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16 Brown Road, Wundowie

www.mistyridgeplantfarm.com

WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

Ph: 08 9572 7145

Specialising in Australian Flowering 
& Climate Native Plants 

HUGE SELECTION OF 
NATIVE VARIETIES AND SIZES, 
INCLUDING LARGE RANGE OF 

CLIMATE NATIVE PROTEAS.

Mob: 0427 387 686

ALL PLANTS GROWN 
ON SITE WITH 

EXPERT ADVICE.
OPEN: MON-FRI - 9:30AM-2:15PM

SAT, SUN, PUBLIC HOL - 8:30AM-4:30PM

LARGE RANGE OF 
DECIDUOUS TREES AND 

FRUIT TREES 
NOW AVAILABLE.
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Private Investigator 
Licensed in WA – Con�dential & Effective

In�delity? We �nd the truth.

Owed money? We locate debtors.

Missing person? We track them.

Scammed? We investigate fraud.

Asset searches – reveal ownership.

Debt collection DebtIQ Pty Ltd I DCL5432.

Bullseye Investigations Pty Ltd
Licence Number: IA 81103

Midland WA | 0468 848 260
www.bullseyeinvestigations.com.au

Due to lack of space,  
the crossword will not  

be running in this  
week’s edition. 

We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 

Please check our website 
for the crossword and last 

week’s solution.

From the net...
Echo News social media comments

In response to  
Dayton urban water 
management concerns: 
L Derring:  
If we are not careful that’s all that 
will remain: a street name. Minus the 
ability to grow fruit due to water table 
rise and fall. Developers not respon-
sible, council planners out of step and 
no responsibility. Idiocy! Missing 
verges, proper run off drainage and 
they keep flattening landscape, cov-
ering it in concrete and bricks. 

In response to  Perth Hills 
LGAs oppose Alcoa lease: 
V Seebeck:  
In 60 years of mining, Alcoa have 
not met the criteria set out by the 
WA government for rehabilitation of 
jarrah forests.

Bauxite mining undermines the 
topsoil that our jarrah/marri/wan-
doo ecological communities have 
evolved with. Research has shown 
that it changes the soil profile, causes 

erosion, spreads dieback, increases 
the risk of salinity and destroys the 
mycorrhizal layer that underpins for-
est health (the mycorrhizal layer can 
take up to 40 years to recover). They 
often store the topsoil for up to eight 
years before extracting the bauxite 
and replacing the depleted soil.

With the moisture-holding baux-
ite removed, rehabilitated forests 
can only produce small, thin jarrah 
stems, with shallow root systems, 
which don’t appear to improve over 
time, especially in our drying cli-
mate. Alcoa can’t reproduce the large 
old growth forests with the necessary 
breeding hollows, microclimates, 
leaf litter layer, dead trees etc. that 
our black cockatoos, woylies, quok-
kas, numbats, phascogales and pos-
sums rely on. Rehab has also failed 
to return the original species compo-
sition in the understory, which these 
animals need for food and shelter.

Mining of the last of our jarrah 
forests would especially be a death 
knell for our critically endangered 
species, which are already on a knife 
edge. 
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Thought for the day
 “It always seems impossible until it is done.”

– Nelson Mandela

National
Stroke
Week
Dear Echo News,
I want to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to 
newsrooms, journal-
ists, producers and ed-
itors across Australia 
who helped share our 
life-saving message 
during National Stroke 
Week 2025 (4–10 Au-
gust). 

By sharing the 
F.A.S.T. message on air 
and online, through sto-
ries in print, broadcast 
interviews with experts, 
survivors of stroke and 
their families and car-
ers, you played a vital 
role in educating Aus-
tralians about the signs 
of stroke and the impor-
tance of acting quickly. 

When stroke strikes, 
it attacks up to 1.9 mil-
lion brain cells per min-
ute. 

Thanks to your sup-
port, millions of Aus-
tralians are now better 
equipped to recognise 
the F.A.S.T. signs of 
stroke and know to call 
the ambulance without 
delay: Face – Check 
their face. Has their 
mouth drooped? Arms 
– Can they lift both 
arms? Speech – Is their 
speech slurred? Do they 
understand you? Time 
– Time is critical. Call 
000 immediately. 

Every National 
Stroke Week story you 
shared has the potential 
to save a life. 

You have helped am-
plify the message that 
stroke can happen to 
anyone, at any age, and 
that fast action is the 
key to survival and re-
covery. 

From everyone at 
Stroke Foundation, and 
on behalf of the more 
than 440,000 Australi-
ans living with the im-
pact of stroke around 
Australia — thank you 

for standing with us this 
National Stroke Week! 
Dr Lisa Murphy 
Chief Executive 
Officer 
Stroke Foundation

Congrats
for Echo’s
40th
Dear Echo News,
Congratulations to 
Echo News for standing 
the test of time after 40 
years. 

I’ve written many a 
letter and had local is-
sues highlighted in arti-
cles of which I am truly 
grateful. 

It’s great to see a lo-
cal community newspa-
per keeping it local and 
thriving after so many 
years. Many thanks for 
your community sup-
port. 
G Coleman 
Bassendean

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Scrolling on Facebook and spot-
ting a deal for cheap bulk meat 
delivered to your door might feel 
like a win, especially with the 
cost of groceries these days, but it 
could be a sinister trap. 

Earlier this year the WA ScamNet 
team started hearing from people 
who paid for bargain-priced bulk 
meat packs advertised through fake 
butcher and “farm-to-table” pro-
files. The meat never turned up, and 
their cash was gone.

Now the scammers have added 
a new dimension to their cooked 
scheme. In a final cash grab victims 
are asked to pay a delivery insur-
ance fee on the day the meat is due 
to arrive. The scammers may even 
say the fee will be refunded after 
delivery.

Meat is a big expense for most 
households, which makes these too-
good-to-be-true offers especially at-
tractive and this scam very success-
ful. Victims can lose anywhere from 
$200 for a mixed selection of meat, 
up to nearly $1,000 for a butchered 
cow. 

WA ScamNet suspects more peo-
ple are being ripped off by these 

meat scams than is being reported 
due to losses being “only” a couple 
hundreds of dollars. But because 
meat is a staple, even small amounts 
multiplied across many victims can 
generate substantial profits for the 
criminals behind it.

Genuine butchers or farm busi-
nesses are being caught up in it too 
as the scammers steal their names, 
logos and photos. They’re then left 
to deal with angry victims asking 
where the meat is. 

The red flags to look out for in 
posts include claiming bulk meat is 
delivered “direct from the farm to 
you” at prices that seem too good to 
be true. 

Scam pages often lack reviews, 
likes and comments, fail to list a 
business address, appear newly 
created, or show a history of name 
changes. Check Page Transparency 
in the About section to see when the 
page was created and whether it has 
changed names. 

Be wary of any seller demanding 
bank transfer, especially if multiple 
accounts are offered.

,If you’ve been scammed report it 
to scamnet.wa.gov.au

Prime cut or prime con? Exposing meat scams
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THE third generation owner of Swan Valley’s 
first winery says he’s honoured to be named 
Icon of the Swan Valley but worries planning 
matters risked the region’s winemaking future.

“I think the biggest challenge for the Swan Val-
ley is being able to stay,” Olive Farm Wines third 
generation owner Ian Yurisich said.

“There are pressures afoot to subdivide the Swan 
Valley, which I think is not in the best interest of 
the region and our history.

“I think it’s very important that the valley is pre-
served as an iconic grape growing region.

“It’s one of the closest wine growing regions 
to any capital city in the world and I think that’s 
something that we need to keep in mind and cer-
tainly it needs assistance and commitment from 
both state and local governments to make sure that 
the existing wineries and vineyards are able to stay 
here and continue the history of the valley that’s 
going on to 200 years old.”

Mr Yurisich said it was important to pay atten-
tion to planning changes, as allowing housing so 
close to agricultural areas can be the death knell 
for the industry.

“We’ve seen in too many instances, people 
moved into areas that are close to places like the 
Swan Valley with agricultural enterprises and pro-
ducers have been forced out of it simply because 
people move in, band together, then influence the 
authorities to make changes,” he said.

“The market gardens out in Wanneroo area, that 
sort of thing are a classic example.

“Some of the best soils for growing vegetables 
don’t exist anymore simply because people have 
moved in and they didn’t like the idea of an agri-
cultural industry, and they got it shut down.

“There has to be decisions made so those sorts of 
things can’t happen.

“If that happened, the history in this area is go-
ing to be very short lived from now on.”

Mr Yurisich said the Swan Valley Policy Act, 
which is reviewed every five years, plays a vital 
role in protecting the area.

“I think the basis of that review has to be the fact 
that the valley needs to stay in its current form,” 
he said.

“Those that are in the industry need to be en-
couraged to continue in the industry and be able to 
avoid the pressures that are placed on them from 
possible development.”

He pointed to the Pinelli family in Caversham 
as an example of the difficulties of operating with 
suburbia nearby.

“They’ve been there for probably 60 odd years 

and unfortunately, they’ve got suburbia at their 
back door and they’re finding it more and more 
difficult to be able to operate.

“(For us) it was getting more and more difficult 
to operate back (in South Guildford) with suburbia 
encroaching on the boundaries.”

Mr Yurisich said winemaking was like capturing 
the spirit of a place in a bottle and the ability to 
grow grapes in the valley was vital to not lose the 
winemaking essence and identity of the area.

“The aim in winemaking as far as I’m concerned 
is to try and grow the best quality grape that you 
can that’s representative of the area in which 
they’ve grown and then transfer that over into a 
bottle,” he said.

“We’ve got to be able to retain the vines that are 
currently here and somehow try and encourage 
people to continue in the industry and grow the in-
dustry because we’re a pretty unique area.

“It’s very important that we retain the charac-
teristics and nature because we want to see Icon 
of the Swan Valley continuing for the next 50 
years,’’he said. 

The Yurisich family moved into their current 
Millendon winery in 2006, bringing the 177-year-
old name and family winemaking techniques with 
them but leaving the historic South Guildford site.

Two years on from the move, after passing down 
from Ivan Yurisich, Vince Yurisich and Ian Yuri-
sich’s management, Ian’s son and fourth genera-
tion owner Anthony Yurisich took over the winery 
in 2008.

“It was a sad day when we left Guildford where 
our history started but to be able to continue in the 
industry, it was obvious that we weren’t going to 
be able to continue there because of suburbia en-
croaching on us and that’s basically what we’ve 
got to resist out here,” he said.

Mr Yurisich said he spent his life doing what he 
enjoyed, and while he didn’t seek recognition, be-
ing honoured by his peers as an Icon of the Valley 
meant a lot.

“I knew and had contact with all the previous 
winners of Icon of the Swan Valley and that’s re-
ally a highlight to be joining them with this award.

“We’ve always been part of the Swan Valley 
and I suppose we’ve made it a major point of our 
business to concentrate on product that has been 
produced in the Swan Valley.

“We’ve stayed true to the valley and that’s an im-
portant part for me to be able to have contributed 
not just in the industry in the Swan Valley, but the 
promotion of the Swan Valley, the grapes that are 
grown here and the wine stalls that are produced.”

The City of Swan has been contacted for com-
ment.

Swan winemaker celebrates win amid planning concerns

Olive Farm Wines third generation owner Ian Yurisich is now retired 
but assists in running the business with his son Anthony Yurisich. 
Picture: Guanhao Cheng

The federal government has committed to new clinics in Mundaring and Ellenbrook.

URGENT care clinics in Mundaring and Ellen-
brook are a step closer following tenders being 
called by the federal government.

The clinics will offer free treatment for minor inju-
ries and illnesses as part of the federal government’s 
election commitment to fund 50 urgent cares clin-
ics across the country including six in WA, which 
also include Bateman, Mirrabooka, Geraldton and 
Yanchep.

Tenders for the first three, which includes Mund-
aring, have opened and the others will go out next 
month.

The urgent care clinics have to be co-located or 
partnered with an existing general practice, with pri-
ority consideration given to those that already fully 
bulk-bill.

New guidelines for urgent care clinics issued this 
month say they must accept walk-ins and must bulk-
bill patients, so no patients are out of pocket, includ-
ing for the cost of imaging and pathology services 
covered by Medicare.

The clinics are expected to be open 14 hours a day, 
seven days a week, including public holidays, and 
have an X-ray machine on site or readily accessible.

Eight urgent care clinics already operate in WA 
and have served almost 200,000 patients since the 
first opened in May 2023.

The most used is in Rockingham, which has treat-
ed 34,000 people since mid-2023, followed by the 
clinic in Clarkson that opened about the same time.

The newest clinic, opened in Gosnells in May 
2024, has treated just over 6800 people.

Almost one-third of visits to WA clinics were at 
weekends, and 20 per cent of those on weekdays 
were after 5pm.

“West Australians know that Medicare urgent care 
clinics have been a game changer for their communi-
ty,” Federal Health Minister Mark Butler said.

“That’s why the Albanese Government decided to 
deliver another six in WA, so more people can get 
the care they need instead of waiting in a hospital 
emergency department.”

Hills and Swan UCCs a step closer
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OUR story last week New Midland Hospital 
to double private bed capacity (Echo News, 
August 22) contained an error regarding the 
funding commitment by the federal govern-
ment during the election campaign.

The $335 million election funding allocation 
was specifically for the St John of God Public 
Hospital and not the new St John of God Mid-
land Private Hospital now under construction.

St John of God Midland Public and Private 
Hospitals currently comprise a 307-bed public 
hospital, operated under a public-private partner-

ship between the state government and St John of 
God Health Care and a 60-bed private hospital.

In June 2023, the state government exercised 
its contractual right to purchase the 60 private 
beds for public use, effective July 1, 2026. 

From that date, the Midland campus will oper-
ate as a fully public 367-bed hospital, commenc-
ing in the 2026/27 financial year.

The new St John of God Midland Private Hos-
pital will be a contemporary standalone facility 
providing high-quality private health care servic-
es when it opens in August 2026.

Midland Public and Private Hospitals correction

LOCAL groups, clubs and creatives can now ap-
ply for funding through the Shire of Mundaring’s 
revitalised community funding program, with 
simpler applications and more support available 
year-round.  

Now open for applications, the updated program 
aligns with the Council Plan 2024 to 2034 and offers 
enhanced support for community-led projects and 
initiatives.

Shire President Paige McNeil said the refreshed 
program was shaped by valuable feedback from 
community groups. 

“The new funding program reflects council’s com-
mitment to empowering residents, volunteers and 
community organisations,” Ms Paige said.

“We’ve listened closely to our community and re-
shaped the program to make funding more accessi-
ble, more responsive and easier to navigate.

“Council is proud to help bring more great local 
ideas to life, championing the people and projects 
that make the Shire of Mundaring community strong, 

connected, and vibrant,” she said.
Key updates to the program include a simplified 

application process, shorter assessment timeframes 
and greater access to funding for community initi-
atives

Grants now operate on a rolling basis, meaning 
applications can be submitted year-round until the 
annual budget allocation is fully expended. 

The program is designed to support a wide range 
of community-focused initiatives, including local 
events, operational support for community groups, 
creative projects, and opportunities for young people 
representing Western Australia in their chosen field. 

For full program details and eligibility informa-
tion, visit www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/community/
grants-and-funding/community-funding-program.
aspx

Community members with questions are encour-
aged to contact the shire’s grants officer via email 
at cgo@mundaring.wa.gov.au or phone (08) 9290 
6628.

Mundaring community funding program open
Local groups can now apply fro Shire of Mundaring community funding.

Kalamunda STEM students reach robo finals
GUANHAO CHENG

STUDENTS from Kalamunda 
Senior High School’s (KSHS) 
STEM club placed second 
overall, just behind Curtin 
University’s team at the 2025 
Western Australian Robotics 
Playoffs (WARP).

Competing as Team 9191 My 
Chemical Robots, the group also 
earned the creativity award for 
design and programming solu-
tions, using tools available in the 
hills to bring their robot to life. 

The team was made up of stu-
dents from Years 7 to 12: Jacob 
Clephas, Nicola Barr, Cooper 
Myers, Kyle Wright, Kaylan 
Reynolds, Patrick Smith, and 
Jasmine Barton.

They were supported by KSHS 
alumni and former competitors 
Toby Trent, Marc Rouillard, and 
Sean Paxman who are Curtin 
students now guiding the next 
generation as mentors. 

Throughout the school year, 
the team met three times a week 
to design, build and code their 
robot to meet the challenges of 
this year’s reefscape theme.

Inspired by ocean ecosystems, 
the simulation game required 
teams to manipulate coral onto a 
reef and remove algae while nav-
igating complex strategic play.

WARP is the state’s premier 

For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technolo-
gy (FIRST) robotics offseason 
event, bringing together 30 
teams from schools and institu-
tions across the state.

It mirrors the global FIRST 
robotics competition, offering 
students hands-on experience in 
engineering, coding, and collab-
oration.

KSHS STEM club is now in 
its sixth year after beginning as 
a small initiative to support the 
school’s involvement in a STEM 
event run by the Bibbulmun Net-
work of Schools. 

KSHS teacher and STEM club 
coordinator Ian McMullen wit-
nessed the initiative’s inception 
and said what started as a few 
students exploring robotics, 3D 
printing and other activities dur-
ing lunchtime slowly turned into 
a dedicated club.

“Our involvement in the annu-
al WARP competition over the 
past three years has been a major 
catalyst for growth,” he said. 

“The students themselves lead 
this effort, ensuring continuity 
by mentoring younger members 
and passing on skills.

“I open the space and support 
where I can, but it’s the students 
who drive the club forward.

“A key goal of the club is to 
help students develop practical 

skills in coding, construction, 
metalwork, and engineering, 
while also encouraging pathways 
into STEM careers.”

Mr McMullen said as a new 
contender, KSHS’ performance 
was a testament to what dedicat-
ed hills students could achieve 
even against veteran competi-
tors.

“As a relatively new team to 
WARP, we’re definitely punch-
ing above our weight,” he said.

“We don’t have the funding 
or resources that many private 
schools or university-backed 
teams enjoy, but what we do 
have is a passionate and commit-
ted group of students.

“That seems to be enough to 
keep us competitive with the 
best.”

The team have been invited to 
the National Championships on 
the east coast in 2026 and will 
consider raising $10,000 to reg-
ister after recovering from the 
WARP weekend.

With students graduating each 
year, KSHS’ STEM depart-
ment’s focus is now on building 
engagement in the younger years 
to ensure continuity.

The school has registered a 
team in this year’s FIRST Lego 
League aimed at sparking early 
interest in robotics and STEM 
for lower years.

Kalamunda Senior High School STEM students placed second over-
all, behind hosting university Curtin, for their robot’s performance 
and design in a reef themed competition. 
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At The Rural Building Co, we build homes with space to play. We know that you want to spend time 
together, as a family, both inside and out, which is why our homes are built with space for everyone.

me 
e.

PROUDLY BUILT BY

BC
114

22MEMBER OF THE

PROUDLY BUILT BY

Explore more at ruralbuilding.com.au

VISIT ONE OF OUR 
DISPLAY HOMES

THE DARLINGTON
81 Darlington Road, Darlington

THE GELORUP RETREAT
4 Olearia Court, Gelorup

Preparing for highly contagious H5 bird flu
ANITA MCINNES

THE Australian Government 
is preparing for a highly con-
tagious strain of bird flu that 
is not in Australia yet but has 
spread quickly across the world, 
according to the Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water’s H5 
avian influenza page.

DCCEEW said while bird flu 
preparedness activities had been a 
national focus for many years, H5 
bird flu had spread quickly across 
the world through the movement 
of wild birds.

“We are preparing for a possible 
outbreak of H5 bird flu in Aus-
tralia and working collaboratively 
with state and territory govern-
ments, industries and the non-gov-
ernment sector to enhance pre-
paredness and national response 
capabilities,’’ the page said.

“Overseas outbreaks show that 
H5 bird flu would have significant 
impacts on our wildlife and agri-
culture industry, especially poul-
try and communities if it reaches 
Australia.

“First Nations communities may 
be uniquely impacted, particularly 
in relation to traditional hunting 
practices, culturally significant 
species and land use.”

The page said government ac-
tions were focused on preparing 
for an outbreak and supporting 
biodiversity, the industries, oth-
er sectors and communities that 
would be affected.

In the rest of the world, the H5 
avian influenza strain has caused 
severe disease and high death 
rates in wild birds, infected more 

than 500 bird species from more 
than 25 avian orders and infected 
more than 60 species of mammals 
including seals, dairy cattle, cats, 
foxes, dogs and a pig.

H5 bird flu has also infected 
some people who worked close-
ly with infected animals or en-
vironments contaminated with 
bird droppings and the ability to 
directly infect poultry with HPAI 
viruses and cause severe disease 
immediately (without needing to 
mutate).

The Department of Primary In-
dustries and Regional Develop-
ment (DPIRD), which is organis-
ing a free biosecurity workshop 
in September for pasture-based 
poultry producers, said the avi-
an influenza risk to poultry from 
close contact with wild birds was 
well recognised. 

DPIRD told Echo News it was 
unable to provide information on 
the number of pastured poultry 
producers in WA.

A DPIRD spokeswoman said 
good biosecurity practices were 
essential to reduce the risk signif-
icantly.

“Surveillance programs are in 
place to detect the different strains 
of avian influenza present in wild 
birds in Western Australia and 
Australia,” she said. 

“The WA poultry industry im-
plements biosecurity measures to 
reduce the likelihood of the avian 
influenza virus being introduced to 
poultry properties.  

“This includes segregating com-
mercial and domesticated birds 
from wild birds, sanitising water 
and practicing good disinfection 
onto and off the property.’’

She said DPIRD continued to 
engage with producers to increase 
awareness of clinical signs of avi-
an influenza to aid early detection 
and rapid response. 

“These workshops will assist 
pastured-based poultry producers 
to develop a plan to implement 
processes, specific to their farm, to 
improve biosecurity.’’ 

Poultry owners are encouraged 
to attend a half-day workshop at 
the Lowery Community Hall in 
Bullsbrook on Monday, September 
15.

Deputy chief veterinary officer 
Marion Seymour said the work-
shops would focus on biosecuri-
ty actions pasture-based poultry 
businesses can take to keep their 
flocks healthy and reduce the risk 
of a range of diseases, including all 
types of avian influenza.

“By the end of the workshop, 
pasture-based poultry owners will 
have the first draft of a biosecuri-
ty plan tailored to their property, 
a suite of biosecurity information 
and a farm biosecurity gate sign to 
take home,” Dr Seymour said.

“Local DPIRD field veterinari-
ans will also be on-hand to assist 
and answer poultry biosecurity 
questions.”

To register visit the DPIRD 
Eventbrite page at tinyurl.com/2ur 
de3xs 

Unusual signs of disease or mass 
mortalities in domesticated birds, 
wild birds or other wildlife should 
be reported as soon as possible to 
the emergency animal disease hot-
line on 1800 675 888.

The Opposition has been con-
tacted for comment.

Overseas outbreaks show H5 bird flu will have significant effects on wildlife and the agricultural 
industry especially poultry if it reaces Australia, according to DCCEEW.
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kalamunda.wa.gov.au

PUBLIC NOTICE
Draft Local Planning Policy 33
Future Forest
At its Ordinary Council Meeting on 22 July 2025, the City of 
Kalamunda resolved to advertise the draft Local Planning Policy 33 – 
Future Forest for public comment.

The draft Policy provides a clear and balanced approach to 
managing tree canopy cover across the City, while recognising 
the rights of landowners. It has been prepared following the 
revocation of the former Tree Retention Policy and reflects lessons 
learned, community expectations, and alignment with the City’s 
environmental strategies.

A copy of the Policy is available from the City’s 
Administration Building, Libraries or online at: 
engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/FutureForest

Alternative to the survey, written submissions can be provided via:

Email: enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au
Post: PO Box 42, Kalamunda WA 6926
In Person: City of Kalamunda, 2 Railway Road, Kalamunda

Comments close 5pm, Friday 24 October 2025

For further information contact the City’s Strategic Planning 
Services team via 9257 9999 or enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au

Anthony Vuleta
Chief Executive Officer

FOUR young runners from the 
Swan area finished a 423km ultra-
marathon to Bluff Knoll last week 
while fundraising for multiple scle-
rosis (MS).

Brothers Matt and Josh Fabila from 
Swan View, Ryan Fazzalari from 
Middle Swan, and Cumoram Des-
mond from Midvale were part of a 
six-man group who set out for the run 
from Osborne Park on August 17.

The runners, all former students of 
La Salle College and Governor Stir-
ling Senior High School, faced torren-
tial rain, thunderstorms, freezing tem-
peratures, and injuries ranging from 
partially ruptured Achilles tendons to 
torn muscles.

Despite the challenges, the men 
completed the full-length run on Au-
gust 22, and summitted Bluff Knoll 
the following day, adding an addition-
al 6.8km to the journey.

The ultramarathon raised $13,245 
for MS, exceeding their original 
$10,000 target with the money to be 
donated to MSWA.

The run was organised by long-time 
friends Matt Fabila and Ryan Faz-
zalari through the Desires Movement 
Run Club, which the pair cofounded.

The club was launched in January 
this year, as a way to link personal de-
velopment with community building 
and support for charitable causes.

Mr Fabila said MS was a cause close 
to his heart because it was a condition 
that affected his friend’s mother, and 
he saw its impacts on day-to-day life.

“MS was close to me because it 
affected my friend’s mum daily,” he 
said.

“I saw a way to bring greater aware-
ness to a cause close to me and felt the 

cause needed greater spotlight.”
Mr Fabila said the support in the 

Midland area was strong, with com-
munity members attending the fund-
raiser and businesses donating or 
pledging support.

“Recently retired Fremantle Dock-
er Michael Walters, who always sup-
ports things in the local area, came 
back and hosted the fundraiser night 
with a Q&A panel to support local 
boys doing something worthwhile,” 
he said.

Mr Fazzalari said the Desires run 
club welcomed new members of all 
abilities and offered a chance to com-
mit to good causes.

“It wasn’t just about the kilo-
metres,” he said.

“It was about proving to ourselves, 
and showing others, that when you 
commit to something bigger than 
yourself, the impossible becomes pos-
sible.”

According to MS Australia, MS is 
a chronic disease affecting the brain, 
spinal cord and optic nerve and im-
pacts more young people in Austral-
ia than any other chronic progressive 
neurological disease.

The body’s own immune system 
mistakenly attacks the spine and 
breaks down the fat protecting the 
nerves, exposing it and slowing down 
the brain’s signals to the rest of the 
body.

This can lead to difficulties walk-
ing, reduced hand and arm function, 
loss of sensation, pain, vision changes 
and changes to thinking and memory.

There is no known cure for the dis-
ease and its various types but care 
options to support people living with 
MS are available.

More information can be found at 
www.msaustralia.org.au

Swan men run to Bluff Knoll for MS

GUANHAO CHENG
THE Mundaring Chamber of Commerce has 
set a new course for 2025, appointing a new 
committee and beginning work on a five-year 
strategic plan shaped by member feedback.

The chamber’s vice president Ronald Colijn, 
who runs Café Mojo in Mundaring, said members 
had completed two surveys to help guide priori-
ties.

“We are creating a strategic five-year vision 
with the help of members, key stakeholders and 
the shire,” he said.

“We have a goal to double our membership this 
year, and we are already nearly there.”

Officially incorporated in 1999, the chamber 
provides a platform for local businesses, not-for-
profits and government representatives to connect.

Mr Colijn said collaboration remained central to 
its growth.

“The committee consists of six enthusiastic 
business owners wanting to make a difference in 
business owners’ life,” he said.

“We facilitate Sundowners every month to high-
light our small businesses, network and connect.”

He said the chamber had also revitalised its Sat-
urday markets in Mundaring.

“Locals love our growers and their produce at 
the markets,” he said.

“We successfully run the Mundaring farmers’ 
markets every Saturday showcasing our small 
businesses.

“Support from the Mundaring Community Bank 
has buoyed the chamber, which has launched a 
new website and is preparing ‘some great ideas 
coming up soon,’” he said.

Mr Colijn encouraged residents and businesses 
to consider joining.

“It’s not what we can do for you, it’s what you 
can do for your business community,” he said.

“Become a member, it’s ridiculously cheap, but 
your membership gives us gravitas to represent 
you and your business community and fight for 
your causes.

“We are new, we are fresh, we are an exciting 
Mundaring Chamber.”

Anyone interested in joining the Mundaring 
Chamber of Commerce may visit the website at 
www.mundaringchamber.org.au or contact Rosal-
ba via memberships@mundaringchamber.org.au.

Mundaring Chamber of 
Commerce’s new direction

The Mundaring Chamber of Commerce has appointed a new committee and is inviting 
new members to join as they form their five-year strategic plan.

The six-man team undertook the 
challenge to raise funds for MS 
support, exceeding their target 
by $3000 at the end of the trek.

GUANHAO CHENG
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THE eastern suburbs are set to benefit from one of the 
biggest affordable and social housing construction pro-
grams in Western Australian history as part of a state 
and federal government initiative to deliver 1146 new 
homes in the metro area, including 546 in the east.

Stage one of the program will include 197 apartments in 
Ellenbrook at Lot 29 in The Parkway and 56 apartments in 
Woodbridge at Lot 602 (No. 15) Yelverton Drive.

Stage 2 includes 120 apartments in Midland at Lot 6 Victo-
ria Street, 100 apartments in Malaga at site 2, Ballajura Sta-
tion Precinct and 73 apartments in Bassendean at Lot 9644 
(no 1) Park Lane.

WA company PACT Construction will deliver develop-
ments in Ellenbrook, Bassendean, White Gum Valley, Wel-
lard, Kelmscott, Subiaco, and Butler, delivering 501 apart-
ments.

EMCO Building, a leading WA building company, will de-
velop 293 apartments in Midland, Malaga and Woodbridge.

The apartments will be one and two-bedroom apartments 
and will be around 80 per cent affordable and 20 per cent 
social housing, all of which are located close to Metronet 
stations or high-frequency public transport corridors.

In stage 1 the 3595sqm Woodbridge site will provide 56 
apartments of which 12 will be for social housing and 44 
for affordable housing, with 20 one-bed apartments at 55sqm 
and 36 two-bed apartments at 67sqm over four storeys and 
39 residential parking bays and 10 for visitors.

Stage 1 in the 16,858sqm Ellenbrook site will see the con-
struction of 197 apartments with 20 per cent allocated to 
social housing (40) and 167 to affordable housing, with 83 
one-bed 54sqm apartments and 114 two-bed 66-69sqm apart-
ments over three storeys with 120 residential parking bays.

Stage 2 in Midland at Lot 6 Victoria Street on a 5240sqm 
site will provide 120 apartments, of which 24 will be allo-

cated to social housing and 96 for affordable housing, with 
20 one-bed 50-62sqm apartments and 90 two-bed 66-72sqm 
apartments over four to six storeys with provision for 67 res-
idential parking bays.

Also in stage 2, the 4500sqm Malaga site will cater for 
100 apartments with 20 for social housing and the remain-
ing 80 for affordable housing, with 34 53-57sqm one-bed 
apartments and 66 two-bed 68-79sqm apartments over seven 
storeys with 66 residential car bays, 14 visitor bays and eight 
commercial bays.

The Stage 2 Bassendean site at 3363sqm will provide 73 
apartments with 15 allocated for social housing and the re-
maining 58 apartments for social housing, with 26 one-bed 
53-56sqm and 48 two-bed 71-77sqm apartments over nine 
storeys with 43 residential and 11 visitor car bays.

Construction on the first project is set to commence in the 
first quarter of 2026, with the build time of each project ex-
pected to take between 16 and 30 months.

Social housing boost for eastern suburbs

PETER W LEWIS

Concept drawings of the new social and affordable housing in, from left, Malaga, Ellenbrook, and from top right Woodbridge, Bassendean and Midland. 
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Roaming cats can harm local wildlife. The City of Kalamunda 
is introducing humane trapping in sensitive areas to reduce 
the impact of uncontained cats.

Paws at home, 
wildlife thrives.

kalamunda.wa.gov.au

Keep your cat safe and compliant:
• Keep them indoors or contained
• Register, microchip, sterilise & ID
• It’s the law — Cat Local Law 2023

Let’s protect our pets and our environment.

CITY of Swan council has endorsed its new strategic 
community plan (SCP) 2025-2035, setting out a bold 
community-led vision for the next 10 years.

The plan outlines the city’s priorities and goals across 
all areas of local government, protecting the natural 
environment to supporting economic growth, boosting 
wellbeing, and building places where people truly feel 
at home – the SCP will guide every decision, service 
and advocacy effort over the next 10 years. 

The SCP reflects the city’s most extensive in-house 
community engagement campaign to date. 

Over 14 weeks, more than 3400 people engaged and 
shared their views at 45 events across 42 suburbs, with 
a wide cross-section of our community and residents 
from all our suburbs contributing their thoughts and as-
pirations.

City of Swan Mayor Tanya Richardson said the 
strong community response was instrumental in shap-

ing the new SCP, representing a genuine expression of 
local aspirations. 

“Our community told us what matters most to them, 
and we listened,” she said. 

“This was the largest community consultation we’ve 
conducted, and it has captured the diversity, energy and 
passion that defines the City of Swan – it is truly our 
community’s plan for the future.” 

The SCP 2025-2035 is built around five key result 
areas:
•	 Natural environment – protecting and restoring our 

ecosystems, growing green spaces, conserving water-
ways, and leading in sustainability and climate adap-
tation.

•	 Social – fostering safety, inclusivity and cultural ex-
pression, while investing in youth services, events, 
public health, and spaces that connect people.

•	 Built environment – shaping sustainable growth for a 
population expected to exceed 220,000 by 2035, cre-
ating inviting public spaces, preserving heritage and 
delivering high-quality infrastructure and transport. 

•	 Economic – driving local business growth, boosting 
tourism in the Swan Valley, creating diverse local job 
opportunities and activating vibrant commercial hubs.

•	 Governance – leading with transparency, advocacy 
and exceptional services, while ensuring every action 
delivers lasting value for the community. 
Mayor Richardson said the plan reflects a shared vi-

sion and long-term commitment to building a connected 
and resilient community. 

“We are proud to serve one of Western Australia’s 
fastest-growing and diverse local governments,” she 
said. 

“This plan ensures that as our city continues to grow, 
we do so in a way that is inclusive, connected and sus-
tainable. 

“Our goal is to make the City of Swan an even better 
place to live, work and visit for both current residents 
and for generations to come.” 

The SCP will be delivered through various strategies 
and plans, aligning with the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals to contribute to a global vision for 
a better future. 

To read the SCP go to www.swan.wa.gov.au

Swan sets strategic direction for next decade

The City of Swan’s strategic plan 2025-2035 sets out its priorities and goals for the next decade.
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Many of the original Echo staff celebrate the 
1st birthday in 1986. Picture MIDLAND PHOTOGRAPHERS

Echo News owners and staff in August 2025.

ECHO News has now 
turned 40 and remains 
one of the few independent 
suburban newspaper 
survivors, owned and 
largely staffed by local 
people.

   
 C

ELEBRATING

ANNIVERSARY

40 YEARSNEWS
1985-2025

Echo News celebrates 40 yearsEcho News celebrates 40 years

From humble beginnings...From humble beginnings...
IN August, 1985, the then Mid-
land-Kalamunda Echo published its 
first edition out of an old house in 
Keane Street, previously the home 
of pastors who had preached at the 
long-ago demolished church, which 
once stood on the vacant land next 
door.

The Echo has been going ever since
Today, the old house is gone, and 

so too are some of the staff who once 
served the Echo so well, including 
journalist, the late Peter Stoner and one 
of our founders the late Giovanni Ste-
fanelli.

However, while the house was de-
molished to make way for the mul-
ti-storey Swan District Masonic Cen-
tre on The Avenue in Midland, the 
Midland-Kalamunda Echo, now Echo 
News, lives on with new staff, many of 
them local.

Ironically, the Echo office today is 
in almost the same location as where 
it started.

The entrance to the car park sits 
roughly where the office once stood, 
while the new office is located virtually 
on the footprint of the original church, 
on the ground floor of the Midland Pro-

fessional Centre.
Even a fire in 

1992, and a flood 
two years ago, 
didn’t stop the pa-
per coming out.

Despite early 
copies of the paper 
and other records going up in smoke, 
in the 1992 fire staff continued to work 
out of the little office in Keane Street 
to ensure readers got their weekly local 
newspaper.

Something the Echo News team does 
to this day.
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Echo’s from the past
NEWS 1985-2025
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On August 5, 1985, The Midland-Kalamunda ECHO published its first edition

BACK in 1985 Allen Cannell was confident that 
a venture between himself, several Midland 
businessmen and a handful of staff would lead 
to a new independently owned local newspaper.

Still going strong 40 years later, it is one of the 
few independent suburban newspapers which has 
managed to keep its leadership and ownership lo-
cal.

Allen, along with office manager Elsie Gibson, 
decided to break away from the suburban news-
paper group they were working on to start a new 

paper.
Sales representative Di Gar-

diner and journalists George 
Temple and Adele Lang joined 
them, the latter juggling twin 
roles as the paper’s cadet and 
receptionist.

Their financial backers were 
a posse of prominent Midland 
businessmen – Giovanni Ste-
fanelli, Bruce Cullam, Jack 
McShane and Albert Di Lallo – 
with Allen also holding a share 

in Birkenhead, the paper’s parent company.
The majority of the staff were once employed 

by The Midland-Kalamunda Reporter.
Allen is out of the newspaper game, having re-

tired in 2006 when he also sold his shares to Lane 
Taylor, who has been the company’s accountant 
since 1991.

Out of the original shareholders, only Bruce 
Cullam remains, while Giovanni ‘John’ Stefanel-
li’s son Joe remains as a director.

Allen fondly recalls those early dramatic days 
of the Echo’s inception.

“It was an absolute miracle that we got that first 
paper out,” he said.

Originally from Liverpool, he had migrated to 
Australia and worked his way up to managerial 
level in former WA department store, Boans, be-
fore landing a job at Comment News, where he 
developed his fascination with the newspaper in-
dustry.

A natural salesman, he quickly learned the 
ropes and was at the top of his game when he 
launched the Echo, named after the newspaper in 
his former home city.

Allen was the first with a smile, loved a laugh 
and had an open door policy to the many local 
people who swarmed into the little office at 7 
Keane Street in Midland, with stories to tell, axes 
to grind, wedding and baby photos to share, or 
merely to have ‘a cuppa tea and a bun’ and a chat 
with him and his staff.

His humour extended to the newspaper, one ex-
ample being a cartoon with him as a caricature 
announcing, “the Echo Newspaper has acquired 
The West Australian Newspaper Group which 
will increase our circulation to being statewide.” 
The date was April 1, 2006.

Journalist George Temple, who lived in the area 
and was only 21-years-old when he took on the 
role of senior reporter, remembers it well.

Back then, the ‘journos’ wrote their stories on 
a typewriter from a sleepout at the back of the 
house, which was boiling in summer and freezing 
in winter.

How times have changed, with the Echo now 
housed in modern offices on the ground floor of 
the Midland Professional Centre on The Avenue, 
Midland.

The Echo grows from humble start

Allen Cannell who started the paper back 
in 1985 with the support of several Mid-
land businessmen.

AS the Echo News enters its 40th year of 
publishing I am proud to be part of an inde-
pendent and locally owned newspaper that 
with support from advertisers and readers 
alike will be around for years to come.

As a long-time journalist and former news-
paper proprietor myself that has owned and 
operated four newspapers over the years, I 
believe in the importance of independent jour-
nalism and local newspapers.

While we face continued competition from 
social media advertising, many advertisers 
continue to see the value in advertising in lo-
cal newspapers away from the world of con-
stant scams and misinformation.

Since I began at the Echo more than two and 
a half years ago we have worked to bring the 
paper to the digital age and our website now 
attracts more than 1.4 million interactions a 
year from more than 312,000 active users.

The Echo News website is now a living ar-
chive of community news, celebrations and 
achievements with readers now able to go 

through past 
digital edi-
tions and 
stories that 
provide a 
chronologi-
cal database 
of local news, 
enter ta inment , 
community infor-
mation, special reports, 
investigative journalism and sport that contin-
ues to grow each week.

 On behalf of my team, I would like to thank 
our advertisers and readers for their continued 
support .

The Echo News hopes to be a part of our lo-
cal communities in the cities of Swan and Kal-
amunda, and shires of Mundaring, Chittering, 
Northam and York and Town of Bassendean 
for many years to come.

Peter W Lewis 
General Manager/Editor Echo News

From the GM and Editor’s deskFrom the GM and Editor’s desk

Peter W Lewis
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The City of Kalamunda 
congratulates The Echo on 

40 years of serving our community!

Thank you for four decades of telling our stories, 
connecting our community, and being a trusted 
voice in the region. Here’s to many more years of 

partnership and local storytelling.

kalamunda.wa.gov.au

Echo’s from the past
NEWS 1985-2025
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40 YEARS

4o years on the Echo News is still going 
strong supporting the community
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Can’t get to the bank?  
John, your local  

ANZ Mobile Lender  
can come to you.

This Mobile Lender operates as ANZ Mortgage Solutions Midland, an independently 
operated franchise of Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) 
ABN 11 005 357 522. Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All applications 
for credit are subject to ANZ’s normal credit approval criteria. The Australian Credit 
Licence Number 234527. ANZ’s colour blue is a trade mark of ANZ. Item No. 89922 
04.2014 W385949

John Harris
0433 333 430
harrisj@anzmortgagesolutions.com

Whether you are buying a home,  
renovating, investing or refinancing,  

contact John Harris.

Phone A/H: 9296 8833 Fax: 9296 8855
Email: mcfelectrics@bigpond.com.au
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SELLING?
CALL SWAN VALLEY’S MOST 
RESPECTED AGENT!

Due to lack of space the crossword will not be running in this week’s 
Ellenbrook edition. We apologise for any inconvenience. 

Please check our website for the Crossword and last weeks solution.

RASHELLE PREDOVNIK

FORMER ice addict 
Peter Lyndon-James, 
will bare his soul to the  
nation next week when 
his controversial drug 
rehabilitation program 
premiers on the ABC’s 
Australian Story.

The Shalom House 
founder was in and out 
of jail on drugs and guns 
charges before he found 
God and Christianity in 
2000.

The Australian of the 
Year  nalist, has learned 
to change and he has 
pioneered the way for 

Shalom House founder Peter Lyndon-Jame’s life will be laid bare on Australian Story this Monday in an episode he hopes will inspire and encourage others. 

others who want to turn 
their lives around. 

He started Shalom 
House in 2012 to help 
drug addicts restore 
their lives and has seen 
numbers grow from just 
a few residents to over 
80 men, in  nine houses, 
in just four years.

The episode on Mon-
day April 10, screens 
on the back of epidemic 
levels of ice use around 
Australia and Breaking 
Good gives an inside 
look into the program 
Lyndon-James runs that 

gets surprising results. 
New residents agree to 

go cold turkey off their 
drugs, stop smoking, 
get their heads shaved, 
disconnect from family, 
friends and phones, and 
go to church three times 
a week.

The program, which 
gets no government 
funding, is proving suc-
cessful in turning crim-
inals into upstanding, 
productive members of 
society. 

Lyndon-James says 
residents pay $300 a 
week to live at Shalom 
House and the mon-
ey usually comes from 
their Centrelink pay-
ments. 

“We help them com-
pletely restore their 
 nances and their rela-
tionships.  

“We get everyone of 
our fellas off Centrelink 
within eight months.” 

Australian Story fol-
lows the progress of 
Shalom House residents 
from new arrivals get-
ting their heads shaved 
to residents nearing the 
end of their stay. 

Australian Story pro-
ducer Caitlin Shea told 
Echo News she was im-

pressed they had been 
allowed to  lm with 
virtually no constraints, 
and in her experience 
that was unusual.

“I think his openness 
is part of him owning 
up to his past and living 
a life that is completely 
transparent because he 
used to be a dishonest 
person.”

Ms Shea said she had 
her own preconceptions 
about drug addicts be-
fore the  lming project 
began.

“I have to admit I was 
a little apprehensive but 
I walked in and there 
were these lovely young 
men who all looked like 
tradies, not addicts, and 
they were keen to tell 
me their stories.”

Ms Shea said the ex-
perience challenged the 
stereotypes she had.

“I had a really inter-
esting and engaging ex-
perience; it was hearten-
ing to see all these men 
trying so hard to turn 
their lives around.”

“There’s a lot of Bible 
study and church-going 
and I don’t think it’s 
suitable for everyone 
but it seemed to be help-
ing many of these young 

men to get their lives 
back on track.”

Despite its success, 
the City of Swan has 
taken legal action over 
Shalom House’s bid to 
stay open in its current 
location.

The city launched 
legal action against a 
decision by the State 
Administrative Tribunal 
(SAT) which the city 
says was incorrect.

SAT disagreed with 
the city classifying Sha-
lom House as a residen-
tial building and encour-
aged the city to enact its 
discretionary powers 
and reconsider Shalom 
Houses as an unlisted or 
innominate use.

A solicitor acting 
for Shalom House told 
Echo News the central 
issue was whether or not 
the city had the power to 
exercise their discretion 
in approving the current 
use of the properties by 
Shalom.

“The city says that it 
does not, and Shalom’s 
position is that it does, 
and the Supreme Court 
should hopefully re-
solve that dispute.”

The matter was heard 
in January and both par-

ties are now waiting for 
a decision.

In the meantime, Lyn-
don-James is hoping to 
roll out the program to 
other shires and Kala-
munda Shire president 
Andrew Waddell said it 
was a conversation he 
would welcome.

“We’d certainly be in-
terested to have that sort 
of thing running in the 
shire however we would 
need to get the planning 
right.”

“But let’s have that 
conversation from the 
onset because there’s 
lots of opportunity for 

growth in our area and 
let’s see if we can work 
together to realise it.”

But Mundaring Shire 
chief executive of cer 
Jonathan Throssell said 
from a planning per-
spective, the industry 
was awaiting a decision 
from the Supreme Court 
as to what is deemed the 
appropriate ‘use’ of the 
property.

“Until this is deter-
mined, the Shire of 
Mundaring is unable to 
provide clarity about the 
formal land use permis-
sibility of such opera-
tions.”

An Australian story
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RASHELLE PREDOVNIK

A SPATE of creepy clown 
sightings in suburbs 
including Ellenbrook, 
Beechboro, Kalamunda, 
Northam, Stratton and 
Bal la jura  conf i rms 
a bizarre movement 
that began in America 
has arrived in Western 
Australia and scary 
sightings are expected to 
increase as Halloween 
approaches.

WA Police issued a 
warning last week about 
the movement, which 
sees jokers scaring the 
general public, follow-
ing reports of sightings 

in Mandurah.
The phenomenon, 

which is yet to be ex-
plained, appears to be 
a copycat of recent in-
cidents reported in the 
United States.

The movement began 
with reports of clowns 
trying to lure children 
into woods in South 
Carolina in August.

Clown groups sprout-
ed across the US and 
sightings of people 
dressed in terrifying 
clown out ts, parading 
the streets, frightening 
passing cars and whis-

Creepy 
clown 
sightings

pering at people through 
bushes has closed down 
schools and put authori-
ties on high alert.

The movement, 
which has now made its 
way to the United King-
dom, has been publi-
cised by social media 
where photos and vide-
os of scary sightings are 
shared. 

A post on the Strat-
ton Neighbourhood 
Watch Facebook page 
on Sunday, October 9 
said a clown was spot-
ted walking up Farrall 
Rd towards the Stratton 
shops.

A clown standing in 
a park in Ballajura last 
weekend prompted a 
 urry of comments on 
Facebook, including a 
few jokes about punch-
ing it, hitting it with a 
cricket bat, stabbing it 
and using pepper spray.

But Midland Police 
Senior Sergeant Jason 
Longhorn said the wel-
fare of the clown was 
actually one of his con-
cerns and those who 
thought it would be fun 
to dress up like a clown 
to scare people needed 
to be wary.

“Some people will 
run away whereas oth-
ers will take exception 
to these clowns and at-
tack them.”

Sen Sergeant Long-
horn said the situation 
could easily escalate to 
a point no one expected.

He said the clown 
could also be charged 
with a range of criminal 
offences, including tres-
passing, creating false 
belief, possession of a 
disguise and weapons 
offences. 

Last weekend, 
Northam Police nabbed 
a creepy clown after he 
chased a group of teen-
age girls near the shop-
ping centre in Fitzgerald 
St on Saturday night.

A 19-year-old Northam 
man was arrested and 
charged with disorderly 
behaviour and the pos-
session of a disguise. 

Police said owning a 
disguise was not unlaw-
ful unless it was used to 
conceal a person’s iden-
tity while committing 
an offence.

Posts from members 
of the Perth Clown 
Watch Facebook page 
reported sightings at 

the Beechboro IGA, the 
Zig Zag in Kalamunda 
and three heavily armed 
clowns were spotted in 
Ellenbrook on Radiata 
Ave two nights in a row.

Reports of clowns 
arming themselves with 
machetes, hammers, 
chainsaws and old 
cricket bats prompted a 
WA Police spokesman 
to say action would be 
taken if police believed 
they were causing fear.

Although dressing as 
a clown isn’t against 
the law police said they 
would investigate if a 
person engaged in ac-
tivity that was criminal, 
anti-social or threaten-
ing towards others.

On Tuesday this 
week, schools were 
warned they could 
be targeted by peo-
ple dressed as creepy 
clowns, in an attempt to 
scare students.

Sen Sergeant Long-
horn said there had been 
no clown sighting inci-
dents reported in Mid-
land and Midvale-based 
costume store Costumes 
in the Valley con rmed 
there had not been an 
increase in the num-

ber of clown costumes 
hired.

Employee Charlie 
Dehnam said tradition-
ally clown costumes 
were not popular as 
many people had a fear 
of clowns – a condition 
known as coulrophobia.

“It’s very rare a clown 
costume goes out, they 
are not one of our big 
movers.”

On Tuesday this week 
a post on the Perth 
Clown Watch Facebook 
page said clown sight-
ing reports had reduced 
severely. 

“We believe this is 
happening due to the 

clowns having better 
things to do than chase 
people with weapons.” 

The post said clown 
activity was expected 
to rise during this week-
end and days before and 
after Halloween. 

“Once activity in-
creases we will begin 
reporting to the com-
munity on our regular 
schedule.”

Meanwhile discus-
sions about the clowns 
sightings continue on 
Facebook, with one post 
advising: “If you’re be-
ing attacked by a group 
of clowns – go for the 
juggler.”

Traditional party clowns are upset these hellraisers 
are distorting a fun, wholesome art form and  

that they are being referred to as “clowns” at all.

Phone 
9250 1733  

for an appointment
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Dental Prothetists Malcolm J McArthur & Raynee McArthur 

• New full dentures
• New partial dentures
• Denture repairs  
• Denture relines
• Sports mouthguards

@ Foothills Denture Clinic
We also 

deal with 
Veterans’ 

Affairs and all 
health funds 

through 
HICAPS

Shop 4, 16 The Avenue, Midland

@ FFFFFFFFFFoottthhhhhhhhhhillllllllllls Dent re Clinic
Enjoy your Smile

SYNTHETIC GRASS SPECIALISTS
RESIDENTIAL - SPORTING - COMMERCIAL
www.greenplanetgrass.com.au

Green Planet Grass)
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PREVENT STORM DAMAGE

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

Prune trees around property and powerlines 
QUALIFIED for all aspects of trees

NO JOB too BIG or too SMALL

E: a1trees@bigpond.net.au Tree Guild Member
9291 74029293 3043 

Shop 1/22 Haynes St, Kalamunda

*Some Exclusions apply

For all your 
jewellery repairs,

design and 
restoration.

info@kalamundajewellers.com.au
www.kalamundajewellers.com.au
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End of Financial Year Sale 30% OFF!*

Now open in Kalamunda

Beautiful yarns, knitting needles  
& crochet tools.

WE STOCK KATIA, MANOS DEL URUGUAY,  
MALABRIGO, KOIGU, JO SHARP AND MORE

Tue-Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 9am-3pm
Shop 3, 22 Haynes Street, Kalamunda

email: info@knitpurl.com.au    
www.knitpurl.com.au

    Find us on

CROCHET FOR BEGINNERS 
Tuesday Evenings or Wednesday mornings 

starting in July. Come in store for more  
information or check our Facebook page.
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SUPER 
MITCHELL 

BROTHERS!

235 Knutsford Avenue, Cloverdale 6105
www.pmmetro.com.au

26 KENNETH ROAD

ECHO230618L

IN HIG
H  

WYCOMBE

ANOTHER

 SOLD

he 
ER 
ELL 
ERS!

H ROAD

Call
SUP

MITC
BROT

Nick Mitchell
0415 833 131

Alex Mitchell
0404 122 943

Mayhem mars 
meeting

LIAM DUCEY

ONLINE insults, legal 
threats, violence and in-
timidation – the battle 
over Midland Oval is 
of cially getting nasty 
as the community reels 

Violence derailed the Special Elector’s Meeting on Monday, leaving Mayor David Lucas bleeding and 
his attacker unconcious on the fl oor of Midland Town Hall. Pictures: LIAM DUCEY

from the unprovoked 
attack on City of Swan 
Mayor David Lucas on 
Monday night.

A 67-year-old Mid-
land man, believed to 
be Warren Jeater, was 
charged with one count 

of assaulting a person 
performing a public 
function, which carries 
a maximum jail term of 
12 years in prison, and 
unlawful damage after 
allegedly striking the 
Mayor with a micro-
phone in front of more 
than 100 witnesses.

The fallout from the 
shocking instance was 
immediate.

Save Midland Oval 
organisers moved to 
distance themselves 
from Mr Jeater, with 
Save Midland Oval 
Facebook page admin-
istrator Grace Turco 
issuing a statement de-
nouncing his actions, 
stating he had no con-
nection with the group.

Swan councillor 
Mark Elliot, who had 
been sitting just metres 
to the left of Cr Lucas 

and was visibly shaken 
by the violent attack, 
issued a statement on 
Twitter that seemed to 
link Mr Jeater with the 
campaign, pointing out 
a “nasty undercurrent” 
running through the op-
position campaign.

Speaking to Echo 
News on Wednesday, 
Cr Elliot clari ed his 
claims.

“I do have multiple 
witnesses who have 
mentioned that prior 
to the alleged assault 
he was wearing a hat 
with pink ribbon on it, 
which is the insignia of 
the Save Midland Oval 
group,” he said.

“Now further to that, 
again I’m not suggest-
ing the assailant was a 
member of the group.

“Elements of opposi-
tion to the development 

– not all of them, but el-
ements – have engaged 
in behaviour, certainly 
online and elsewhere, 
that have been demean-
ing and defamatory to 
our council of cers. 

“It’s a poor tone that 
the debate has taken.

“If you have an un-
dercurrent of behaviour 
that is engaging in de-
meaning or defaming 
or derogatory language 
and encouraging it, 
when someone takes it 
a step further, they don’t 
get to be surprised by 
it.”

The demeaning, de-
faming or derogatory 
language Cr Elliot re-
fers to was thrown un-
der the spotlight last 
week, when lawyers 
for City of Swan CEO 
Mike Foley, Momentum 
Legal threatening Save 

Midland Oval Face-
book page administra-
tor Ms Turco and Save 
Midland Oval Face-
book group administra-
tor Patrick Irwin with 
legal action regarding 
defamatory comments 

made on both the page 
and the group.

While Mr Foley did 
not respond to ques-
tions regarding his legal 
challenge, Ms Turco 
issued an immediate
Continued page 4
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Can’t get to the bank?  
John, your local  

ANZ Mobile Lender  
can come to you.

This Mobile Lender operates as ANZ Mortgage Solutions Midland, an independently 
operated franchise of Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) 
ABN 11 005 357 522. Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All applications 
for credit are subject to ANZ’s normal credit approval criteria. The Australian Credit 
Licence Number 234527. ANZ’s colour blue is a trade mark of ANZ. Item No. 89922 
04.2014 W385949

John Harris
0433 333 430
harrisj@anzmortgagesolutions.com

Whether you are buying a home,  
renovating, investing or refinancing,  

contact John Harris.

Phone A/H: 9296 8833 Fax: 9296 8855
Email: mcfelectrics@bigpond.com.au

Extra Lights | Power Points | Ceiling Fans
Light Fittings | Security Lighting | Safety Switches
Surge Protectors | Tool Tagging | Light Sensors

EEEELLLLEEEECCCCCCTTTTRRRIICCCCCCAAAAAAAALLLLL
EEEEEEEELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNBBBBBBRRRRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOKKKKKKKKKKK

Contractors of
Quality Service Guaranteed

EC: 7229

Call MIKE FROST
on 0438 265 617
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Ph 9297 6321

www.lynnandbrown.com.au

Family Law
What will happen to the children?

How will your property be divided?
How do you get divorced?

Come and visit us in our Ellenbrook office:
Shop B7, Ellenbrook Central, Ellen Stirling Parade, Ellenbrook WA
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ROD MCDOUGALL 0418 909 954
PEARD REAL ESTATE SWAN VALLEY (08) 6296 0700
1/25 THE BROADWAY ELLENBROOK

SELLING?
CALL SWAN VALLEY’S MOST 
RESPECTED AGENT!
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Call today for a
FREE assessment

ELLENBROOK 9297 3654
kipmcgrath.com.au

Build a

brighter future

for your child
Kip McGrath’s qualified teachers

create individual tutoring programs,

using proven Kip McGrath methods.

 Maths

 Reading

 English

 Spelling

 Comprehension

ECU research shows a toxic chemical found in Swan River dolphins can cause higher human birth weights associated with chronic diseases in later life. 

Illustration: JOANNE BURETTE

ANITA MCINNES
A CALL this month for 
an investigation into toxic 
chemicals found in Swan 
River dolphins comes 
after researchers found 
one of the chemicals 
can cause higher birth 
weights associated with 
an increased chance 
of developing chronic 
diseases later in life.

The Greens have 
called for a full and 
immediate investiga-
tion into contamina-
tion by per uorinat-

ed compounds in the 
Swan River, following 
a South Australian En-
vironmental Protection 
Authority report, which 
showed that dolphins 
in the Swan River had 
some of the highest per-
 uorooctane sulfonate 
concentrations found 
in marine mammals 
worldwide.

Just before the March 
State Election it was 
reported former Envi-
ronment Minister Albert 
Jacob had known about 
the South Australian 

 ndings since June 2016 
and that the Department 
of Health had advised 
there were no human 
health implications 
from the per uorinated 
compounds detected.

Greens Senator Ra-
chel Siewert said the 
McGowan Government 
should have a good 
look at the new research 
showing the risks of 
toxic chemicals which 
have leached into our 
waterways.

“I have raised con-
cerns with the Feder-
al Government that 
their reaction to toxic 
chemicals found at de-
fence sites and airports 
is sluggish and could 
have long term implica-
tions,’’ she said.

“I urge the Govern-
ment to immediate-
ly look into the death 
of dolphins and other 
possible impacts in the 
Swan River of con-
tamination, that must 
include the toxic chem-
icals that are leaching 
into the river.’’

In December last 
year the Edith Cowan 

University researchers 
said the presence of per-
 uorohexane sulfonate 
(PFHxS), per uorooc-
tanoic acid (PFOA) and 
per uoroctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) in the blood of 
pregnant women had 
previously been associ-
ated with smaller birth 
weights.

But their new re-
search had found the 
related PFAA chemical 
perfluoroundecanoic 
acid (PFUnDA) was 
actually associated with 
higher birth weights and 
con rmed smaller birth 
weights were associated 
with PFHxS.

The SA Environmen-
tal Protection Authority 
report said the Swan 
River dolphins had sig-
ni cantly higher PFAS 
concentrations largely 
due to the prevalence 
of PFOS and the pres-
ence of PFDA, PFNA, 
PFHxA and PFOA – the 
SA EPA acronym for 
perfluoroundecanoic 
acid is PFDA.

Lead researcher Anna 
Callan said the  nding 
that one of a family of 

chemicals used in the 
manufacture of some 
non-stick cookware and 
water resistant fabrics 
was linked to an in-
crease in birth weights 
for babies was signi -
cant.

Dr Callan said having 
either a lower or higher 
birth weight than appro-
priate had been associ-
ated with an increased 
chance of developing 
chronic diseases later in 
life.

“For example, higher 
birth weights have been 
linked with an increased 
risk of childhood obesi-
ty,” she said.

“This research em-
phasises the importance 
of us really understand-
ing the effects that 
chemicals used in in-
dustrial processes have 
on us and our children.

“This is particularly 
important because many 
of these chemicals can 
persist in the environ-
ment and in our bodies 
for decades after their 
use has been stopped.”

The research Mater-
nal exposure to per-

 uoroalkyl acids meas-
ured in whole blood 
and birth outcomes in 
offspring was carried 
out by ECU’s School 
of Medical and Health 
Sciences and School of 
Science and published 
in the Science of the To-
tal Environment.

The toxic chemicals 
found in the Swan Riv-
er dolphins may have 
escaped from Pearce air 
base Chemicals escape 
(Echo News, Decem-
ber 15, 2016) or from a 
drain at Perth Airport.

But as reported in 
Toxic chemicals not just 
a Pearce air base issue, 
(Echo News, August 25, 
2016) as well as once 
being used in  re ght-
ing foams the chem-
icals are widely used 
in a range of industrial 
applications, such as 
textiles, preservatives, 
 uoropolymer and  uo-
roelastomer production, 
surface treatment, food 
packaging, hydraulic oil 
for aeroplanes, cosmet-
ics,  oor wax, polish, 
paint and lacquer.

Toxic mess
for McGowan
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AS LOCAL AS YOU!
PEARD REAL ESTATE SWAN VALLEY (08) 6296 0700
1/25 THE BROADWAY ELLENBROOK

WITH OUR OPTIONS YOU CAN DESIGN THE 
PERFECT BUILDING FOR YOUR NEEDS 

DO IT ONCE, DO IT RITE!

3/36 Comserv Loop,
Ellenbrook, WA 6069

p: 0408 100 505
e: phil@shedrite.com.au

www.shedrite.com.au

ONLY THE FINEST 100% AUSTRALIA BLUESCOPE STEEL

WITH OVER 30 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE

BETTER SHEDS. BIGGER CHOICE. 

SHED RITE, FOR EVERYTHING SHEDS, PATIO AND GARAGES

243 Great Eastern Highway, MIDLAND Ph: (08) 9274 1455

gregsmidland @gregsmidland @gregsmidland

MIDLAND SUPERSTORE

OPEN 7 DAYS
8AM TO 9PM

We

GREG’S MIDLAND

NORTHAM  
GUEST HOUSE

BUDGET ACCOMMODATION

• CLEAN BRIGHT ROOMS • FRIDGE IN ALL ROOMS 
• PLENTY OF HOT WATER • SECURE ON SITE PARKING 

• SECURE BUILDING
51 Wellington Street
Northam 6401 9622 2301 E
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RENT-A-DINGORENT-A-DINGO
DRIVE YOURSELF

OR WITH OPERATOR

FULL RANGE OF
ATTACHMENTS

FREEDELIVERY

0418 940 673
www.rentadingo.com.au
54 Farrall Rd, Midvale
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CLAIRE OTTAVIANO

A SUPER lunar event 
will have astrologists 
and amateur sky-gaz-
ers’ blood racing when 
the Super Blue Blood 
Moon peaks behind the 
Hills on Wednesday. 

A total lunar eclipse over Perth Observatory’s Lowel Dome in Bickley. Picture by Roger Groom, Astro Photography Australia.

The rare event is the 
combination of three 
phenomena, a total 
lunar eclipse (blood 
moon) two full moons 
in one month (a blue 
moon), and the passing 
of the moon on its clos-
est orbit (super moon). 

Perth Observatory’s 
Matt Woods said al-
though their January 31 
total lunar eclipse event 
was sold out, there 
were many places near 
the Bickley astrology 
centre and around the 
eastern and hills region 
with spectacular views 
for avid moon watch-
ers.

“The lunar eclipse is 
such an easy event be-
cause people don’t have 
to pay to go see it and 
it’s something that real-
ly gets kids interested,” 
he said.

Mundaring Weir’s 
South Ledge Lookout 
was named as one great 
vantage point to spot 
the moon rising. 

Lesmurdie Falls and 
Lake Leschenaultia are 
two more hot spots but 
the moon will be visible 
from any backyard. 

Perth is particularly 
lucky as parts of east-
ern Australia, where the 
moon will not rise until 
the morning of Febru-
ary 1 at 1.26am, will 
miss the ‘blue moon’ 
part of the lunar event.

Here in Perth the 
moon will rise at 
7.09pm but not appear 
above the Hills until 
8.15pm, reaching its 
peak at 9.29pm.

Mr Woods said his 
interest in astronomy 
began in 1994 when the 
Space Shuttle Colum-
bia  ew over Northam 

and hoped more chil-
dren would be drawn 
to astronomy through 
events like Wednes-
day’s Super Blue 
Blood Moon.

“At the observatory 
we’ve been focusing 
on getting out there 
and working on sci-
ence outreach,” he 
said.

“We’ve tried to pro-
mote the observato-
ry over the past  ve 
years with a big effort 
to push astronomy 
into the public inter-
est.”

The Perth Observa-
tory also works with 
the University of WA 
and the Gravity Dis-
covery Centre Obser-

vatory  in Gingin who 
will hold an open event 
at Yokine Reserve 
from 7.30pm. 

The Mundaring Vis-
itor Centre said there 
were plenty of camp-
sites still available at 
Lake Leschenaltia for 

an opportunity to sleep 
out under the stars, or 
rather, moon.

While blue moons, 
blood moons and su-
per moons are not rare 
themselves, they have  
not happened together 
since 1866. 

Once in a Super 
Blue Blood Moon
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MID

Affordable  
Family Martial Arts  

located in the Swan Valley

Contact Chris: 0481 882 342
Kuksoolwonbv.com

Kuksoolwon.com (HQ website)
And find us on facebook “kuksool swan”

Mind – confidence
Body – self defence

Spirit – peace

A 2000 year old traditional  
martial art on Tuesday and  

Thursday evenings.
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Contact Sally 
or Victoria

OPEN  
Monday to Friday  
By Appointment

MIDLAND
  LIPPERS9

Grooming all sizes and all breeds
Let us

BEST FRIEND!

BRIGHTENup your

9274 2294 / 0417 941 727E
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Shop 10  
2 The Crescent  

Midland

Phone 9250 1733 for an appointment

Shop 4, 16 The Avenue, Midland

Dental Prothetists Malcolm J McArthur & Raynee McArthur 

• New full dentures
• New implant retained 

over dentures
• Denture repairs & relines
• Sports mouthguards

@ Foothills 
Denture ClinicSmile We also deal with Veterans’ Affairs and all 

health funds through HICAPS

Open Saturday 30th March for Mouthguard Fittings. 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

8 Burra Street
MUNDARING  

TRADE CENTRE
9295 6013
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MRB6626

SERVICE
 REPAIRS

e: dawn@jentecautoservices.com.au

Taking Care  
Of Your Whole Family

Mechanical  
Workshop

Cars | 4WDs | Trucks                  
Diesel & European Cars

(LIGHT 
TRUCKS)

SCHOLARSHIPS
NOW OPEN

John Septimus Roe 
Anglican Community School

2020 

For more information on our Academic and Basketball 
Scholarships, and to apply visit jsracs.wa.edu.au

LIAM DUCEY

IT has been a long, 15-
year  ght to get aged 
care moving on Gavour 
Road, but thedevelop-
ment is one step closer 
after a marathon City 
of Kalamunda council 
meeting on Tuesday 
night.

First put before coun-
cil in October 2004, 
the story of the Gavour 
Road has been one of 
endless delays and end-
less objections.

Council refused to 
rezone lot 500 Gavour 
Road for the purpose of 

aged care in 2004, and 
again refused in July 
2007.

In May 2009, council 
initiated Amendment 
18 to rezone the land, 
which was adopted by 
the then-Shire in No-
vember 2010 but ulti-
mately rejected by Plan-
ning Minister John Day.

Amendment 57 to re-
zone the land was put 
forward in 2013 and 
adopted on April 20, 
2015.

Two years later, 
Planning Minister Rita 
Saf oti approved the 
Local Planning Scheme 

Freeway fl ying
PG 6PG 6

Full steam aheadFull steam ahead Gavour Road development looks 
likely after 15-year- ght for care

amendment, subject to 
minor modi cations, to 
allow for an integrated 
aged care facility to be 
developed.

One of the conditions 
was a Local Develop-
ment Plan (LDP), which 
was before the council 
on Tuesday night - al-
most two years after it 
was submitted by pro-
ponent Ross Leighton 
- when the story entered 
its  nal chapters.

In front of a packed 
public gallery, includ-
ing Federal Aged Care 
Minister Ken Wyatt 
and local MP Matthew 
Hughes, 15 deputations 
were given, with the 
majority running more 
than the allocated 10 
minutes.

Mr Wyatt spoke gen-
erally about aged care, 
and praised Mr Hughes 
for seeking to work 
with the Hasluck MLA 
in his advocacy for 
aged care in the region, 
despite being on oppo-
site ends of the political 
spectrum.

Environmental con-
cerns were raised by Va-
nessa Mazza, while oth-
er deputations sought to 
deny the development 

on planning grounds.
However it was the 

elderly and their advo-
cates who had the most 
impact in their deputa-
tions.

Perphaps the most 
powerful deputation 
came from 82-year-old 
Gooseberry Hill res-
ident James Hansen, 
who said he was at an 
age where he was more 
focused on his health 
and what may lie ahead 
for him.

He told councillors it 
was now crunch time to 
make a decision.

“I feel that the tide is 
turning, and judging by 
the crowd here tonight, 
a wave is rising under 
us,” he said.

“Of the 60,000 peo-
ple living in the City of 
Kalamunda at least 20 
per cent are over the age 
of 65.

“That’s 12,000 retir-
ees looking with anxie-
ty to the future.

“What has been the 
outcome, for them, 
of 15 years of wait-
ing while their council 
danced a jig to the tune 
of a handful of nimbies?

“Nothing.
“The whole Gavour 

Road thing is worse 
than a farce, at least a 
farce is funny.”

Iris Jones has worked 
tirelessly in her role 
as the chairperson of 
Friends of Aged Care, 
and she had much 
harsher words for both 
councillors and oppo-
nents of the proposed 
development.

“And what of the el-
derly who were in need 
15 years ago?” she 
asked.

“Where are they now?
“They are dead, coun-

cillors.
“They died elsewhere 

because there was no 
room here, and there is 
still no room here.

“Some objectors to 
this proposal are simply 
keyboard warriors who 
press a button on a com-
puter.

“These objectors need 
to take a hard look at 
themselves and I de-
mand that they give all 
the elderly in need in 
this City an undertaking  
that they will not, under 
any circumstance, take 
up a bed in a facility 
here, either now or in 
the future.

“If you make your 

bed, you must lie in it.”
In the end the City 

approved the LDP 9-1 
to the applause of the 
public gallery.

Mr Leighton con-
 rmed he would be 
moving forward to sub-
mit a development ap-
plication for the lot, a 
process he hoped would 
progress quicker than 
the LDP.

“The LDP we lodged 
18 months ago and the 
normal time for that 
to take is four to six 
months,” he said.

“We would have 
expected that to be 

through 12 months ago 
and we’ve been com-
plying for requests for 
more reports, more in-
formation on an ongo-
ing basis.

“I’ve done this be-
fore several times, this 
has been more lengthy 
than we would have 
anticipated and in part  
because there’s been lo-
cal opposition to it, and 
that’s delayed it.

“So the LDP is a wel-
come  nalisation of that 
process and we’ll move 
straight into the detail to 
comply with the devel-
opment application.” 

Giovanni Stefanelli - a proud founderGiovanni Stefanelli - a proud founder

THE launch of Echo News forty years ago in 
August 1985 was set against a backdrop of 
Perth as a boomtown in the 80s, an era when 
bigger was better, in everything from business 
and politics through to fashion.

Back then big hair, big shoulder pads and big 
beer barns and Sunday sessions were all in fash-
ion.

Bigger-than-life-businessmen, including the 
likes of Alan Bond, who was still flying high from 
his 1983 win of the America’s Cup, and politi-
cians, such as Brian Burke, whose Labor ministry 
was then in power, were influencing the fortunes 
of WA.

Perth had a population of 983,400 (now 
2,384,000 and growing with almost 26,000 extra 
people last year alone), the City of Swan, around 
37,000, (now estimated to be 172,000), Kalamun-
da Shire had around 40,000 (now around 64,000), 
Mundaring Shire around 24,000, (now just over 
42,500), and The Town of Bassendean, 14,626 
(now 16,600).

Then Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, and his dep-
uty Paul Keating had just deregulated home loan 
rates  - the average home loan interest rates was 13 
per cent and the median house price was just over 
$52,000. It is now a whopping $869,689.

Madonna’s hit Crazy for You was number one 
on the Australian music charts, Michael Jackson 
was gearing up to visit Perth for Telethon, and the 
Burswood Island Casino, now the Crown, was due 
to open later that year.

Politically, the Echo area was well represented 
with Mundaring MLA Gavan Troy and Helena 
MLA Gordon Hill.

Charlie Gregorini was Swan Shire president, 

Tom Broz and Dr RF Waugh held the top seats at 
Mundaring, Peter Marjoram presided over Kala-
munda Shire, JB Cox was Bassendean mayor and 
Clarrie McCreed chief executive officer.

When it came to shopping in Midland, you got 
your groceries and alcohol from Knox’s (now First 
Choice Liquor), and later Echo News’ part-owner 
Bruce Cullam’s Bi-Lo, and your meat from Vince 
Garreffa at Mondo’s, before he had become the 
celebrity butcher of today following the expansion 
of his empire.

For a live music fix, there were the classic old 
pubs, The Council Club Hotel, The Midland Inn 
(the former Railway Hotel), and The Stockman 
Hotel.

Sadly, all of those historic old pubs were later 
destroyed by fire, except for The Council Club – 
which went up in flames in 1999 – being the only 
one left standing.

Now 7th Avenue Bar and Restaurant, you can 
still see the original name on the building, once at 
the heart of old Midland.

Echo launched in the boomtown 80s

GIOVANNI Stefanelli was one of the original 
financial backers of Echo News and his fam-
ily remains so today.

In 2015 the well-known and successful busi-
nessman, who came to the Swan Valley from 
Italy in 1950, was proud that Echo News was 
still going after 30 years.

While 25-year-old Mr Stefanelli could not 
speak English when he first arrived to Australi-
an shores, his strong work ethic and willingness 
to learn helped him and brothers Tony and Pas-
quale buy their first property in Middle Swan, a 
sawmill on Great Northern Highway.

Since then the Stefanelli family has built it-
self around the framework of Midland.

Mr Stefanelli was a founding member of the 
Swan Chamber of Commerce and together with 
Allen Cannell started Echo News in 1985.

He built and served as president of the Swan 
Italian Club and was chairperson of the Midland 
College of TAFE, among countless other roles 

across a lifetime 
spent in Midland.

In 2019, he 
was named 
as an honor-
ary Freeman 
of the City 
of Swan and 
was extremely 
honoured by 
the title.

He was also 
known for being 
very generous with his 
successes, his $1 million 
donation to build the Midland Oval Weeip Park 
playground just one example. 

Mr Stefanelli celebrated his 90th birthday in 
the same year as Echo News turned 30.

Sadly Mr Stefanelli was not here to celebrate 
Echo News 40th as he died in February 2022.
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At ABS Auto Midland, we’re 
more than just a mechan-
ic, we’re a family-focused 
team you can trust to keep 
your car running safely and 
smoothly.

For years, local families 
have relied on us because 
we put honesty, reliability, 
and affordability at the heart 
of everything we do.

We understand how im-
portant your vehicle is to 
your daily life. Whether it’s 

the school run, work com-
mute, or a weekend road 
trip, you deserve peace of 
mind knowing your car has 
been serviced by mechan-
ics who genuinely care. Our 
team provides clear advice, 
transparent pricing, and 
high-quality workmanship 
on every job, no surprises, 
no hidden costs.

From logbook servicing & 
brake repairs to diagnostics 
and maintenance, we treat 

every car as if it were our 
own. We take the time to 
explain what’s needed, so 
you stay in control of your 
decisions.

We’ve had an ongoing 
relationship with the Echo 
newspaper and proudly 
support this local institution 
and intend to continue our 
sponsorship for many years 
to come.

Happy Birthday Echo 
News.

SLW Transport is a fami-
ly-owned business operat-
ed by Shane and Leanne 
Willcox located in High Wy-
combe specialising in con-
tainers, imports/exports, 
heavy haulage and fuel tank 
deliveries.

We continue to support 
the Echo News, based in 
Midland, and celebrate their 
commitment and staying 
power for 40 years’ serving 
our community, both local 

and beyond.
Peter W Lewis and his 

team show an unwavering 
passion to bring real stories 
and news both digitally and 
hard copy , weekly to our 
communities .

Echo News is a huge sup-
porter of the Swan Cham-
ber of Commerce,  as they 
continue to support small 
business and awaken peo-
ples potential within the City 
of Swan and surrounding 

areas.
They also cover  our 

monthly Hour of Power, a 
free Leadership and Person-
al Development workshop, 
held locally at the Crooked 
Spire Art House and Café in 
Midland.

SLW are grateful for the 
Echo News. So, subscribe 
now and pick up a copy 
from your local news agent 
in your area.

Shane and Lee Wilcox

ABS Auto – family focused team supporting Echo News

Echo News supporting the Swan Chamber of Commerce

Have a laugh with cartoonist Geoff Stribley
GEOFF Stribley has done il-
lustrative work for Echo News 
since its inception with his first 
cartoons appearing in 1990.

This week on search for his first 
cartoon for Echo News he went 
back as far back as 1995 but there 
were heaps more in the very big 
box of cartoons.

“I probably have the very first 
cartoon but the box is big and 
there is hundreds of papers in 
there so it will be a journey to 
go through them, so I dug down 
as far as I could and found some 
samples of the early cartoons,’’ he 
said.

“I found one of the Midland 

“Gulliver” themed cartoons from 
1997.

“I don’t think it was the first one 
but in the end there were three or 
four cartoons in this series, all the 
same picture but with different 
people with all sorts of ideas to 
better Midland around the sleep-
ing Midland giant.’’Geoff Stribley.
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We also deal with Veterans’ A�airs 
and all health funds through HICAPS

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au

Phone
9250 1733 
for an appointment

DENTAL PRO THETISTS 

MALCOLM J 
McARTHUR

RAYNEE 
McARTHUR

SMILE
@ Foothills Denture Clinic

New full dentures & partial dentures
New implant retained over dentures

Denture repairs & relines
Sports mouthguards

2/211 Great Eastern Hwy, MIDLAND

9250 7622
/ GG

FOR ALL YOUR SAFETY NEEDS

ECHO290825L
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WA Safety Products is 
thrilled to extend our warm-
est congratulations to Echo 
News on an impressive 40 
years of serving our com-
munity.

For the past 16 years, 
we have proudly stood by 
your side, supporting your 
mission and sharing our 
commitment to safety, local 
business, and community 
impact.

As a West Austra-

lian-owned safety business 
based in Midland since 
2008, we understand the 
importance of upholding 
Australian Safety Standards 
and providing excellent cus-
tomer service.

Our partnership with Echo 
News has been a corner-
stone of our journey, allow-
ing us to reach and con-
nect with our community in 
meaningful ways.

As you celebrate your 

anniversary, know that WA 
Safety Products is here to 
continue our unwavering 
support.

Together, we have made 
a difference, and together, 
we will continue to prioritize 
safety, empower local busi-
nesses, and enhance the 
fabric of our community.

Here’s to 40 years of 
excellence, growth, and 
shared values, thank you.

 

AT Foothills Denture Clinic, 
denture repairs can be done 
while you wait, and denture 
relines are usually a same 
day service.

Father and daughter team 
Malcolm and Raynee McAr-
thur are both dental pros-
thetists’, licensed to make 
all dentures including part 
acrylic and metal dentures.

The clinic is a Medibank 
Private Members Choice 
Provider and an HBF Mem-
bers Plus Provider.

Rebates are available 
from all other health funds 
and we also deal with Vet-
erans Affairs and offer pen-
sioner discounts. 

Special arrangements can 
be made for country clients 

to reduce the number of vis-
its.

The team are happy to dis-
cuss any difficulty or que-
ry you may have with your 
denture – free of charge – 
and offer a professional ser-
vice at a reasonable price. 

For a free quote call 9250 
1733.

WA Safety Products stand by the Echo’s side

Echo News keeps us smiling at Foothills Denture

Echo News interviewed Michael Wal-
ters about his memories of and con-
nections to the Midland area at the 
beginning of August. 

Mr Walters said he remembered the 
newspaper since childhood and ap-
preciated the coverage given to rising 
community members and stories. 

“I want to give a shout out to the 
newspaper,” he said. 

“Obviously, it’s been a newspaper 
that has been out since I was a kid 
and beyond. 

You guys are shining a lot on the 
local talent and the local area and 
what happens around there. 

“I still remember them to this 
day when I played state football – 
they interviewed me and they al-
ways made me feel special so just 
a huge shout out to Echo News.”

“I want to give 
a shout out to 
the Echo”
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Echo News: a voice for community stories

We’d like to congratulate 
the Echo newspaper on cel-
ebrating 40 years! 

As a small, family-owned 
and operated business, 
we’ve been proud to adver-
tise with the Echo for many 
years. 

Their support has been 
invaluable in helping our 
Garden centre and Arborist 
business grow and reach 
our local community. 

It means a lot to us to 
work with another locally 
owned business that tru-

ly understands the impor-
tance of community con-
nection. 

Thank you, Echo, for all 
you’ve done for local busi-
nesses like ours — and 
here’s to many more years 
ahead!

Local businesses helping each other to grow

SWAN Chamber of Commerce president Mike Matich says 
Echo News has been interwoven into the community for 40 
years and has been a voice for community stories.

“The Echo has been part of the fabric of our community for 
40 years and continues to be a strong voice for local people and 
local stories,” he said. 

“The Swan Chamber of Commerce has enjoyed a close work-
ing relationship with the Echo and we are proud to celebrate this 
milestone with them. 

“Congratulations to the Echo on 40 years of keeping our com-
munity connected. 

“We look forward to seeing them thrive for the next 40 years 
and beyond.”

 
IN 1985, the year Echo News was first 
published, a Swan Valley policy was pre-
pared by the then state government (the 
Burke government) with the intent of 
protecting the rural character of the val-
ley and encouraging the potential of the 
area for tourism, recreation, and environ-
mental conservation.

Herne Hill resident Charlie Zannino, 
whose father left Italy to bring his young 
family to Australia due to the lack of op-
portunity/ work available, knows a lot about 
planning and development in the Swan Val-
ley.

He has a background in viticulture and 
knows a thing or two about growing good 
grapes for making wine.

When his family first arrived in Australia 
Mr Zannino’s father worked in Kalgoorlie 
but didn’t want to work underground in the 
mines so the only work he could get was out 
in the wood line cutting timber for the mines 
and the power house and that was about 100 
miles out from Kalgoorlie.

Then in 1953 his father visited Perth 
where he asked one of his cousins who al-
ready had a property in the Swan Valley if 
there was any property he could buy be-
cause his oldest daughters were school age 
and there was no real appropriate school out 
in the bush.

His father got a bank loan to buy the 
property his cousin said was available and 
they’ve been on the same property ever 

since.
Once the family moved to the valley his 

father ended up getting a job in the Midland 
Railway workshops.

He worked full-time at the railway work-
shops for more than 18 years which meant 
he could only work on the property on the 
weekends and after work.

When his father bought the Herne Hill 
property it had a few vines there – mainly 
dry fruit currants and it had a shed which 
was used for the dry fruit.

“It had – well back then they called it a 
house but nowadays you wouldn’t even call 
it a shed it was just a corrugated iron build-
ing and there was no running water.

“There was no power we just had a ker-
osene lamp for lighting and we had to get 
water from a rainwater tank and we had to 
live in that for nearly 10 years.

“Back then there was no real demand for 
wine grapes so he basically planted currants 
and sultanas.

“But he planted some wine grapes simply 
because he wanted to make his own wine 
and once the grapes started producing he 
started making his own wine just for family 
purposes and then he’d give a bit away to 
different people.’’

People would ask where he got the wine 
from and when he would say he had made it 
himself they would want to buy some.

“It just grew from there where he started 
making a bit more just to give to friends and 
then he started selling some and slowly over 
the years it grew more and more.

Mr Zannino said when he left school he 
had two options he could go on to university 
or get a job but being the only son with four 
sisters he had been helping his father in the 
vineyard because when they first moved on 
to the place they didn’t have a tractor they 
just had a draft horse for the cultivating.

“I decided to basically stay on the prop-
erty and carry on the vineyard because dad 
couldn’t do it on his own basically having 
two jobs.

“Mum did a lot of work on the vineyard 
during the week while dad was at the work-
shops and it was very difficult for her.

“Then I was basically the one that said 
to dad ‘There’s a lot of work but not a lot 
of money in currants and table grapes so I 
decided we’ll take a different tack and start 
pulling the currants out and planting wine 
grapes and I’ve been on the vineyard ever 
since.’’

Last week in his acceptance speech Faber 
Vineyard owner John Griffiths, whose CBP 
2023 won best table wine of show at the 
2025 Swan Valley Winemakers awards, said 
the wine had been made from grapes grown 
on Mr Zannino’s property.

“I wasn’t expecting to be acknowledged 
because generally just because it’s your 
grapes once you sell it it belongs to whoever 
buys it but yeah it was a great honour for 
me to think well okay yeah I’m obviously 
producing good quality grapes to make top 
quality wine.’’

Mr Zannino was elected to council (Shire 
of Swan) in 1987 but he had started taking 

an interest in what was happening planning 
wise in the Swan Valley earlier in the 80s 
when he was in his 30s.

“There was a huge issue with back then 
it was known as Pioneer Quarry now it’s 
changed hands but there were problems with 
all the blasting and it was cracking houses,’’ 
he said.

“There was dust and noise – it was just out 
of control.”

Some of the residents who lived close by 
were trying to get something done about it 
and someone contacted the media with one 
of the TV stations wanting to come out and 
do an interview.

“Someone involved contacted me and 
asked me if I would do their interview be-
cause none of them wanted to do it.

“So I thought yeah no problem I’ll do it 
so I did an interview and then there were 
other issues so I then decided to nominate 
for council.

“It’s not something that I was expecting to 
win I was still you know reasonably young 
and nobody really knew me but I thought 
I’ll just put my name down see what hap-
pens and then maybe next time but lo and 
behold to my surprise I was elected – first 
elected on the council back in 1987.’’

In the years he has been involved with the 
council and local and state government he 
has also twice served as the mayor, been a 
state candidate and is currently a Swan Val-
ley Gidgegannup ward councillor and also 
represents the City of Swan on the Swan 
Valley statutory planning committee.

Mike Matich.

ANITA McINNES

A lifetime of A lifetime of 
growing grapesgrowing grapes
in the Swan Valleyin the Swan Valley
Charlie Zannino came to the Swan Valley when he was a 
child and has lived there ever since.

of�ce@treeaesthetics.com.au  www.treeaesthetics.com.au
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Journalist says her 
job connected her 
to the community 

WHEN Rashelle Predovnik’s parents bought 
9ha in the Swan Valley years ago the land was 
still cheap and the valley was alive with Yugo-
slav and Italian families making their own new 
beginnings.

She went to Herne Hill Primary and in her 
world the Swan Athletic Club was the centre of 
the universe.

“There is a wonderful community in the Swan 
Valley where families have lived for generations 
and I relied heavily on that local knowledge, as a 
senior journalist for the Echo,’’ she said.

Prior to this her parents had encouraged her 
to enrol in a secretarial college so she’d have  
some qualifications after she left school at 15 and 
worked part-time at Hungry Jack’s in Midland.

“Learning to type turned out to be the skill I’m 
most grateful for – it opened doors, gave me work 
wherever I travelled, and carried me through years 
living interstate and overseas.

“I spent eight years in London before returning 
to Perth in 2003 with three suitcases, a baby and 
the realisation that it was time to stop deferring 
my journalism degree.

“I wanted to create a stable home for my daugh-
ter, so I bought a house in Midland and committed 
myself to finishing my studies.’’

In 2011 she had two job offers on the same day.
“One was with the Curtin University Business 

School in their marketing and communications 
team – a role that promised security and a bigger 
pay check. 

“The other was at Echo News.
“On paper, the choice seemed obvious but in 

my heart, I knew I wanted to be a journalist. So I 
chose the Echo and looking back, it was the best 
decision I’ve ever made.

“That choice didn’t just give me a job – it gave 
me a purpose and it connected me to this commu-
nity in a way that changed my life forever.’’

Ms Predovnik said working at Echo News 
changed her.

“I didn’t grow up in a family of volunteers.
“My parents kept to themselves, and with no 

extended family in Australia, community wasn’t 
really part of my world.

“That changed when I started working at the 
Echo.

“Suddenly, my inbox was filled every day with 
stories of people who gave their time, skills and 
energy to something bigger than themselves.

“I was inspired by the people I interviewed.
“Their love for the community slowly became 

my own.
“Over time, it felt like a partnership – I gave 

them a voice through my writing and in return, 
their example taught me the value of service, of 
connection, of building something that lasts be-
yond ourselves.

“Covering council stories for the Echo also lit a 
fire in me. That passion led me to run for the City 
of Swan council in 2017 (the same year I left the 
Echo).

“I didn’t win that first time, but I learned so 
much from the experience.

“I came back stronger, and in 2019, I was elect-
ed to council – a journey that started with the com-
munity stories I was privileged to tell during my 
time at the Echo.”

Rashelle Predovnik grew up in the Swan 
Valley and travelled and worked overseas 
before returning home to study journalism. 
Picture: Anita McInnes

ANITA McINNES

Our family-owned account-
ing service has been serv-
ing the community for over 
25 years. 

Our team has grown and 
includes experienced Ac-
countants and dedicated 

support staff to provide both 
personal and professional 
accounting and bookkeep-
ing services. 

You are welcome to at-
tend our office for a free 
consultation.

We have been advertising 
with the Echo Newspaper 
regularly for years and their 
commitment to their clients 
are second to none and the 
ads we place with the Local 
Newspaper, gets us results.

Russell Muller, experienced and dedicated accounting
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Karate is a perfect way to increase your child’s 
condence, self-esteem and level of tness.
Karate teaches self defence, 
discipline and respect for each 
other. Our classes are also 
designed to be fun, which is 
why so many students have 
been with us for years. In fact, 
many of our students have 
gone on to become state and 
national champions.
We’re located in the heart of 
Midland at 12 Old Gt Northern 
Hwy, Midland. We also hold 
classes at Eastern Hills High 
School Gym at Mt Helena.

BEGINNERS CLASS
We have classes for kids as
young as ve or six, as well as
sub-juniors, juniors and adults.
FIRST LESSON IS FREE
To see how much fun karate
can be, come along for a
FREE LESSON.
For more details, call
Bob Allen on 9294 3774
or 041 992 2609
www.swanhillsgojuryu.com.au
e: bob@swanhillsgojuryu.com.au

Kids love Karate Dressage wins for Courtney
KEEN horse  r ider 
Courtney Casotti-Hill 
of Gidgegannup has had 
success in the Wooroloo 
Dressage Summer Series, 
which is made up of 
one-day events, show 
jumping and dressage 
competitions.

The La Salle College 

Courtney Casotti-Hill of Gidgegannup and her dressage pony Beez Neez.

Noonan wins Cody 
Steele Medal
BRIAN PALLISTER

BULLSBROOK and 
Mundaring players and 
supporters lined up for 
the Last Post and the 
reading of the Ode as 
a tribute to the 100th 
anniversary of Anzac 
Day.

Bullsbrook were the 
eventual victors defeat-
ing Mundaring 14.12 
(96) to 11.11 (77).

They jumped out of 
the blocks and went to 
a healthy quarter time 
lead of 22 points – 5.5 
(35) to 2.1 (13).

I n  t h e  H i l l s 
Football Assciation 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
Bul lsbrook beat 
Mundaring by 19 
points on Anzac Day.

Scott Noonan was 
proving a handful for 
the Mundaring for-
wards, with Darren 
Nelson and James Ed-
wards continually driv-
ing the ball deep into 
the Bullsbrook forward 
line .

Mundaring not to be 
outdone produced some 
good footy of their own 
in the second quarter 
to reduce the half time 
lead to three points. 

Tom Cowton and 
James Hartley were on 
top in the middle of the 
ground and Tom Casey 
was a good target in 
front of goals.

The third quarter was 
an even tussle although 
Bullsbrook managed 
to dominate the score-
board 9.11 (65) to 8.8 
(56) giving them a lead 

of nine points.
Intent on the side not 

fading out in the last 
quarter as was the case 
last week, Bullsbrook 
captain Rory Bennett 
provided Jordan Pick-
les with some good 
passes which saw him 
 nish the game with six 
goals.

Eric Burgess repelled 
nearly every Mundaring 
forward entry.

Still Mundaring re-
fused to admit defeat 
and  nished the game 
full of running posting 
three last quarter goals 
of their own.

Scott Noonan was 
awarded the Cody 
Steele Medal for Bulls-
brook’s best on ground 
and Tom Cowton was 
voted Mundaring’s best 
player.

Year 7 student’s interest 
came from watching her 
sister ride.

She then started riding 
herself at two-years-old 
on her sister’s pony TC 
and was competing in the 
show ring by the time she 
was six-years-old.

Now she rides her 

own pony Beez Neez.
Dressage competitions 

require competitors to 
ride a dressage test con-
taining movements in a 
set order, which needs 
patience and skill from 
horse and rider alike. 

A score out of 100 is 
then awarded to each 

competitor.
Courtney and Beez 

Neez celebrated their 
 rst dressage competi-
tion win in February, 
followed by another 
 rst place in March and 
in doing so, gaining 
their highest dressage 
score of 69.28 per cent.

So close for Jake Casey
ANITA MCINNES

APPRENTICE jockey 
Jake Casey of Bullsbrook 
rode his first winner 
for his mother Kristy 
Casey at the last Ascot 
meeting for the season on 
Saturday, April 25.

The Bullsbrook train-
er said Jake had already 
ridden a winner for his 
father Sean but his win 
on Detection in the Two 
Up On Course @ Ascot 
Handicap (1200M) was 
his  rst on one of her 
horses.

His second win An-
zac Day at Ascot was 
on New Time for trainer 
Jim Taylor of Bulls-
brook in the Alec Ternel 
65th Birthday Handicap 
(1400m).

On Wednesday Jake 
needed one win to be-
come Bunbury’s lead-
ing apprentice.

But his best for the 
day was second on Fab-
ulistic in the Skyracing 
TV Provincial Cham-

Apprentice jockey Jake Casey came 
agonisingly close to winning Bunbury’s leading 
apprentice title. Picture: ANITA McINNES

pionship Series Heat 
(1400m).

On Saturday Taylor 
has entered True Storm 
(Jake Casey) and Keep 
On Dancin’ (apprentice 
jockey Jerry Noske of 
High Wycombe) in the 
Mitavite Horse Rail 
Handicap (1000m) for 
the  rst race meeting 
back at Belmont.

In Adelaide Magni -
sio has drawn barrier 
four in the $400,000 
William Hill Classic 
(1200m), which is re-
giestered as the Robert 
Sangster Stakes.

The Group 1 weight-
for-age race is at Mor-
phettville on Saturday.

On Sunday at North-
am the Taylor-trained 
Barakey has drawn bar-
rier two in the $125,000 
Northam Toyota Stakes 
(1100m).

In the same race jock-
ey Shaun O’Donnell of 
Bullsbrook is booked 
to ride Travinator for 
trainer Daniel Pearce.

Do you, 
your club or 
sports team 

have a 
sports story 

to share?
Contact the editorial 

sports team on 
9374 6666 
or email

 editorial@echo-news.com

For all your advertising 
requirements contact 

the sales team 
on 9374 6666 or email 

sales@echo-news.com

Hills footy a regular in Sports since 2015
HILLS Football Association (HFA) was ap-
proached by Echo News in 2015 to find out 
if they would be interested in providing a 
weekly seasonal match report to be includ-
ed in the sports section of the newspaper.

HFA president Brian Pallister said since 
then the association had received valuable 
exposure with game write ups reaching the 
broader community.

“We quite often get positive feedback from 
people who have read a write up,’’ he said. 
“We have others asking for copies of photos 
which have been included.’’

Mr Pallister said the HFA was formed in 
1946 in an attempt to offer people in the hills 
area some sort of connection and outlet after 
six years of the country being at war.

“It initially consisted of clubs from towns 
along the then rail line.

“Families would often travel by train to op-
position towns – where they were greeted by 
tin sheds and dirt grounds – to enjoy a game of 
football in a family atmosphere.’’

The first grand final was won by Chidlow, 
who defeated Sawyers Valley.
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Gerry Coleman letter writer since 2013
GERRY Coleman of Bassendean, 
who first had a letter published in 
Echo News on November 9 2013,  
is still an occasional letter-writer.

One of Mr Coleman’s favourite 
topics is the suburb’s state heritage 
listed red pillar post box and while 
trying to get it heritage listed he en-
listed the help of Echo News.

Recently he gave Echo News a 
heads up that next year is the red 
pillar post box’s 150th anniversary.

Mr Coleman said in 2015 he 
nominated the post box for place-
ment on the WA state heritage reg-
ister and was successful in 2018.

“It is registered as the longest 
continuously used red pillar post 
box in WA and most probably other 
accolades Australia wide,’’ he said.

“This iconic town post box on the 
corner of Surrey Street and North 
Road, is revered and admired by 
the whole community which may 
have been used by convicts (post 
box is adjacent to the last remain-
ing pensioner guard cottage in 
Perth) and many dignitaries were 
living in close proximity and al-
though only standing 1300mm (4’ 
3’, small & simple just like myself) 
this little gem has a lot of history 
to offer in particular to our younger 
generation who don’t use snail mail 

anymore and perhaps this could be 
an opportunity for educational pur-
poses.

“Local primary schools will be 
approached to run a drawing-paint-
ing competition to commemorate 
this fantastic milestone.”

On two occasions in the 1970s 
Australia post attempted to remove 
the box, once coming under the 
cover of darkness and hurriedly re-
moving much to the ire and scorn 
of the local community.

“It was returned a couple of days 
later.’’

He said Bassendean MLA Dave 
Kelly was interested in celebrating 
with the community as is Heritage 
Minister Simone McGurk,  Has-
luck MHR Tania Lawrence and the 
Town of Bassendean, who he said 
would most probably be proactive 
in taking initiative.

“As it is an Australia Post asset 
I’ve also approached their philatel-
ic research team and nominated our 
pillar post box to feature on a stamp 
because of its uniqueness.

“As new stamps are issued in 
18-month cycle there will not be 
one for the anniversary year but 
will be considered in conjunction 
with other notable red pillar post 
box around the country thereafter.’’Gerry Coleman
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Locally owned and operated.
Family business.
New equipment.
Free pick up and drop off.
Free tow and break down service *conditions apply
We do everything (tyres, brakes, Air con, engines) etc.
Dealer service/layout but at non dealer prices.
Bonus car wash with every service
One stop shop.
Loyalty Program.

6161 4636

6 Lloyd Street 
Midland 6056

www.absauto.com.au

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

Your one stop Automotive centre.
We are a local family owned business 

specialising in service and repairs.
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roofsprinklerswa.com

Custom-built Bushfire 
Protection Systems

ECHO Newspaper jour-
nalist Sarah Brookes 
won the top gong at last 
weekend’s WA Media 
Awards for the Best 
Three Stories in a Sub-
urban newspaper.

The annual WA Me-
dia Awards promote 
quality journalism and 
reward media profes-
sionals whose com-
mitment and excellent 
media coverage best 
informs and entertains 
West Australians.

Judges said Ms 
Brookes’ stories were 
revelatory, well-written 
and highly relevant to 
its audience.

Ms Brookes’ inves-
tigations into the NBN 
rollout NBN tower in-
vasion, (Echo News, 
June 4, 2016), found 
that while Herne Hill 
and Pickering Brook 
residents were rally-
ing against plans to 
build towers near their 
homes, more than 20 
towers were set to be 
rolled out across the 
eastern region.

“Brookes showed 
that in the Perth Hills, 
the NBN was not about 
cables but towers, lots 
of them, and she under-
stood the storytelling 
power of an excellent 
graphic,” the judges 
said.

In Feral pigs on the 
move (Echo News, 
April 2, 2016), Ms 
Brookes spent a day 
out and about with 
rangers from the De-
partment of Parks and 
Wildlife examining 
the damage caused by 
increasing numbers of 
feral pigs roaming the 
Perth Hills.

Echo News journalist Sarah Brookes was a winner at the WA Media 
Awards gala dinner at the Empire Function Centre in West Perth.

Judges said Ms 
Brookes saw  rsthand 
how efforts to eradicate 
feral pig populations in 
environmentally sen-
sitive areas was being 
hampered by illegal 
hunters.

“Brookes’ story on 
the damage caused to 
the environment by fe-
ral pigs was thoroughly 
researched.”

In her  nal report, 
Clinic axed from Mid-
land Hospital (Echo 
News, December 19, 

2015) Ms Brookes re-
vealed despite State 
Government promises 
no services would be 
cut at the new Midland 
Hospital, numerous ser-
vices that were avail-
able at Swan District 
Hospital, would not be 
offered at the new fa-
cility.

“Her report on the 
new Midland Hospital 
shed new light on what 
services would not be 
offered, and the health 
implications of this for 

individuals,” the judges 
said.

Other  nalists in the 
category were David 
Cohen and Bret Chris-
tian from the Post 
Newspapers and Bryce 
Luff from the Cockburn 
Gazette.

This years’ WA Media 
Awards attracted 243 
entries across the 24 
award categories. The 
panel of 34 judges said 
they were impressed by 
the high quality of sub-
missions this year.

Swan to stop Guildford Carols grants
ANITA MCINNES

THE organisers of the 
Guildford Carols by 
Candlelight will receive 
$5000 to help them run 
the 2016 event but after 
that the City of Swan 
says it wants them to  nd 
other ways of funding the 
event.

The organisers had 
originally applied for 
$8000 to run this year’s 
event.

Rev Katrina Holgate 
gave a deputation be-
fore the meeting speak-
ing against an of cer’s 
recommendation that 
the council give a one-
off grant of $8000 as a 
 nal contribution and 
assistance for the organ-
isers to develop a sus-
tainable model for the 
future. 

Many councillors 
including North ward 
councillor Kevin Bailey, 
Altone ward councillor 
David Fardig, Ellen-
brook ward councillors 
Cate McCullough and 
David McDonnell and 
Ballajura ward coun-
cillors John McNamara 
and Maria Haynes all 
expressed their reluc-
tance for the city to keep 
funding the Combined 
Churches of Guildford 
for them to run the an-
nual event.

An of cer’s report 
presented to the general 
council meeting on Oc-
tober 19 said for the past 
11 years, the Combined 
Churches of Guildford 

The City of Swan has decided to give one last 
grant to the Guildford Carols by Candlelight.

had received recurrent 
funding support from 
the city. 

The report said due 
to the reported ageing 
status of its volunteers 
and the subsequent in-
creasing effort in set-
ting up of fragile and 
heavy equipment such 
as stage, sound and 
lighting, the group saw 
 t to hire help as a safer 
and easier option, which 
resulted in their request 
for additional annual 
funding. 

“This effectively dou-
bled the event costs of 
funding sought with 
$5000 provided in 
2015,’’ the report said. 

Midland Guildford 
ward councillor Ian 
Johnson proposed a 
motion to support the 
continuation of the 
Guildford Carols by 
Candlelight and en-
couraging funding inde-
pendence with an allo-
cation of funds reducing 
over four years.

He proposed provid-
ing a grant of $5000 in 
2016, $4000 in 2017, 
$3000 in 2018, $2000 in 
2019 and then not pro-
viding a grant in 2020.

 But Cr Bailey said 
the organisers had 
many years to build up 
partnerships and spon-
sorship and he could 
not support providing 
grants for that amount 
of time.

“Eleven years is long 
enough,’’ he said.

“We need to send a 

message that they need 
to be self-supporting.’’

Cr McNamara said 
he could not understand 
where $5000 to $8000 
could be spent on one 
day for a volunteer 
event.

Cr Fardig said the 
event was enjoyable 
but it was time to stop 
the grants – he voted 
against the  nal motion.

The of cer’s report 
said many City of Swan 
community groups and 
organisations hosted 
events throughout the 
year including Christ-
mas celebrations and 
sometimes sought  -
nancial support from 
the city. 

“Some of them would 
be keen to host annual 
events funded by the 
city however, they are 
not eligible for annual 
recurrent funding,’’ the 
report said.

“It is appreciated 
that Christmas celebra-
tions such as Carols by 
Candlelight events are 
popular, engaging and 
worthwhile celebra-
tions.”

The report said should 
the council wish to con-
sider annual ongoing 
funding  for events such 
as Christmas carols it 
was likely other groups 
would also seek sup-
port, which could affect 
the city’s annual budget.

Echo wins at media awards

Award winning journalistAward winning journalist
Former Echo Newspaper 
journalist Sarah Brookes 
won the top gong at WA 
Media Awards in 2016 for 
the Best Three Stories in a 
Suburban newspaper.

Judges said Ms Brookes’ 
stories were revelatory, 
well-written and highly 
relevant to its audience.

• Investigations into the 
NBN rollout NBN tow-
er invasion, (Echo News, 
June 4, 2016)
• Feral pigs on the move 
(Echo News, April 2, 
2016), 
• Clinic axed from Midland 
Hospital (Echo News, De-
cember 19, 2015)

Former Echo journalist Sarah Brookes.
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OPEN FOR
BREAKFAST

7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM-10AM

LUNCH
5 DAYS A WEEK

(WED-SUN)
11.30AM -2.30PM

DINNER
7 DAYS A WEEK

5.30PM-LATE

1200 Alison Street, Mt Helena   
Contact us at: 08 6244 4800    

www.amarooretreat.com.au

Amaroo Retreat & Spa 
would like to congratulate 
The Echo, 40 year celebration!

Set within the private 
award-winning luxurious getaway 

Amaroo Retreat & Spa

Swan Chamber of Commerce Business 
Awards 2025 winner ‘HOSPITALITY’
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“Congratulations to the 
Echo Newspaper team on 
your 40th anniversary! 

As a proud local business, 
Hillseafood Supplies Mund-
aring has always valued 
the vital role you play in our 
community. 

Your commitment to de-

livering accurate news and 
stories that resonate with 
locals has kept us informed 
and connected. 

Over the years, your sup-
port for local businesses 
like ours has been invalu-
able, helping us thrive in a 
competitive market. 

We appreciate your ded-
ication to highlighting local 
events, initiatives, and the 
vibrant spirit of the Hills. 

Here’s to many more years 
of excellence in journalism! 

Cheers to the Echo News-
paper!” Fernando Smilovitis

Hills Seafood congratulates Echo’s role in the community

Advertising with Echo News 
has been an invaluable ex-
perience for Amaroo Re-
treat & Spa. 

As a locally owned and 
operated business, we are 
passionate about connect-
ing with our community, and 
the Echo team has provided 
us with the perfect platform 
to do so. 

From the very beginning, 
Karon has gone above and 
beyond to understand our 

brand, our story, and our 
vision. 

Her personalised ap-
proach, professionalism, 
and genuine care have 
made the process seamless 
and highly effective.

The results of our cam-
paigns have been out-
standing—helping us reach 
new audiences, strengthen 
brand recognition, and wel-
come more guests to ex-
perience the tranquility of 

Amaroo. 
We also deeply value 

Echo News’ commitment 
to highlighting local stories 
and supporting businesses 
like ours.

Congratulations on 40 
years of excellence. We look 
forward to continuing this 
wonderful partnership for 
many more years to come.

— Amaroo Retreat & Spa

Echo News has been invaluable to Amaroo Retreat & Spa

Friday, June 20, 2025
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Reading Reading 
program kicks program kicks 
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Middle Swan
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The Vines opposition continues
PG 3PG 3

Picture: ANITA McINNES

The Vines Residents and Ratepayers Association continues its opposition to a proposed re-development of The Vines following a decision by the statutory planning committee.
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DAPs explained
PG 4PG 4Picture: Guanhao Cheng

Residents from across the eastern suburbs have raised concerns with DAP processes.
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Neat �tting, secure and smart, these tough, UV stabilised polycarbonate pet doors are the answer to everyone’s dreams.Visit our website and use the simple size guide to �nd the perfect pet door.
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 Glen Howard is your Glass Fitting and Repair Specialist. Servicing the 
Perth and Hills areas 
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AGRICULTURE  Minister Jackie Jarvis will meet with the Stable Fly Action Group (SFAG) in the next few weeks, a state government spokesperson has confi rmed.In Review of stable fl y plan and BAM Act still on-going (Echo News, June 13) SFAG president Bob Wilson said the group hadn’t been able to speak with Ms Jarvis directly about their concerns. The spokesperson said Ms Jarvis had not re-ceived correspondence from the group requesting a meeting. 
“Following queries from the Echo, the offi ce of Minister Jarvis proactively reached out to SFAG,” the spokesperson said.“A meeting request from SFAG was then re-ceived on June 20 and the Minister will meet with the group in coming weeks.”Mr Wilson said SFAG requested a meeting with Ms Jarvis twice in 2023. The fi rst request was on March 5 and the second  on December 28.

He said he was surprised to be contacted by the Minister’s offi ce after the Echo News article was written. 
Mr Wilson said SFAG also asked MLA Shane Love to write to the Minister to arrange a meeting on behalf of the group. The state government spokesperson said the transition of responsibilities under the stable fl y management plan to local government authorities (LGAs) was made to enable them to undertake compliance activities in addition to their ongoing educational role.

“Any non-compliance identifi ed by local gov-ernment offi cers can be referred to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) for enforcement action where appropri-ate.”
Mr Wilson agreed LGAs could refer to DPIRD but believed more action was needed. “What we’ve seen in the past is that any time there’s been a referral for DPIRD, DPIRD have said their answer is education. “So there has not been a prosecution.”He said the lack of action was impacting the wellbeing of animals. DPIRD’s stable fl y fact sheet stated when ani-mals were bitten by the pest, it could lead to pain and stress and also had the potential to transmit a 

range of diseases.
“Affected animals will try to avoid the swarm-ing fl ies by stamping their feet,vigorously swishing their tail, throwing their heads and kicking sand up onto their legs and body,” DPIRD said.“The constant movement of animals due to the agitation of the fl ies can lead to stress, dehydration, and weight loss.”

“It’s the animals that are suffering mainly,” Mr Wilson said.
“It is an animal welfare issue but it’s not being caused by the farmers who are watching their ani-mals suffer.”
Mr Wilson called on the government to allocate funding to research how the problem could be solved. 

THE Development Assessment Panels (DAP)  process has been at the centre of many development stories in Perth’s East-ern suburbs in recent memory, with com-munities raising concerns about its erosion of council decision-making power.DAPs were introduced in 2011, intended to provide greater transparency, consistency and reliability in decision-making on devel-opment applications.These panels originally only assessed higher-value projects but today, proponents can opt in to the DAP process for any project worth $2 million or more.That includes residential, commercial and mixed-use developments, and also commu-nity housing developments of any value fol-lowing reforms in 2024.The state planning website outlines six steps in the DAP workfl ow being intent to lodge, lodgement of application with local government, local government notifi es DAP of the application, assessment by the respon-sible authority (mainly local government), DAPs meeting and fi nally the DAP outcomes. Although local council is responsible for assessing applications, advertising it for pub-lic comment, if required, and preparing a re-port with a recommendation, the fi nal deci-sion is made by the panel.In its current state, residents have no third-party appeal rights in relation to plan-ning decisions.
DPLH said residents could opt for judicial reviews by applying to the Supreme Court, but the court could not remake the decision and was only asked to consider whether the original decision was lawful.The WA local government association (WALGA) has consistently opposed the DAP system in its current form calling for more balance, transparency and accountability.In its formal policy position, WALGA has called for the DAP threshold to be raised from $2m to $5m, for local government members 

to be represented equally and for matters of local planning context to be adequately con-sidered by decision makers.“WALGA supports greater transparen-cy around DAP processes and decisions, as community distrust of DAP decision-making is a key area of concern for many local gov-ernments,” the WALGA advocacy positions manual states.
In its current structure, each panel has fi ve members with three independent specialist planners appointed by the state and two elect-ed members from the relevant local govern-

ment council.
Shire of Mundaring President Paige Mc-Neil said council had formally endorsed WALGA’s reform agenda.“Our community is stronger when we can have a say in shaping its future,” she said.“That’s why Mundaring shire council has backed efforts to give our local residents a greater community voice in planning de-cisions by supporting WALGA to improve DAP assessments.

“Council (also) supported holding DAP meetings at local government offi ces making 

it easier for the community to attend and have their say.”
Kalamunda MLA Adam Hort said he be-lieved the current system was not working for hills communities.
“Time and time again, local voices are drowned out by decision-makers who don’t understand or represent our communities,” he said.
“I have serious concerns about how the DAPs have evolved and would support a full review of the system to assess whether the original intent is being realised.”Ag Minister to meet with stable � y group

Animal affected 
by stable � ies.

CINDY CARTOJANO

Development assessment panels explained

A childcare development on Fauntleroy Street was unanimously voted against by Swan councillors and faced opposi-

tion by Guildford residents but the MODAP approved the application on January 9. Picture: Guanhao Cheng

GUANHAO CHENG

GUILDFORD historical researcher Bar-
bara Dundas is always someone willing to 
look into the past and try to preserve mem-
ories, events and things.

This week Echo News asked Mrs Dundas 
for some help in finding information about 
events happening in 1985 when the newspaper 
was first published.

She came up with snippets of information 
including the Midland football club celebrat-
ing its 40th anniversary and that by 1985 the 
Guildford Grammar war memorial was show-
ing signs of wear so the school engaged the 
services of an architect to clean and restore it 
with the restoration work completed in time 
for the 1986 Anzac service.

In 1985 the Shire of Swan and the Depart-
ment of Planning developed the Guildford 
design and development guidelines, the state 
government approved electrification of subur-
ban railways, the City of Perth Skyworks start-
ed and also in that year Midland Brick pur-
chased Whiteman’s, with the two pioneering 
family companies combining to become one of 
Australia’s leading brick makers.

In 1985 Mrs Dundas organised with the 
Shire of Swan a street parade and a formal un-
veiling of the plough now located at the south 
end of Fauntleroy Park.

She said school children attended and there 
were cuddly farm animals and 100 pigeons 
were released.

Over the years Mrs Dundas has also done 
things such as coordinating a project with oth-

er members of the Guildford Association over 
some years to identify the surviving homes 
of Anzacs and tell the stories of soldiers who 
lived in them as reported in Poppy trail tells 
Anzac stories (Echo News, April 28, 2023).

“The aim of the project was to create another 
means of exploring Guildford’s history and a 
means of presenting it to young and old, the 
other purpose was to bring together material 
that just hadn’t been assembled before,” she 
said.

The association had specific criteria when 
selecting the soldiers, they had to have lived 
in, attended school, or worshipped in Guild-
ford.

“That meant that when we were searching 
through records this provided the parameters.

“At that time Guildford only had about 500 
homes and we have identified over 700 men, 
so some homes had four or five sons that went 
off to war.

“To realise the impact it had on the town, the 
number of people with associations to this lit-
tle town and to realise the pain of the families 
was eye-opening.”

In 2005 Mrs Dundas presented a paper titled 
The Historic Town of Guildford – Between 
Sea and Scarp at the National Garden History 
Conference in 2005.

She said the town on the Swan coastal plain 
was developed as one of the first three towns 
settled in the Swan River Colony, (together 
with Perth and Fremantle) on the banks of the 
Swan River.

ON behalf of The Vines Res-
idents and Ratepayers Asso-
ciation, we wish to acknowl-
edge three recent Echo News 
publications.

These are The Vines Op-
position continues pages 1, 
3 and 17 of Echo News, June 
20, Development assessment 
panels explained explained 
pages 1 and 4 and Perth Hills 
and Swan Valley tourism 
promises kept? page 3, both 
published in Echo News, June 27.

Thank you for these stories.

Guildford historial researcher Barbara Dundas. Picture: Echo News

Guildford Guildford 
history history 
drives drives 
researcherresearcher

VRRA thanks the Echo NewsVRRA thanks the Echo News
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Faith Baptist Church 
ELLENBROOK
“Reaching People 

for Christ”

ECHO040725L

Woodlake 
Community Centre

Highpoint Blvd

Sundays 3pm
0425 354 159

Pastor:  Pastor: 
Graham ThomasGraham Thomas
Ph: 0425 354 159 Ph: 0425 354 159 

gbcmidland.org.augbcmidland.org.au

Meeting at: Brown Park 
Community Centre – 

Salisbury Rd, 
Swan View

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9.30am

FAMILY WORSHIP: 10.30am

MIDWEEK PRAYER MEETING: 7.00pm

The Jewellery Centre 
MUNDARING

EC
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FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 2 YEAR 
FULL WARRANTY ON ALL WATCHES. 

GENTS AND LADIES 
WATCHES TOO!! 

9295 1667
Shop 5, Woolworths Shopping 

Mall, MUNDARING

YOUR OWN LOCAL JEWELLER 
Specialising in Repairs • Sales • Designs

The Jewellery 
Centre have 
jewellers on site 
at all times that 
can design new 
custom made 
jewellery as well 
as redesign old, 
unloved jewellery 
into magnificent 
new pieces.

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT 
... WE CAN GET IT.  

IF WE CAN’T GET IT ... 
WE’LL JUST MAKE IT!

   
 C

ELEBRATING

ANNIVERSARY

40 YEARS
NEWS
1985-2025

Echo’s from the past

ANNIVERSARIES are won-
derful occasions.

We mark milestones, cel-
ebrate achievements and 
remember good times all 
while trying to forget we are 
growing older.  

Grace Baptist Church 

will celebrate its 13th anni-
versary in September and 
throughout the years Echo 
News has supported us 
through advertising and ed-
itorials. 

Weddings have been cel-
ebrated and milestones re-

membered. 
Our first long-time mem-

bers came as a result of an 
advertisement in the Echo 
News and many people 
have commented on our 
advertisements and edito-
rials.

The Jewellery Centre Mund-
aring is your local jewellery 
expert. 

With over 30 years’ ex-
perience in the industry, we 
are here to help you with a 
wide range of services in-
cluding sales, jewellery de-
sign and repairs.

The Jewellery Centre, 
Mundaring has a full work-
shop with a jeweller on the 

premises. 
This makes it simple for 

you to have a unique piece 
of jewellery custom-de-
signed, or change your 
old, unloved jewellery into 
something new and fabu-
lous.

We believe in good old 
fashioned customer ser-
vice, so whatever you want 
from a piece of jewellery, 

we will do our very best to 
make it happen. 

“If we don’t have it... we 
can get it. If we can’t get it... 
we’ll just make it.  

With the help of the Echo 
Newspaper, the only local 
independent newspaper, 
our regular adverts in the 
paper keep us busy and 
part of the local area.

Echo News: Thanks for your support through the years

Thank you Echo News for keeping us busy

NEWS

Blasts from 
the past

•A Baudin’s black 
cockatoo (left) and a 
Carnaby’s black cock-
atoo (right) share a bird 
bath but their habits 
differ when it comes to 
nesting boxes. (Help-
ing hands for Carna-
by’s Echo News, Jan-
uary 13 2023).

•Rob Robson surveys his Tilden Drive proper-
ty with Lillie Road neighbour Ben Murphy The 
pink bell-shaped lily flowers shot up on Tilden 
Drive resident Rob Robson’s property this week 
in what he called, the first signs of life return-
ing after the Wooroloo Fires. (Out of the ashes 
Echo News, February 26 2021).

Feb 2021

Jan 2023

• Strawberry producers in Bullsbrook and 
the Swan Valley were starting to feel the 
pinch after copy-cat incidents of Queens-
land’s needle contamination began to spi-
ral out of control, with a Bullsbrook pro-
ducer forced to install $600,000 worth 
of food security measures. (Producers in 
pain as strawberry crisis spreads, Echo 
News, September 22 2018).

• Footy clubs are worried they will lose their 
identity if West Australian Football Commis-
sion merger plans proceed. (Fighting for sur-
vival, Echo News, February 4 2017).

• An application by 
Western Australian 
Shalom Group to 
allow a drug and al-
cohol rehabilitation 
dwelling for men in 
Henley Brook has 
been rejected by the 
City of Swan. (Re-
hab house rejected, 
Echo News, August 
15 2015).

Sep 2018

Feb 2017

Aug 2015

• Local sculptor, 
Ron Gomboc with 
the monument he 
created to com-
memorate the late 
actor, Heath Ledger. 
(Legend honoured, 
Echo News, Febru-
ary 28 2009).

• It’s show time: 
Jarryd Ziedas, 5, his 
brother Kobee, 2, 
Sam Gregorovich, 
15, and Rikki Zie-
das, 10, all of Pick-
ering Brook. (It’s all 
apples for Pickering 
Brook Show, Echo 
News, May 3 2003).

Feb 2009 May 2003
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Nestled in Perth’s Hills com-
munity, St Brigid’s College 
and Mazenod College offer 
vibrant, values-driven edu-
cation. 

St Brigid’s fosters the 
growth of confident, com-
passionate young wom-
en through a curriculum 
grounded in the Mercy tradi-
tion, with a strong focus on 
early years empowerment, 
academic challenge, and 

environmental awareness – 
students are both good at 
learning and good at life. 

Mazenod College pro-
vides tailored pathways for 
boys from Years 7 to 12. 

Its curriculum blends 
modern pedagogy with 
traditional values, offering 
depth, choice, and career 
readiness, found in tradi-
tional ATAR pathways as 
well as trades certification 

options. 
With a foundation in 

self-discipline and integrity, 
Mazenod prepares students 
for life beyond the class-
room.

Together, as a family in the 
hills, these colleges enrich 
the Hills community, shaping 
future leaders through holis-
tic education and a shared 
commitment to growth, ser-
vice, and belonging.

DO you want an affordable 
service that is non-tradi-
tional and no fuss? I’m sure 
you will have noticed a big 
difference in funeral costs 
in Perth.

While some are very expen-
sive, others are uncomfort-
ably cheap, which can leave 
you wondering “what should 
I do”.

30 years ago, we looked at 
the funeral industry in Perth 
and concluded that funeral 
homes were doing the same 
traditional expensive funerals 
that hadn’t changed for 100 

years. 
At Just Cremations, we 

wanted to build a quality 
brand, at a far more afford-
able price than was currently 
available.

Our mission: to create a 
“professional, courteous fu-
neral service for the people of 
Perth at a fair and reasonable 
price”.

More and more people in 
WA are choosing a ‘no fuss’ 
approach to saying goodbye, 
and opting to mark the occa-
sion with a simple and digni-
fied service, avoiding the fan-

fare and the extra expense.
We’ve been proud to share 

our message with the com-
munity through Echo News. 
Their readership is local, loy-
al, and community-minded 
— the exact people we aim to 
serve. Advertising with Echo 
News has helped us reach 
families who value straight-
forward, compassionate ser-
vice without the high cost.

If you want to know more 
about our services and ar-
ranging a funeral, have a look 
at our website, or contact us 
on 1800 65 35 95 (Free Call).

St Brigids College & Mazenod College nurturing excellence

Just cremations share their message through Echo News

•Darren Brown in front of the works, just 
metres from the golf course. (Interchange 
tree trauma troubles golfers, Echo News, 
December 14 2019).

•The City of Kalamunda is calling on resi-
dents to sign up to its new community reg-
ister to help amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
(Driveway drinks lift spirits, Echo News, 
April 3 2020).

Dec 2019

Apr 2020

•Buying your first 
home should be 
one of the most ex-
citing times of your 
life, but for Movida 
Estate homebuilder 
Matthew Waitland 
the dream of becom-
ing a homeowner 
has turned into a 
nightmare. (Home-
builder heartache 
Echo News, April 8 
2022).

•Experience ‘Metallic Mor-
phology’, the latest solo ex-
hibition by artist Vince Aus-
tin, where a menagerie of 
metallic creations will be on 
display at the Midland Rail-
way Workshops. (Where im-
agination meets metal Echo 
News, June 14 2024).

Apr 2022

Jun 2024

• Many students from a primary school 
are missing class with dozens of suspected 
and confirmed cases of whooping cough. 
(Whooping cough outbreak, Echo News, 
September 17 2016).

Sep 2016
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Heading into the digital future...Heading into the digital future...
The independent community newspaper 
industry has faced many challenges over 
recent years with the growing impact of 
social media.

To meet this challenge Echo News has 
worked tirelessly over the past couple of 
years to increase its exposure on its digital 
channels to drive growth and recognition.

In fact, last year Echo News was the 
proud recipient of the Swan Chamber of 
Commerce Business Award for Creativity 
and Innovation for our website.

Our website has already attracted more 
580,000 visits this year with more than 
117,000 active users during that period. 
Last year the website attracted 1.4 million 
visits by more than 312,000 users.

With our robust digital channels we have 
been able to change the way we communi-
cate with clients and potential clients with 
an increase in digital marketing campaigns, 
including email and social media marketing 
through our own Facebook page.

This has included cross promotion with 
community groups, including the Swan 
Chamber of Commerce and the many local 
governments we cover, which has seen our 
stories reposted by groups we have featured 
in our newspaper.

While social media continues to be a 

threat, we are tackling this with qualified, 
researched and fact-checked content that is 
archived on our website.

As social media has continued on its path 
we are now being recognised for the legiti-
mate role we play and the trusted news and 
advertising that we offer.

Just when social media had almost deci-
mated most printed independent suburban 
and regional papers, those like the Echo 
that have survived are now stronger and 
more believed than any other news source.

As the years move on being able to 
archive news and information regarding 
our local communities will become an 
important historical resource that we at 
the Echo are proud of.

One of the main reasons that the Echo 
News has managed to continue to exist 
in the increasing moving world of so-
cial media is the fact we are a trusted 
medium that has worked tirelessly for 
almost 40 years to provide its readers with 
accurate community news and information.

Congratulations

Your FREE Local Weekly 
newspaper is available from 

local outlets or subscribe NOW 
to get Echo News emailed 

direct to your inbox. Subscribe Now Read the latest 
news online

PETER W LEWIS
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1200 Alison Street MOUNT HELENA WA 6082
www.amarooretreat.com.au
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*Children Over 10 Years Old Allowed In The Lounge only
Book Now to avoid disappointment call 6244 4800 or 

email reservations@amarooretreat.com.au

$55 per person* 8am - 10am
Pastries, Fruit Platter and One Hot or Cold Drink. 

A glass of Beermosa on arrival for Dad.
Eggs on Toast scrambled, poached or fried eggs with bacon & toasted ciabatta 

Buttermilk Pannacotta granola, honey, apple compote
Brioche French Toast bisco�, strawberry, vanilla ice-cream

Smashed Avocado Croissant poached eggs, watercress, parmesan
Amaroo Big Breakfast two eggs your way, truss tomatoes, bacon, beef sausage, 

mushrooms, hashbrown, house made beans
Ancient Grain Porridge blueberries, pecans, drambuie

Shakshuka poached eggs, braised tomato and capsicum, toasted ciabatta
Mushrooms on Toast stracciatella, tarragon, poached egg

Pea and Zucchini Fritters fried egg, bacon and feta
Sausage and Egg Mu�n chilli hollandaise, avocado, sausage, 

fried egg, on a toasted english mu�n

12 noon-3pm  l  5pm till late*
$75 for two courses  l  $85 for three course meal 

plus a glass of Beermosa on arrival for Dad!
ENTRÉE

King Prawn cocktail gem lettuce, marie rose
Braised lamb ragu mafaldine, parmesan

Caramelized onion and goats cheese tart
MAINS

Roast Porchetta green beans and broccolini, salsa verde, red wine jus
Sweet potato gnocchi burnt carrot puree, dukkah
Chefs �sh pie smoked cheddar mash, crushedpeas

DESSERTS
Baked apples walnut cinnamon crumble, vanilla custard
Portuguese egg custard tart wattle seed, Davidson plum

Chocolate stout cake warm chocolate sauce
Cheese selection quince paste crackers, grapes ($10 supplement)

ADVERTISING
 FEATURE

Spoil your Dad for Father’s DaySpoil your Dad for Father’s Day

 Plants make a wonderful living gift, and a 
thoughtful addition to Dad’s garden. Lucky 
for Dad, Father’s day is at a time when there 
is plenty in flower, so there are just so many 
options to choose from. Like our beautiful 
Western Australian Kangaroo Paws. These 
can be planted together in a well drained pot 
to make a fantastic show of all the colours 
you can think of!

Dendrobium Orchids are a nice gift too and 
are a low maintenance plant that are great for 

shady pot gardens. They look fantastic planted 
into an old tree trunk! Keep the pot size small 
when re-planting and use a specialty orchid 
potting mix.

Or if Dad is not so fond of flowers, what 
about a Casuarina ‘Cousin It’ for a quirky liv-
ing gift. They look excellent in pots and can be 
dressed up with a pair of glasses.

“So if you are looking for a special present 
for Dad, consider a living gift!” -  Zanthorrea 
Nursery

Show your super hero Dad just how much 
he means to you with an unforgettable expe-
rience at Amaroo Retreat & Spa. Whether 
he’s craving a delicious meal or a relaxing 
day, we’ve got you covered.

Father’s Day Breakfast: Kick off the day 
with a hearty breakfast from 8am to 10am, 
priced at $55 per person. Enjoy fresh danishes 
on arrival, a hot drink, juice, and a meal from 
our special Father’s Day breakfast menu. Plus, 
to make it extra special, Dads receive a compli-
mentary Beermosa.

Father’s Day Lunch and dinner: Join us for 
lunch from 12.00pm to 3.00pm or dinner from 

5.00pm till late, $75 per person for two courses 
or $85 per person for three courses. Dads will 
love our specially crafted dishes, and of course, 
a complimentary glass of Beermosa to toast the 
occasion! 

And in celebration of every dads dance move 
we will have live music for lunch and dinner. 

Gift Vouchers: Give Dad the gift of choice 
with a gift voucher. Our remedial therapist can 
sort out his aches and pains or he can have a 
relaxation massage that’ll have him sleeping 
like a baby. 

Make this Father’s Day one to remember at 
Amaroo Retreat & Spa!

Spoil your Dad!!  
Father’s Day at Amaroo 

Retreat & Spa!

A Living Gift



22   August 29, 2025  www.echonewspaper.com.au

Spoil your Dad forSpoil your Dad for    
Father’s DayFather’s DayAD

VE
RT

IS
IN

G
 F

EA
TU

RE
   Explore and test drive the 

latest John Deere equipment

   Prizes and giveaways

   Kids zone with ride-ons,
games and more!

   Huge range of toys, gifts 
and clothing 

   Food and coffee available

   Demo day 
only specials

JOIN US FOR SOME FAMILY FUN
  SATURDAY 6TH SEPT     8AM – 12PM

  80 GREAT EASTERN HWY, SOUTH GUILDFORD

Mark your calendars for Saturday Septem-
ber 6th and head down to AFGRI Equipment 
South Guildford for a morning of excitement 
at our John Deere Demo Day from 8am to 
12pm.

Whether you’re looking to test drive the latest 
John Deere equipment, grab some merchandise, 
or simply enjoy a fun morning out with the fami-
ly, this is the perfect way to kick off Father’s Day 
weekend.

Don't miss your chance to win a John Deere 
Z315E ZTrak Zero-Turn Mower and Polycart and 
so much more. Plus, enjoy exclusive Demo Day 
specials, exciting giveaways, and a huge range of 
John Deere gear, toys, and clothing.

Bring the whole family—kids will love the ded-
icated kids’ zone with ride-ons, face painting, and 
more fun activities to keep them entertained.

Come test our the latest John Deere machinery, 
stay for the fun, and leave with a great deal. Join 
us at 80 Great Eastern Highway, South Guild-
ford—we can’t wait to see you there!

Celebrate 
John Deere  
Demo Day  
at AFGRI 

Equipment

Celebrate Dad the right way this Father’s 
Day at Midland Megaplex with a free BBQ 
Bash the whole family will enjoy!

Happening on Saturday 6 September from 
11.00am to 2.00pm, the Mega Grillfest in-
cludes a classic sausage sizzle and BBQ food 
sampling, thanks to Spudshed, plus heaps of 
fun for the kids’ crafts, face painting, and jum-
bo games. Kids can even decorate an apron for 
Dad to take home!

There’ll also be a photo wall with props, and 
the best Father’s Day pic will win a retailer gift 
bundle worth $300.

Jake Tana, Senior Marketing Manager at 
Cygnet West, managing agents of Midland 
Megaplex says, “It’s a great way to bring the 
community together and support our retailers 
at the same time.”

Triona O’Shaughnessy, Associate Direc-
tor of Retail Property Management at Cygnet 
West, adds “The Landlord Lester Group loves 
getting behind these events, perfect for fami-
lies and a great way to mark the occasion.”

No need to book - just rock up! Scan the 
QR code or visit midlandmegaplex.com.au for 
more info.

Father’s Day BBQ Bash  
at Midland Megaplex



www.echonewspaper.com.au  August 29, 2025    23
ENTERTAINMENT  

& GIG GUIDE
Your local  
Gig Guide 

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 2

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 1

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6605 or peter.lewis@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Promote  
your event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

 Fri August 29
Parkerville Tavern 
Matt Sofoulis. 
From 5pm. Free. 
6 Owen Road 
Parkerville

 
Woodbridge Hotel 
Duality Band. 
From 8pm. Free. 
50 East Street 
Guildford

Settlers House York 
Beth Chia. 
From 5.30pm. Free 
Avon Terrace, York 

Bassendean Hotel 
DJ Ash. 
8pm-Late. Free. 
25 Old Perth Road 
Bassendean

Mahogany Inn  
& Distillery 
Ben Graham.  
6pm-9pm. Free. 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek 

Lyric’s Bar 
Laneway Bar 
Rosemary & Tim. 
From 7pm. Free. 
22 Lyric Lane 
Maylands

 Sat August 30  
Settlers House York 
Expresso Duo.  
From 12 noon. 
The Jukes of York
From 6pm. Free.
Avon Terrace York

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
Brett Hardwick. 
6pm-9pm. Free. 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek 

Parkerville Tavern 
Intangible. 
From 5pm. Free. 
6 Owen Road 
Parkerville 

Hemingway & Co 
Acoustic Saturday. 
From 7pm-9pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway Mundaring 

Woodbridge Hotel 
Jamm’n. 
From 8pm. Free.  
50 East Street 
Guildford  

Lyric’s Bar 
Laneway Bar 
Carole Katz Duo. 
From 7pm. Free. 
22 Lyric Lane 
Maylands

Sat August 30 cont.

Bassendean Hotel 
Retro Inc. 
8pm-Late. Free. 
25 Old Perth Road 
Bassendean

Bassendean Sun August 31
Settlers House York 
Graeme Fisher. 
From 12pm. Free. 
Avon Terrace York 

Imperial  
Homestead York 
Cedric Tunes. 
11.30pm - 2.30pm. 
Free. 
83 Avon Terrace, York 

Mahogany Inn  
& Distillery 
Nathan Gault.  
4pm-7pm. Free. 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek 

Bassendean Hotel 
Decoy.  
From 2pm. Free. 
25 Old Perth Road 
Bassendean 

Woodbridge Hotel 
Anton McLoughlin. 
From 3pm. Free.
50 East Street 
Guildford 

7th Ave Bar & Bistro 
Jane Germain. 
From 1pm-4pm. Free.
74 Helena Street  
Midland  

Childlow Tavern 
Cactus Rose.  
12.30pm-3.30pm.  
Free.
4 Thomas Street 
Chidlow 

Lyric’s Bar 
Laneway Bar 
The Pick-Me-Ups.  
From 5pm. Free.
22 Lyric Lane 
Maylands

 Tues September 2
Hemingway & Co 
Jazz Tuesday. 
From 6pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway, Mundaring 

Mahogany Inn  
& Distillery 
Smooth Groove. 
6pm-8.30pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek 

Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing. 
From 7pm. Free.
50 East Street 
Guildford

AFTER decades of traversing the rich land-
scape of folk and roots music, seasoned sing-
er-songwriter and former Kalamunda local, 
Jon Cope brings his latest musical project, the 
Celtic County Blues Band, to the Kalamunda 
Performing Arts Centre for a one-night-only 
performance on Saturday, September 13 from 
7.30pm.

Weaving together heartfelt contemporary 
folk storytelling, reimagined traditional ballads, 
and soulful country blues, this intergeneration-
al group of folk and jazz musicians seamlessly 
blends genres with exciting improvisation and 
spontaneity.

The audience can expect an entertaining 
evening of acoustic folk and roots music that 
spans genres and generations, offering an evoca-
tive journey through memory, emotion, and mu-
sical heritage.

 Jon will be joined by Reuben Cope, Fiona Da-
vidson, Reuben Koopermand and Josh Gray for a 
night of entertaining Celtic country blues.

“Jonathan Cope is the best male folk singer in 
the West Australian folk scene,” WA Folk Feder-
ation treasurer Terry Bonnett said.

Tickets to the one night only performance are 
available at https://kalamundapac.com.au/events/
and-the-celtic-county-blues/

Musical journey man returns for Celtic blues

Former Kalamunda local Jon Cope returns to Kalamunda.

AN art exhibition exploring the impact dreams and night-
mares has on human creativity and civilizations will be on at 
the Zig Zag Gallery from August 30 through to September 
21.

Dreamscapes: Exploring the Subconscious Through Art delves 
into how dreams and nightmares transcend individual experienc-
es, shaping civilizations, inspiring creativity, and offering in-
sights into the subconscious.

Artists are encouraged to use any medium to express their in-
terpretations, highlighting how these phenomena influence per-
sonal histories and cultural identities.

Art from 13 artists that specialise in a range of media from 
ceramics to oil paints and a range of styles will be presented in 
this exhibition.

Artists to be featured are Bec Abdy, Kathleen Bloom-
field-Gibbs, Alida Cappelletta, Brad Coleman, Annabelle Gal-
lon, Sophie Goodlich, John Herne, Annie Huang, Reegan Jack-
son, Savannah Matthews, Kristy Scaddan, Sarah Soula and Tara 
Wilson. 

Their work has been seen on murals across Perth city, at art 
markets, projected as moving art pieces on city buildings and in 
other collections and exhibitions.

Artists Reegan Jackson and Annie Huang have provided a 
preview of their collaborative project RE-VERB which will be 
shown at Dreamscapes.

The pictures shared reveal planing their working surfaces and 
glimpses of Mr Jackson’s black and white abstract patterning on 
top of a colourful backdrop of blue, yellow and purple. 

Another slide shows an abstract textured surface where un-
dulating forms shift in and out of sharp focus as topographical 
lines reveal themselves 
in the details, 

Their project will 
aim to combine ceram-
ics practice with their 
individual approaches 
to explore memory as 
a technological fever 
dream.

The RE-VERB col-
laboration will com-
bine analogue film pho-
tographs with painting, 
sculpture and digital 
manipulation. 

Ms Huang’s previ-
ous artworks include a 
large-scale projection 
of the rivers and native 
animals from Perth’s 
wetlands turned into an 
animated artwork mov-
ing across the PICA 
building in North-
bridge.

The showcase will 
aim to pull together 
their work into a co-
hesive collection with 
other artists to explore 

how sleep becomes a canvas for narratives, connecting people 
through universal yet personal encounters. 

It invites audiences to consider the landscapes of dreams and 
their emotional, cultural, and metaphysical dimensions. 

Dreamscapes: Exploring the subconscious through art

Sunlit Blue by artist Kathleen Bloomfield-Gibbs.

GUANHAO CHENG
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 Air Conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

Competitive prices I Top quality work 
guaranteed I No obligation free quotes

Installations I Service I Maintenance I Residential I Commercial

Rick Bowden 0428 054 888 rick@bowdenair.com.au

AU065824

Airconditioning
& Refrigeration

For all your airconditioning &
refrigeration service & installation

9454 9945

• Local Company
• Local Prices

Reliable & Efficient
Pensioner DiscountsLic. No. AU05609

Handyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

Handyman

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Air Conditioning & 
Refrigeration

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.com

Bobcats
DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Bobcats

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Indemnity and Warranty

ECHO NEWSPAPER  
CONDITIONS OF 

ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other 
legal entity (“the Customer”) 
requests Echo Newspaper 
(“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspa
per, they agree to be bound 
by the following terms and 
conditions:
1.	Echo, at its sole discretion, 

may decline to publish any 
advertisement requested by 
a Customer. If Echo decides 
not to publish a particular 
advertisement, there is no 
obligation on Echo to disclose 
the reasons for its decision, and 
Echo will not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned to 
the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	Echo will not be liable for any 
loss or damage caused to a 
Customer as a result of delay 
or as a result of Echo failing 
to place a requested adver
tisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an 
error or omission. 

3.	Echo may, at its sole discretion, 
decide to refund a Customer 
a portion of the cost of the 
advertisement if it forms the 
view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer 
and the Customer notifies 
Echo of the error or omission 
before 5.00pm on the day the 
advertisement first appears in 
the Newspaper. 

4.	Complaints concerning the 
accuracy of any invoice must 
be notified to Echo within 30 
days from the end of the month 
in which the advertisement was 
published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it 
may have had to challenge the 
invoices. 

5.	The Customer warrants 
that publication of the 
requested advertisement/s 
will not contravene any laws, 
whether statutory, equitable 
or otherwise, and agrees to 
wholly indemnify Echo (and 
its employees and agents) 
against all expenses, loss and 
damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication 
of the advertisement/s.

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Roofing

sales@prowestroofing.com.au

C O N T AC T  P E T E  F O R  A  F R E E  Q U OT E

9274 7663
prowestroofing.com.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E  &  R E P A I R S

• METAL ROOFING | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS
• MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

Carpentry

Electrical

FencingFencing

◆ All types of fencing
◆ Fencing repairs
◆ Old fences removed
◆ No job too small
◆ All work guaranteed

ROB 0400 128 951

FENCING

Now you can find a tradie in the paper ANDAND  
on our website ANYTIME GO TO:
 www.echonewspaper.com.au

Looking for a tradie?

Gardening

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Gardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching
Lawn Mowing
Planting
Weeding
Pruning
Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Roofing

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

www.echonewspaper.com.au

“Lets keep  

local people  

in work”

Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
46

7 
 L

17
45

82

Painting

PP Maintenance
  PAUL 0477 660 703
 paul.percudani@outlook.com

ABN: 86 642 331 437

• Painting (Interior & Exterior) • Demolition  
• General Repairs • Pressure Cleaning 

• Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)  

Painting

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

LimestoneLimestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Plastering

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

Plumbing

Plumbing

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

Tree Services

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Ceilings

Concrete

ConcreteConcrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

Concrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Pest ControlPest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

Electrical

Whitegum 
Electrical EC 16469

Call Jason  
0409 113 217

New Builds, 
Renovations, 
Maintenance  

and More!

AKA REDGUM ELECTRICAL

For all your Electrical Needs

Support your local 
Business

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

Brickpaving

◆ All types of paving & stonework
◆ Repairs etc
◆ Pressure cleaning
◆ No job too small
◆ All work guaranteed

ROB 0400 128 951

PAVING - STONE WORKS

Brickpaving

Tree Services
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Plastering
Sam's plastering works. 
Exp. Ph 0478 194 662.

Firewood for sale. Dry 
Jarrah / Marri firewood free 
delivery - Ph: 0429 988 079.

Firewood

LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

I also repair & renew taps. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

MASTERS PLUMBINGAS  
All Plumbing & Gas work, 
Blockages, Hot water 
units, Leaks, Renovations,  
B u r s t  p i p e s .  2 4 / 7 
E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e . 
N O  C A L L  O U T  F E E 
David: 0416 644 191. 
PL-9554 GF-011284

Plumbing

Painting
Painting, Gardening, 
Pressure Cleaning. 0477 
660 703. Local. 

Employment

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning
Gutter cleaning & solar  
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Tony’s Lawnmowing, 
Handyman & Firewood. 
Cheap rates. Midland 
& Surrounding Areas. 
0431 831 948.

Lawn Mowing

Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs 0426 211 137.

Gardening
HILLTOP Mowing & Yard 
Maintenance Glen Forrest 
& Surrounding Areas PH: 
0400 365 887.

V i c t o r  M o w i n g  a n d  
Gardening  ca l l  Te r r y  
0415 377 780.

Ride-on and whipper-
snipping. Swan/Mundar-
ing. Ph 0478 194 662.

Cadet Journalist -  
Digital Content Creator

A part-time position - Tuesday-Thursday, with 
hours negotiable, now exists for an innovative, 

self-confident, reliable Journalist to join the  
Echo News editorial team.

Essential criteria includes: 
• A formal journalism qualification or equivalent grading.
• Photographic skills.
• Ability to build relationships with industry sources and 

communicate effectively with people from grass roots level 
through to senior industry management.

• Be able to write and post social media content.
The suitable applicant must:
• Be a team player with a friendly personality.
• Be capable of writing a full range of articles, from news 

stories, feature profiles, advertorials and through to all types 
of reviews.

• Have the ability to source their own stories and get to the 
heart of the local area so local knowledge of our distribution 
areas would be an advantage.

• Have good communication skills, creativity and knowledge of 
media law is strongly desired.

• Attend ‘out of hours’ council/shire meetings, industry events 
and business functions.

• Have a valid driver’s licence and a reliable vehicle.
• Be capable of working to tight weekly deadlines is an 

essential component of  
this position.

Desired but not essential
• Knowledge of ‘InDesign’ would be advantageous.
• A background in suburban newspapers would be viewed 

favorably. 
In return the successful candidate will  
be offered:
• A salary commensurate with experience.
• Excellent working environment.
The closing date for all applications is 5.00pm Wednesday 10th 
September 2025 with the successful applicant to start ASAP. 
Please email your resume with a covering letter to: peter.
lewis@echo-news.com 
All applications will be treated with the strictest confidence.

DOLPH_27625 

Fencing and Walls Policy, Swan Valley Planning 
Policy Scheme No.1
The Western Australian Planning Commission hereby provides notice of the Fencing 
and Wall Policy under the Swan Valley Planning Policy Scheme No. 1.

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance, and to establish development 
standards for all fences and walls within the Swan Valley Planning Scheme No. 1 area.  

The full policy can be viewed online at www.wa.gov.au/government/document-
collections/swan-valley-planning-framework.

Queries related to the policy can be sent to The Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage, Level 2, 140 William Street, PERTH WA 6000, via email to 
swanvalley@dplh.wa.gov.au or to the Swan Valley Planning Team at 6551 8150.

Notice is hereby given that a Special 
Meeting of Council will be held on Tuesday 
2 September 2025, commencing at  
6.30 pm in the Council Chamber at the 
Shire Administration Building, 7000 Great 
Eastern Highway, Mundaring.
The purpose of the meeting is for Council 
to consider the following:
1. The award of tender for the upgrade of 

Elsie Austin Changerooms
2. The Mundaring Cultural Hub Concept 

Design and
3. The recommendations from the 

Governance Committee Meeting 18 
July 2025

Please note, this meeting 
will be audio recorded and 
livestreamed.
Jason Whiteaker 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL

Notice of proposed lease of land section 3.58 of the Local 
Government Act 1995
Property:  Suite 18C, 8 – 12 Stafford Street, Midland  6056
Lessee: Midland Meals Inc.
Annual rental amount: $4075.00 excluding GST
Valuation: $4075.00 excluding GST
Purpose: Commercial Office
Term: Two (2) Years
Submissions in writing and addressed to the undersigned may 
be lodged on or before, September 15, 2025.

CITY OF SWAN
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROPOSED LEASE OF LAND

Stephen Cain
Chief Executive Officer
City of Swan
PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

Notice of proposed lease of land section 3.58 of the Local 
Government Act 1995
Property:  Kitchen 1, 8 – 12 Stafford Street, Midland  6056
Lessee: Midland Meals Inc.
Annual rental amount: $12,355.00 excluding GST
Valuation: $12,355.00 excluding GST
Purpose: Commercial Kitchen
Term: Two (2) Years
Submissions in writing and addressed to the undersigned may 
be lodged on or before, September 15, 2025.

CITY OF SWAN
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROPOSED LEASE OF LAND

Stephen Cain
Chief Executive Officer
City of Swan
PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

Gutter & Downpipes vac-
uum cleaned. Affordable 
rates & Free quotes, call 
Brendan 0428 028 293. 
Prompt Service. Job Well 
Done.

Public Notice

YOGA

Gooseberry Hill Hall 
42 Ledger Rd

Mon 6 -7.15pm

PH JEANENE 
0406 773 650

Yoga

Public Notice

Do you have something 
to Celebrate?

Why not announce it in the Echo?  
Call 9374 6666 to share  

your special news.

AVELEY:
Aveley Newsagency

Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

Aveley Shopping Centre
Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

BASSENDEAN:
Bassendean Library

46 Old Perth Rd
Bassendean Shopping 
Village

Cnr West & Old Perth Rd
BEECHBORO:
Beechboro Library

332 Benara Rd
BOYA:
Boya Community Centre

Clayton Rd & Scott St
BULLSBROOK:
Bullsbrook Newsagency

2544 Great Northern Hwy
CHIDLOW:
Chidlow Growers Market

570 Rosedale Rd
Chidlow Postal & Home 
Centre

Thomas St
DARLINGTON:
Darlington Liquor

4 Montrose Ave
EDEN HILL:
Eden Hill News & LPO

S3/85 Walter Rd

ELLENBROOK:
Dome

36 Main Street
Espresso Coffee

Ellenbrook Central
Ellenbrook Central

204 Pinaster Rd
(cnr The Promenade)

Total Health Ellenbrook
3/42 Main St

Woodlake Village IGA
Sunray Circle

FORRESTFIELD:
Edinburgh Road S/Centre

Edinburgh Rd
Forrestfield Forum

20 Strelitzia Ave
Walridge Country Estate

Berkshire Rd
GIDGEGANNUP:
Gidgegannup News

Toodyay Rd
GLEN FORREST:
Glen Forrest Post Office

Railway Pde 
IGA Glen Forrest

Hardey Rd
GUILDFORD:
Guildford Newsagency

James St
HELENA VALLEY:
Helena Valley Lifestyle 
Village

2340 Helena Valley Rd

IGA Helena Valley
Torquata Blvde

HERNE HILL:
Herne Hill Village Lottery  
Centre

777 Gt Northern Hwy
HIGH WYCOMBE:
High Wycombe Village 
Shopping

Kalamunda Rd
Newburn Newsagency

47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA

120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:
City of Kalamunda

Railway Rd 
Crabbs IGA

12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro  
S/Centre

39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library

7 Williams St
Kalamunda Newsagency

Haynes St
Nightingales Pharmacy

123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre

21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store

5/21 Jinda Rd

LESMURDIE:
IGA Lesmurdie

241 Lesmurdie Rd 
Sanderson Road S/Centre

Sanderson Rd
MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets

5895 Great Eastern Hwy
MAIDA VALE:
Hill View Public Golf 
Course

350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA

Unit 2/31 Maida Vale Rd
MIDLAND:
Baptistcare

1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre

307 Great Eastern Hwy
City of Swan Admin. Office

Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire

71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office

4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug Store

243 Great Eastern Hwy
IGA Supermarket

295 Great Eastern Hwy 
Midland Library

45 Helena Street
Midland Gate S/Cente

Food Hall Entry

Real Estate Plus
Shop 2/5 Junction Parade

Swan Valley Fresh Markets
Cnr Morrison Rd & Keane 
St

Tania Lawrence Office
2/257 Gt Eastern Hwy

The Ritz Cafe
16/27 Old Great Northern 
Hwy

MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena

McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty

2/1 Mundaring Weir Rd
Coles Supermarket

Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Fresh

7110 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Newsagency

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Village 
Shopping Centre

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Visitors Centre

7225 Great Eastern Hwy
Shire of Mundaring

7000 Great Eastern Hwy
PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General Store

2170 Seaborne St 
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel

10895 Great Eastern Hwy

Caltex Service Station
96 Great Eastern Hwy

SOUTH GUILDFORD:
IGA Waterhall

9 Waterhall Rd
STONEVILLE:
Stoneville Fresh Food 
Market

5345 Richardson Rd
STRATTON:
Stratton Park S/Centre

O’Connor Rd
SWAN VIEW:
IGA Swan View

139 Morrison Rd
Swan View S/Centre

Marlborough Rd
THE LAKES
The Lakes Roadhouse

Great Eastern Highway
UPPER SWAN:
Vibe Roadhouse

1447 Great Northern Hwy
WEST SWAN:
Burk West Swan

West Swan Rd
WOOROLOO:
Wooroloo Liquor
& General Store

3775 Government Rd
YORK:
York Co-op

Avon Terrace
Castle Hotel

Avon Terrace

Look out for the 
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Local Real Estate Residential
Commercial

Rural & Country

Upcoming 
Events
• Talkie Tea Time at 
Midland Ascension 
Hall on Saturday, Sep-
tember 6 runs from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm. 
Speaker Australian 
physicist David Blair 
will explain how Ein-
stein’s theories are 
part of a revolutionary 
school science project 
to help everyone un-
derstand global climate 
change. Catered after-
noon tea. RSVP to 0414 
386 398 or francescai 
rwin2@iinet.com.au
• The Kalamunda 
Ladies Probus Club 
meets on the second 
Thursday of each month 
at St Barnabas Church 
Hall, Railway Road, 
Kalamunda (entry off 
Spring Road) at 9am 
for 9.30am start.  They 
have morning tea and 
a guest speaker at each 
meeting and a monthly 
bus outing to differ-
ent interesting places.  

THIS 3.45ha Bullsbrook property offers a hillside view 
with green expanses that extend out and beyond the ho-
rizon for those that enjoy tree canopy shade and natural 
landscapes from the comfort of home.

An automatic metal gate attached to a light-coloured cob-
blestone wall with an integrated mailbox sets the tone for 
the commanding home that complements the rural back-
drop.

Visitors can drive through the electric gates and down to 
a home among the trees with buildings capped with green 
roofs, solar panels installed on the main home and the shed 
and plenty of living space.

The main home has three big bedrooms, including an en-
suite in the main bedroom complete with its own spa.

The spa sits in the corner of the room beside louvred win-
dows that allow as much or as little light in as users take a 

dip and enjoy the view of the hillside.
A spacious central living area flows from the kitchen to 

an undercover entertaining space looking over the valley 
vista.

The kitchen has a stone benchtop and neutral colours 
including white cupboards and drawers set against grey 
square tiled walls and a warm clay coloured tile floor.

Circular lights are flush against the white ceiling of the 
open plan dining area where a slow-combustion stove sits 
in a recessed corner.

The laundry room includes a shower and louvred win-
dows throughout the home allow inhabitants to control nat-
ural light and add character to each room.

Year-round cosiness is built in with a mix of ceiling fans, 
air-conditioning, and a slow-combustion stove to make 
sure occupants stay warm or cool enough with the seasonal 

temperature changes.
The property’s spacious powered workshop offers the 

room needed to tinker away on a larger project and the so-
lar panels help ease the electricity bill.

It may also be used as a double garage with extra space 
for a workbench.

Water tanks collect from the roof to ensure a reliable sup-
ply at the property.

The property offers space, views, and a lifestyle Bulls-
brook is renowned for.

Address: 31 Fraser Road, Bullsbrook
Price: From $1,195,000

Agency: Real Estate Plus
Contact Milton Rendell  

on 9274 5000

Big lifestyle block in Bullsbrook

Woofer 
of the 
week
Dasher is an 
eight-month-old 
german koolie 
who was trained 
as a sheep dog but 
she only wants 
to be a lap dog. 
She loves to be 
around children  
and playing ball. 
She is sterilised, 
vaccinated and 
mic roch ipped . 
Costs apply. Con-
tact Bakers Hill 
Dog Sanctuary on 
9574 1438.

Socially they meet 
monthly for coffee and 
lunch also monthly at 
different venues in the 
area. Probus is a social 
club for retirees who 
enjoy life. For more in-
formation call Trish on 
0468 309 823 or Juli-
ette on 9293 4438.
• Kalamunda Youth 
Swing Band gives 
young musicians the 
opportunity to rehearse 
and play in a band. Re-
hearsals are Monday 
afternoon during school 
term. For more infor-
mation call musical 
director Leah on 0432 
973 395.
• The Ellenbrook 
Friendship Group 
meets each Wednesday 
at the Community Cen-
tre, 27 Maffina Parade, 
Ellenbrook from 1pm 
to 4pm. All welcome 
to make new friends or 
just have a chat. Enjoy 
indoor bowls, after-
noon tea and the occa-
sional outing. For more 
information call Sheila 
on 0402 973 307.

• The St Stephens An-
glican Church will be 
running their market 
day on Friday, August 
29 from 8.30am until 
11.30am. There will 
be bargains galore at 9 
Salix Way, Forrestfield. 
All welcome.
• Woodbridge Rate-
payers Association 
wishes to inform mem-
bers that current presi-
dent Lynn Deering will 
be stepping down and 
Greg Hull will be presi-
dent until the next AGM 
in March 2026. A date 
is to be confirmed to 
discuss developments 
around Morrison cross-
ing development, park-
ing resolutions, traffic 
congestion and River-
side All Abilities play-
ground improvements. 
For more information 
email 6056wra@gmail.
com
• Friends of Wood-
bridge Bushlands 
wish to seek those inter-
ested in contributing or 
being involved in dis-
cussions for a revised 

and updated master 
plan for the Swan Re-
gional Riverside Park 
(SRRP). Those inter-
ested in expressing an 
interest please contact 
fowb2025@gmail.com       
leaving your name 
and contact details. 

Noticeboard is for 
non-profits and com-
munity groups adver-
tising free/low cost 
events/programs. En-
tries must be emailed 
to editorial@echo-
news.com two weeks 
before the event.

Read
between
the lines
by Pastor Ian Kirk
Golden Canola!
What a wonderful time we recently had in the 
Wheatbelt, going to country churches to encourage 
them. Country folk are so lovely and friendly. But 
besides having a delightful time with them, it was also 
delightful travelling in the country, especially after our 
good winter rains. Everything was green and bubbling 
with life. The crops looked great, the farm dams were 
mostly full, and we even saw lambs skipping about.

On the day we went, we had everything when it came 
to the weather – fog, rain, thunderstorms, rainbows, and 
even some sun. On our way back, the sun came out and 
lit up a paddock of canola that was in full-flower. It was 
so spectacular that I stopped the car to take a photo. 
What was special, is that the golden canola had dark 
thunderous clouds in the background.

The image made me reflect on life. There are times 
when life seems dark and stormy. The challenging 
circumstances of life can cast a darkness over us. Even 
our mood becomes gloomy and depressed. 

Yet, in the midst of the storms of life, we can experience 
“sunshine”. My “sunshine” comes from the Son of God, 
even Jesus. He promises to always be with us, to help and 
encourage us, and to give us peace and joy – throughout 
life. He didn’t just die on the cross for our sins and rise 
from the dead. From heaven’s throne, He watches over all 
those who have put their trust in Him.
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SWAN Districts came within a point of 
their first WAFL Women’s premiership 
since 2017, falling 3.6 (24) to 3.5 (23) to 
Claremont in a tight grand final on Sun-
day.

The 2025 grand final was played at Min-
eral Resources Park in Lathlain, where 
Claremont secured their third flag in four 
years and back-to-back premierships.

It was the first grand final appearance for 
the Swans since 2021. 

They entered the match with seven con-
secutive wins, including finals victories 
over East Fremantle and Subiaco.

Swan Districts playing catch up for 
much of the contest but kicked the only 
goal of the final quarter to cut the margin 
to one point. 

A tense final 15 minutes saw no further 
scores.

Forward Summer Yarran kicked all 
three goals for the Swans, finishing with 
11 disposals and four marks.

Midfielder Carys D’Addario was strong 
through the middle with 25 disposals, nine 
tackles and six inside 50s.

Rising midfielder Jaime Henry recorded 
22 disposals and an equal game-high 22 
tackles, along with three marks and three 
inside-50 entries.

Other contributors included Tamzyn 
Beros with 11 disposals, Summer Ajduk 
with 11 disposals, 14 tackles, and ruck 
Lauren Quaife with 10 disposals, five 
tackles and 38 hit-outs.

The Tigers kicked the first goal of the 
game after early behinds from Swan for-
ward Emily McGuire. At quarter time, 
Claremont led by four points and extended 
their lead to 10 before Yarran’s first goal 
cut it to seven by half-time.

Yarran added her second in the third 

term, bringing the margin back to one 
point before a late Claremont goal restored 
a seven-point buffer. 

Her third goal five minutes into the last 
quarter brought the Swans within one, but 

the score remained unchanged.
All three finals involving Swan Districts 

this year were decided by two points or 
fewer, highlighting a closely contested fi-
nals campaign.

Swans fall one 
point short in 
WAFLW grand final

Mundaring win the first HFA semi final 
IN the Hills Football Association 
first semi final for the 2025 sea-
son Mundaring defeated Picker-
ing Brook 8.9 (57) to Pickering 
Brook 8.7 (55).

In the second semi final Chid-
low had a 7.9 (51) to 3.6 (24) win 
over Swan View.  

Chidlow now get the week’s 
break as they head straight to the 
grand final to be held at Pickering 
Brook.

 While this Sunday Swan View 
are up against Mundaring in the 
preliminary final to be hosted 
by the Mt Helena football club 

2-30pm at Chidlow oval.
In last weekend’s firs semi final 

Michael Brescasin got Pickering 
Brook started with their first goal, 
closely followed by the equal-
iser from Mundaring’s Braeden 
Hilgert. 

Ollie Aitken was having an 
intriguing battle with Jackson 
Shilling in the ruck duels. Ste-
ven Caccetta collected the loose 
ball pinpointing a pass off to Jack 
Giancono he then found Michael 
Brescasin on the lead for him to 
kick his second of three for the 
first quarter. 

Sateki A’Vard cleared the next 
centre ball up to Braeden Hilgert 
for him to kick his second goal. 

The first break had the Hawks in 
front by six points.

There two goals to the Hawks 
and one for the Roos for the sec-
ond quarter. 

With almost half the players 
contesting for the ball, play be-
came extremely congested with 
the ball only moving a few metres 
at a time between the umpire hav-
ing to throw it up. 

The Hawks had managed to ex-
tend their lead to 14 points at the 
main break. 

Jack Giancono joined in as a fo-
cal point in front of goals. 

While Mitchell Shilling and 
Josh Vellinga managed to repel 
several of the Roos forward en-
tries. 

One goal each for the third quar-
ter left the door open for Munda-
ring. 

Players had to stand up if they 
were going to reverse the trend 
and find a way to negotiate the 
Cold and wet conditions. 

Ollie Aitken became dominant 
in the ruck contests when he came 

back on the ground after receiving 
some medical attention. 

Robert Di Salvio started to find 
the form that has made him a 
strong outside player all season. 

Dylan O’Loghlen was ably as-
sisted by Lachlan Walter as they 
rebounded the ball out of their 
backline. 

Sam Butler moved forward and 
became an avenue to goals. 

Three quick goals had the Roos 
in front for the first time. 

Pickering Brook bounced back 
with a goal to Jack Giancono. 

The game was still in the bal-
ance with five minutes to play. 

Mundaring managed to find a 
way through the Hawks’ defence 
to score another goal, with only 
minutes left on the clock the Roos 
managed to defend their slender 
lead and come away with a two-
point win.

Hills Football Association lead-
ing goal scorer Jeff Ladd from 
Swan View and Benjamin Sea-
brook 3rd time medalist Josh 
Hollingum from Swan View.

The Swan Districts WAFLW team played a close grand finals match but lost 
by one point. 

BRIAN PALLISTER

SWAN Districts lost to Peel Thunder 
by 54 points during the last round of 
their WAFL Men’s season but there 
were wins for the colts and reserves 
who now turn their attention to finals.

Swan Districts and Peel met twice in 
the finals series of 2024 and the last time 
that Swans headed down to Lane Group 
Stadium they scored the qualifying final 
victory.

The first quarter saw five goals apiece 
from both teams during their last 2025 
games. 

It was from the second quarter that 
Peel began outscoring Swan Districts 10 
goals to two for their eventual victory. 

The result means that the Swans fin-
ish the season in eighth position on the 
WAFL Men’s ladder with six wins and 
12 losses.

Leon Kickett continued the impres-
sive start to his league career with Swans 
by kicking another two goals from his 
nine possessions and four marks.

Captain Jesse Turner also amassed 

35 possessions for Swan Districts, 
100-gamer Aidan Clarke 24, Jackson 
McLachlan 23, Brad Lynch 18, Max 
Chipper 17, Brandon Erceg 17, Jiah 
Reidy 16, Jehb O’Donohue 15 and 
Ethyn Kane 15.

The Swans’ goals came through Otis 
Harvey, O’Donohue, Ayden Cartwright, 
Kickett and Leigh Kohlmann for the 
two-point lead by quarter-time.

Earlier in the day, the Swan Districts 
colts beat Peel Thunder 12.15 (87) to 
7.9 (51).

The win means the Swans finish the 
colts season in fifth position with a nine 
win and seven loss record and are slat-
ed to play West Perth in an elimination 
final on Sunday at East Fremantle’s The 
Good Grocer Park.

Peel led by half-time, though Swan 
Districts took the led after the break, 
kicking eight goals to one in the second 
half.

Levi Calcott kicked four goals in the 
win for Swan Districts with Cooper 
Shord adding three.

Blake Kelly racked up 33 posses-

sions, Soren Feast 21, Liam Hrabar 21, 
Anthony Hansen 18, Ezekiel Hewett 
16 and Leo Steed 14 while McCartney 
Murdoch finished with 10 touches and 
21 hit outs.

Then in the reserves contest at Lane 
Group Stadium, Swan Districts also 
scored the 14.8 (92) to 6.9 (45) victory 
against Peel Thunder.

The result means that the Swans finish 
in third position on the reserves ladder 
with the 9-7 record to earn a finals dou-
ble chance.

Swan Districts kicked another three 
goals to one in the third term, five to two 
in the fourth for the eventual 47-point 
victory to have that winning form head-
ing into the finals series.

Connor Blakely racked up 33 pos-
sessions for Swan Districts, Kelly 32, 
Chase Loftus 26, Chayse Martinson 25, 
Jacob Coniglio 17, Max York 17, Jordan 
Bushby 17 and Nathan Blakely 14 to go 
with 21 hit outs in the ruck.

The reserves will play South Freman-
tle in a qualifying final on Sunday at The 
Good Grocer Park as well. 

CHRIS PIKE

Swan Districts outplayed by Peel Thunder

CHRIS PIKE

Peel Thunder prevailed during the last round. 
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NDIS Registered Provider

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT OPTIONS TRIAL AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest Free and 

Lay-by options 
available.

T&C’s Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm
Midland Gate Shopping Centre. 

Ground floor Cinema entry 
opposite ANZ.

Go Light Foldable Scooter MedAlert 4G Watch

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

“Personal service, 
professional advice 
at the right price!”

Sleep well. Live well.

Great Life.
Key Features:
• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• HiLo@Trendelenburg functions
• One Touch Flat Button & a Torch

• Massage with 3 di�erent Modes and Timer
• Wireless Remote Control
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10 Year Warranty

Lift Chairs
Our Lift Chair Recliners provide 
an ultimate performance in style, 
designed to be functional and 
fashionable and part of your 
home decor.
Key Features:
• 2 motors • Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumber Support and Headrest
• 2  years Electrical Warranty

nn

Perth’s most trusted brand 
for more than 50 years

“Locals 
Supporting 

Locals"

$2250$1750
Massage fromNOW from

$1099
NOW from

$3499
NOW

$499
Includes Monitoring

• World’s lightest mobility scooter.
• Only 14.8kg. 
• Up to 10km
• Capacity 124kg.
• Red and Blue.

Blue/Black/
White/Pink
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