what you’ve found and 
on what plant. Photos can be submitted to MyPestGuide or the 
Pest and Disease Information Service (PaDIS). 

Witches’ broom on Jacksonia causing red 
deformed growths, fasciation on Templetonia, 
phyllody on strawberry, and chimera on orange 
rind (left).

That’s so weird!

GUANHAO CHENG
MUNDARING residents are being invited to 
comment on the shire’s revised draft heritage 
list with the aim of considering elevating places 
into the heritage list to safeguard and celebrate 
the area’s historical assets.

The draft heritage list uses two significance cat-
egories to differentiate its items with category one 
indicating exceptional significance and category 
two indicating considerable significance.

Heritage entries in category one is considered es-
sential to the heritage of Mundaring while category 
two means it’s very important to heritage and has a 
high degree of authenticity.

An example of a category one entry is Chidlow’s 
Lake Leschenaultia which has a statement of sig-
nificance that outlines its great social and historic 
significance as a recreational location and origins 
with railway heritage.

Category two entries include sites such as Green-
mount’s Bilgoman well and convict ruins which is 
one of the few physical reminders of the convict 
era.

In 2024, Mundaring and Hills Historical Society 
(MHHS) member Jenny Johnson, who is now the 
society’s president, said having a designated herit-
age officer within the shire would prevent any que-
ries or issues surrounding heritage in Mundaring 
shire from slipping through the cracks.

In Mundaring heritage strategy presses ahead 
(Echo News, July 19, 2024) it was reported Ms 
Johnson felt it wasn’t cost efficient for the shire to 
outsource heritage consultation when there were 
experts that lived in the area already.

Ms Johnson said she still maintained that view a 
year later, and the MHHS has submitted to council 
their suggestion, but it remained yet to be imple-
mented.

“Council has stated they are not going to employ 
a heritage officer in the coming months,” she said.

“There have been consultations made and out-
sourced and they’re not cheap.

“We have people with PhDs in this subject and 
our council is wasting money when some of our 
members can provide the same service free of 
charge.

“We offer our services but there’s a bit of a gap 
there which we are trying to bridge.

“The whole MHHS committee are of that view”
Ms Johnson said she was however glad that the 

heritage list was progressing, and the community 
was now given the opportunity to comment.

“MHHS has reviewed the document and are 
pleased that it has been presented for comment by 
the public,” she said.

“There are inaccuracies in the list which MHHS 
will note in a submission to council.”

Public submissions close 4pm Friday, April 11 
and can be made on Engage Mundaring portal.

Invitation to comment on draft heritage list

TWO mature trees at a Forrestfield property have 
been cleared for removal after Kalamunda council 
approved the owner’s application, despite a rec-
ommendation from planning officers to refuse it.

The application was debated during the March 
ordinary council meeting after officers had advised 
against removal.

Both were assessed as healthy with a medium re-
tention value.

Councillor Brooke O’Donnell moved the officer’s 
recommendation and said it was consistent with exist-
ing planning expectations.

“The WAPC approval should be really respected in 
terms of the tree removal,” she said.

“That would be, I think, a reasonable recommenda-
tion to continue and support the officer’s recommen-
dation.”

Councillor Kathy Ritchie seconded the motion and 
said 41 trees had already been removed across the 
area with only two remaining.

“So, these are the only two trees remaining and we 
try and find that balance between the need to have 
room for housing and the need to retain, particularly 
in the foothills, what little trees remain,” she said.

“They are healthy trees and it seems to me to be a 
reasonable proposition that these two trees remain.”

Councillor David Modolo spoke against the motion 
and said the reason for refusal misrepresented plan-
ning regulations and that council had discretion to 
make its own judgment.

“We’re refusing an application to cut down a tree 
because the application doesn’t adequately consider 
preserving the tree,” he said.

“How can any application ever to cut down any tree 
ever succeed under this logic?”

Cr Modolo said the applicants, the Machinguras, 
were a migrant family who may not have been fully 
aware of tree retention conditions when buying the 
property.

“They came to Australia to live a better life and 
enjoy opportunities they couldn’t get elsewhere,” he 
said.

“I don’t believe that they read the fine print, or at 

least it wasn’t highlighted to them that these trees 
needed to be retained.”

Cr Modolo referred to an email Mr Machingura had 
sent him in 2024.

“I’ve got two big old trees on my property which 
have dead branches,” Mr Machingura said.

“These trees are looking dangerous to property and 
people.”

Councillor Lisa Cooper supported the officer’s rec-
ommendation and said she had visited the site to as-
sess the trees herself.

“They’re quite magnificent trees,” she said.
“I think they probably do need to be kept under 

control and with pruning they’re going to last another 
25 years.”

The officer recommendation was lost in a 4-3 vote 
with councillors Modolo, Stallard, Giardina and 
Thomas against it.

Cr Modolo then moved an alternate motion to ap-
prove the application without conditions.

“The owner’s application be approved on the basis 
that council believes he has the right to remove vege-
tation on his own property,” he said.

This was carried 4-3 as well, allowing removal.

Kalamunda council approves 
private property tree removal

The Mundaring Weir Hotel was built in 1898 and is a category one heritage list entry.

The council has approved the removal of two 
mature trees in Forrestfield despite planning 
officers recommending their retention.
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Ellenbrook 
man jailed 

AN Ellenbrook 
man has been 
jailed for the sex-
ual assault of a 
young girl in De-
cember 2021.

Callum Ferris 
Davies was sen-
tenced to 18 years 
in prison on Tues-
day, March 25 in 
the Perth District 
Court.

The 28-year-old 
had faced charges 
of sexual penetra-
tion of a child un-
der 13 as well as  
deprivation of 
liberty, impeding  
the child’s breath-
ing and aggravated 
home burglary.

Davies was 
25-years-old when 
he was charged in 
December 2021 by 
child abuse squad 
detectives after he 
sexually assaulted 
a sleeping child.

At the time po-
lice alleged the 
Ellenbrook man 
entered an Ellen-
brook home at 
12.30am on De-
cember 27 before 
assaulting a seven-
year-old girl.

He will be eligi-
ble for parole.

ANITA McINNES

Exploring Woodbridge Riverside Park
FREE trishaw rides 
will be available at 
the City of Swan’s 
Cycling Without Age 
event which are held 
every day of the week, 
apart from Wednes-
day.

The cycling event 
is held from 9.30am 
to 11.30am at Wood-
bridge Riverside Park 
and is suitable for sen-
iors.

With the help of vol-
unteers, individuals 
who can no longer cy-
cle by themselves are 
given the opportunity 
to avoid social isola-
tion and remain active 
in their community. 

Seniors are encour-

aged to bring them-
selves and their friends, 
to network at the event 
and meet new people. 

Participants would 
enjoy a social outing 
and feel the wind from 
the comfort of their 
conversational couch 
on wheels.

Those interested in 
participating are en-
couraged to reserve 
a spot by contacting 
book ings@cyc l ing 
withoutageperth.org.au 

City of Swan continues its 
volunteer-run cycling event.

Free cycling scavenger 
hunt at Whiteman Park
A FREE cycling event at 
Whiteman Park will be ad-
ministered by WestCycle WA 
on Sunday May 4 from 2pm to 
5pm. 

Cyclers will undergo a 
self-guided scavenger hunt to find 
clues and treasurers along some of 
Perth’s most scenic sites. 

The event, which is funded by 
the Department of Transport, will 

be held to build people’s confi-
dence with riding a bike more 
often and to explore local shared 
paths and facilities in an interac-
tive way. 

People of all ages or ability are 
encouraged to head down and par-
ticipate in the quest.

Prizes will also be available for 
participants who complete the 
hunt. 

To keep up to date with cycling 
events, follow WA Bike Month on 
Facebook. 

The City of Swan will 
be hosting a cycle 
quest for people of 
all ages and abilities.
Picture: Cycling With-
out Age.
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In partnership with the City of Kalamunda and supported by the State 
Government through the WA Hiking Participation Grants Program.

View all the hikes and book online at 
offthebeatentrackwa.com.au/accessible-adventures

Explore the beauty of Kalamunda’s trails with Off the Beaten Track WA, 
offering monthly accessible hikes from April to October 2025. 

Learn new skills, enjoy nature, and bring your support person for free. 
Plus, don’t miss our special Overnight Hike in October! Every step is an 
adventure, and we can’t wait to share it with you!

Inclusive hikes for all abilities! 

Hiking adventures
for all abilitiesFo
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Bibbulmun Track overnight hikeRocky Pools hike

The City of Kalamunda, in partnership 
with Off the Beaten Track WA, is excited to 
launch Accessible Adventures, a program 
designed to make hiking more inclusive 
and accessible for people of all abilities.
Supported by the WA Hiking Participation Grants 
Program, Accessible Adventures is designed to 
make hiking accessible for people of all abilities. 
The program offers a tailored and inclusive approach, 
fostering a safe, inclusive, and supportive environment, 
where participants can enjoy the outdoors and build 
confidence through enriching experiences.

This initiative reflects the City’s ongoing commitment 
to promoting access, inclusion, and wellbeing for all. 
By creating opportunities for people living with 
disability to connect with nature and stay active, the 
City continues to foster a vibrant and inclusive 
community where everyone can thrive.

Off the Beaten Track WA, a local adventure tour 
operator, is committed to connecting people with 
the outdoors. Founder Tracy Lindsey is a passionate 
advocate for Accessible Tourism and dedicated to 
making nature-based experiences more inclusive.

The accessible hikes will be delivered as a monthly 
series, from April through to October 2025. Duration of 
hikes can vary between 2-hour or half-day hikes, with a 
special overnight hike in October.

Participants can bring a carer or support person free of 
charge, ensuring a truly inclusive experience.

If you’re a person living with a disability in WA, 
we’d love to see you on the trails!

Registrations are essential and a small fee 
will apply for each hike.

For more information and to book, visit 
https://offthebeatentrackwa.com.au/

accessible-adventures/
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LAST week students from Dar-
lington Primary School took 
part in the Australian Red Cross 
Pillowcase workshop, a disaster 
preparedness program for chil-
dren.

The workshop has been running 
for the past ten years and during 
that time has been taught to more 
than 100,000 students throughout 
the country.

The program, inspired by stu-
dents in New Orleans, who used 
their pillowcases to carry their be-
longings while evacuating during 
Hurricane Katrina, helps children 
aged eight to 10 years get phys-
ically prepared for disasters by 
packing essential items into a per-
sonalised pillowcase.  

It also facilitates emotional 
self-regulation through techniques 
such as colour breathing to man-
age thoughts and feelings during 
a crisis. 

The Pillowcase program has a 
very strong evidence base, and a 
study published last year in The 
International Journal of Disaster 
Risk Reduction found it offered 
children memorable preparedness 
information that was retained and 
implemented when the community 
went onto experience a bushfire. 

As the bushfire in 2019 unfold-
ed, caregivers and teachers report-
ed children staying calm and using 
the skills and techniques they’d 
been taught including packing 
their pillowcases as emergency 
bags, and playing a positive role in 
helping their family get prepared 
too. 

Darlington Primary School prin-

cipal Andrew Newhouse said the 
school held the workshop for Year 
3 students to help build resilience.

“Resilience is one of our school 
values and is developed through 
our social and emotional program, 
Friendly Schools. 

“Our school is rated extreme 
when it comes to fire risk, and we 
do two fire drills per year with the 
local bushfire brigade, and the Pil-
lowcase program dovetails well 
with this. 

“Students like the activities in 
the workshop, particularly the 
drawing on their pillowcase, which 
is provided by the program, and 
this helps students remember the 
workshop,” Mr Newhouse said. 

A Red Cross study last year 
found the lessons children learn in 
the Pillowcase workshops are not 
only retained but also implement-
ed when disaster strikes.   

Australian Red Cross execu-
tive director Jai O’Toole said the 
workshops, held in high-risk areas, 
were a cornerstone of the organisa-
tion’s resilience programming. 

“Since 2015, we have proudly 
delivered Australia’s first national-
ly standardised disaster resilience 
education program, officially rec-
ognised by the federal govern-
ment. These workshops, run by 
our dedicated volunteers, are not 
just about preparedness; they’re 
about building resilience in the 
next generation, especially those 
living in communities prone to 
natural disasters.

“By strengthening resilience, 
especially in children, who are 
among the most vulnerable, 
we can ensure they feel safe, 
in control and ready to respond  

Kids plan for disaster with Pillowcase workshop
PETER W LEWIS

Darlington Primary School students prepare for disaster as part of the Pillowcase workshop.

physically and emotionally for any 
number of challenging situations 
they may face,” Mr O’Toole said.   

Antonia Mackay, Australian 
Red Cross resilience manager and 
founder of the workshops in Aus-
tralia, said the study revealed that 
kids who participated in the work-
shops were able to apply the pre-
paredness lessons they’d learned 
when their school community  
experienced a bushfire. 

“As the bushfire unfolded,  
caregivers and teachers reported 
children staying calm and using 

the skills and techniques they’d 
been taught including packing their  
pillowcases as emergency bags. 

“The findings remind us that al-
though children are vulnerable in 
an emergency, they can also play a 
positive role in helping their fam-
ily prepare and respond if they’re 
given the right tools ahead of time,” 
she said.  

The Pillowcase workshop is one 
of several resilience programs run 
by Australian Red Cross, aimed at 
helping communities in high-risk 
locations prepare for disasters.

Swan Valley Visitors Centre takes 
gold at Australian Tourism Awards
SWAN Valley Visitor Centre has received a gold 
medal at this year’s Qantas Australian Tourism 
Awards for visitor information services.

The iconic wine-growing region is soon to re-
ceive a sculpture trail and upgrades to the Bells 
Rapids footbridge following a Cook Labor govern-
ment election commitment.

Other businesses were recognised for a diverse 
range of offerings, including for unique accommo-
dation at Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm on the Dampier 
Peninsula, festivals and events at Margaret River 
Region Open Studios, and ecotourism offerings at 
Busselton Jetty.

WA’s other gold award winners were Harvest 
Tours for excellence in food tourism, HeliSpirit 
(major tour and transport operators), and Spinifex 
Brewery Cable Beach (new tourism business).

Silver awards went to the Margaret River Re-
gion Open Studios (festivals and events) and the 
Rottnest Island Authority (tourism marketing and 
campaigns).

Bronze award recipients were Busselton Jetty, 
Broadwater Resort, Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm, Pull-

man Bunker Bay Resort, Singlefile Wines, WA 
Museum Boola Bardip and Wooleen Station.

Tourism Minister Reece Whitby said there is no 
better place to visit in this country than Western 
Australia.

“That’s not just because we live in the biggest 
and most diverse state in Australia - it’s because 
our tourism businesses know what visitors want, 
and they’re delivering it in spades.

“I want to congratulate the 13 winners and fi-
nalists at this year’s awards. Their success is proof 
the Cook Labor government’s investment in and 
support for our state’s tourism industry is working, 
with visitors spending a record $17.9 billion in WA 
last financial year.

“We want to see that success continue, with West-
ern Australians earlier this year overwhelmingly 
endorsing our plan to bring more major events to 
WA, secure flights to more global destinations, and 
reform our liquor and trading laws to boost our 
night-time economy.

“It’s all part of our plan to keep doing what’s 
right for WA’s tourism industry.”

Bells Rapid footbridge is due to be upgraded under a state election pledge by Labor.
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KALAMUNDA will hold an environment and climate 
forum on Wednesday, April 30 with federal candidates 
for the seat of Bullwinkel to come and discuss how pol-
icy will protect the environment.

The discussion will feature Bullwinkel’s Labor candi-
date Trish Cook, The Nationals candidate Mia Davies and 
Liberal candidate Matt Moran which will be held at Kala-
munda Community Centre.

They will be joined by environment and conservation 
experts in an effort to explore how protections for forests 
and urban canopy can be strengthened, how to secure the 
area’s water future and address climate impacts on land 
and oceans.

This is aimed to inform planning in areas where nature 
and community intersect by dissecting what commitments 
candidates are bringing forth, asking what policies will 
safeguard landscapes and seascapes and how residents 

can stay engaged with their representatives to make their 
voices heard.

This Conservation Council of WA (CCWA) event will 
be co-hosted by the WA Forest Alliance, and the Australi-
an Marine Conservation Society.

A CCWA spokesperson said there will be opportunities 
for attendees to ask questions and interact with the candi-
dates and experts.

“Following opening statements and a facilitated panel 
discussion, attendees will have the opportunity to submit 
questions and upvote the questions of others, and the em-
cee will direct the most upvoted questions to the candi-
dates,” they said.

The spokesperson said beyond this discussion, local 
community had other methods available to protect the en-
vironment.

“There are so many different ways to take action on na-

ture and climate - no matter who you are, if you’re inter-
ested in protecting the environment there’s a way to get 
involved that’s right for you,” they said.

“From getting your hands dirty with planting and com-
munity clean-ups through to volunteering with local cam-
paigns or making a donation, it’s really about finding 
something that fits your passion and capacity.

“Head to the ‘get involved’ page on CCWA’s website for 
more information.”

The spokesperson said at this federal election, the envi-
ronment and climate will be crucial issues.

“People in the Perth Hills are in a seat that really matters 
to the national outcome,” they said.

“Now’s the time to get informed, get involved, and 
speak to the people around you about which parties are 
committed to protecting the natural environment we  
all love.”

Kalamunda environment and climate forum

THE St John of God Midland Private Hospital 
community wellbeing grants program applica-
tions are now open and will offer small grants 
between $500 and $2500 to local organisations 
who are improving the health and wellbeing of 
the community. 

To be eligible for funding, organisations will 
need to demonstrate how a project will contribute 
to the mental or physical wellbeing of the commu-
nity. 

Priority will be given to projects that positively 
impact one or more of the hospital’s key focus are-
as of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
youth or people living with a disability and their 
carers.

The grants have previously been provided to a 
life-skills development program for at-risk teenag-
ers, an art recovery group for people living with a 
mental illness and a camp for families of children 
with autism, amongst other programs. 

St John of God Midland Public and Private Hos-
pital Chief Executive Officer, Paul Dyer, said the 
grants are designed to provide additional support to 
groups who are providing much-needed services to 
the local community.

“As a not-for-profit organisation, we take pride 
in supporting the communities we serve in a variety 
of ways,” Mr Dyer said. 

“Programs like the community wellbeing grants 
and our charity of the year initiative aim to ensure 
our care and values of hospitality, compassion, re-
spect, justice and excellence are felt beyond our 
hospital walls.

“It is our privilege to support the many wonder-
ful organisations running programs that enhance 
local health and wellbeing.”

The community wellbeing grants are a biannual 
program and have run since 2013. 

The grant program was developed by St John of 
God Health Care to provide a much needed boost 
for grassroots groups delivering programs that pro-
vide tangible outcomes within the catchment that 
the hospital serves. 

Between 2013 and 2023 the grants have support-
ed almost 60 initiatives.

The deadline for applications is April 21, 2025.
For further information on the community well-

being grants program, including eligibility criteria 
and how to apply, please visit www.sjog.org.au/
midlandgrants

St John Midland wellbeing grants
St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospital Chief Executive Officer Paul Dyer with 
previous grant recipients Ambulance Wish.

Federal Nationals candidate Mia Davies, Liberal candidate Matt Moran and Labor candidate Trish Cook are planned to discuss environment policies at 
the forum. Pictures: Guanhao Cheng
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Motorbikes head to York for annual festival
THOUSANDS of motorcycles and spectators will 
head to York next weekend on Saturday, April 5 
and Sunday, April 6 for the annual York Motorcy-
cle Festival.

The free festival is a family friendly weekend, and 
attracts motorbike riders and enthusiasts, car enthu-
siasts, and families who arrive each year to enjoy the 
event. 

The event has been running since 2012 and serves 
as a fundraiser for the Black Dog Ride and also to 
raise public awareness for depression and suicide pre-
vention.

The event includes trade displays in the main street 
of town, plus live music, motorbike stunts, show and 
shine, kid’s activities, and market stalls.

The entertainment begins on the Saturday of the 
festival weekend with the York Motorcycle Festival 

launch party at Avon Park from 4pm. 
This free activity includes food trucks, bar and li-

censed area, kids’ activities, live music, BMX stunt 
shows and fire entertainers. 

The Harley-Davidson concert is on at the Imperial 
Homestead Saturday night from 8pm, while Settlers 
House will be hosting Hide the Harley where attend-
ees can win some amazing Harley-Davidson prize 
packs.

Sunday of the festival weekend is the main event. 
The main roads within the township are closed to 

traffic and filled with trade stalls, motorcycle displays, 
food trucks and the Harley-Davidson stunt track. 

There will be the ever-popular  Show and Shine dis-
play inside the York Town Hall with 10 categories, 
along with the people’s choice awards, FMX stunts 
and Harley-Davidson stunt riders, live music and 
plenty of bikes on display. 

The event includes a charity Black Dog Ride from 

Midland and Narrogin on Sunday morning. 
Avon Valley Black Dog Ride coordinator Wes Sut-

ton said the worthy cause was invested in raising 
awareness of this important cause within the commu-
nity. 

“Last year more than 100 motorcyclists took part 
in the Avon Valley ride and this year we are hoping to 
attract even more riders and pillions,” Mr Sutton said.

This year’s ride will depart from the Kalamunda 
Agricultural Hall and wind through the Avon Valley, 
ending up in the beautiful town of Toodyay.

Interested riders can register on the official Black 
Dog Website at www.blackdogride.org.au

Camping is also available on the Saturday night for 
tents and swags at the York Recreation Centre and 
while toilet and shower facilities are available there is 
no power provided.

More information is available at yorkmotorcycle 
festival.com.au

PETER W LEWIS

Hardwired Entertainment stunt riders will also be on show. Pictures 
Chooksphotography

Plenty of motorcycle enthusiasts will converge on York next weekend for 
the annual York Motorcycle Festival.
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P E R S I S T S K L S S R T P A S U S P E C T S

Crossword Solution 1209 from 21 March, 2025

1210

ACROSS
1 	 Blue pigment
7 	 A record keeper
15 	 Violated
18 	 Set on fire
19 	 Merciful
20 	 Pink wading bird
21 	 Circular motion
22 	 Express in words
23 	 Beginners
25 	 A ballet skirt
26 	 Emit light
27 	 A car
28 	 Endless time
31 	 Chain parts
32 	 Cook in oven
33 	 Underground 

storey
37 	 Character
39 	 Lawsuit
40 	 A meal
41 	 Astray
43 	 Banish from 

country
45 	 Create
46 	 Small bird
48 	 A month
51 	 Desert haven
53 	 Come out 

gradually
55 	 Black
57 	 Group of skits
59 	 A way to sing
61 	 Atolls
63 	 Bow-shaped
65 	 Staying alive
66 	 Firearm 

mechanism
67 	 A windflower
69 	 Protective walls
70 	 Stretches
72 	 Smooth transition 

(mus)

73 	 Small coloured 
balls

76 	 A beverage
78 	 A book
80 	 Complain
82 	 Abode of the dead
83 	 A waistband
85 	 Artist’s paint 

surface
87 	 A chart
88 	 Type of cheese 

(var. spell.)
91 	 Dirty
93 	 Mar
96 	 Felines
97 	 Italian region
100 	 A black bird
104 	 Rest
105 	 Big-bang, e.g.
106 	 A table game
108 	 Last mentioned 

one
109 	 A dictionary
110 	 A listener
112 	 Quote
113 	 Part of a ship’s 

hull
114 	 Climbing plant
116 	 Takes by force
118 	 Part of the foot
119 	 Of low character
120 	 Ranges
123 	 A crown sparkler
126 	 Thighbone
127 	 Type of hat
129 	 Leave
130 	 Of the sun
132 	 False
134 	 A heath plant
137 	 A passing craze
139 	 Tenuous
141 	 Short play
143 	 Blocks of sugar
145 	 Comes close

147 	 A sweet
148 	 Accelerate motor
150 	 Those sending out
151 	 A tempest
153 	 Railway stop
155 	 Hugs
156 	 Clandestine 

procedure
158 	 Light rain
160 	 Extinct monster
162 	 Indistinct
163 	 A defence - being 

elsewere
165 	 A valuable item
167 	 Duck-like birds
169 	 Climbing plants
172 	 Jetties
173 	 Eary sci-fi 

adventure author
175 	 Copious
177 	 Rescue
179 	 Large prawns
180 	 Urge to scratch
183 	 Absolute
184 	 Formerly hidden
185 	 Former Russian 

emperor
188 	 Admired 

stereotypes
190 	 Family patronage
193 	 Grossly 

unconventional
194 	 Not lighted
195 	 A pact
197 	 Type of acid
198 	 A church language
199 	 A bird
200 	Wide view
201 	 Hunting dog
202 	 Foreign
203 	 Fast runner
204 	Find a place
205 	 Imperative
206 	 Die

207 	 Enticing
208 	 Not many times

DOWN
2 	 Dam-building 

rodents
3	 Dally
4 	 Garlic mayonnaise
5 	 Togetherness
6 	 Strange
7 	 Restore to 

friendship
8 	 Conjectures
9 	 Dexterity
10 	 Opposite in 

position
11 	 Destruction
12 	 Operating rooms
13 	 Chocolate	  

substitute
14 	 Mountain tops
16 	 Acrid
17 	 A louvred window 

cover
20 	 Arrow makers
24 	 Musical 

compositions
29 	 Artless
30 	 A dance
34 	 Blacksmith’s block
35 	 Sea eagles
36 	 Supplication
38 	 Sight
42 	 A shimmering 

illusion
44 	 Foamy soap
47 	 Cooking formula
49 	 Abandon
50 	 A wattle tree
52 	 Not wide
54 	 Erect
56 	 Sentimental song
58 	 Stanzas
60 	 US state

62 	 A badge
64 	 Member of the 

clergy
66 	 Bathing vessels
68 	 Amatory
71 	 Of aircraft
72 	 Be enough
73 	 Cattle trough
74 	 A word picture
75 	 Covetous feeling
77 	 Act of separation
79 	 Windpipe
81 	 A big occasion
83 	 Distress signal
84 	 One inheriting
85 	 Gently persuade
86 	 Sentimental 

recollection
89 	 Forefathers
90 	 Vertical cliff
92 	 Robbers
94 	 A former decision
95 	 Small hare
96 	 Hens’ noises
98 	 Amount left over
99 	 Capable
101 	 Disappear
102 	 A brook
103 	 General 

agreement
107 	 Ocean current
108 	 A garland
111 	 Actual existence
115 	 Part of a ship’s sail
117 	 A scoundrel
121 	 Garlic pieces
122 	 Many times
123 	 Dance mode
124 	 Ship’s diaries
125 	 A line of people
128 	 Desks
131 	 A deep groove
132 	 Animal feet
133 	 Be greatly worried
135 	 Detach

136 	 Rogue (coll)
138 	 Of the back
140	 Whips
142 	 Inflame
143 	 Daintily pleasing
144 	 Equine harness
146 	 Gazed
148 	 Uncommon thing
149 	 Shrew
151 	 Bends down
152 	 Flexible
154 	 Movie house
155 	 Listen secretly
157 	 Unimportant 

things
159 	 Adorable
161 	 Storage tank (Fr)
163 	 English 

racecourse
164	 Metrical feet

166 	 Garden shears
168 	 Heavenly body
170 	 Of birth
171 	 Desert in Egypt
174 	 Glancing rebound
176 	 Precious metal
178 	 Wine merchant
181 	 Ceded
182 	 Former US car 

make
183 	 Destructive wave
186 	 Giving off 

perfume
187 	 Fire particles
189 	 Lure
191 	 A country
192 	 Garden material
195 	 Donkeys
196 	 Inclines to one 

side
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New full dentures 
& partial dentures

New implant retained 
over dentures

Denture repairs 
& relines
Sports mouthguards

We also deal with Veterans’ A�airs and all health funds through HICAPS

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au

DENTAL PROSTHETISTS

MALCOLM J 
McARTHUR

RAYNEE 
McARTHUR

Phone 
9250 1733 

for an appointment

SMILE
@ Foothills Denture Clinic

Jenny 0413 430 721 
info@jusdance.com.au

Check our class timetable www.jusdance.com.au

NO PARTNER REQUIRED  I  BEGINNERS TO INTERMEDIATE.  

• BALLROOM • LATIN
• SALSA  • ROCK N ROLL

• JIVE & SWING  • SMOOTH
• NEW VOGUE SEQUENCE

DANCE TODAY
Learn to 

MADDINGTON

KALAMUNDA

1984 Albany Hwy, Maddington 

NEW CLASSES STARTING ENROL NOW! 

KIDS CLASSES  I  ADULT CLASSES  I  SENIOR CLASSES

KIDS & YOUTH CLASSES
AGES 5-17 YRS

MON TUES 4.45-5.45PM.

NEW 
ENROLMENTS
20% 
OFF

Bring ad in
to claim

KIDSport 
APPROVED CLUB

Mon-Fri 7-9pm

FRIDAY 11th APRIL 8pm til lateFRIDAY 11th APRIL 8pm til late
Adults & Seniors $15 • BYO DRINKS

Great night of dancing to all our rhythms of 
dance. Some progressive dances for fun. 

E
C
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O
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EVENING CLASSESEVENING CLASSES

TUESDAYS
Beginners & 
Improvers
7.30-8.30pm

Intermediate 
Level 

6pm-8pm
St Barnabas Church Hall, 

40 Railway Road, 
Kalamunda

SOCIAL DANCE NIGHT

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Focus on Seniors

AT Foothills Denture Clinic, denture repairs 
can be done while you wait, and denture relines 
are usually a same day service.

Father and daughter team Malcolm and Raynee 

McArthur are both dental prosthetists’, licensed to 
make all dentures including part acrylic and metal 
dentures.

The clinic is a Medibank Private Members 
Choice Provider and an HBF Members Plus Pro-
vider.

Rebates are available from all other health funds 
and we also deal with Veterans Affairs and offer 
pensioner discounts. 

Special arrangements can be made for country 
clients to reduce the number of visits.

The team are happy to discuss any difficulty or 
query you may have with your denture – free of 
charge – and offer a professional service at a rea-
sonable price. 

For a free quote call 9250 1733. 

Protect your smile with the team @ Foothills Denture

Dance like NOBODY is watching... @ Jus Dance

Can you make a difference in your community?

JUS’ Dance offer a diverse range of ballroom 
dance classes including social group classes, med-
al classes and private dance lessons, suitable for 
dancers of all levels of experience – from begin-
ners through to professionals.

New classes have started at both Maddington and 
Kalamunda Studio’s now, so come down and have 
some fun and meet new people while learning some-
thing new.

Our next Social Dance will be held on Friday 11th 
April, there will be a floor show and general danc-
ing. Entry is $15 per person, so come along and en-
joy the night.

Adult and Senior dance classes, day & evening in-
clude Ballroom, Latin, Salsa, Rock ‘n Roll, Jive & 
Swing and New Vogue. Youth & Kids Ballroom & 
Latin classes for children ages 5 – 17 yrs. Kid Sport 
approved Club. 

Great music, excellent Teachers, good fun. Pay for 
full 6-week Term & receive 20% off total cost for all 
NEW students.  Enrol online www.jusdance.com.au 
or Contact Jenny 0413430721 for more information.

Join us at our local communi-
ty Networking Event, which 
coincides with our Club 
birthday. 

For over 40 years, our service 
club Soroptimist International 
of Helena has been dedicated to 
supporting both local commu-
nities in the Hills and Foothills 
and global initiatives. 

From donating water hos-
es to the Darlington Volunteer 
Fire Brigade to offering school 
bursaries and supporting wom-
en’s refuges, youth centres, and 
animal/environmental groups, 
we are committed to positive 
change.

We also make a difference 
overseas, with ongoing projects 

like providing solar lanterns 
to Cambodian children, sup-
porting a free birthing clinic in 
Bali, and contributing to water 
projects in Africa and South-
east Asia.

Membership means being 
part of a passionate, commu-
nity-focused group that helps 
people near and far. 

Whether it’s making local 
improvements or supporting 
life-changing overseas pro-
jects, there’s always a way to 
get involved.

Join us on 13 April, meet the 
members and find out how this 
local group is a force for good 
in making a meaningful im-
pact!
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Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
46

7 
 L

17
45

82

ASK ABOUT OUR 
GREAT PRICES  
FOR TRADES

SPACE FOR SALE

Flooring

Saints
Timber Floor Sanding

Level to Fine Sanding and
Polishing of All Timber Floors
For an obligation free quote
call Terry 0417 916 351

Flooring

Airconditioning &  
Refrigeration

Airconditioning
& Refrigeration

For all your airconditioning &
refrigeration service & installation

9454 9945

• Local Company
• Local Prices

Reliable & Efficient
Pensioner DiscountsLic. No. AU05609

Bobcats

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.com

Brickpaving

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Ceilings

Gardening

Fencing

Indemnity and Warranty
ECHO NEWSPAPER CONDITIONS OF 

ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal entity (“the 
Customer”) requests Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place 
an advertisement in this Newspaper, they agree to be 
bound by the following terms and conditions:
1.	 Echo, at its sole discretion, may decline to publish 

any advertisement requested by a Customer. If Echo 
decides not to publish a particular advertisement, there 
is no obligation on Echo to disclose the reasons for its 
decision, and Echo will not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned to the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	 Echo will not be liable for any loss or damage caused 
to a Customer as a result of delay or as a result of Echo 
failing to place a requested advertisement or publishing 
an advertisement containing an error or omission. 

3.	 Echo may, at its sole discretion, decide to refund a 
Customer a portion of the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not attributable to the 
Customer and the Customer notifies Echo of the error or 
omission before 5.00pm on the day the advertisement 
first appears in the Newspaper. 

4.	 Complaints concerning the accuracy of any invoice must 
be notified to Echo within 30 days from the end of the 
month in which the advertisement was published, after 
which time the Customer forfeits any rights it may have 
had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	 The Customer warrants that publication of the requested 
advertisement/s will not contravene any laws, whether 
statutory, equitable or otherwise, and agrees to wholly 
indemnify Echo (and its employees and agents) against 
all expenses, loss and damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication of the advertisement/s.

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Pest Control

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

ReticulationReticulation

Reticulation
0433 366 655

Limestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Painting

PP Maintenance
  PAUL 0477 660 703
 paul.percudani@outlook.com

ABN: 86 642 331 437

• Painting (Interior & Exterior) • Demolition  
• General Repairs • Pressure Cleaning 

• Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)  

Painting

Plastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Plastering

Limestone

Pest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Electrical

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

Concrete

Concrete

Painting

JIM OLSEN
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES – QUALITY WORK
Reg# 3749

0430 339 118

Brickpaving

◆ All types of paving & stonework
◆ Repairs etc
◆ Pressure cleaning
◆ No job too small
◆ All work guaranteed

ROB 0400 128 951

PAVING - STONE WORKS

Fencing

◆ All types of fencing
◆ Fencing repairs
◆ Old fences removed
◆ No job too small
◆ All work guaranteed

ROB 0400 128 951

FENCING

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Roofing

AR Specialist Roofing

Call Andrew
0410 669 184

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your roofing needs including  
• roof restoration • gutters • leaks  

• gutter guard installation • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • gutter cleaning • carpentry 

house painting • roof cleaning • PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

Roofing

RoofingRoofing

sales@prowestroofing.com.au

C O N T AC T  P E T E  F O R  A  F R E E  Q U OT E

9274 7663
prowestroofing.com.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E  &  R E P A I R S

• METAL ROOFING | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS
• MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Earthmoving

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Carpentry

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

Earthmoving
EARTHWORKS, DRAINAGE  

and PLANT HIRE

Call: Aedan 0474 840 418
info@groundforcecivil.com.au   www.groundforcecivil.com.au

• Excavations, Earthmoving, Rock Breaking
• Driveways & Asphalt
• Culverts & Drains
• Sand Pads, Aggregate Supply

Excavators, Tippers, Skidsteer, Loader, Grader, Roller

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Handyman

Firebreaks

FIREBREAKS 
0474 840 418

Firebreaks

Handyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

MassageMassage

Open 7 DaysOpen 7 Days
8.00am-6.00pm

Thurs: 8.00am-9.00pm

9295 0247
7125 Great Eastern Hwy Mundaring

Health fund 
rebates available

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

PlumbingGardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching
Lawn Mowing
Planting
Weeding
Pruning
Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Tree Services

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Looking for a tradie?
Now you can find a tradie in  

the paper AND on our website  
ANYTIME GO TO:

Bobcats
DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Concrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

Tiling

HAMMER’S HANDYMAN  
& HOME SERVICES

ABN 84 341 795 146

hammershandyman@outlook.com.au
Call John 0419 194 391

FREE  
QUOTES

FOR YOUR TILING & 
HANDYMAN NEEDS

Plumbing

Tiling
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VHS TAPES to DVD/USB 
$45 per tape. 0478 935 
855.

Custom Video 
& DVD Solutions

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Available by horticural-
ist with Dipl Hort. Call 
Annette Eco� ora Design on 
0418 957 388.

Gardening

Bilby's Garden Services 
Weed, Prune, Mow & 
Slash. Free Quotes 0416 
855 335.

Gutter cleaning & solar
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

WILLIS BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE SER-
VICE. Specialising in all 
house maintenance, per-
golas, decking, verandas, 
painting and carpentry. 
0487 093 355.

Handyman

Tony’s Lawnmowing, 
Handyman & Firewood. 
Cheap rates.  Midland 
& Surrounding Areas.
0431 831 948.

Lawn Mowing

Plastering
PLASTERER for water 
damage repairs to walls 
and cracks and handyman 
work. Txt Sam 0478.194. 
662. 

Painting
Painting, Gardening, 
Pressure Cleaning. 0477 
660 703. Local. LITL Electrical

All types of electrical work 
& air conditioning. 

Jeff Overton
0483 858 603. 

EC14844

Electrician

MASTERS PLUMBINGAS
All Plumbing & Gas work, 
Blockages, Hot water 
units, Leaks, Renovations, 
B u r s t  p i p e s .  2 4 / 7 
E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e . 
N O  C A L L  O U T  F E E
David: 0416 644 191.
PL-9554 GF-011284

Plumbing

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

YOGA
Gooseberry Hill Hall, 

42 Ledger Rd

Mon 6 -7.15pm

Ph Jeanene 0406 773 650

To advertise your situations 
vacant call 9374 6666.

To advertise your situations 

“Lets keep local 
people in work”

DISCOVER OUR 
DIGITAL EDITION ONLINE

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Are you passionate about shaping the future of our community through strategic 
planning and compliance initiatives? The Shire of Toodyay is seeking a dedicated 
individual to join our team as a full time Principal Town Planner.

At the Shire of Toodyay, we are committed to fostering sustainable development and 
ensuring the orderly growth of our district. You’ll play a pivotal role in providing expert 
advice and guidance to Council, staff, developers, and the community on a wide range of 
complex planning matters. Were a growth shire and you will be exposed to new initiatives in 
a tourist hot spot. 

You will get to experience everything across the planning spectrum with a dedicated 
support and management team, in a town where only the best is good enough. We have a 
large heritage inventory, scenic landscape controls and the Avon River in the centre of town. 
Our housing and subdivisions are increasing as are our tourist attractions. We’re just 45 
minutes from Midland on one of the states most scenic roads – the most picturesque way 
to work you’ll ever take. 

The Shire is determined to find the best person for this role and can offer an above average 
base salary (dependent on qualifications and experience). You will enjoy benefits such as 
professional development opportunities, flexible working hours, and will consider work 
from home options to the right person. No two days are ever the same here in the Toodyay 
planning team. To be considered for this rare opportunity, you’ll need proven knowledge and 
experience in a town planning role; a commitment to working collaboratively within a team 
environment; and a dedication to continuous improvement and excellence. This Principal 
role will certainly advance your career and expose you to the full range of planning and 
development experiences. 

If this job sounds like you, and where you want to be, then the application package 
containing the position description for this role is available on our website at 
https://www.toodyay.wa.gov.au/employment/  or by contacting the Records 
Management Officer on 9574 9300 or via email records@toodyay.wa.gov.au.   

Applications should be marked “CONFIDENTIAL – Principal Town Planner” and forwarded to 
the Chief Executive Officer at the Shire of Toodyay by mail, in person or via email. 

The Shire reserves the right to close this recruitment early if an exceptional candidate is 
found. Interviews may be conducted prior to the closing date. 

Applications close at 4.00pm on Thursday 10 April 2025.

Please Note: 
• The Shire is an Equal Opportunity Employer that values and respects diversity in its 

workplace.   
• Applicants must have the right to live and work in Australia.
• Canvassing of Councillors will disqualify applicants. 
• The successful candidate will need to obtain a current Federal Police clearance, 

undergo a pre-employment medical examination, and provide evidence of all claimed 
qualifications before commencing employment.

Aaron Bowman
Chief Executive Officer

PRINCIPAL 
TOWN PLANNER

Public Notice

w
w
w.sw

an.w
a.gov.au

CITY OF SWAN

REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY 
BARRIER CLOSURE OF A ROAD – 
ANDREA DRIVE, HENLEY BROOK
Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 
3.50 of the Local Government Act 1995, of receipt 
of an application seeking to temporarily close the 
following road – Andrea Drive, Henley Brook. This 
closure is to complete upgrades to Andrea Drive, a 
requirement following the construction of the new 
Henley Brook Subdivision on Henley Street, requiring 
a road closure.
A plan showing the location of the road 
proposed to be closed can be inspected online at  
https://swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au; at the City’s 
Administration Centre, Morrison Road, Midland; or at 
any of the City’s libraries, during office hours.
Prior to Council considering this matter, submissions 
from the public are sought. Anyone wishing to object, 
support or otherwise comment on the proposal may 
do so by lodging a written submission, addressed to 
the undersigned, City of Swan, PO Box 196, Midland, 
WA 6936, or via email to assetmanagement@swan.
wa.gov.au, on or before Friday, April 18, 2025.

Stephen Cain 
Chief Executive Officer 
PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

You can apply for a permit online on the City of Swan 

website www.swan.wa.gov.au/Fire or in person by visiting 

your local Volunteer Bushfire Brigade. Station opening hours 

and additional fire related information is available on the 

website or by calling the City of Swan Customer Support 

Centre on 9267 9267.

Note: Due to seasonal weather conditions, permits may  

not be issued in some instances or further conditions 

imposed at the discretion of the Fire Control Officer.

ADVICE ON RESTRICTED BURNING PERIOD
BURNING PERMITS REQUIRED FROM 
TUESDAY APR 1, 2025 UNTIL SATURDAY 
MAY 31, 2025 INCLUSIVE

Stephen Cain
Chief Executive Officer

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED.
Blocked drains.

Septic tanks repaired.
Leach drains renewed

and repaired.
Storm water drains.

I also repair & renew taps.
Same day. 

Pensioner discount.
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

Mundaring Hills. $450 to 
$500 wk. Call 0429 750 
330.

Rental Wanted

$185 p/w in Muchea 
(10mins north of Bulls-
brook) 0407 983 627.

Room For Rent

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w 
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames 
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

2 Bedroom old character 
cottage to rent from own-
ers. In Glen Forrest. Rent 
$400 per week. Mature 
relatively active person pre-
ferred. If interested phone 
08 9298 8032 and leave a 
message if not answered.

To Rent

Employment Public Notice

Yoga

If you enjoy meeting new people and have an outgoing personality, then this is the job for you. 
We are a small, privately owned and independent newspaper looking for an energetic and vibrant 
person to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:
• A current “C” class drivers licence and reliable vehicle.
• A smart appearance with a strong commitment to customer service and the ability to develop and 

implement successful sales strategies, including digital, by building and maintaining long lasting 
client relationships.

• Strong negotiation verbal and written skills with excellent presentation skills is a must.
This position is Monday-Friday and o  ers a salary package, including a commission structure 
with a weekly car allowance.

Email Curriculum Vitae to General Manager / Editor 
E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lop-
ping jobs 0426 211 137.

ENTERTAINMENT  
& GIG GUIDE

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 2

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 1

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6650 or peter.lewis@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Promote your 
event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

Your local Gig Guide 
 Thurs March 27 
Hemingway & Co 
Blues Thursday. 
From 6.30pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway Mundaring

 Fri March 28

Settlers House York 
Kevin Doran.
From 6pm. Free.
Avon Terrace York

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
Live Music. 6pm-9pm. 
Free. 4260 Great  
Eastern Highway 
Mahogany Creek

Parkerville Tavern
Ben Graham.
6pm-9pm. Free.
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Bassendean Hotel 
Friday DJs Soundtrack 
Australia.  
From 8pm. Free.
25 Old Perth Road

Lyric’s Bar
Laneway Bar.
Matt Cahill Combo.
From 7pm. Free.
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

 Sat March 29
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
Jonny P. 
6pm-9pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern 
Hwy Mahogany Creek

Hemingway & Co 
Acoustic Saturday 
From 6.30pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway Mundaring

Bassendean Hotel
Inferno. 
8.30pm-Late. Free.
25 Old Perth Road
Bassendean

Parkerville Tavern 
Nathan Gaunt. 
From 5pm. Free.  
6 Owen Road
Parkerville 

Mt Helena Tavern 
Bronte and Josh. 
From 6pm. Free. 
900 Keane Street 
Mount Helena 

Lyric’s Bar 
Laneway Bar. 
Crash Creole.
From 7pm. Free.
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

 Sun March 30

Bassendean Hotel
Electrophobia.
From 2pm. Free. 
25 Old Perth Road
Bassendean 

Parkerville Tavern 
Dr Bogus. 
From 4pm. Free.
6 Owen Road 
Parkerville 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
Mel and Fenton. 
4pm-7pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern 
Hwy Mahogany Creek

Lyric’s Bar
Laneway Bar.
Michael J Brady (NSW).
From 2pm. Free.
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

Childlow Tavern
Live Music.
12.30pm – 3.30pm.
Free. 4 Thom-
as Sreet Chidlow

Settlers House York 
The Back Verandah 
Band. From 6pm. Free.
Avon Terrace York

  Tues April 1
Hemingway & Co 
Jazz Tuesday. 
From 6pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway Mundaring

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
Smooth Grove. 
5.30pm-8.30pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern 
Hwy Mahogany Creek

 Wed April 2

Childlow Tavern
Muso Jam Night.
7.30pm till late. Free.  
4 Thomas St Chidlow

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
House Grooves presented 
by Fenton Wilde. 
5.30pm-8.30pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern 
Hwy Mahogany Creek

 Thurs April 3
Hemingway & Co 
Blues Thursday 
From 6.30pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway Mundaring

LOU REEDLOU REED by Dirty Blvd & iPhunk by Dirty Blvd & iPhunk
Sat 5th April, 2025!Sat 5th April, 2025!

VALLEY SOCIAL  
Swan Valley WA
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Local Real Estate Residential
Commercial

Rural & Country

WITH about 1.6ha of pasture, this four-bed-
room, two-bathroom Baker’s Hill home is set 
up for equestrian living and offers space and 
freedom for horses to thrive in an inviting rural 
location.

Outside, there is a walk-in and walk-out horse 
shelter, tack and feed room, round yard and arena 
giving plenty of space for steeds to exercise and 
take in the tranquil landscape.

There are also two decent sized sheds and car-
ports, with one of them being large enough to fit 
a caravan.

The home has a relaxed semi open-plan living 
layout, with a walk-in pantry and a dishwasher in 
a kitchen area that flows into the dining and living 
areas.

There are three queen sized bedrooms in the 
house, including the main bedroom which has a 
built-in robe and generous ensuite.

The other two bigger queen sized bedrooms also 
have built in robes and the last room is a double 
bedroom with built in robe.

The family bathroom has a separate toilet for 
convenience, and a well-equipped laundry and 
handy storage cupboards round off the interior as-
pects of the home.

Bakers Hill horse haven
Solar panels and a heat pump hot water system 

are installed to help keep electricity costs down.
Outside to the rear, is a large gable roof patio, 

perfect for outdoor entertaining.
The house garden is separately fenced for a dog 

or children to play safely and the 6m by 12m shed 
in the yard has power and a water tap on the out-
side.

To the rear of the shed is a fully lined back room 
plus another toilet and beyond that there is the sta-
ble and tack room area just a short walk from the 
house is a garage to the rear of the property.

At the front of the property is a winter creek and 
a winter dam.

The property has some established fruit trees, 
grapes, a vegetable bed and chook pen along with 
two paddocks for horses or other stock.

Bakers Hill has a pub, pie shop, cafe, gift shop, 
pharmacy, post office, microbrewery and golf club 
and is only a 20-minute drive from Northam where 
you can find good shopping and a hospital.

 
Address: 286 Carlin Road, Bakers Hill

Price: From $699,000
Agency: Real Estate Plus

For more information contact  
Jo Hallam on 0409 847 102

Upcoming 
Events
• The Kalamunda 
Ladies Probus Club 
meets monthly on the 
second Thursday of 
each month at St Barn-
abas Church Hall, Rail-
way Road, Kalamunda 
(entry off Spring Road) 
at 9am for 9.30am start. 
The club has morning 
tea and a guest speak-
er at each meeting and 
a monthly bus outing 
to different interest-
ing places. Socially 
they meet for coffee 
monthly and lunch 
also monthly at differ-
ent venues in the area. 
Probus is a social club 
for retirees who enjoy 
life. For more informa-
tion contact their vice  
president Trish on 0468 
309 823 or secretary 
Juliette on 9293 4438.
• Midland Friendly 
Garden Club meets 
at 9.30am on alternate 
Thursdays at Bruce 
Douglas Pavilion, 
Brown Park, Salisbury 
Road, Swan View. 

Woofer of the week
Angus is a staffy and american staffy cross. 
He has a lovely temperament and is very 
friendly. He could do with more training as 
he is a strong dog and would suit someone 
who has experience with these breeds. He 
is sterilised, vaccinated and microchipped. 
Costs apply. Contact Bakers Hill Dog Sanc-
tuary on 9574 1438.

The next meeting will 
take place on April 
3. The guest speak-
ers will be Linda and 
Paul Mitchener from 
The Green Life Soil 
Co who will be talking 
about the importance 
of healthy soil to grow  
plants successfully.  
Visitors and new 
members are always  
welcome. For more  
information call  
Jenny on 0424 553 002  
or Barbara on  
0482 935 686.
• Mates – a commu-
nity event focussing 
on men’s health and 
wellbeing – is on at 
the outdoor alfresco at 
Mundaring Church of 
Christ, 1470 Stonev-
ille Road, Mundaring 
on Wednesday, April 2 
from 6pm to 8pm. Held 
every six months the 
event, attracting up to 
more than 50 men, is 
now in its fourth year. 
An informal musical 
session is included so 
take along your mu-
sical instrument. For 
more information and 
to RSVP call Doug on 

0409 107 019 or doug.
facilitator@gmail.com 
• Kostera’s in Kala-
munda is celebrating 
its 100th anniversa-
ry on Sunday, April 6 
from 2pm to 5pm. To 
commemorate the 1925 
to 2025 era a convoy of 
1930s cars and 1950s 
buses will leave Kostera 
Oval and head to Kala-
munda History Village. 
Parking is available 
with a short walk to the 
village. Entry is free to 
the village at the main 
entrance. Visitors can 
sign the memory book. 
There will be a pres-
entation, a film of Ko-
stera’s in Kalamunda, 
memorabilia, photos, 
live coverage and mu-
sic by KCR, yarns on 
the old days and more.

Noticeboard is for 
non-profits and com-
munity groups ad-
vertising free/low 
cost events/programs.  
Entries must be 
emailed to editor 
ial@echo-news.com 
two weeks before the 
event.

Read
between
the lines
by Pastor Ian Kirk

Good Friday
Last Monday Colleen and I celebrated our forty-
first wedding anniversary. There’s one anniversary, 
though, we will never forget – our fifth one.

It coincided with a very early Good Friday –  
March 24. We were on our way to church, when 
Colleen said we needed to go to hospital. She was 
pregnant, near the time of giving birth to our third 
child, and contractions had started.

After examining Colleen, the hospital informed 
us that it wasn’t time yet. We went back home. But 
within two hours, Colleen and I were back at hospital 
as she was having very strong contractions. Within an 
hour our third daughter was born – Heidi.

What a good day it was – celebrating five years of 
marriage and celebrating the birth of Heidi – all on 
‘Good Friday’. But even without those special things, 
‘Good Friday’ is such a good day; even though it’s the 
anniversary of Jesus’ agonising death on a cross.

We may be intrigued by why it’s even called ‘Good 
Friday’. But it was a good day; even from Jesus’ 
perspective! On that day, out of great love for us, Jesus 
died, bearing our sins, so that we could be forgiven 
and be with Him in heaven one day – if we would 
believe in Him. He declared, just before He died, “it 
is finished”, making clear that He had accomplished 
salvation for us. 

What a good day ‘Good Friday’ is – the day Jesus 
saved us because of His great love for us.
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COMBAT athletes from Midland’s 
Mad Dog Martial Arts have been on a 
winning streak, scoring an impressive 
two wins in two weeks during their 
fights in February.

From debut nerves to stunning knock-
outs, the team’s fighters are proving 
they’re a force to be reckoned with.

On February 15 Midland Mad Dog 
martial artist Dylan Pollard made his 
debut at the Inception promotion fight 
event against Joe Merendino from Pur-
suit Muay Thai.

Mad Dog Martial Arts coach Slade 
Hutcheson said with the Mad Dog team 
backing him up, Pollard warmed up with 
focus, even with his opponent and team 
sitting right beside him.

“Both fighters stepped into the ring for 
their very first bout, and while the nerves 
were definitely there, Dylan kept his 
cool,” he said.

Round one was a close call, with both 
fighters coming out strong but by round 
two and three, Pollard found his rhythm.

He showcased his power with a strong 
cross and commanding push kicks, while 
keeping control in the clinch and not let-
ting Merendino take over.

“It was a fantastic debut, with Dylan 
walking away victorious and proving 
that nerves can be turned into strength,” 
Mr Hutcheson said.

A week later on February 22 the Mad 
Dog team competed in the Muay Thai 
Super Series.

This time it was Mad Dog Martial 
Arts’ Jack Vostan who scored a victory 
with his performance.

Facing off against Pichitchai product 
Landen Watterson, Vostan wasted no 
time making his presence known.

After a powerful elbow in the second 
round, Watterson was sent to the canvas 
in a knockout blow that had the crowd 
roaring.

“It wasn’t just the knockout that had 
people talking,” Mr Hutcheson said.

“Jack’s precision and timing were on 
full display as he controlled the fight 
from start to finish.

“It was clear that his relentless training 
had paid off, and the win was a sweet 
reward for his hard work.”

It was a victory that took the decision 
away from the judges, adding a notch to 
Vostan’s achievements after his decision 
win last year as reported in Midland’s 
Mad Dog kickboxers take home the tro-
phy (Echo News, July 19, 2024).

Mr Hutcheson said he had to credit 
a massive part of the Mad Dog team’s 
success to the mentorship and coaching 
from his fellow coaches Shell Read and 
Ashraf Farawah.

Mr Farawah is also an athlete compet-
ing for the Mad Dog gym, having made 
a successful MMA debut in November 
last year as reported in Midland’s MMA 
shines at Domination promotions (Echo 
News, December 20, 2024).

“These coaches have been instrumen-
tal in guiding their fighters, pushing 
them to their limits, and shaping them 

into top-tier competitors,” Mr Hutcheson 
said.

“Their expertise, dedication, and un-
wavering belief in the team have made 
all the difference, and the results speak 
for themselves.

“With such strong leadership, the Mad 
Dog Martial Arts team is poised for even 
greater success in the future.

“With two wins in two weeks, the team 
is on a roll and showing no signs of slow-
ing down.

“Keep your eyes on these rising stars – 
they’re only getting started.”

Midland combat sports: two wins in two weeks

Coach Ashraf Farawah, fighter Dylan Pollard and coaches Slade Hutcheson and Shell Read after the victory.

Midland Guildford cricket
exciting weekend of finals 

IT was an exciting weekend of finals 
matches for Midland Guildford with 
the female A grade playing Subiaco 
Floreat in the grand final and the 
male 4th grade playing Fremantle in 
the semi final.

Playing at the WACA ground in the 
50 over grand final against Subiaco 
Floreat, the female A grade side lost 
the toss and batted first.

It was a challenging innings for the 
team with Chloe Piparo being the lone 
standout scoring 53 runs from 57 balls.

The team was only able to manage 
a total of 140 all out from 38 overs as 
they were dismissed for a modest total.

In the second innings, Sheldyn 
Cooper and Shay Manolini managed a 
wicket each but it was not enough as 
their opposition chased the target in 32 
overs with eight wickets remaining.

It was a disappointing finish for the 
female A grade, but it was a strong sea-
son regardless which saw them take 
out 1st position on the regular season 
ladder in both formats.

In the semi final of the male 4th 
grade competition, the team found 
themselves in early trouble as Freman-
tle took early wickets to leave the side 
3-13 and later 5-63.

It was a vital partnership of 93 runs 
between Oliver Voorn and Lucas Walk-

er that took the score to 6-156, before 
Walker was dismissed on 45 from 116.

Voorn would go on to produce a sub-
lime century with 101 from 183 with 
eight fours and a six.

From their 80 overs, the side would 
finish with 9-235 in a remarkable 
comeback from the early struggles 
they were facing.

As the second innings began, the 
side were able to restrict their oppo-
nents immediately, with the score be-
ing 4-28 from 24 overs at lunch.

This would later become 7-60 and 
after a short resurgence from the op-
position, the team would dismiss their 
opponents for 148 all out to secure an 
87-run victory and a spot in the grand 
final.

Ashley Mucciarone produced a 
phenomenal spell of bowling with 28 
consecutive overs and figures of 4-56 
along with 12 maidens. 

This proved crucial in the victo-
ry along with the contributions from 
the other bowlers including Matthew 
Hampson (2-41 from 15 overs) and 
Matthew Barrington (2-25 from 10 
overs).

This result means that the male 4th 
grade side will have the opportunity 
to play against Wanneroo in the grand 
final at Lark Hill Sporting Complex 
on Saturday, March 29 and Sunday, 
March 30.

JOSHUA McKENZIE
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GOMMES SHOES
“Fitting quality footwear for the entire family”

SHOP 4  
58 THE CRESCENT MIDLAND 

(OPPOSITE MIDLAND GATE, 
NEXT DOOR TO POST OFFICE)

PHONE 9250 1448

SHOP 4 
58 THE CRESCENT MIDLAND 

(OPPOSITE MIDLAND GATE,
NEXT DOOR TO POST OFFICE)

PHONE 9250 1448
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Aussie Outdoor Midland is a locally owned 
and operated business, led by Mike Whittington, 
specialising in custom-designed outdoor blinds.
We use only marine-grade materials, ensuring 
durability and long-lasting quality. With a focus 
on detail, we guarantee your new blinds will 
enhance your outdoor space for years to come.

35% OFF

Entertain All Year Round With Stylish Outdoor Blinds

FREE
MOTOR UPGRADEON INTERLOCK BLINDS

Unit 1, 6 Elms�eld Road, 
MIDVALE

(Come and see our indoor 
and outdoor displays).

www.aussieoutdoor.com.au

outdoor 
blinds

Thermashade blinds

Interlock zipless blind

Custom made

Delivering quality blinds 
for over 15 years

Call or text Mike for a FREE quote on custom 
designed and installed outdoor blinds.

9274 0555 or 0401 549 220
Email midland@aussieoutdoor.com.au 

Made in Midvale

Create a comfortable outdoor area: 
• Cool in summer, warm in winter • 50-knot wind rating 

• Australian powder-coated aluminium • Wide range of colours 
• Custom made locally

Aussie Outdoor manufacture & install: 
• Alfresco classic blinds • Interlock blinds • Motorised blinds 

• Therma window blinds • Printed blinds


