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“You adore it, we store it”

Family owned & operated
We sell boxes and packaging

P: 08 6162 3777
253 Berkshire Road, Forrest
eld
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Authorised by S.Catania 34/6 Keane St, Midland WA 6056

of�ce@treeaesthetics.com.au  I  www.treeaesthetics.com.au

OPENING HOURS 
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday 

Lot 10 Talbot Road HAZELMERE
(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

CALL US NOW 
9454 8640 or 9250 6599
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Did you know our Garden Centre is fully stocked with 
more than just your favourite mulch and �rewood?

We also offer: • Sands – perfect for paving & landscaping
• Soils – rich blends for healthy gardens

• Gravels – ideal for paths, drainage & �nishing touches

MORE THAN 
JUST MULCH 
& FIREWOOD
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school  school  

Aboriginal  Aboriginal  
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Unsolved  Unsolved  
bird paralysis bird paralysis 

disease  disease  
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Orange Sky volunteers in partnership with St Martins Uniting Church 
now offer free laundry services for the homeless in Forrestfield. PG 6PG 6

Free laundry for the needyFree laundry for the needy
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To DONATE,  
CALL 1800 534 229  
OR VISIT  
LEGACY.COM.AU

CHARLOTTE

LEGACY IS 
kEEpInG thEIr
promISE to  
mY dAd

Your FREE Local Weekly 
newspaper is also available 

from local outlets or  
subscribe NOW to get  

Echo News emailed direct  
to your inbox.

9374 6666
sales@echo-news.com 

editorial@echo-news.com   
Suite 4, 9 The Avenue, Midland

Always  
in front!

Subscribe 
Now

Read the latest news  
online at 

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Echo News social 
media comments
In response to Alcoa removes Perth 
Hills from their exploration area:
Thank you Echo Newspaper and Bibbul Ngar-
ma Aboriginal Association - a great first step to 
protecting all of our drinking water catchments. 
- South West Wildlife Learning and Dis-
covery Network

Thank you to Echo Newspaper for supporting 
our local community and covering this important 
issue. - Bibbul Ngarma Aboriginal Associ-
ation

Alcoa are still mining in our other drinking wa-
ter catchments - Serpentine, North Dandalup and 
South Dandalup. These forests provide drinking 
water for Perth and the whole southwest region. 
Strip mining in drinking water catchments is a 
disaster. The risks are enormous and the conse-
quences could be catastrophic. The state’s own 
drinking water provider, the Water Corporation, 
has warned that contamination of our drinking 
water is certain if Alcoa’s expansion continues. 
It’s not a matter of if, it’s a matter of when. And 
when disaster strikes, it will affect hundreds 
of thousands of people and cost millions, if not 
billions of dollars. Please support us to stand 
together to protect our water and our health.  
- Jarrahdale Forest Protectors Inc

In response to Final York tip deci-
sion now with SAT: 
Quite apart from and on top of the clear and 
present trend of WA Labor wilfully ignoring the 
will of the voters/the people they are elected to 
represent, how much extra will this tack on to 
our waste services fees and how will it impact 
collection services? I would imagine the rubbish 
truck that empties our bins right now, when full, 
only has to drive the shorter distance to Red 
Hill to unload before getting back to work. If the 
government forces those trucks to tip at York 
instead, every load suddenly means a round 
trip of more than 150 kilometres. That’s hours 
of extra driving, far more fuel, and much more 
wear and tear on the trucks. Because each truck 
can only collect a certain number of bins before 
it must unload, the longer trip would mean fewer 
collections per day and the need for more trucks 
and drivers just to keep up. All of those extra 
costs, fuel, wages, maintenance, and extra vehi-
cles won’t disappear; the likely will get passed 
straight back to households through higher 
waste service charges. In simple terms, York 
could turn local rubbish collection into a long 
haul trucking job, and that inefficiency makes 
it a hidden cost risk for every resident who pays 
rates.- D Hanley
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The Echo reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, legal 
reasons or clarity. The opin-
ions expressed do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the 
Echo. All letters must con-
tain the author’s full name, 
address and phone number 
for verification purposes.

Thought for the day
“It’s not the load that breaks you down, it’s the 
way you carry it.” - Lena Horne 

Due to lack of space,  
the crossword will not  

be running in this  
week’s edition. 

We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 

Please check our website  
for the crossword and last 

week’s solution.

Station
high rise
no concern
Dear Echo News,
G Ross of Swan View 
seems concerned about 
high rise housing adja-
cent to the multi-level 
carpark and bus station 
development.

Depends, where the 
residential zone is go-
ing to be, and how 
high? ....and that will 
be up to the City of 
Swan and the Devel-
opment WA Planning 
office surely?

And for the not so 
smug residents they 
will be happy to have 
somewhere to live as 
renters or owners close 
to all services, transport 
and shops.

Yet I doubt they will 
be more than nine sto-
ries high max with 
four/five storied units 
too.

Perth’s young archi-
tectural profession and 
city planners  are very 
creative.

North facing balco-
nies two bedroom and 
one bedroom please, 
build to rent maybe 
opposite the car yard 
on Great Eastern High-
way, and some trees for 
sound and shade pro-
tection across from the 
new bus station in Vic-
toria Road with maybe 
an Uber or taxi drop off 
rank next to the Buzz 
Buzz, and in that shop-
ping centre private road 
too, as well as at the 
new railway station.

The old railway sta-
tion car park was a bit 
of a walk in the hot sun 
before.

A windy miserable 
place in winter for the 
past fifty years hey?

Behind the times of a 
more discerning public.

The next big question 
is what will become of 

the old railway station?
Another Yagan 

Square sort of place 
between some more so 
called high rise towers 
of G Ross next to the 
coal lake nearby. 

Maybe eventually 
some tourist shops a la 
cafe alfresco too on the 
old station site. 

Pretty ordinary de-
sign project for the 
chosen architectural 
practices.

A competition may-
be. What do you  reck-
on G Ross of Swan-
View?
R Wood
Midland

Stop
State Bill
Dear Echo News,

Every West Austral-
ian should be alarmed 
that legislation of this 
kind is being advanced 
in our state. 

Premier Roger 
Cook’s rhetoric about 
‘industrial FOMO’ dis-
guises the true intent of 
this bill which hands 
sweeping powers to the 
Premier to override the 
very safeguards that 
protect our environ-
ment, our communities, 
and our democracy.

This is not ‘develop-
ment’. 

It is a power grab that 
places corporate and 
foreign interests above 
the people of WA. 

Decisions would be 
made behind closed 
doors, protections 
stripped away, and 
scrutiny bypassed.

West Australians 
should remember the 
WA Inc era of the 
1980s, when Brian 
Burke and his col-

leagues pursued back-
room deals that eroded 
accountability, under-
mined our democratic 
process, and damaged 
public trust. 

This bill risks legit-
imising the same dou-
ble standards under the 
guise of ‘development’.

We cannot afford to 
repeat history by con-
centrating unchecked 
power in the hands of 
one Premier.
ST Johns
Stoneville

From the net...
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$5000
*

Cash finance
up to

FOLLOW US ON

*Conditions apply. SHDL 2298 & PBL 2299. Photo 
ID required. Subject to lending criteria being 
assessed. Australian Credit Licence 390571.

CashLab Midland
6/401 Great Eastern Hwy
Midland I WA I 6056
Ph 08 9250 3074

• Cash loans up to $5000* 
• Sell your gold for cash* 
• Shop great deals 
• Friendly, service you can trust 

e  trust@cashlab.com.au
w  cashlab.com.au

SWAN residents have until next Friday to appeal the 
approval of a proposal to construct and operate a 
toxic waste treatment plant in in the City of Swan.

The Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) 
is proposing to construct and operate an immobilisation 
plant at the Red Hill waste management facility to treat 
the residue generated from waste to energy plants that 
incinerate rubbish to create energy.

This residue produced from the waste to energy pro-
cess is known as air pollution control residue (APCr)

As reported in, Red Hill to take incinerator residue 
(Echo News, January 30) EMRC is also proposing to 
construct a dedicated landfill for disposal of the treated 
toxic waste, at the same facility.

The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has 
recommended ministerial approval of the proposal with 
conditions in a report they published on November 21.

In order to go forward with the proposal, the EPA rec-
ommended the EMRC ensured the development did not 
exceed 201ha, and that the immobilisation plant could 
process a maximum of 50,000 tons of APCr. 

The EMRC were also told to submit an environmental 
performance report to the EPA chief executive officer, 
who is currently Darren Walsh, every three years.

The reports had to contain information on regulatory 
approvals and permits that were in place for transport 
and disposal of waste, on air quality measurements and 
any exceedances, and how well the landfills were con-
taining the materials.

The EMRC is also being requested to report on and 
monitor the toxic residue’s ability to spread through con-
tact with liquid in the landfill once it’s been processed 
into a less harmful form designed to encapsulate it. 

This process is known as immobilisation and is the 
purpose of the plant being proposed to be developed at 
the Red Hill facility while the specialised landfill that 
is to be used for the processed waste is simultaneously 
constructed.

According to the document, it’s expected the immo-
bilisation plant would be completed before the mono-
cell, which is a special type of landfill that only con-
tains one type of waste.

In the interim, the treated residue will be disposed in 
a Class IV stage 2 cell and as part of the conditions, the 
EMRC are required to undertake annual audits to assess 
how effectively the toxic waste was being contained. 

These assessments include looking at the placement 
and potential mixing of waste within the cell, how 
much liquid was being contaminated with the material 
and to what extent, and also the integrity of the lining 
system. 

Red Hill waste management facility is the proposed site for a toxic waste processing plant and a 
landfill for storing the processed waste. Picture: EMRC

EMRC immobilisation plant proposal gets EPA tick

WILDLIFE hospitals in Perth’s eastern sub-
urbs and surrounding areas have confirmed an 
alarming increase in admissions of birds, suffer-
ing from an unidentified neurological paralysis 
syndrome in recent weeks.

As previously reported in Wildlife centres record 
spike in bird paralysis disease (Echo News, March 
14) magpies were the main species affected by 
black-and-white bird (BWB) disease.

While magpies remain the primary species af-
fected, further investigation has confirmed that the 
neurological disorder is now impacting a broader 
suite of native species including doves.

Perth Wildlife Hospital general manager, Yas-
mine Hunter, said staff had seen hundreds of cases 
at their hospital in recent months, with more than 
40 cases referred in the past five weeks.

“At this point we are still not sure what the cause 
of the paralysis is or where it is coming from,” she 
said.

Ms Hunter reported that patients have been com-
ing in from areas across the east metro including 
Malaga, Ellenbrook, and Kalamunda.

“Tracking locations of where the birds are found 
hasn’t been fruitful, we’ve noticed they’ve been 
coming from all different areas with no obvious 
trend in location,” she said.

While researchers believe the cause could poten-
tially be a toxin, Ms Hunter does not believe that to 
be the case.

“There is no evidence to support the idea of a tox-
in causing this paralysis, and at this point we just 

aren’t sure what the cause could be.”
She said that if the number of cases continues to 

increase a huge strain could be put on local wildlife 
hospitals, who are no closer to solving the mysteri-
ous spread.

“It’s been a huge drain on our resources unfortu-
nately,” she said.

“Setting up a quarantine, treating them in inten-
sive care, a number of supportive therapies – we 
just aren’t able to keep up.”

Perth Wildlife Hospital and other Perth organisa-
tions are working with researchers from Murdoch 
University and the University of Western Australia 
to conduct tests to find a diagnosis.

“We are continually sending off cases for testing 
but so far all notable diseases have been ruled out,” 
Ms Hunter said.

“With magpie paralysis being a recent trend, it’s 
concerning that we’re now seeing clinical signs in 
doves and other wild birds.

“The recovery of the birds is just as strange, some 
die as a result while others mysteriously recover.

“At the moment, we’re prioritising supportive 
therapies: keeping them warm and safe, feeding 
them food and water, but... it doesn’t solve the root 
problem.”

A DPIRD spokesperson has said the department 
is aware of the outbreak and are currently looking 
into it.

“The Department of Primary Industries and Re-
gional Development (DPIRD) has received reports 
from a client in the City of Swan,” they said.

“(We) are testing samples for reportable disease, 
and initial results are expected this week.”

Unsolved bird paralysis disease  
escalates in Perth’s east metro
BRAYDEN MOULD

Doves at Perth Wildlife Hospital being treated for the unsolved neurological paralysis 
syndrome.

GUANHAO CHENG

Discover our digital edition online

www.echonewspaper.com.au
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Christmas is just around the corner, and that means 
the glorious Western Australian Christmas tree, 
or moodjar in Noongar (Nuytsia floribunda), are in 
bloom! Not only are they our state’s most iconic 
summer-flowering tree, but they’re one of the 
botanical world’s most fascinating survivalists!

A tree like no other
The WA Christmas tree is found exclusively in the south-west 
corner of Western Australia, from Geraldton to Esperance. 
Growing up to 10 meters tall, it’s a member of the mistletoe 
family (Loranthaceae) and holds the remarkable distinction 
of being the world’s largest hemiparasitic plant. From late 
November through January, these trees put on a stunning 
display, with masses of vibrant orange-yellow flowers that 
can be spotted from a distance across the landscape.
However, the real show happens underground.  
The Christmas tree’s roots can send out specialised 
structures called haustoria that seek out and tap into the 
roots of neighbouring plants, stealing their water and 
nutrients. They are indiscriminate in their parasitism, 
grasses, shrubs, even other trees become unwilling hosts. 
There are stories of road crews encountering Christmas 
trees trying to parasitise underground cables, with their root 
attachments causing significant damage!
Despite this vampiric lifestyle, the Christmas tree  
produces its own leaves and photosynthesises like any 
normal tree. Meaning it is a hemiparasite (only partially 
parasitic). These parasitic adaptations allow it to access 
water during WA’s notoriously dry summers, and extract 
nutrients, in an environment of nutrient-poor, sandy soils 
that dominate the region.
So these holidays, why not jump in the car, or go for a 
bushwalk and see if you can spot some of these incredible 
plants found nowhere else in the world. 

Wishing you a very merry Christmas from the 
Backyard Buddies team!

The WA Christmas 
tree, stealing the 
show (and water!)

A Nuytsia floribunda flowering in 
Perth bushland, a close view of 
the characteristic golden yellow 
blooms. 

GUANHAO CHENG

CITY of Kalamunda unanimously voted to 
support a scheme amendment rezoning the 
density coding to allow for more housing in 
Forrestfield to be developed by Satterley.

Taylor Burrell Barnett Planning principal Jarrod 
Ross presented to council at their most recent or-
dinary council meeting, supporting local planning 
scheme (LPS) amendment 116.

LPS amendment 116 seeks to recode the Daw-
son’s Nursery land from R15 to R40, allowing for 
higher density housing developments. 

Mr Ross confirmed Satterley now owns the land 
where Dawson’s Nursery used to be. 

Mr Ross said that in March he noted the site was 
one of the remaining genuine infill opportunities 
in the area and a more contemporary medium den-
sity coding such as R40 is appropriate to provide 
the best outcome for what is a well-located land 
parcel supporting the city’s housing infill objec-
tives.

“Recognising that there’s some concern amongst 
council regarding the R40 density coding that was 
raised at the agenda briefing forum, I have provid-
ed an additional memorandum and supporting in-
formation which hopefully elected members have 
had time to review,” Mr Ross said.

Mr Ross said there was broad support for the 
proposal from government agencies and only 
three public objections. 

He said residents mainly raised concerns with 
construction management, potential traffic im-
pacts, and the integration of new residents and not 
with the density coding. 

“These are common and well understood mat-
ters in infield development regardless of what 
coding would be applied,” he said.

“Importantly, each of these issues is well con-

sidered by the existing state and local planning 
policies and will be carefully managed throughout 
the subdivision and development stages.”

Mr Ross said it was important to note the memo 
he provided council included an indicative devel-
opment principles plan, but it was not a final con-
cept. 

“It’s our current thinking and an initial draft to 
illustrate how the site might develop showing key 
considerations of open space, interface design, 
road and pedestrian connections and a mixture of 
housing types,” he said.

“I’ll reiterate R40 is the maximum coding that 
we are proposing.

“It does not mean that the whole site will be de-
veloped at that density.

“The development concept plan that we’ve 
provided shows that the built form, the residen-
tial development is intended to be graduated and 
balanced ranging between R25 and R40 which is 
consistent with the established development pat-
terns in the local area.”

Mr Ross said the range of dwelling types and 
lot sizes was a significant strength of the proposal 
from a commercial and community perspective.

Cr Giardina asked how wide the roads were as 
he found it difficult to get through some streets 
that were coded R40.

“I struggled to get through some of the streets 
where there were cars parked either side of the 
road,” he said.

“Are we going to have the same problem down 
here in Forrestfield in some of these developments 
that you’re trying to do?”

Mr Ross said the width of roads in new subdi-
visions were determined by a state policy called 
liveable neighbourhoods which analyses the vol-
ume of traffic that’s going down a road and con-
siders its function. Cont. p18

A KEY local welfare organisation, the ERICA 
Women’s Centre, has secured a vital $37,000 
funding injection after Midland MLA Steve 
Catania honoured a pre-election commitment. 

The funding was used to fund a complete upgrade 
on the centre’s essential technology. 

ERICA Women’s Centre, formerly named Mid-
land Women’s Health Care Place, is a welfare or-
ganisation that provides comfortable, caring, and 
inclusive services for women aged 16 and over. 

Chief executive officer Linda Malone outlined 
the essential services the organisation provides.

“We provide one-on-one counselling for women 
aged 16 and above,” she said.

“We support women in working through some 
of their challenges, depending on their life circum-
stances. This can range from women who have just 
had a baby or are recently pregnant, to dealing with 
anxiety, depression, life changes, stress, or divorce.”

Ms Malone said she and the rest of the staff at 
ERICA are profoundly grateful for the support that 
Mr Catania provided.

“We’re very grateful, we’re thrilled to be able to 
have this as part of an election promise, because 
obviously getting that ongoing support is… vital to 
our service delivery.

“Without his ongoing support and from other sup-
porters in the community, not-for-profit agencies 
such as ourselves would struggle to survive.

“We’re doing our best to support the community, 
but without (funding) it makes it difficult for us to 
continue to evolve and deliver the best services we 
can.”

The funds will specifically address technology 
shortfalls, enabling the centre to upgrade everyday 
equipment like laptops and tablets.

Ms Malone stressed the importance of this invest-
ment, noting that strong technology is fundamental 
to protecting their clients.

“New computers and technology are one of those 
things that outwardly no one gets to see the benefit, 

but they provide an essential service for what we 
need. It is something that is vital for our visitors,” 
she said.

“Cybersecurity, privacy, confidentiality… if you 
don’t have the right technology, you can’t provide 
an adequate service for the most vulnerable women 
in our community.”

Mr Catania said he was grateful for the work that 
ERICA does for the community.

“I’m proud to have delivered on my $37,000 elec-
tion commitment to ERICA Women’s Centre,” he 
said.

“This funding has enabled ERICA to upgrade es-
sential technology such as laptops and tablets, help-
ing their team work more effectively and efficiently 
to assist women in our community.

“ERICA provides vital services including crisis 
support, counselling, workshops, and empower-
ment programs that make a real difference for wom-
en and families in Midland and the eastern region.

“When we invest in organisations like ERICA, 
we invest in stronger, safer communities, and I’m 
pleased to see this commitment supporting invalua-
ble work that they do.”

Trudi Guagliardo with chief executive officer 
Linda Malone in front of ERICA signage.

BRAYDEN MOULD

Midland women’s centre secures $37k tech funds

Kalamunda supports new Forrestfield housing
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DESPITE community opposition lodged during 
public consultation, the City of Kalamunda has 
moved forward with the controversial sale of two 
public-use lots next to Andrew Reserve.

The lots on Urch and McRae roads, used by locals 
as access points and informal open space to Andrew 
Reserve, were officially recommended for sale at No-
vember’s ordinary council meeting in a unanimous 
vote eight to one.

Sixteen public submissions were made as part of the 
community’s input into the divestment, with the city 
reporting 12 of those submissions did not support the 
proposal.

The divestment report presented to council ac-
knowledged the potential for procedural issues in the 
timing of advertising compared to open consultation 
and could be further improved.

“The timing of the public consultation and council 
deliberations create the perception that council has 
given… approval for the disposal of land prior to the 
community having an opportunity to formally consid-
er the proposal,” the report stated.

“There is an opportunity to increase the level of 
community engagement and transparency to build on 
the statutory process established under (the local gov-
ernment act).”

As reported in Controversial land sale ignites Kal-
amunda dispute (Echo News, October 24) the city had 
begun advertising the land including placing a ‘For 
Sale’ sign on the lot before community consultation 
had concluded.  

Kalamunda Mayor Margaret Thomas moved the 
motion, which authorised the chief executive officer 
to execute a contract of sale for each property, which 
was seconded by North Ward councillor Josh Clarke.

Cr Clarke, speaking for the motion, said that while 
the council has listened to residents’ concerns, the city 
has met its obligation under the local government act.

“I do acknowledge some public sentiment around 
the process in which they felt the cart was leading the 
horse,” he said.

“But I am confident having read the officer’s recom-
mendations, that we have done things the right way.”

BRAYDEN MOULD

Andrew Reserve land 
sale is going ahead

A PARLIAMENTARY petition to 
make cancer treatment services more 
accessible in the eastern suburbs will 
be open to signatures until December 
8. 

Currently, patients from Midland, 
Kalamunda, Wooroloo, York and sur-
rounds must travel to Rockingham and 
Mandurah to access state funded cancer 
treatment with no out-of-pocket costs.

The petition asks for the legislative 
council to call on state government to 
correct the lack of access, establish pub-
lic access to existing Midland facilities 
through funding, partnerships or other 
means, and provide a clear timeline to 
implement these changes.

As of December 3, the petition gar-
nered 2390 signatures. 

It forms part of a larger push that has 
been ongoing for more than a year to 
improve access to affordable cancer 
treatments for eastern suburb residents. 

Last year, Call to action for Midland 
cancer treatment (Echo News, August 
23) reported that Midland and Swan 
Hills have been identified and high-
lighted as an area of need and focus for 
radiation oncology services according 
to Icon Cancer Centre Midland’s chief 
executive officer Colin La Galia. 

In March of this year, the Australian 
Medical Association of WA also called 
on both federal and state governments 
to help boost access as Midland cancer 
patients relied on Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital in Nedlands for fully public 
radiation therapy without out-of-pocket 
costs as reported in AMA calls for Mid-
land radiation (Echo News, March 14).

Guildford resident and retired long-
time physician Bob Langlands said he 
was fortunate to be able to afford pri-
vate care when he was diagnosed with 
lung cancer but worries about the pa-
tients who can’t. 

“It would be a real issue for many 
people facing a challenging threat of 
having developed cancer and this being 
the preferred treatment modality,” he 
said.

“For me, four sessions over 10 days 
or so was not a big deal.

“I could have gone to Sir Charles 
Gairdner, but for some of my former 
patients, they’re having daily treat-
ments for weeks or even months.

“And that can be really tough in terms 
of tracking in from as far as Northam 
and beyond. 

“Depending on the therapy regime, 
you’re very much out of pocket, you 
know, several thousand dollars out of 
pocket.

“Medicare supported the bulk of 
the cost for my therapy, but I was still 
around about $4000 out of pocket.

“That wasn’t an issue for me, but for 

many people that would be prohibitive.
“I would hope that if the state govern-

ment can stump up the additional sup-
port funding, then individuals are not 
having to track all the way into Char-
lie’s, Mandurah or Rockingham to get 
their therapy.

“I mean, why shouldn’t we, in the 
eastern suburbs, be getting the same 
deal as they’re getting down there?”

Kalamunda MLA Adam Hort, who is 
the principal petitioner, said a modern 
radiation oncology centre already ex-
isted in Midland but just needed state 
support to make treatment free and ac-
cessible.

“That’s why this petition matters,” he 
said.

“No one fighting for their life should 
have to battle a punishing commute be-
cause the government won’t fund ser-
vices in the eastern suburbs.”

A petition to bring publicly funded free radiation treatments to Midland 
will no longer accept signatures after December 8.

East metro radiation oncology petition gains traction
GUANHAO CHENG
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Enjoy a Hassle-Free Shopping Experience

FOOD & CAFES GIFTS & HOMEWARES

HEALTH & BEAUTY

SERVICES

FASHION & ACCESSORIES

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Midland Kebab & Pizza Café
Muzz Buzz

La Tazza Café & Catering
Daiwo Shiki

Midland Chinese BBQ Pharmacy 777
Venetian Nails

Rad Cuts Barbershop
Wang’s Body Care

Australia Post
newsXpress

Watches & More Multi Service

WA Growers Fresh
Highland Bakery 

& Patisserie

Smokemart & Giftbox
Smart Dollar

Martin’s Shoes

��������
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Dec
19

Centrepoint 
Christmas Party

Friday, December 19, 2025

10:00am - 1.00pm

Lots of FREE 

Christmas fun, 

including a visit 

by Santa himself!

Dec
1919

Messy Play Morning

Friday, December 19, 2025
10:00am - 11:30am

EACH FORTNIGHT

Learning Through the Senses

ORANGE Sky Australia has partnered 
with St Martin’s Church in Forrestfield 
to provide a free laundry service for peo-
ple experiencing homelessness and other 
hardships.

Orange Sky is the world’s first free mobile 
laundry and shower service and was estab-
lished in Brisbane in 2014.

It now operates more than 400 regular 
shifts in 54 service locations across Austral-
ia, supported by a team of over 4000 vol-
unteers. 

Orange Sky senior operations specialist 
Lisa Sprlyan said their mission was to posi-
tively connect communities by offering free 
laundry and genuine conversation to people 
experiencing homelessness, hardship, isola-
tion or loneliness. 

“No one deserves to go without essentials 
- clean clothes, a hot shower and a safe place 
to sleep,” Ms Sprlyan said.

“However, rising costs are increasingly 
forcing everyday Australians to choose be-
tween living essentials, bills and rent, and 
people who may have never thought they 
would be struggling financially are turning 
to us for help.

“We’re excited to be partnering with St 
Martins Uniting Church, who identified a 
real need for our service in the local com-
munity.

“Every Thursday from 1pm to 3pm, our 
team is onsite for anyone who’d like to drop 
by, whether it’s to use our free laundry, en-
joy a sausage sizzle, or simply share a chat 
and a cuppa, everyone is welcome.”

If you or anyone you know could use this 
service, they are invited to come down to 
the church carpark at 57 Hale Road, Forrest-
field.

For more information contact Orange Sky 
on www.orangesky.org.au/use-our-service/

MIKE PEETERS

Orange Sky provides a much needed service for 
disadvantaged people. 

Orange Sky offers free laundry 
service for the disadvantaged

Orange Sky volunteers Karen, Lisa and George 
at Forrestfield.

Police want anyone with information regarding the above incidents to call Crime  Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or you can make a report online at www.crimestopperswa.com.au

Man faces The Vines armed robbery charges
MIDLAND detectives have 
charged a 28-year-old man with 
several offences following an al-
leged incident in The Vines on 
Monday, November 17. 

It is alleged that about 3.35pm, the 
man attended a home on Portmar-
nock Drive in The Vines in relation 
to an electric scooter listing on an 
online marketplace. 

When two occupants - a teenager 
and a man in his 60s - spoke with 
him outside the house and queried 
whether the money he presented was 
genuine, it is alleged he attempted to 
start the scooter. 

It is further alleged that when the 

man in his 60s intervened, the man 
used a taser on him, striking him in 
the face and hand. 

Police will allege that upon sight-
ing a police vehicle, the man re-
leased the scooter and fled on foot, 
entering an elderly woman’s garage 
before being arrested a short time 
later on a nearby street. 

The 28-year-old man has been 
charged with attempted aggravated 
armed robbery, aggravated assault 
occasioning bodily harm, aggravat-
ed home burglary and stealing.

He appeared in Midland Magis-
trates Court Tuesday, November 18 
to reappear on December 30.

Bullsbrook bushfire under investigation
STRIKE Force Vulcan officers 
are seeking public assistance as 
they investigate a fire that oc-
curred in Bullsbrook on Friday, 
November 28. 

About 1.05pm, police respond-
ed to reports of a bushfire on the 
side of Tonkin Highway in Bulls-
brook. 

Emergency services attended, 
and the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services extinguished 
the fire. 

There were no reports of injury. 
During inquiries, police located 

a burnt-out Subaru Forester within 
the scene. 

Officers wish to speak with the 
owner of the vehicle, as they may 
be able to assist with the investiga-
tion. 

Police are treating the fire as sus-
picious, and the investigation re-

mains ongoing. 
Anyone with any information or 

footage in relation to this incident, 
or the owner of the burnt-out ve-
hicle, is asked to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or report 
online via www.crimestopperswa.
com.au 

All reports can be made anony-
mously. 

Rewards of up to 
$25,000 are available for 
information that leads to 
the identification and con-
viction of an arsonist.
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KALAMUNDA residents have again 
asked the city for stronger tree protec-
tion at the November Kalamunda council 
meeting, with resident Hannah Lill sub-
mitting questions and a petition.

 Ms Lill said a boundary tree at Sanderson 
Road shops appeared to have “succumbed to 
pressures of the development.” 

She asked if a tree protection plan had 
been followed and asked about compliance 
at the approved McDonald’s development. 

The city confirmed the two significant 
Marri trees were being kept under a protec-
tion plan.

“What can community members do if they 
note behaviour that appears the plan is not 
being followed?” Ms Lill said.

Acting development director Regan 
Travers said the Sanderson Road matter 
would be taken on notice and confirmed a 
private arborist must oversee the McDon-
ald’s works. 

“Residents can report any concerns so of-
ficers can investigate,” he said.

Ms Lill asked council to provide the de-
layed timeline for the draft future forest pol-
icy.

She said she submitted a petition calling 
the draft policy “woefully inadequate” for 
allowing continued destruction of trees on 
residential-use land. 

Ms Lill criticised the policy for relying too 
much on replanting instead of retention.

“In a city known for its forest-edge loca-
tion… we should be aiming for innovative, 
effective tree protection,” she said.

Her comments follow from a saga of con-
tinued calls to reinstate tree retention poli-
cies. 

It began when Kalamunda councillors 
voted six to three in February 2024 to revoke 
local planning policy 33 tree retention. 

Supporters of scrapping the policy at the 
time included all councillors except council-

lors Kathy Ritchie, Lisa Cooper and Brooke 
O’Donnell.

Cr Ritchie warned the move risked pre-
ventable tree loss and motioned for a six-
month review in 2024, but the motion was 
lost as the decision to bin the policy was 
passed.

After that, council resolved to adopt WAL-
GA’s tree retention model “within weeks” 
but by the 2025 annual electors meeting, 
residents were still waiting.

“We are supposed to be the home in the 
forest,” resident Michelle Bunn said. 

“Not weeks later, but almost a year and no 
action has been taken.”

Calls for a significant tree register also 
came back when the register was first pro-
posed in 1999.

Nature Reserves Preservation Group pres-
ident Steve Gates said the lack of a register 
left heritage trees unprotected. 

Mayor Thomas said the idea could be con-
sidered in the next planning scheme review.

Council adopted the draft future forest 
policy for advertising in July 2025, describ-
ing it as a balanced instrument focused on 
canopy outcomes. 

But residents said the broadened exemp-
tions weakened it.

Officers confirmed councillors directed 
them to avoid “the bias towards tree reten-
tion” in the old policy. 

Gooseberry Hill resident Victoria Laurie 
warned the changes could let developers 
“remove trees after approvals were granted.”

By October, tree retention concerns were 
again raised in relation to High Wycombe’s 
Brae Road subdivision. 

Resident Kelly McDonald said verge trees 
once shown as retained were later cleared.

“My 50-year-old eucalyptus… has been 
approved for removal,” she said. 

She argued drilling beneath the roots 
could save the tree.

Ms Thomas said alternatives like boring 
underneath the tree to preserve it were ex-

plored but were not feasible due to site con-
straints.

“In this case, the Western Australian Plan-
ning Commission approved the subdivision 
in the Stewart and Brae Road area, which 
required new underground services such as 
water and sewer connections,” she said at 
the time. 

“To allow this essential infrastructure to 
be installed safely and efficiently, the city 
agreed to the removal of a small number of 
verge trees, including a mature eucalyptus 
along Brae Road.”

Ms McDonald said she didn’t agree that 
only a small number were removed.

“There were 35 trees removed just from 
this one side of the Stewart Road verge,” she 
said.

“The Jacaranda tree referred to as relocat-
ed was also chopped down along with anoth-
er Jacaranda tree.

“I predict there will be more tree losses in 
Sultana Road West when works commence 
there.” 

Meanwhile, a Bassendean resident was 
fined $17,000 this week for removing trees 
on private property after the Town of Bas-
sendean in late November celebrated the 
one-year anniversary of adopting their tree 
retention and provision policy.

Bassendean was the first local government 
in the state to adopt the model policy devel-
oped by the Western Australian Local Gov-
ernment Association. 

Town of Bassendean Mayor Kath Hamil-
ton said the town’s commitment to tree pro-
tection reflects strong community support.

“Trees quietly improve our quality of 
life,” she said. 

“They shade our streets, clean our air, 
reduce stormwater runoff, and even boost 
property values. Cont. p18.

The Town of Bassendean recently celebrated their one year anniversary of 
adopting the WALGA tree retention policy.

Resident petitions for stronger Kalamunda tree retention 
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The Jewellery Centre MUNDARING

The Jewellery Centre have jewellers on site at all times that can 
design new custom made jewellery as well as redesign old, 

unloved jewellery into magnificent new pieces.

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT ... WE CAN GET IT.  
IF WE CAN’T GET IT ... WE’LL JUST MAKE IT!

The J
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YOUR OWN LOCAL JEWELLER Specialising in Repairs • Sales • Designs
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BALLAJURA Primary School is set to 
undertake a significant cultural project 
with the design and creation of a large-
scale school mural focused on Whadjuk 
Noongar culture, following the success-
ful acquisition of state government fund-
ing through the Partnership Acceptance 
Learning Sharing (PALS) program.

The school is one of sixteen across the 
state celebrating the grants that collective-
ly total nearly $79,000 in Term 3 funding, 
aimed at strengthening cultural understand-
ing in WA schools.

Associate Principal Siobhan Jones ex-
pressed her excitement, calling the mural a 
new frontier in the school’s cultural devel-

opment.
“We’re just beginning our deeply im-

portant culturally responsive journey,” she 
said.

“Winning the PALS grant allows us to 
make a meaningful first step in strengthen-
ing our understanding of Whadjuk Noon-
gar culture, and ensuring it’s respectfully 
reflected in our school.”

The school has commissioned Aborigi-
nal artist Amy McGuire of Bunja Artistry 
to guide the project.

“We’re honoured to be working with 
Amy, whose knowledge and creativity 
will help guide this important work with 
authenticity and care – and that’s the most 
important thing is the authenticity,” Ms 
Jones said. 

The planned mural will be developed 
through an extensive consultation process, 
giving students, parents, and teachers the 
opportunity to be involved in the deci-
sion-making process, with the goal of mak-
ing it reflective of the school community.

“This isn’t just for our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander kids,” Ms Jones said.

“This is for the whole school community 
- we want it to reflect that we all come from 
very different places but that we all belong 
here at Ballajura.

“We learn on Whadjuk Boodja, so I think 
it’s important that we recognise the land in 
which we learn and live.”

Artist Amy McGuire said the mural will 
be designed with input from the entire 
school community

“We’re going to run a workshop soon and 
get some feedback from the kids on what 
they might want to include, because it’s 
their story at the end of the day,” she said.

“I want my art to reflect that, so it has 
a deeper meaning and significance to the 
school and the people here.”

Ms McGuire also plans to draw on her 
own heritage as a Noongar woman in com-
bination with the input received from the 
school community.

“I put a lot of things in there that are sig-
nificant to not only the land or the people, 
but also things that represent me and the 
people I do the piece for,” she said.

“It’ll be a bit of a combination of 
everything, but definitely based around cul-
ture and knowledge.”

Amy McGuire and Ballajura students (centre). Previous artwork designed by Amy McGuire and Bunja Artistry. Pictures: Brayden Mould and Bunja Artistry

BRAYDEN MOULD

Ballajura Primary School secures funding for Aboriginal school mural
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Additional Bin Collections over the holidays

My collection day should be All 3-bins will be collected on

Thursday 25 December 2025 Friday 26 December 2025

Friday 26 December 2025 Saturday 27 December 2025

Thursday 1 January 2026 Friday 2 January 2026

Friday 2 January 2026 Saturday 3 January 2026

The City is providing an extra bin collection during the Christmas and New Year period for all residents. For the two full 
weeks over the holiday period (from Monday 22 December to Saturday 3 January) all three bins will be collected. 

Your collection day may shift due to public holidays. Visit our website for more information.

Recyclables

General
waste

FOGO

Find out more:
kalamunda.wa.gov.au/xmas-bins

Bin Collections_Echo_HalfPageAd.indd   1 2/12/2025   9:37:53 AM

GUANHAO CHENG

INDIGO Junction has re-
ceived a $3.7 million boost to 
build a new refuge to provide 
crisis accommodation and 
support for women and chil-
dren in Midland.

The new funding for Midland 
is aimed to provide five new 
crisis accommodation units and 
support for women and chil-
dren, allowing them time to 
heal, recover and thrive as they 
start to build a new future for 
themselves.

The funding adds on to Indigo 
Junction’s existing suite of ser-
vices to help provide sanctuary 
to women experiencing family 
and domestic violence such as 
their Koolkuna Women’s Ref-
uge.

The announcement comes 
two weeks after sector leaders 
gathered in Midland to discuss 
priorities in ending youth home-
lessness in the state as report-
ed in State homelessness sec-
tor leaders gather in Midland 
(Echo News, November 21).

In New Midland youth ac-
commodation (Echo News, May 
2), Indigo Junction was also 
making use of a $5.7m funding 
boost to build 20 single-occu-
pant rooms through the state’s 
community housing new build 
grant program.

For the youth crisis transition-
al housing project, Indigo Junc-
tion also received an injection of 
more than $423,000 help pay for 
electrical infrastructure costs.

The foundations for their 
Yaakiny youth accommodation 
were completed in August with 
the project scheduled for com-

pletion in June 2026.
Other recent developments 

in the space for people experi-
encing family and domestic vi-
olence include the safe phone 
initiative which received a new 
donation point in Midland in 
September. 

Donated mobile phones are 
repurposed into untraceable 
phones that can be distributed 
for free through registered shel-
ters, police stations, hospitals 
and frontline agencies such as 
Indigo Junction as reported in 
Safe Phone initiative for our do-
mestic violence survivors (Echo 
News, September 5).

Most recently, Indigo Junc-
tion has come on board as an 
agency partner organisation to 
distribute the safe phones.

In August, Indigo Junction 
said during the past year 44 per 

cent of clients they supported 
were safely rehoused or moved 
into long-term accommodation 
such as private rentals, com-
munity housing or transitional 
housing.

The remaining clients were 
either engaged in support ser-
vices, in temporary accommo-
dation or in less stable housing 
situations.

At the beginning of the year, 
Indigo Junction also received 
$356,000 to expand their do-
mestic violence advocacy ser-
vice over two years.

This allowed the organisation 
to provide specialised family 
and domestic violence (FDV) 
counselling services from with-
in Indigo Junction instead of 
directing them to multiple agen-
cies or providers they didn’t 
know. 

Indigo Junction’s Yaakiny youth accommodation is under 
construction and is one of many Midland projects aimed at 
providing crisis support. Picture: Facebook

Christmas and New Year can some-
times be lonely and stressful, but a 
mental health service in the Midland 
community will be open throughout 
to welcome anyone who’d like to 
come in for a free chat. 

Open from 10am – 8pm every day 
throughout the holidays, Midland 
Medicare Mental Health Centre offers 
mental health and emotional support to 
people 18 years and over who are con-
cerned about their mental or emotional 
health, or struggling with loneliness, 
grief or stress. 

Community members can simply 
walk in to chat to someone straight 
away, or make an appointment for 
counselling. No referral is needed and 
all services are provided at no cost.  

The service also supports families, 
friends and carers of people experienc-
ing mental health concerns. 

According to acting manager Na-
talie Wo, the extended opening hours 
at Midland Medicare Mental Health 
Centre are part of an effort to break 
down barriers to people seeking men-
tal health and emotional support when 
they need it. 

“We know that 43 per cent of Aus-
tralians will experience mental health 
challenges at some point in their life,” 
said Natalie, “and the time leading up 
to and throughout Christmas and New 
Year can sometimes be really stressful. 

“At the same time, many community 
mental health providers are closed or 
have reduced hours,” she said. 

“This can lead to more people vis-
iting after-hours GPs and emergency 
departments. 

“We’ll be here every single day 
throughout this time, so people can get 
the free mental health and emotional 
support they need, when they need it, 
even if it’s on a weekend or public hol-
iday,” Natalie said. 

Medicare Mental Health Centres are 
designed as friendly, welcoming envi-
ronments with a range of mental health 
professionals on hand to provide ad-
vice and support for all people aged 18 
and over.  

Midland Medicare Mental Health 
Centre is located at 23 Old Great 
Northern Hwy, Midland. 

Find out more at wapha.org.au/
mmhc or call 1800 595 212. 

Midland mental health centre 
open throughout the holidays

Indigo Junction receives $3.7m boost 



11 



12   December 5, 2025  www.echonewspaper.com.au

  Find us on Facebook for event updates, 
maps, parking, road closures and more!

LIGHT UP THE SKY!

Christmas in 
Elfenbrook

C A T C H  T H E
E L F E N B R O O K  E X P R E S S

T O  E L F E N B R O O K !

NOTICE: FIREWORKS 8.30PM ELLENBROOK
admin@ellenbrookcollective.com.au

Saturday
13 December    3-9pm
Main Street Ellenbrook

Markets and Community Stalls • Attractions
Monster Truck Rides • Workshops

Arts and Culture • Youth Zone • Car Displays
Conservation Corner • Live Entertainment

Environment and Sustainability • And More!

5.30pm kingdom city christmas Show
6.30pm Pageant

7.30pm thE SPECTACULAR BLUES BROTHERS BAND
8.30pm ellenbrook toyota Fireworks

 

ORGANISE ORGANISE 
YOURYOUR

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS

LOOKING FOR A  

GREAT GIFT IDEA?  

Art & Lunch Experience  

at Amaroo Retreat & Spa

55

DECDEC DECDEC

12 19

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS  IN ELLENBROOK 13 December 2025

All Seafood instore  including prawns receive  10% Discount for all  Carton Purchases at Hills Seafood
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Shop 4 Barberry Square Shopping Centre, 
12 Barber Street, Kalamunda Phone 9293 1357

Email: hawleyskalamunda@gmail.com

Celebrate Christmas with

KALAMUNDA
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE  1947

Gift Vouchers Available
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4 Wandeara Cr Mundaring

Open Monday-Friday 
8am to 5.30pm

and Saturdays 8am-2pm

Friday 19 Dec 8am-5.30pm
Saturday 20 Dec 8am-2pm
Sunday 21 Dec 8am-2pm

Monday 22 Dec 8am-5.30pm
Tuesday 23 Dec 8am-5.30pm
Xmas Eve 24 Dec 6am-5pm

CLOSED THURSDAY XMAS DAY

CLOSED FRIDAY BOXING DAY
Saturday 27 Dec 8am-2pm

Sunday 28 Dec CLOSED
Monday 29 Dec 8am-5.30pm
Tuesday 30 Dec 8am-5.30pm
Wednesday 31 Dec 8am-2pm

THURS NEW YEARS DAY CLOSED

ORGANISE       ORGANISE       
    YOUR    YOUR
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS

So much more variety at 

Hawleys Kalamunda  

this Christmas
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We also deal with Veterans’ A�airs 
and all health funds through HICAPS

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au

Phone
9250 1733 
for an appointment

DENTAL PROSTHETISTS

MALCOLM J 
McARTHUR

RAYNEE 
McARTHUR

SMILE
@ Foothills Denture Clinic

New full dentures & partial dentures
New implant retained over dentures

Denture repairs & relines
Sports mouthguards

Authorised by Tania Lawrence, Australian Labor Party, 2/257 Great Eastern Highway, Midland WA 6056.

Federal Member for Hasluck
Tania Lawrence MP

TaniaLawrenceMP
(08) 6245 3340 tania.lawrence.mp@aph.gov.au
2/257 Great Eastern Highway, Midland WA 6056

And it’s a fully bulk billed clinic where you can 
get the health care you need, for free, so you 
don’t have to wait for a GP or wait at your local 
emergency department.

YEARS OF THE 
MIDLAND UCC
Helping the people of 
Hasluck access urgent care 
when they need it.

ADVERTISEMENT

This is all part of our plan to rebuild

ADVERTISING FEATURE
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Healthy Living
ADVERTISING FEATURE

AT Foothills Denture Clinic, denture repairs can 
be done while you wait, and denture relines are 
usually a same day service.

Father and daughter team Malcolm and Raynee 
McArthur are both dental prosthetists’, licensed to 
make all dentures including part acrylic and metal 
dentures.

The clinic is a Medibank Private Members Choice 
Provider and an HBF Members Plus Provider.

Rebates are available from all other health funds 
and we also deal with Veterans Affairs and offer 
pensioner discounts. 

Special arrangements can be made for country 

clients to reduce the number of visits.
The team are happy to discuss any difficulty or 

query you may have with your denture – free of 
charge – and offer a professional service at a rea-
sonable price. 

For a free quote call 9250 1733. 

Protect your smile at Foothills Denture

Every plan we make, every step we take, is de-
pendent on enjoying good health.

The Albanese Labor Government believes that 
nobody’s health should depend upon the level of 
their family income. Healthcare is not an optional 
extra.

Underinvestment in health care is underinvest-
ment in Australian lives. It’s not only unjust; it’s 
unwise. Untreated conditions lead to deterioration 
in people’s ability to contribute to the national 
economy, as well as the likelihood of greater care 
expenses in the future.

In November 2023, the Albanese Labor Govern-
ment made the largest investment in bulk billing in 
Medicare history. It’s already bearing fruit; along 
with lowering the costs of prescriptions by more 
than a quarter of a billion dollars.

The Midland Medicare Urgent Care Clinic at 
North Street Medical Centre opened in December 
2023. In one year, more than 10,000 people re-
ceived vital care which, in turn, helped relieve the 
burden on hospital emergency departments.

The Clinic is fully bulk-billed, and it’s open 7 
days a week – from 8am to 8pm. 

Driven by the desire to serve, the doctors, nurses 
and staff are ready to treat urgent, non-threatening 
conditions such as sprains, bites, cuts, earaches and 
UTIs.

A healthy community is a strong community.

Continuing to invest in your health 

Picture: Guanhao Cheng 
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ENTERTAINMENT  

& GIG GUIDE
Your local Gig Guide 

Promote  
your event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

 Fri December 5
Settlers House York
Oscar Litchfield
From 5pm. Free.
125 Avon Terrace  
York

 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Charlie Scott
6pm-9pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy

  
Parkerville Tavern
Matt Sofoulis
From 6pm. Free.
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

 
Lyric’s Bar
Laneway Bar
Will Stoker and  
The Embers.
From 7.30pm. Free.
22 Lyric Lane  
Maylands 

 
Woodbridge Hotel
Touche.
From 8pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford 

 
7th Ave Bar & Bistro
Nostalgia.
From 8pm. Free.
74 Helena Street
Midland

 Sat December 6  
Settlers House York
Graeme Fisher
From 5.30pm. Free. 
125 Avon Terrace  
York 

 
Parkerville Tavern
Rhay Rom and Chantel
From 6pm. Free.
6 Owen Road 
Parkerville 

Hemingway & Co
Acoustic Saturday
From 7pm-9pm. Free.
6/7095 Great Eastern
Highway Mundaring

 
Lyric’s Bar
Steve Hensby Band
From 7.30pm
22 Lyric Lane  
Maylands

Sat December 9. Cont 

Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Jonny P’s Hills Chrissy 
Knees Up
6pm-9pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy

Bassendean Sun December 7
Woodbridge Hotel
Kane Cahill 
From 3pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford 

7th Ave Bar & Bistro
Anthony Adams 
From 12-3pm. Free.
74 Helena Street
Midland 

Childlow Tavern
Live Music.
12.30-3.30pm. Free.
4 Thomas Street 
Chidlow

Lyric’s Bar 
Laneway Bar  
Coda + Imposter 
Syndrome 
From 5pm. Free. 
22 Lyric Lane  
Maylands 

Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Jazz Elements
4pm-7pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy

 Tues December 9
Hemingway & Co 
Jazz Tuesday. 
From 6pm. Free. 
6/7095 Great Eastern 
Highway, Mundaring 

 
Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing.
From 6pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford 

 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Smooth Groove.
4pm-7pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6650 or  

peter.lewis@echo-news.com
www.echonewspaper.com.au

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 2

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 1

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

A BOLD new chapter for contemporary 
sculpture in Western Australia has com-
menced following the official launch of 
the Perth Sky Sculpture Park. 

 Announcing its Vision and an Ac-
quisitive Awards prize pool of $150,000 
– supported by the City of Kalamunda 
through its Percent-for-art Public Art Re-
serve – Perth Sky and its inaugural bien-
nial exhibition is aiming to attract artists 
from across WA, the nation, and around 
the globe to submit expressions of interest. 
Submissions will open to artists later this 
month.

The project will transform the historic 
Perth Observatory in the Bickley Valley – 
already renowned for Astrotourism – into 
an expanded destination for contemporary 
sculpture and nature-based tourism. 

Set to open in spring next year, Perth 
Sky Sculpture Park is a community-driven 
initiative that will feature contemporary 
artworks integrated into the region’s strik-
ing natural landscape in the observatory’s 
surroundings. 

 The curatorial vision for the Perth Sky 
Sculpture Park champions experimenta-
tion and artistic courage. 

Rather than adhering to a single theme, 
it offers artists the opportunity to present 
bold, innovative work in a dramatic bush-
land setting complemented by minimal-
ist architecture and heritage Observatory 
domes.

Perth Sky Sculpture Park chair and 
head curator Johannes Pannekoek said the 
park’s aim is simple but ambitious: to cre-
ate a permanent, not-for-profit sculpture 
park that fosters dialogue between con-

temporary art, science and nature.
“By placing artworks within this ex-

traordinary landscape, we complement 
the Observatory’s night-time activity and 
enrich its daytime experience,” Mr Panne-
koek said.

“Our curatorial team is committed to 
creative risk-taking and working with art-
ists who push the boundaries of form and 
meaning. Through a major biennial exhi-
bition and an evolving collection, we aim 
to build a nationally significant cultural 
destination here in the Perth Hills.” 

City of Kalamunda Mayor Marga-
ret Thomas said the city was incredibly 
proud to support the initiative, including 
a $150,000 commitment to establish the 
Perth Sky Acquisitive Awards. 

“These awards will recognise artistic ex-
cellence, with award-winning sculptures 
being placed in the public realm across the 
city for generations to enjoy.”

When complete, the sculpture park’s ap-
proximately 1.5-kilometre trail will wind 
through native bushland, offering an im-
mersive experience where art and environ-
ment converge. 

Visitors may find themselves walking 
beside telescope domes and sculptures, 
discovering hidden installations between 
trees, or glimpsing a kangaroo or quenda 
along the way.

Perth Sky Sculpture Park creative direc-
tor Sandra Tinari said the park was con-
ceived as a place of connection - to each 
other and to the land.

“Perth Sky is being developed as a 
unique cultural experience for Western 
Australia - a place where contemporary 

art, nature and the observatory’s long tra-
dition of inspiring curiosity come together. 

“Surrounded by native bushland and 
framed by the clear, open skies of the Perth 
Hills, the sculpture park will offer visitors 
an opportunity to slow down and recon-
nect with the environment, with creativity 
and with one another. 

“By inviting people to explore art in this 
landscape, we hope to cultivate deeper 
community engagement, nurture creative 
exploration and provide moments of re-
flection and renewed wonder.”

Opening in spring next year during the 
Noongar season of Kambarang, the inau-
gural Perth Sky Sculpture Park Biennial 
will be an accessible, family-friendly at-
traction inviting locals and visitors to ex-
plore art in a relaxed outdoor setting where 
creativity and community meet.

“Later this year, we’ll release an open 
call to artists from across WA, Australia 
and overseas,” Mr Pannekoek said.

“Artists may submit new works inspired 
by this place, or propose previously exhib-
ited pieces that deserve a long-term home. 
A curatorial panel will select works across 
scale and form - from standalone and sus-
pended sculptures to ephemeral installa-
tions, and projections onto the observato-
ry’s domes and walls. 

“We’re seeking work that is bold, inno-
vative and beautifully resolved - art that 
feels at home beneath this expansive West-
ern Australian sky.”

Follow the journey and support the 
creation of this exciting new arts des-
tination via Facebook and Instagram:  
@perthskysculpture

Perth Sky Sculpture Park calls for art
The Perth Sky Sculpture Park is set to become a new creative landmark for the Perth Hills.

THE latest anthology from the 
Mundaring creative writing 
group will be launched on Fri-
day, December 12 at the Lazy 
Corner.

The 2025 anthology is a softcov-
er book full of entertaining stories 
for a wide range of readers and is 
the sixth volume to be published 
by the group.

Illustrated with drawings and 
photographs, it includes poetry, bi-
ography, fantasy, children's stories, 
magic, science fiction and personal 
experiences.

Group chairperson Law-
rence Marshall said the antholo-
gy evolved from written pieces 
brought in each week by the group 
members.

“Some of the content includes 
feedback by group members and 
some of it is what we call ‘writing 
for therapy’,” he said.

“For example, one of our group 
members is a Vietnam veteran.”

Mr Marshall said the content was 
both biographical and fictional, in-
cluding one submission entitled, 
‘What if covid had continued?’

The creative writing group began 
more than 17 years ago and still 
has one member from that time,” 
he said.

“All of the writers live locally 
and the book contains 204 pages 
and costs $25.”

The book launch is from 9.30am 
to 12pm at the Lazy Corner, shop 
9, Mundaring Village Shopping 
Centre, Great Eastern Highway, 
Mundaring (eftpos facilities are 
available).

Copies can also be purchased 
from the Mundaring Adult Learn-
ing Centre, 3 Craigie Place, Mund-
aring before December 19.

The Mundaring creative writ-
ing group meets every Friday at 
9.15am at the adult learning centre.

For more information, contact 
Mr Marshall on 0438 926 827.

New Mundaring anthology is full of creative stories

The anthology front cover features 
Mundaring Weir in overflow. (Picture: 
WA Water Corporation)



16 

The festive season is almost 
upon us, and with the 
commencement of the Birak 
season come our hot summer 
months.

As we enter this special time 
of year, there is so much to celebrate in the beautiful 
City of Kalamunda!

With the end of school fast approaching, our popular 
School’s Out Pool Party is back for 2025! Cool off and 
celebrate the end of the school year! Students under 18 
can enjoy discounted entry for just $10. Get your tickets 
before they sell out at https://www.trybooking.com/
DHNGN.

The Christmas Festival offers a variety of family-friendly 
festive events, made possible through City funding to 
ensure our community enjoys a season full of fun and 
cheer. For more information, visit www.kalamunda.
wa.gov.au/christmas-festival.

As we head into the festive season, please note there 
will be adjusted opening hours for facilities across 
the City, including the transfer station, libraries, and 
recreation centre. Visit www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/
christmas-hours-2025-26.

In exciting news, the City is launching the Kalamunda 
Readers Festival – the first festival celebrating literature 
and the arts! Featuring a huge line-up of 19 popular 
fiction authors and illustrators, including local West 
Australian stars, this event is guaranteed to ignite 
inspiration and joy for book lovers, aspiring writers, 
and illustrators alike. Tickets are now available — the 
perfect Christmas gift for the book lovers in your life. For 
more information visit www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/
kalamunda-readers-festival.

On a more serious note, we have now entered the 
Prohibited Burning Season. During this period, no 
burning is allowed, and all signs of fire should be 
reported to 000. This is a good time to review your 
bushfire plan and keep your family and property safe. 
To stay up to date on alerts and warnings, visit www.
emergency.wa.gov.au.

Stay safe, stay cool, and I look forward to celebrating our 
beautiful community with you this festive season!

Mayor Margaret Thomas JP

Ordinary Council Meeting
6:30pm, Tuesday 9 December
Administration Centre, Council Chambers

Visit kalamunda.wa.gov.au to view the Agenda

View
News from your City | December 2025

Kalamunda

Mayor's
MESSAGE

Connect with us

Sign up to our FREE 
monthly e-news by 
scanning the QR code.

kalamunda.wa.gov.au/newsletters

Stay connected through socials.
@cityofkalamunda

Contact Us
9257 9999 | enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au
2 Railway Road, Kalamunda
PO Box 42 Kalamunda WA 6926

Prohibited Burning 
1 December 2025 – 31 March 2026

No burning allowed.
Report all signs of �re to 000

This intergenerational exhibition brings 
together celebrated Noongar artist Peter 
Farmer Snr and his son Peter Farmer Jnr, 
presenting new works on canvas created 
especially for this show. 

At its heart are the artists’ deeply personal 
connections to their ancestral totems — the 
Chirriger (Blue Wren) and the Kwilla (Great 
White Shark) — alongside the element totem 
Kaarl (Fire). Totems are guides connecting us 
to culture, language, and lineage.

This exhibition is proudly supported by the 
WA Government’s Department of Creative 
Industries, Tourism and Sport (CITS).

Find out more 
kalamunda.wa.gov.au/gallery

CHRRIGER KWILLA
EXHIBITION DATES | 
6 DECEMBER 2025–4 JANUARY 2026

Celebrate the end of the school year at our annual School's 
Out Pool Party at Kalamunda Water Park!

There will be plenty of fun for everyone, including 
unlimited water slide rides, chillout zone, music/DJ to keep 
the vibes high and photobooth fun! 

• $10 discounted entry for under 18s 
• $15 adults (18+), or $3 spectator fee

Beat the queue! Get your tickets at 
https://www.trybooking.com/DHNGN

Have Your Say

Join the conversation and contribute to 
matters happening in your City.

Scan the QR code for more 
or visit engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au

CELEBRATE THE END OF SCHOOL
18 DECEMBER 2025

SCHOOLS OUT POOL PARTY!

These events are made possible through 
City of Kalamunda funding to ensure our 
community can enjoy a season full of fun and 
festive cheer!

kalamunda.wa.gov.au/christmas-festival

Opening Hours 
2025–2026

+
City of Kalamunda

View our city opening hours by visiting
kalamunda.wa.gov.au
or scan the QR code

Festive Season
CELEBRATE THE

In Kalamunda!
The Christmas Festival promises 
something for everyone, with 
events designed to bring joy, 
creativity, and holiday spirit to all.

Scan for more 
informationCITY LAUNCHES NEW 

READERS FESTIVAL
The City is set to unlock creativity, inspiration, and 
storytelling magic at the first Kalamunda Readers Festival, 
taking place from 20–22 March 2026.

Showcasing a huge line-up of 19 popular fiction authors 
and illustrators, including local West Australian stars such 
as Michael Trant, Rachael Johns, Sara Foster, Gabriel Evans, 
James Foley, Kate Emery, Renée Treml, Madeline Te Whiu, 
Juliet Marillier, Emily Paull, Stefanie Koens, Stephen B. Platt, 
Tamara Moss, Sasha Wasley and many more.

Tickets for the festival are now on sale - the 
perfect Christmas gift for the book lovers, 
aspiring writers or illustrators in your life!

www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/kalamunda-readers-festival
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Bobcats
DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

ASK ABOUT OUR 
GREAT PRICES  
FOR TRADES

 Air Conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

Competitive prices I Top quality work 
guaranteed I No obligation free quotes

Installations I Service I Maintenance I Residential I Commercial

Rick Bowden 0428 054 888 rick@bowdenair.com.au

AU065824

Air Conditioning & 
Refrigeration

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.com

Bobcats

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Indemnity and Warranty
ECHO NEWSPAPER  

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal 
entity (“the Customer”) requests 
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspaper, they 
agree to be bound by the following 
terms and conditions:
1.	Echo, at its sole discretion, may 

decline to publish any advertisement 
requested by a Customer. If Echo 
decides not to publish a particular 
advertisement, there is no obligation 
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its 
decision, and Echo will not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
to the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage caused to a Customer 
as a result of delay or as a result of 
Echo failing to place a requested 
advertisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an error or 
omission. 

3.	Echo may, at its sole discretion, 
decide to refund a Customer a portion 
of the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer and the 
Customer notifies Echo of the error 
or omission before 5.00pm on the day 
the advertisement first appears in the 
Newspaper. 

4.	Complaints concerning the accuracy 
of any invoice must be notified to 
Echo within 30 days from the end of 
the month in which the advertisement 
was published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it may 
have had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	The Customer warrants that 
publication of the requested 
advertisement/s will not contravene 
any laws, whether statutory, equitable 
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly 
indemnify Echo (and its employees 
and agents) against all expenses, 
loss and damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication of the 
advertisement/s.

Reticulation

Reticulation
0433 366 655Electrician

EC 8591 EW166840

For all your electrical repairs,  
maintenance and installs.

Call Dean  
0447881208  

Offenburg Electrical  
Services

SENIORS DISCOUNT

or email offenburgelec@gmail.com

Trustworthy & 
Professional 
Electrician 

Handyman

Carpentry

Electrical

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Scott Howard
Painting Service

Reg. No. 4234
21 years experience

Touch-ups • Repaints • Residential & Commercial
• Free Quotes • Reliable Service

• Quality Workmanship

0409 299 452
38 Cupello Drive, Swan View

Painting

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
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7 
 L

17
45

82

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

Painting

PP Maintenance
  PAUL 0477 660 703
 paul.percudani@outlook.com

ABN: 86 642 331 437

• Painting (Interior & Exterior) • Demolition  
• General Repairs • Pressure Cleaning 

• Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)  

Ceilings

Handyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

ConcreteConcrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

Pest ControlPest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

GardeningGardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching  
Lawn Mowing
Planting Weeding
Pruning Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369
www.full-blowngarden.com

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

Painting

Reticulation

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Roofing

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Tree ServicesTree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

Reticulation

ACME RETIC
• Valve location & replacement • System checking, 

new controller installation & resetting
• Small additions & all aspects of maintenance

Wayne 0419 940 039
acme.retic@gmail.com

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plastering

PlumbingPlumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

Plastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Read
between
the lines
by Pastor Ian Kirk

Found 
Out
While my 
wife Colleen 
recovers from 
total knee 
r e p l a c e m e n t 
surgery, I went for a stroll through 
Kings Park the other day. It was a 
beautiful sunny day; and it was so 
nice walking along the bush tracks, 
seeing a few remaining wildflowers, 
and coming across open areas where 
I beheld beautiful well-kept lawns 
and lakes.

On one track, I came across a 
beehive. It was in the hollow of an 
old dead tree trunk. I could come 
right up to the hive, without the bees 
attacking me – as long as I didn’t 
disturb the hive.

I remember a story about a 
beehive involving my brother 
John when he was young. Some of 
his mates decided to throw some 
rocks at it. They managed to hit 
it, and you wouldn’t believe what 
happened next! Although the ‘rock 
throwers’ were some distance away, 
the bees found them out and stung 
them multiple times – including my 
brother. No matter how fast they 
ran, the bees found them. It reminds 
me of that saying: “Your sins will 
find you out”. 

But it’s not just a saying – it’s a 
solemn reality when it comes to 
meeting God one day. That’s why 
I’m so glad Jesus came into our 
world; as we remember at Christmas 
time. The angel said to Joseph “You 
shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save us from our sins”. When 
we trust in Jesus, we are forgiven 
and our “sins will not find us out”.

Reticulation

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Looking for a 
tradie?

Now you can find a tradie  
in the paper AND  
on our website  

ANYTIME GO TO:
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LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

I also repair & renew taps. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

V i d e o  Tr a n s f e r s  t o    
USB starting from $45 - 
6393 7298. 

Custom Video  
& DVD Solutions Gutter cleaning & solar  

panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

Slashing, mowing, wool 
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. Ian 0458 
510 048.

Hobby Farm 
Services

Tony’s Lawnmowing, 
Handyman & Firewood. 
Cheap rates. Midland 
& Surrounding Areas. 
0431 831 948.

Lawn Mowing

MASTERS PLUMBINGAS  
All Plumbing & Gas work, 
Blockages, Hot water 
units, Leaks, Renovations,  
B u r s t  p i p e s .  2 4 / 7 
E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e . 
N O  C A L L  O U T  F E E 
David: 0416 644 191. 
PL-9554 GF-011284

Plumbing

Butler Area. Rent free 
forever. No bond or utility 
bills to pay. Large furnished 
bedroom with ensuite, toi-
let, W.I.R, BBQ, W.M, bed 
linen etc. For fortnight-
ly house cleaning. Single 
parent welcome, child has 
second furnished bedroom. 
The Good Samaritan 0477 
533 104.

Rent for Free

Handyman
All your needs - exter-
nal/internal painting & 
roof painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs 
& gyprock repairs - call 
Markus today - 0433 958 
025.

Employment

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs 0426 211 137.

Gardening

Painting & Property Main-
tenance. 0477 660 703. 
Local.

Painting

Yoga

YOGA
Gooseberry Hill Hall 

42 Ledger Rd

Mon 6 -7.15pm

PH JEANENE 
0406 773 650

JUNIOR ADVERTISING SALESPERSON

The Echo Newspaper is looking for a

If you enjoy meeting new people and have an outgoing personality, then this 
is the job for you.
We are a small, privately owned and independent newspaper looking for an 
energetic and vibrant person to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:
• A current “C” class drivers licence and reliable vehicle.
• A smart appearance with a strong commitment to customer service and 

the ability to develop and implement successful sales strategies, including 
digital, by building and maintaining long lasting client relationships.

• Strong negotiation verbal and written skills with excellent presentation and 
a professional phone manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers a salary package, including a 
commission structure with a weekly car allowance.

Email Curriculum Vitae to: 
General Manager / Editor E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com

Bilby's Garden Services 
Weed, Prune, Mow & 
Slash. Free Quotes 0416 
855 335.

Employment

Ellenbrook

The Shire of York is recruiting for a Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO). In accordance with Section 8(3)(b) of 
Schedule 2 of the Local Government (Administration) 
Regulations 1996, the Selection Panel recruiting 
the CEO must include an Independent Member. 
Expressions of Interest are sought from suitably 
qualified and experienced individuals to be an 
Independent Member on the Selection Panel. 

Further information is available on the Shire’s 
website www.york.wa.gov.au. Interested candidates 
are to complete the Expressions of Interest form 
and submit it to the Shire by no later than 4pm on 
Monday 22 December 2025. Responses are to 
be addressed to the CEO Selection Panel and can 
be lodged via email to records@york.wa.gov.au 
(preferred). Hand-delivered or posted submissions 
will also be accepted and can be sent to  
1 Joaquina Street or PO Box 22 YORK WA 6302.

Further information may be obtained from Vanessa 
Green, Council & Executive Support Officer via  
P: 08 9641 0500 or E: vanessa.green@york.wa.gov.au. 

CEO Recruitment Selection Panel 
Expression of Interest

Employment

Quiet Homeshare - Swan 
View. Private Bathroom. 
No pets/smoking. Incl utili-
ties. Single $300 or Couple 
$320. 0407 478 493. 

Room for Rent

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

Wanted to Buy

MEDALS and Militaria 
bought by genuine local 
collector top prices paid 
0407 982 215.

Wanted

 Phone Brian 
0400 548 639

Building will be used 
to resurrect car that 
has been wrecked by 
vandals and thieves.  

URGENTLY WANTED
SHED / BUILDING
Power not required. 

WA Football Car 
will be used for  

charity events 2026

Wanted

Upcoming 
Events
• Mahogany Creek Art 
and Craft Group meets 
weekly on Wednesdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm dur-
ing school terms at the 
Mahogany Creek Hall 
on Jacoby Street. Every-
one brings along their art 
or craft to work on in a 
friendly social group with 
tea and coffee provided. 
For more information 
call Mary on 0431 201 
814 or Jan on 6279 4031. 
• The Rosehill La-
dies Golf Club meets 
each Tuesday at 8am at 
Hillview Public Golf 

Club, Kalamunda Road, 
Maida Vale. The season 
runs from March to No-
vember. For more infor-
mation call Roz on 0419 
915 623 or Julia on 0419 
954 106. 
• The Mundaring Gar-
deb Club is resuming 
activities on Tuesday, 
February 10 at Church of 
Christ venue, 1470 Ston-
eville Road, Mundaring, 
at 9.45am. Come along 
and join in the quiz and 
a cuppa as a guest. For 
more information call 
Teresa on 0438 021 374 
or visit www.mundaring 
gardenclub.com.au
• The Kalamunda Lap-
idary Club at 3 Recre-

ation Road, Kalamun-
da is a club dedicated 
to collecting, polishing 
and creating jewellery 
from natural gem stones 
and Australian miner-
als and crystals which 
they collect in the field. 
They have an open day 
on the first Saturday of 
each month where pos-
sible with examples for 
sale. You can check their 
Facebook page for cur-
rent events. For more 
information call Richard 
on 0422 181 200.
• Midland CWA meets 
at the Midland Railway 
Yards Blacksmith Lane 
(West) Midland on the 
third Wednesday of each 

month at 10am. CWA 
flags are displayed on 
Yelverton Drive, Mid-
land on meeting days. 
CWA offers a diverse 
range of interests and 
each branch works to 
meet local communi-
ty needs. Call Cathy on 
0460 777 557 or email 
cwa.midland@outlook.
com.

Noticeboard is for 
non-profits and com-
munity groups adver-
tising free/low cost 
events/programs. En-
tries must be emailed to 
editorial@echo-news.
com two weeks before 
the event.

Woofer of 
the week
Gemma is a three-
year-old boxer. She 
is good with kids and 
loves going on walks 
and being part of a 
family. Gemma is 
good company for a 
retired couple. She is 
sterilised, vaccinated, 
and microchipped. 
Costs apply. Con-
tact Bakers Hill Dog 
Sanctuary on 9574 
1438.

From p4
“Generally speaking, in these types of new estates a 

road would be 15m wide and that would accommodate 
the road carriageway and embedded parking in addi-
tion to the footpath and the like,” he said.

Mr Ross said although it wasn’t mandated that inter-
face lots, meaning lots at the edge of the estate, would 
be mandated to be R25 to 30, it would be the logical 
and highly likely outcome. 

“The lots interfacing with the bush forever side will 
have a necessary setback because of the bushfire con-
siderations,” he said.

“Generally, an R40 lot will be accommodated with 
an area of higher amenity so it will be adjacent to pub-
lic open space to offset the smaller lot size.

“Those lots realistically aren’t going to sell and 
they’re also going to provide what is a very incon-
sistent streetscape because of what’s on the opposite 
side – it’s going to appear disjointed from an estate 
perspective.

“So, it’s highly, highly unlikely that that would even 
be proposed even though we are not proposing to man-
date it.”

Cr Giardina asked about how treed the area would 
be and Mr Ross said landscaping plans weren’t on 
hand at the time, but developers were very aware of 
the council’s desire to see the area treed. 

“There absolutely is the intention for street tree 
planting along all the streets,” Mr Ross said.

Councillor David Modolo spoke in support of the re-
zoning to accommodate the estate’s density demands.

“In a housing crisis, we do desperately need residen-
tial zone land, and this location in Forrestfield would 
be a wonderful place to live,” Cr Modolo said.

City of Kalamunda Mayor Margaret Thomas said 
she supported the motion and Kalamunda was lucky 
to have a developer of Satterley’s calibre looking to 
provide new housing in Forrestfield.

“We’ve heard from (Mr Ross) that the bulk of the 
estate will be R25 to R30,” she said.

“We heard that the three objections weren’t about 
density, and I believe they’ll do a really beautiful 
development because the market suggests what they 
need to do.

“It won’t sell if it’s not right.”

Kalamunda supports new 
housing in Forrestfield

From p7. 
“Our community has told us that protecting and 

growing our tree canopy is a priority. 
“Trees are a long-term investment in the health and 

wellbeing of our town, and we’re proud to be setting 
the standard with a policy that protects trees in both 
public and private spaces.”

The Bassendean town policy considers a tree regu-
lated if it is over 8m tall, has canopy wider than 6m 
and a trunk circumference of 1.5m or more and is not 
listed as a weed species by the state or local weed 
registers.

However, it is worth noting that as of 2024, accord-
ing to the state government’s urban tree canopy dash-
board, Kalamunda’s canopy cover exceeding 3m for 
street blocks were at 34 per cent, 26 per cent for roads, 
35 per cent for parks and 33 per cent for other areas.

In comparison, Bassendean’s canopy cover exceed-
ing 3m for street blocks were at 10 per cent, 14 per 
cent for roads, 25 per cent for parks and 10 per cent 
for other areas.

Resident petitions for stronger 
Kalamunda tree retention 
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Local Real Estate Residential
Commercial

Rural & Country

SET on a generous 683sqm block, this inviting 
Midvale home offers space, comfort, and great 
value. 

Imagine summer days with room to run and roam, 
or a patio where the grill can be fired up for a bar-
becue with enough space to comfortably accommo-
date guests for a gathering. 

With four bedrooms and easy-care tiled flooring 
throughout, the home provides a very suitable ar-
rangement for families, pet owners, or anyone who 
prefers low-maintenance living.

The home has been refreshed in recent years, giv-
ing it a neat and welcoming feel. 

The neutral greys of the living room’s walls and 
curtains provide a blank canvas where renovators 
and new owners can freely decorate and add their 
own splashes of colour to make it their own.

The kitchen has also been updated, providing a 
tidy, functional space that’s ready to enjoy or further 
enhance down the track.

The window above the kitchen sink offers a view 
overlooking the backyard and ducts overhead help 
to keep the air in the cooking area fresh and circu-
lating.

A bright, enclosed sunroom at the rear adds flexi-
bility which can double perfectly as a second living 
area, playroom, or hobby space. 

Bedrooms, like the living room, are painted with 

neutral grays and invite decoration from its new in-
habitants. 

Outside, the covered patio is the ideal spot to fire 
up the barbecue and enjoy a chat with family and 
friends. 

The large backyard offers plenty of space for kids 
and pets, plus there’s a handy shed for tools and 
storage.

Homebuyers will be situated conveniently near 
Roe Highway, local schools, and the Midland town 
centre. 

Across Morrison Road are Swan Park Leisure 
Centre, the SpeedDome, netball courts, and Swan 
Regional Recreation Park for amenities that help 
support families with children live active lives.

The Swan Valley, Swan River, and Midland Train 
Station are all just minutes away, with easy access to 
the Perth CBD and Fremantle, making the centrally 
placed home a great connector point for travel.

The airport is only a 15-minute drive from the 
property. 

Address: 88 Beaconsfield Avenue,  
Midvale

Price: From $679,000
Agency: Real Estate Plus

For more information contact
Milton Rendell on 9274 5000

A family sized Midvale block

Midland Guildford female side highlights

AS the senior male sides began two-
day matches last weekend for Midland 
Guildford Cricket Club, the focus was 
on the female sides and the T20 matches 
that they played.

It was a double-header of matches for the 
female A grade as they played Wanneroo 
and Perth.

After winning the toss and batting first 
against Wanneroo, the side were 5-19 be-
fore a partnership between Kelsi Brennan, 
with 39 runs not out from 41 balls, and 
Lily-May Lyndon, with 23 not out from 45, 
helped them reach 5-84 from their 20 overs. 

The bowling effort was highlighted by 
Georgie Manek taking 3-10 from three 
overs, but it wasn’t enough as they lost by 
four wickets.

In the second match, they won the toss 
against Perth and chose to bowl first. 

Manek had the most wickets again with 
2-17 from four overs as the side restricted 
their opponents to 5-125 from 20 overs. 

The run chase was dominated by captain 
Veronica Keen who top scored with an un-
beaten 68 runs from 67 balls. 

The side chased down the target with 
three wickets to spare and four balls re-
maining.

The female B grade faced Subiaco Floreat 
in their match and were unable to chase 
down the target of 140 for victory. 

They reached 4-126 from their 20 overs 
with Justine Hayward-Janney top scoring 
with 62 from 45, but they fell short by 13 
runs.

It was a dominant victory for the Female 
U17 against Rockingham Mandurah as they 
scored 3-172 from their 20 overs. 

Georgia Baker, with 60 from 53, and 
Kaitlyn Magistro, 53 from 30, shared a 97-
run partnership in the innings. 

In the bowling innings, Pippa Meaden 
took 3-14 from four overs and the side re-
stricted their opposition to 7-71 to secure a 
101-run win.

The female U14 also played Rockingham 
Mandurah in their match, and they also won 

by a comfortable margin. 
They posted 3-153 in the first innings 

with Millicent Baker, with 50 from 49, and 
Shanaya Singh Chauhan, with 52 not out 
from 55, both posting half-centuries. 

They managed to restrict their opponents 
to 4-78 in the run chase, winning the match 
by 75 runs. 

The club will look to continue with these 
positive results in the upcoming round of 
matches this weekend.

The female U17 team continue their 
streak of dominant victories at the most 
recent MGCC round.

JOSHUA MCKENZIE

ELLENBROOK Secondary 
College has received $50,000 
of sports funding for sea con-
tainer storage, outdoor beach 
volleyball goal posts, grand-
stand seating, earthworks and 
turfing, and lock upgrades for 
gates.

The funding is being used in 
conjunction with Volleyball WA 
and is part of round three of the 
state government’s $10 million 
community use of school sport-
ing facilities (CUSSF) program.

A college spokesperson said 
the joint grant with Volleyball 
WA would help open up the 
school’s facilities to more chil-
dren in the community, while 
enhancing the facilities availa-
ble.

“At this stage, the funds have 
not been fully spent. We have 
ordered the sea container and 
are currently waiting for its de-
livery,” they said.

“Regarding the volleyball 
area, the remaining funds 

will be used to resurface the 
ground.”

A Department of Creative 
Industries, Tourism and Sport 
spokesperson said the program 
helped build stronger, more ac-
tive communities by boosting 
participation in grassroots sport, 
while ensuring school facilities 
were used to their full potential.

Under the funding program’s 
third round, $1.4 million in 
grants have been awarded to 
33 schools across 10 sporting 
codes, providing upgrades for 
local infrastructure, sport equip-
ment, and school resources.

It is supported by $332m in 
the 2025-26 state budget for 
sports infrastructure projects 
across the state.

The next round of CUSSF 
funding will open in Term 1, 
2026.

For more information, go to 
the community use of school 
sporting facilities program web-
page on the Department of Cre-
ative Industries, Tourism and 
Sport’s website. 

MIKE PEETERS

An Ellenbrook Secondary College student using a volleyball 
court.

Sports funding opens up more 
facilities to the community
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NDIS Registered Provider

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT OPTIONS TRIAL AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest Free and 

Lay-by options 
available.

T&C’s Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm
Midland Gate Shopping Centre. 

Ground floor Cinema entry 
behind Connor menswear.

Go Light Foldable Scooter MedAlert 4G Watch

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

“Personal service, 
professional advice 
at the right price!”

Sleep well. Live well.

Great Life.
Key Features:
• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• HiLo@Trendelenburg functions
• One Touch Flat Button & a Torch

• Massage with 3 di�erent Modes and Timer
• Wireless Remote Control
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10 Year Warranty

Lift Chairs
Our Lift Chair Recliners provide 
an ultimate performance in style, 
designed to be functional and 
fashionable and part of your 
home decor.
Key Features:
• 2 motors • Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumber Support and Headrest
• 2  years Electrical Warranty

nn

Perth’s most trusted brand 
for more than 50 years

“Locals 
Supporting 

Locals"

$2250$1750
Massage fromNOW from

$1099
NOW from

$3499
NOW

$499
Includes Monitoring

• World’s lightest mobility scooter.
• Only 14.8kg. 
• Up to 10km
• Capacity 124kg.
• Red and Blue.

Blue/Black/
White/Pink
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https://barkersbeddingandmobility.com.au/

Tour 
includes

First Class Hotels
Most meals

Airfares 
and more...

Enjoy an eye-popping Rail Journey through exotic Java

Join your tour manager Kevin Pearce on this
ever-popular tour now in its 41st year of operation.

TOUR DEPARTS 
PERTH 30 AUGUST 2026

$7728 Tour cost
$1480 Single Person Supplement
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  Find us on Facebook for event updates, 
maps, parking, road closures and more!

LIGHT UP THE SKY!

Christmas in 
Elfenbrook

C A T C H  T H E
E L F E N B R O O K  E X P R E S S

T O  E L F E N B R O O K !

NOTICE: FIREWORKS 8.30PM ELLENBROOK
admin@ellenbrookcollective.com.au

Saturday
13 December    3-9pm
Main Street Ellenbrook

Markets and Community Stalls • Attractions
Monster Truck Rides • Workshops

Arts and Culture • Youth Zone • Car Displays
Conservation Corner • Live Entertainment

Environment and Sustainability • And More!

5.30pm kingdom city christmas Show
6.30pm Pageant

7.30pm thE SPECTACULAR BLUES BROTHERS BAND
8.30pm ellenbrook toyota Fireworks

 

ORGANISE ORGANISE 
YOURYOUR

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS

LOOKING FOR A  

GREAT GIFT IDEA?  

Art & Lunch Experience  

at Amaroo Retreat & Spa

55

DECDEC DECDEC

12 19

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS  IN ELLENBROOK 13 December 2025

All Seafood instore  including prawns receive  10% Discount for all  Carton Lot Purchases at Hills Seafood
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