
Friday, January 16, 2026

VOL.43 NO.1945

SINCE 1985

NEWS
Local Business Supporting Local People

•Pick-up or delivery options available
•Competitive prices

•Wholesale prices on selected products
•Still Perth Hills preferred                      

Tree Service company

OPENING HOURS 
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday 
Lot 10 Talbot Road HAZELMERE

(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

Call us now  Call us now 
9454 8640 or 9250 65999454 8640 or 9250 6599

of�ce@treesaesthetics.com.au     www.treeaesthetics.com.au

••PPiPiPiPiPi kkkkck up or ddd leliivery options available

PERTH HILLSPERTH HILLS NEWEST SOIL CENTRE
Sand • Soils • Gravels • Mulches • FirewoodSand • Soils • Gravels • Mulches • Firewood

Shop OnlineShop Online  
Now!Now!

www.treeaesthetics.com.auwww.treeaesthetics.com.au

Order Order 
your your 

FIREWOOD  FIREWOOD  
nownow

New full dentures & partial dentures
New implant retained over dentures
Denture repairs & relines
Sports mouthguards

SMILE
@ Foothills Denture Clinic

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au

Phone 9250 1733
for an appointment
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Runs to raise Runs to raise 
CADASIL  CADASIL  

awarenessawareness

Staged plans Staged plans 
for affordable for affordable 

homeshomes

Boya  Boya  
bushfire  bushfire  
debriefdebrief

The brick facade of Victoria Street has been transformed into a 
soaring tribute to heritage and nature at the official unveiling. PG 4PG 4

New Midland muralNew Midland mural  
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Artist Jack Bromell.
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OP SHOP
MIDLAND

08 6285 5938
2/245 Great Eastern 

Hwy Midland
(Opposite Midland Gate Shopping Centre)

5 5938

THE CRESCENT

GREAT EASTERN HWY

MIDLAND GATE
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PEK CARE INTERNATIONAL MIDLAND

Midvale Store 
closed 

permanently

We Accept Donations
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Beware of 
SNAKES!

KEEP YOURSELF  FIRE SAFEKEEP YOURSELF  FIRE SAFE

Keep Hydrated

OPENING HOURS
Monday – Friday 
7.30am-5.00pm

2/211 Grt Eastern Hwy, MIDLAND
www.wasafetyproducts.com.au

9250 7622

Google
WASP MIDLAND

HydratedHydrated

Thanks
for DFES
efforts
Dear Echo News,
I live in what was the 
red zone of the last fire 
on the evening of New 
Years Eve and I had 
first-hand experience 
of the wonderful work 
DFES did then and I 
want to thank all con-
cerned for their fantas-
tic efforts, it was awe 
inspiring. 

Leaving our house 
as recommended by 
DFES and going down 
the West Terrace hill 
with all the fire trucks 
passing us coming up 
the hill reminded us 
of the 9/11 coverage 
where it showed evac-
uees descending the 
stairs whilst the fire-
men went up it. 
D Hodson
Kalamunda

Reducing
pedestrian
death toll
Dear Echo News,
Towns in Europe have 
decreased accidents 
and reduced pedestrian 
deaths to zero.

Can we copy the 
town of Cambridge? 

They have managed 
to close one lane of 
traffic in both direc-
tions and put in a sep-
arated bike/personal 
EV path on their major 
roads?

In Midland we could 
start at Great East-
ern Highway and the 
freeway and close one 
lane all the way to 
Victoria Street leav-
ing a safe separated 
bike path each side 
of the road and a cen-
tral lane for turning ie 
cut down to one lane 
in each direction and 
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The Echo reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, le-
gal reasons or clarity. The 
opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of 
the Echo. All letters must 
contain the author’s full 
name, address and phone 
number for verification 
purposes.

Thought for the day
”We have never arrived. We are in a constant 
state of becoming.” – Bob Dylan

reduce the speed to 
40kph (There must be 
a way of checking how 
many accidents on that 
stretch.)

From Victoria Street 
in both directions take 
away street parking on 
the left and establish a 
separated bike path to 
and from the station. 

Again, single lane in 
the centre with turning 
lane on the right. 

We could then re-
plant street trees im-
proving shade and 
the amenity all along 
Great Eastern High-
way Midland like the 
Town of Cambridge 
has to meet the 30 per 
cent tree canopy cover 
set by WALGA.

Next the shire and 
state government 
should legislate roof-
ing the car parks in the 
centre of the road and 
providing EV charging 
from all the rooftops to 
a shared VPP battery.

Labor could make 
the streets safer for our 
kids. 

Reducing emis-
sions and cooling and 

cleaning up the air we 
breathe. 

Let’s make Midland 
the best liveable town 
in WA.
C Hughes
Midland

Dumped
shopping
trolleys
Dear Echo News,
Regarding the dumped 
shopping trolley mess.

Why do Mega stores 
like Woolworths, 
Coles, etc, not add a 
sensor to the trolleys 
that set off an alarm 
when a trolley is taken 
outside a certain area?

This would not be 
difficult and save them 
tens of thousands of 
dollars in lost trol-
leys that are simply 
dumped all over the 
suburb, making a sub-
urb look like an untidy 
dumping ground.

An alternative would 
be for customers to be 
required to have an 
electronic sensor that 

would record the cus-
tomer’s information so 
that they could be fined 
if the trolley is re-
moved from the shop-
ping centre precinct.

There has to be 
many ways to control 
this burgeoning dump-
ing problem in our 
suburbs.

Perhaps the local 
councils should start 
fining the compa-
nies whose trollies 
are found outside the 
shopping centre pre-
cinct.  

This may press them 
to do something.  

At the moment, all 
they do is pass the cost 
losses on to all shop-
pers. 
S Oliver
Ellenbrook

Social media ban for under 16’s results in more scams
CONSUMER PROTECTION  

With Commissioner for Consumer Protection Trish Blake
UNLESS you’ve been living under a rock, you’ll 
know that many social media platforms are now 
no longer allowed to let Australians under 16 
create or have an account.

Just as you and the family are adjusting to this 
new social-media-free-world, another challenge 
emerges. Scamwatch, led by the National An-
ti-Scam Centre, has identified several scams that 
opportunistic criminals may use to take advantage 
of any confusion a major change like this could 
cause.

Young people and their parents or carers are 
likely to be the primary targets, along with general 
social media users who may not yet understand the 
new requirements. 

One of the scams involves fake messages or 
emails that appear to come from a social media 
platform or an age verification service. These could 
warn that an account will be locked unless the user 
supplies personal details to “prove” their age. 

Scammers may also pretend to be from the gov-
ernment or police. They’ll claim you or your child 
have broken the new law and you must provide 
personal identification or pay a fine to avoid fur-
ther trouble. 

A more familiar trick, often called the “Hi Mum” 
scam, may also reappear in a new form, with scam-

mers posing as teens aged 16 or older and asking 
parents to help them verify their account.

In these cases, the aim is to steal your personal 
information or your money… or both.

Make your teen aware they may get offers on-
line that promise fake identification or access to 
age-verified accounts in exchange for payment. 
These are aimed directly at young people keen to 
stay connected despite the new restrictions. 

To stay safe from these scams, take a moment 
before responding to anything that feels urgent or 
unusual. No legitimate platform will pressure you 
to act immediately or ask for payment connected to 
the new laws. 

If you receive a message that seems suspicious, 
take the time to check whether the organisation or 
person contacting you is genuine. It can help to 
read up on how your teen’s social media platforms 
are communicating with users about age rules and 
verification so you know what real messages look 
like. You can usually find this information in the 
‘Help’ or ‘Support’ sections.

Take the time to chat with your child about not 
clicking on links, or downloading any attachments.

Parents and carers who would like more details 
about the changes can visit the eSafety Commis-
sioner’s Social Media Age Restrictions Hub.
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Public Notice
Replacement Works

A SEVENTH-GENERATION Swan Val-
ley farmer has raised concerns over a pro-
posed planning scheme amendment rezon-
ing rural West Swan land for residential 
development. 

Swan Valley resident Cheryl Rogers was 
among a small group of landholders who re-
ceived a letter and questionnaire from con-
sulting firm Element Advisory.

The letter stated the firm was acting on be-
half of “a local landowner within the West 
Swan area” investigating a potential request 
to the Western Australian Planning Commis-
sion (WAPC) to amend the Swan Valley Plan-
ning Scheme (SVPS).

The proposed amendment area extends 
south from Harrow Street to Reid Highway, 
east of the Malvern Street alignment and west 
of the proposed future Henley Brook Avenue 
alignment, where the land currently transi-
tions to the suburb of Dayton.

Ms Rogers said a significant portion of her 
family’s property falls within the investiga-
tion area, which is zoned rural and classified 
as priority agriculture under the SVPS and 
Act.

Standing on her property during an on-site 
interview this week, Ms Rogers pointed out 
the paddocks and tree plantings that would be 
affected.

“For us it’s about five hectares including 
the road reserve, or closer to three hectares if 
the road isn’t included,” she said.

“That’s land where we currently grow 
trees.”

Ms Rogers’ family operates a tree farm of 
about 1700 trees supplying urban landscaping 
to mitigate canopy loss, alongside a beef cat-
tle enterprise.

Ms Rogers said the land also faces increas-
ing pressure from rising groundwater, which 
she attributes to urban development to the 
west.

“We now have hard surfaces built on sand 
over clay soils, where water runs downhill,” 
she said.

“To protect the Swan Valley, you would 
need an absolutely first-class drainage system 
to intercept that water and deliver it to the riv-
er and we haven’t had that.”

She said ongoing development pressure on 
the valley’s western edge risked rendering the 
land unsuitable for agriculture.

“You have to wonder whether this degrada-
tion is accidental, or whether it makes it easier 
later to argue that the land has lost its value 
for rural use,” she said.

The questionnaire sent to landholders asks 
whether recipients would support a coordinat-
ed residential development request, whether 
their land could be included in an amendment 
area, likely timeframes for sale or develop-
ment, and whether they would contribute to 
shared consultant costs on a pro-rata basis.

“The survey requests all sorts of informa-
tion about me and my property, while they 
remain in the shadows,” Ms Rogers said.

She also raised concerns about infrastruc-
ture constraints within the proposed area, in-
cluding multiple gas pipelines.

Running through the Rogers property is 
an APA gas pipeline installed in 1971, which 
carries restrictions on development within a 
70-metre setback.

“That line is 54 years old and built to a rural 
standard, not an urban one,” she said.

“Any developer would be looking at signif-
icant costs to work around that.”

She said the area is also crossed by other 
major gas pipelines, describing it as a very 
busy gas corridor.

Ms Rogers said neighbouring residents who 
bought five-acre blocks east of her property 
believed the Swan Valley Act would protect 
the area from incremental rezoning.

“One neighbour told us he specifically read 
the Swan Valley Planning Act before buying 
and felt confident it would protect the area,” 
she said.

“If land can be nibbled away like this, it 
makes you lose confidence in how strong the 
protections really are.”

She said residents in nearby Dayton, who 
enjoy rural outlooks toward the valley, do not 

appear to have been consulted, despite being 
affected by loss of open space.

“They look east over our cattle paddocks 
and trees,” she said.

“Some of that marketing even promised 
views of ‘forever green parklands’ and I think 
that green parkland might be us.”

Ms Rogers said she does not blame resi-
dents in Dayton for wanting housing and said 
the issue should not be framed as a conflict 
between communities.

“It’s not an us-and-them situation,” she 
said.

“They’re victims of poor planning too, and 
we know many people there who care deeply 
about trees and the environment.”

The Element Advisory letter states that 
completing the questionnaire “does not com-
mit you or our client to any participation or 
progression of the proposal” and that any 
amendment would still require approval by 
the Minister for Planning.

Despite that assurance, Ms Rogers said she 

remains concerned about what she sees as 
repeated attempts to erode the Swan Valley’s 
rural zone.

Ms Rogers said she has repeatedly sought 
engagement with the office of MP Rita Saffio-
ti, who introduced the Swan Valley Act while 
serving as planning minister.

“We’re always told to engage with council-
lors, and we do, but it’s very hard to get any 
response higher up,” she said.

Ms Rogers said less stealth was needed.
“I don’t like all this secrecy,” she said.
“It feels like planning decisions are made 

quietly, and people only find out when it’s al-
most a fait accompli.”

The questionnaire deadline for landholders 
is January 30.

APA Gas and Element Advisory have been 
contacted for comment. 

Landholders wishing to share their experi-
ence with the survey and questionnaire may 
contact Echo News via editorial@echo-news.
com

Swan Valley farmer Will Holt and Cheryl Rogers standing in the rural area pro-
posed to be rezoned for residential development. Picture: Guanhao Cheng

Proposed Swan planning scheme amendment concerns 

RESIDENTS of Ellenbrook are being urged 
to check their bank statements immedi-
ately following reports of a sophisticated 
card-skimming operation using the identi-
ty of a business that has been closed for six 
years.

Fraudulent transactions are appearing on 
bank statements from customers shopping 
around Ellenbrook Central under the name El-
lenbrook Martial Arts, despite the business no 
longer being in operation.

In a social media post two weeks ago, the 
former owners of the closed business warned 
the community about the theft of their identity.

“Someone has stolen this logo, out of date 
ABN, address, and phone number and are 
somehow skimming cards locally and taking 
money directly from bank and credit cards,” 
they said.

“It’s either someone walking around the 
shops or a shop where someone has put a ma-
chine in their swiper, and the matter has been 
reported.

“They (have currently taken) thousands of 
dollars in the amounts from $45 up to $120.

“We’re very sorry if that has happened to 
you and we urge you to follow this up with 
your bank and police in the hope that these 
people are caught.”

A card-skimming scam is a type of financial 
fraud where criminals use hidden electron-
ic devices attached to EFTPOS terminals, or 
handheld scanners used in close proximity to 
victims, to steal card information.

A Consumer Protection spokesperson urged 
residents to be proactive, in case they become 
victims of card skimming.

“Some common warning signs a card has 
been compromised include unfamiliar or re-
peated small transactions on their bank state-
ment, or charges processed under business 
names they do not recognise,” they said.

“(We urge) consumers to report any fraud-
ulent transactions to their bank immediately, 
as the financial institution is best placed to at-
tempt to recover funds or secure the affected 
accounts.”

A police spokesperson said that consumers 
should report any suspicion of fraud or crimi-
nal activity so authorities can investigate.

“If you believe you have been the victim of 
a business impersonation scam you can sub-
mit a report online to Cyber Crime via www.
cyber.gov.au and to WA ScamNet at Consumer 
Protection via www.scamnet.wa.gov.au,” they 
said. 

“For enquiries or advice, WA ScamNet can 
be contacted on 1300 30 40 54 or consumer@
lgirs.gov.au.” 

Ellenbrook shoppers targeted 
by card-skimming scammers

Customers who believe they have been 
the victim of card skimming should report 
the crime to their bank and police.

BRAYDEN MOULD

GUANHAO CHENG
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MIDLAND LINE SHUTDOWN AND TEMPORARY CLOSURE 
OF THE MORRISON ROAD LEVEL CROSSING –  
THURSDAY 22 JANUARY TO SUNDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2026
A 31-day closure of the Midland Line (between Bassendean and Midland) will take 
place from Thursday 22 January to Sunday 22 February 2026 to carry out 
essential works for the METRONET New Midland Station. During the shutdown, rail 
replacement buses will operate. Plan your journey on the Transperth app or at  
www.transperth.wa.gov.au. When the line reopens, train services will recommence 
from the new Midland Station. 

During the shutdown the Morrison Road level crossing will also be closed to vehicles 
and pedestrians from 12.30am on Thursday 22 January and 12.00pm on Sunday 
22 February (times subject to change). An alternative pedestrian crossing is 
available via the Woodbridge Station underpass and the Cale Street level crossing. 

Detours will be in place – plan ahead and follow the signs.

PTA_29045 

Public Transport
Authority 

For more information call 9326 3666, or email info@metronet.wa.gov.au.

THE brick facade of Victoria Street outside Midland 
IGA has been transformed into a soaring tribute to 
heritage and nature following the official unveiling of 
Midland’s latest public mural, Feathers and Metal.

Unveiled on January 5, the immense 6m by 35m mural 
is the work of celebrated Western Australian artist Jack 
Bromell, who completed the work over the month of De-
cember.

The artwork features a striking silhouette of the B6 
steam locomotive – the last survivor of the Midland Rail-
way Company of Western Australia – set against a sprawl-
ing sunset and paired with five red-tailed black cockatoos.

These elements all combine to symbolise Midland’s 
transition from a historic industrial railway hub to a mod-
ern community deeply connected to its natural environ-
ment.

IGA Midland group operations and marketing manager 
Matthew Pham, said the initiative came as a welcome sur-
prise when the City of Swan first approached him last year.

“It was a bit out of the blue, If I’m being honest, I got a 
phone call from the City of Swan in the middle of last year 
asking if I would be interested in a mural for the side of the 
building,” he said.

“They really wanted to showcase Midland, and all it 
has to offer, especially with the new train station opening 

soon.”
Mr Pham said the mural was designed to represent both 

Midland’s past and future.
“The artwork represents a bit of the old, and of the new, 

the cockatoo’s in forward flight, signifying that Midland is 
moving toward the future, while still paying homage to the 
historical past of the railway workshop.

For Mr Pham, the mural also reflects Midland’s identity 
as a regional gateway.

“We see Midland as the place where country meets city,” 
he said.

“People coming from the north or heading toward the 
Wheatbelt all pass through here, it has so much history we 
don’t want to forget.

While the mural was organised by the City of Swan, Mr 
Pham was quick to credit the artist for the physical feat of 
completing the massive scale project during the peak of 
summer.

“Jack Bromell deserves a lot of kudos and recogni-
tion. For the better part of two weeks, he was out there 
in sweltering heat to get the artwork done. Without that 
dedication, none of this would have been possible,” he 
said.

“We’re excited with where Midland’s going to go, and 
as a local business owner in Midland, I think it’s just an 
exciting time with all the new infrastructure and develop-
ment happening in Midland.”

Ellenbrook Medicare urgent 
care clinic is officially open
THE Ellenbrook Medicare urgent care clinic, 
located at 7/150 Coolamon Boulevard, has offi-
cially opened with extended hours seven days a 
week from 10am to 8pm. 

No appointment is needed, patients can walk in 
and all services are bulk billed. 

The highly trained doctors and nurses are 
equipped to treat a range of conditions and injuries 
that need urgent attention but aren’t life threaten-
ing, including cuts, viral infections, or a sprained 
ankle.

New data from the Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare shows the Albanese government’s 
Medicare urgent care clinics across Western Aus-
tralia are easing pressure on Western Australian 
hospitals. 

Non-urgent presentations to Western Australian 
emergency departments have dropped by 6.8 per 
cent and semi-urgent presentations have dropped 
by 2.7 per cent.

The clinic will join the existing network of eight 
existing UCCs across Western Australia with a fur-
ther five to be established across the state.

This is part of the Albanese government’s com-
mitment to deliver more urgent care clinics across 
the country with four out of five Australians to live 
within a 20 minutes’ drive from their local clinic. 

Labor’s urgent care clinics have already seen 
more than 2.3 million presentations since the first 
sites opened in June 2023, including over 257,700 
presentations to WA clinics. 

Over one in four of these were patients aged un-
der 15 years old, more than one in four were on 
weekends, and over one in five were weekday after 
hours visits (at or after 5pm).

The Ellenbrook Medicare Urgent Care Clinic is 
commissioned by WA Primary Health Alliance.

Hasluck MP Tania Lawrence said the clinic will 
make a real difference for locals by providing con-
venient, bulk billed urgent care right in the heart of 
Ellenbrook.

“From injuries playing sports at the DOS to a fall 
at home, I know families in Ellenbrook and sur-

rounds will be glad to have fully bulk billed urgent 
care just around the corner from home.  

“This clinic joins the Midland and Morley urgent 
care clinics in delivering affordable health care to 
my constituents of Hasluck. 

“The opening of the clinic is a huge win for our 
community, taking the pressure off the emergency 
department at St John of God Public Hospital.”

Federal Health Minister Mark Butler said the 
new clinic will be open seven days a week, for ex-
tended hours and most importantly patients will be 
fully bulk billed.

“This new data shows Medicare urgent care 
clinics are taking the pressure off West Australian 
hospitals and making sure patients can get the care 
they need when they need it.” 

Discover our digital edition online

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Artist Jack Bromell completed the 6m by 35m 
mural through the month of December.

ForHealth Group regional manager north 
Amanda Robinson, Hasluck MP Tania Law-
rence, Swan Hills MLA Michelle Maynard, 
Broadway Medical practice manager Vic-
toria Gray, and WA operations advisor Ajay 
Vinayan.

BRAYDEN MOULD

Community mural brings Midland centre to life
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FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 2 YEAR 
FULL WARRANTY ON ALL WATCHES. 

GENTS AND LADIES 
WATCHES TOO!! 

YOUR OWN LOCAL JEWELLER Specialising in Repairs • Sales • Designs

Have jewellery you never wear? 
Let’s transform it.

With master jewellers on site every day, we specialise 
in redesigning old or unloved jewellery into 

magnificent custom pieces — created just for you.

SHIRE of Mundaring published a re-
dacted version of its closing submis-
sions for North Stoneville ahead of a 
State Administrative Tribunal deci-
sion expected early this year.

The submissions argue the North 
Stoneville proposal should be refused 
due to unacceptable bushfire risk, traffic 
impacts and environmental concerns.

The shire’s submission pointed out 
bushfire danger in the Perth Hills had 
intensified under hotter, drier conditions 
and that the North Stoneville site was 
particularly exposed.

It argued the applicant has failed to 
demonstrate bushfire risk would be ac-
ceptable if the structure plan were ap-
proved.

The submissions state proposed mit-
igation measures would not materially 
reduce the risk posed to future residents 
or surrounding communities.

Concerns were also raised about 
whether the local and regional road net-
work could safely accommodate addi-
tional traffic, particularly during emer-
gencies.

The shire argued the proposal fails to 
appropriately balance bushfire manage-
ment with the protection of environmen-
tal conservation values and approving 
the structure plan would not represent 
orderly and proper planning for the area.

Personal information and legally con-
fidential material were redacted from the 
publicly available version of the submis-
sions.

The release follows the conclusion of 
open SAT hearings in December, dur-

ing which developer Satterley proposed 
staging the development rather than de-
livering all 1001 lots at once.

Satterley told the tribunal it would ini-
tially release 135 lots, pending construc-
tion of the Eastlink highway, as reported 
in North Stoneville SAT hearings con-
clude (Echo News, December 19, 2025).

That story also reported evidence from 
Main Roads WA indicated Eastlink may 
not commence until 2036 or later.

Community group Save Perth Hills 
told the tribunal the staged approach 

would still require the clearing of about 
60,000 trees.

Cross-examination during the hearings 
highlighted a lack of detail surrounding 
a proposed on-site bushfire refuge, in-
cluding its capacity and management 
arrangements.

Shire of Mundaring president Paige 
McNeil said council resolved to refuse 
Structure Plan 34 due to bushfire evac-
uation risk, traffic impacts and environ-
mental conservation concerns.

The North Stoneville proposal was 

first lodged in 2019 and refused by the 
WA Planning Commission in July 2020.

The commission again refused an 
amended version of the plan in Decem-
ber 2023, citing failures to demonstrate 
acceptable bushfire risk and traffic im-
pacts, as reported in Mundaring shire 
welcomes North Stoneville decision 
(Echo News, January 12, 2024).

The matter has since been the subject 
of a lengthy SAT appeal process that 
Echo News has tracked through its spe-
cial reports coverage.

In July last year, the tribunal ordered 
the parties to file expert evidence and 
submissions as part of the final stages of 
the appeal, as reported in North Stonev-
ille on track for August directions hear-
ing (Echo News, August 1, 2025).

Earlier reporting documented sus-
tained community opposition, including 
rallies and warnings from former emer-
gency services officials about the risk of 
catastrophic bushfire events.

Satterley maintains concentrating 
growth around existing townsites aligns 
with state planning policy and says its 
amended plan includes environmental 
and infrastructure improvements.

The shire’s closing submissions reject 
that position, arguing the risks identified 
outweigh any claimed planning benefits.

The tribunal’s decision is now expect-
ed in early 2026 following the comple-
tion of all submissions and reply mate-
rial.

The Shire of Mundaring has urged 
SAT to prioritise the protection of human 
life and ensure planning decisions in 
bushfire-prone areas do not place com-
munities at risk.

GUANHAO CHENG

Mundaring publishes submissions 
ahead of pending final SAT decision

The Shire of Mundaring calls for North Stoneville plan to be refused as 
fears over bushfire risk and traffic persist.
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kalamunda.wa.gov.au

Notice of Meeting -
Annual General Meeting Of 
Electors

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995, the City of 
Kalamunda will convene the Annual General Meeting of Electors 
in the Council Chambers at the City of Kalamunda Administration 
Centre located at 2 Railway Road Kalamunda, on:

Tuesday 3 February 2026 commencing at 6:30pm

The Annual General Meeting of Electors is open to the public 
and will include the presentation of the City’s Annual Report and 
Financial Statements for 2024/2025, questions from the meeting 
and other general business relating to the City of Kalamunda.

The City of Kalamunda Annual Report for 2024/2025 is available for 
review on the City’s website at www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au. Hard 
copies are available for inspection at the City’s Administration 
Centre, 2 Railway Road Kalamunda, and the Kalamunda, 
Forrestfield, Lesmurdie and High Wycombe Libraries.

Anthony Vuleta
Chief Executive O�cer

kalamunda wa gov au

GUILDFORD resident Simone Brown 
is lacing up her running shoes for an ex-
traordinary challenge - to complete every 
Parkrun in Western Australia, to raise 
awareness and funds for research into CA-
DASIL, a rare inherited brain disease with 
no known cure. 

Her campaign named CADASIL Awareness 
- One Run at a Time launched on Thursday, 
January 1 at her local event, the Woodbridge 
Riverside Parkrun. 

From there she plans to run at every Parkrun 
across the state, one week after another, sharing 
her story and shining a light on this often-over-
looked condition.

Her motivation is driven by her family his-
tory. 

Her mother Gwenda Christmass was diag-
nosed with CADASIL in 2020 following years 
of unexplained fatigue, confusion and balance 
issues - a diagnosis that came after Simone’s 
uncle had passed away from the same disease. 

“Mum was always such a strong and inde-
pendent woman. She loved gardening, swim-
ming, walking and volunteering at her local op 
shop. Watching her decline was heartbreaking 
- but if what I’m doing helps another family 
recognise the signs earlier, or supports research 
that leads to treatment, it will be worth every 
step,” Mrs Brown said. 

CADASIL - which stands for Cerebral Au-
toomal Dominant Arteriopathy with Subcor-
tical Infarcts and Leukoencephalopathy - is a 
rare, progressive genetic condition that affects 
the small blood vessels in the brain. 

Most people begin to experience symptoms 
in their thirties to fifties, but there is a wide 
spectrum of severity, and symptoms can vary 
greatly from person to person. 

Common signs include stroke or ministroke, 
migraines with visual disturbances, cognitive 
decline, depression, anxiety, apathy, fatigue 
and, in some cases, seizures.

The disease is caused by a mutation in a sin-
gle gene, giving the children of those affected a 
50 per cent chance of inheriting it. 

It produces a distinct pattern of brain changes 
that can be detected on MRI scans, but despite 

these recognisable markers, CADASIL is often 
underdiagnosed or misdiagnosed.

 While there is no specific treatment or cure, 
doctors focus on managing cardiovascular 
health to reduce the risk of stroke and slow dis-
ease progression. 

Current estimates suggest around 1350 Aus-
tralians may be living with CADASIL, though 
researchers believe the true number is higher.

That’s where research comes in. The Centre 
for Healthy Brain Ageing (CHeBA) at UNSW 
Sydney is home to AusCADASIL, the first and 
only dedicated Australian study of CADASIL, 
led by Dr Danit Saks under the direction of Pro-
fessor Perminder Sachdev. 

The program is currently recruiting partic-
ipants across Western Australia, New South 
Wales, Victoria and Queensland.

Prof Sachdev, CHeBA co-director said Mrs 
Brown’s efforts are both moving and important. 

“Her commitment is truly inspiring. CA-
DASIL is an under-recognised condition 
that profoundly affects families. Research 
is critical to understanding the disease and 
finding pathways to treatment. Commu-
nity champions like Simone play an in-
valuable role in driving awareness and 
hope.” 

Funds raised from the campaign will 
go directly to support CHeBA’s AusCA-
DASIL research program, which aims 
to improve understanding of the disease, 
identify targets for treatment and help 
families prepare for the challenges ahead. 

“Maybe I can’t help Mum anymore, but 
maybe I can help someone else - another family, 
a doctor looking for answers, or a researcher 
searching for a breakthrough,” she said.

To donate please go to https://cadasil-aware  
ness-one-run-at-a-time.raiselysite.com/ 

Guildford woman to run every WA Parkrun

Officers from the Major Crash Investigation 
Section are investigating an incident that oc-
curred in Clackline on Monday, January 12. 

About 9.05pm, a white Mazda 3C sedan was 
travelling in a north easterly direction on Great 
Eastern Highway when it left the road and col-
lided with a tree. 

The 29-year-old male driver of the vehicle 
and a 43-year-old male passenger were taken 
to Royal Perth Hospital for treatment of critical 
injuries received. 

A 39-year-old female passenger of the vehi-

cle died at the scene from injuries sustained in 
the crash. 

Major Crash investigators are conducting 
an examination of the scene and are appealing 
for any witnesses to report to Crime Stoppers 
online at www.crimestopperswa.com.au or by 
calling Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

Dash-cam or mobile phone vision relating 
to this crash can uploaded directly to investi-
gators via this link: https://wapf.au.evidence.
com/axon/community-request/public/clack 
linefatal

Clackline fatal crash investigation

ROAD policing investigations have charged 
three men following a reckless driving inci-
dent that occurred in Jane Brook on Friday, 
July 11 2025. 

It will be alleged about 11pm, a blue Ford 
sedan was filmed reversing at speed onto the 
driveway of a residence on Huntsman Terrace, 
colliding with the garage roller door and causing 
significant damage. 

It will be further alleged the driver then con-
ducted a burnout along the driveway and onto 
Huntsman Terrace, creating excessive smoke 
and leaving significant tyre marks on the drive-
way and roadway. 

Footage of the incident was later uploaded to 
social media. 

As a result of inquiries, Daniel Celinski-Mys-
law a 20-year-old man from Ballajura has been 
charged with reckless driving in a confiscation 
zone and criminal damage or destruction of 
property. 

He appeared before Midland Magistrates 
Court on January 9 where he was remanded 
through to February 20, where he’ll reappear at 

Midland Courthouse. 
A 22-year-old man from Clarkson and a 

20-year-old man from Pearsall were each 
charged with reckless driving in a confiscation 
zone.

Superintendent Michael Dalla-Costa of road 
policing operations said this behaviour is unac-
ceptable and will not be tolerated. 

“Driving a vehicle into someone’s property 
and performing burnouts is not entertainment – 
it is criminal, dangerous and causes significant 
harm to victims and the community. 

“This incident resulted in thousands of dollars 
worth of damage and was deliberately filmed 
and shared online to glorify dangerous behav-
iour. 

“Let me be clear: if you choose to drive reck-
lessly, damage property or endanger lives, we 
will identify you and you will face the full force 
of the law. 

“WA Police will continue to target high-risk 
driving behaviour anywhere, anytime. We urge 
all motorists to drive responsibly and respect the 
safety and property of others.” 

Jane Brook reckless driving charges

Police want anyone with information regarding the above incidents to call Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or you can make a report online at www.crimestopperswa.com.au

Simone Brown and her mother 
Gwenda Christmass out for coffee 
a number of years ago.

Simone Brown with her husband Graham and dog Fergus at the recent Woodbridge Riverside Parkrun on Christmas 
Day 2025. Right: Simone Brown running at the recent Woodbridge Riverside Parkrun.
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GUANHAO CHENG
HIGH Wycombe residents are pressuring City of Kala-
munda and state planning authorities to resolve the im-
pacts of industrial operations near their homes as the city 
clarifies the complex timeline of the issue.

High Wycombe resident Michael Ryan and members of the 
Landowners High Wycombe South Action Group have been 
in dispute with the city for several years over a 32m separa-
tion zone, made up of a 20m road reserve and 12m residential 
setbacks.

The buffer sits between stage 1 of the Forrestfield–High 
Wycombe Industrial Development Zone and existing homes, 
with residents arguing it falls short of separation distances 
required under local planning scheme 3 and a 2015 State Ad-
ministrative Tribunal decision.

Residents have repeatedly requested technical calculations 
demonstrating how the 32m distance was determined.

According to Mr Ryan, those calculations have never been 
formally produced.

“The city and the government have placed many of us in 
harm’s way for nine years by not affording the community a 
buffer,” Mr Ryan wrote to chief executive Anthony Vuleta.

Residents have compiled extensive noise logs document-
ing disruption from nearby industrial operations, particularly 
Golden Eggs and Ascent Steel, which conducts steel fabrica-
tion, sandblasting and painting.

In a December 21, 2025 log, resident Diane English report-
ed that Golden Eggs machinery malfunctioned at 1.30am on a 
Saturday morning, operating continuously for more than nine 
hours.

“I phoned the city’s after-hours number at 6.20am, which 
is recorded, and was told to report it Monday,” Ms English 
wrote.

“The recording is there, which proves this has happened.”
Mr Ryan has also questioned whether Ascent Steel’s devel-

opment approval accurately reflects its activities, noting it is 
described as a “light industrial workshop” in its application 
which is a classification he argued did not exist under the lo-
cal scheme.

“Ascent Steel is definitely not industry-light,” he said.
Concerns have also been raised about industrial traffic, with 

residents supplying photographs of heavy vehicles reversing 
into the steel fabrication site along Sultana Road West.

The city declined a resident request for a January 13 meet-
ing, stating issues raised had been “extensively addressed 
through previous correspondence and formal processes over 
a number of years”.

However, in a December 22 response, the city acknowl-
edged there was no single, clearly documented buffer calcu-
lation available at the time.

The dispute sits within a broader planning transition that 
includes both state and local planning decisions.

Mayor Margaret Thomas said the area along Sultana Road 
West was originally planned and zoned for industrial use, be-
fore state priorities shifted following the proposed delivery of 
a Metronet station.

“That prompted the state government to request the area be 
reconsidered for residential development,” she said.

The city then prepared a local structure plan to guide resi-
dential growth, which was approved by the state government 
and now sets the long-term planning direction for the pre-
cinct.

Ms Thomas said the core challenge was managing the in-
terface between historic industrial zoning and newer residen-
tial outcomes driven by state-led infrastructure and land-use 
decisions.

“Resolving the issue requires coordination between mul-
tiple parties, including the city, the state government and the 
WAPC,” she said.

She said local governments did not have the authority or 
financial capacity to independently resolve legacy interface 
issues arising from state planning decisions.

Ms Thomas said the city has been actively advocating 
to the state government and confirmed that the chair of the 
WAPC has requested collaboration on a new structure plan to 

address the interface.
“The city and state are now engaging on the development 

of this new structure plan, with the aim of progressing a more 
coordinated and long-term planning solution,” she said.

Under the High Wycombe South (Forrestfield North) resi-
dential precinct local structure plan amendment 1, approved 
by the WAPC in August 2023, Sultana Road West was des-
ignated as the transition point between industrial and future 
residential land uses.

While the structure plan includes provisions for design 
treatments to manage this interface, residents have strongly 
objected to being required to fund them.

“(Development services director) Nathan Ritchie also told 
Diane and Peter English and I that landowners on the inter-
face would have to fund a (taller than) 9m high wall extending 
about 400m, along with roads and landscaping, in addition to 
the development contribution plan,” Mr Ryan wrote.

“We vehemently objected.”
Residents are seeking access to technical information they 

say was relied upon to allow ongoing industrial operations 
with the current 32-metre buffer.

Ms Thomas said the city understands residents’ frustration 
and acknowledged the issue has persisted for many years.

“However, the current situation is the result of planning 
transitions over time, rather than a single decision by the 
city,” she said.

She said further updates would be provided as structure 
planning and state engagement progresses.

Sultana Road West residents buffer concerns remain 

Picture of a truck a resident shared 
reversing in on Sultana Road West 
which they claim is a breach of LPS3.
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GUANHAO CHENG

A KALAMUNDA building designer is proposing 
a staged housing concept he believes could help 
people enter the property market as construction 
costs and affordability pressures rise.

Kalamunda-based building designer Neil McKen-
zie has developed a “future-proofed” home design 
that allows buyers to start with a smaller initial build 
and expand over time as their financial situation im-
proves.

Mr McKenzie said the idea grew from years of 
frustration with wasted roof space and what he sees 
as a growing focus by project builders on large, fully 
built homes that are out of reach for many first-time 
buyers.

“You start off with this massive roof area that’s 
just holding air and collecting dust,” he said. 

“It makes more sense to design it so it can be used 
later on, when people are ready to expand.”

The concept centres on building a modest sin-
gle-storey home, often with one bedroom, one bath-
room and an open-plan kitchen, dining and living 
area. 

The design is documented so additional rooms can 
be added later without major redesign or disruption.

By allowing for future extensions in the original 
plans, services such as plumbing and gas can be po-
sitioned to avoid costly rework when homeowners 
choose to build on.

Mr McKenzie said the approach could significant-
ly reduce upfront building costs, potentially saving 
buyers around $150,000 depending on the design 
and site.

“With house prices and construction costs where 
they are, that kind of saving can be the difference be-
tween getting into the market or staying stuck rent-
ing,” he said.

He said high material and labour costs, combined 
with large deposit requirements, were making it in-

creasingly difficult for buyers to secure their first 
home.

“If you’re trying to save 15 or 20 per cent for a 
deposit, that’s a big hurdle,” he said. 

“Starting smaller makes the loan smaller, which 
makes it easier for a broker to get you over the line.”

Mr McKenzie said many volume builders favoured 
selling large packages upfront, sometimes exposing 
buyers to price increases during construction.

“If someone signs a fixed-price contract, it should 
stay fixed,” he said. 

“People are getting a rude shock when prices 
change partway through the build.”

Unlike modular or factory-built housing, Mr Mc-
Kenzie’s designs favour traditional double-brick 
construction, which he said remained popular with 
Perth buyers because of its strength and longevity.

He said modern insulation standards and ener-
gy-efficiency requirements meant brick homes could 
still perform well in Perth’s climate.

Mr McKenzie said the staged approach was suited 
to buyers planning to remain in one home long-term 
as it allowed them to build only what they needed in-
itially and expand as their family or finances change.

“People don’t need four bedrooms straight away,” 
he said. 

“They need something affordable that they can 
grow into.”

Mr McKenzie said Cosmopolitan Design has op-
erated for about 30 years, working on residential ex-
tensions, renovations and small commercial projects. 

Mr McKenzie has been based in Kalamunda for 
around a decade.

He said his proposal was not a single answer to 
housing affordability challenges but one option he 
hoped would be considered alongside other solu-
tions.

“This is a solution, not the solution,” he said. 
“But it’s a practical way to help people get start-

ed.”

Kalamunda building designer Neil McKenzie shows one of his designs for an affordable 
staged home. Picture: Guanhao Cheng

Kalamunda designer proposes 
staged homes for affordability

COST of living is the top issue of concern for 
young people, according to Australia’s largest an-
nual survey of young people.

Results from Mission Australia’s Youth Survey 
2025 have revealed young West Australians aged 14-
19 consider cost of living (61%), climate change and 
the environment (28%) and housing and homeless-
ness (28%) to be the top issues.

It’s the second year in a row that cost of living has 
been identified as the top issue, continuing a strong 
long-term shift in what young people view as the 
most important issue in Australia.

Mission Australia WA State Director Sue Budalich 
said concern about the issue had climbed sharply; up 
from 57 per cent in 2024 and 28 per cent in 2023.

“Cost of living concern is at the highest level since 
the question was first asked in 2010,” she said.

“Young West Australians are worried about the 
cost of food, bills and basic essentials - it’s affecting 
their mental health and outlook on life.”

Concern about climate change and the environ-
ment remains top of mind for young people, despite 
dropping from a record high of 40 per cent in 2023.

“Young people care about the environment, but 
it’s hard to be proactive when they are worried about 
paying bills and having a roof over their heads,” Ms 
Budalich said.

Mental health was both a national issue for young 
people (26%) and a personal concern, with 40% re-

porting feeling stressed about their mental health and 
wellbeing.

One in five said their family was often stressed 
about money, with one in ten saying they couldn’t 
afford to participate in activities, hobbies or groups.

One in five reported experiencing high levels of 
psychological distress in the weeks before the sur-
vey.

For the fourth year in a row, housing and home-
lessness has featured in the top 10 national issues for 
young West Australians.

“We must do more to ensure that young people 
feel safe and supported and have access to safe and 
secure housing,” Ms Budalich said.

“Young people have clearly told us they are aware 
of and concerned about the housing crisis and in-
creases in homelessness, which is why we need 
greater investment in social and affordable housing, 
responsive and tailored support and more youth-spe-
cific housing like Youth Foyers.

“Young people are our future and it’s important 
they feel heard and their concerns are acted on.

“We are thankful for their responses, for sharing 
their hopes and dreams with us, and we want them to 
know we are listening.”

The 24th annual Youth Survey was conducted 
between April and August with results shared with 
schools, community service organisations, councils, 
policy makers and those who support young people.

Cost of living top issue for youth
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A WEEK after the Boya Quarry Re-
serve fire threatened homes in Darling-
ton members of the Darlington Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade (DVFB) gathered for 
a debrief on Saturday January 10 at the 
Darlington Fire Station.

The fire, which started just before 5pm 
on Friday, January 2 quickly took hold and 
headed for properties along Sandover Road, 
View Terrace and Orange Road. 

A huge response by the Department of Fire 
and Emergency Services, including Fire and 
Rescue Service, Volunteer Fire and Emer-
gency Service, and Bush Fire Service units 
from around the metropolitan area, well sup-
ported by the use of water bombing aircraft, 
prevented any homes from being lost.

The Darlington VBFB were among the 
first fire crews to arrive, and not only bat-
tled the initial blaze, but provided crews for 
firefighting, mop-up and patrols until the 
following Wednesday. 

Dozens of the brigade’s crews volun-
teered their time at this incident, including 

overnight shifts, to make sure that the com-
munity were safe and protected, beyond the 
impact of the initial fire.

Last Saturday morning, after their volun-
teers had checked, serviced and restocked 
their trucks, completed their weekly radio 
checks, and tidied up their station, they got 
to catch-up during a BBQ brunch, giving 
them time to reflect on, and chat about the 
fire, their response, and any issues to be ad-
dressed.

The brigade members were also joined 
by Shire of Mundaring President Paige Mc-
Neil, shire councillors Ben Heptinstall and 
Luke Ellery, and Bullwinkel MP Trish Cook 
to discuss recent fire events, the brigade’s 
responses and actions, and the brigade’s re-
quirements moving forward.

For further information on the brigade’s 
debrief, or the Darlington Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade please contact publicity and 
promotion officer Ricky Harvey on 0409 
685 445 or email him at rdharvey@iprimus.
com.au

Darlington Brigade debriefs after New Year fire response

WESTERN Power has begun a trial in tar-
geted areas of the network paving the way for 
a large-scale trial in Parkerville expected to 
commence mid-2026 aimed at increasing net-
work resilience, enhancing safety and reducing 
bushfire risk.

The trial will determine the feasibility of a new 
type of covered high voltage (HV) conductor - a 
powerline covered with an insulating material.

Executive asset management manager Gair 
Landsborough said the conductor is expected to 
reduce bushfire risk, protect wildlife from electri-
cal infrastructure, and improve the resilience and 
safety of the overhead assets.

“Using covered HV conductors reduces bush-
fire risk and helps to minimise the impact of veg-
etation and wildlife coming into contact with the 
network,” Mr Landsborough said.

“Installing covered HV conductors is ex-

pected to increase the resilience of the network 
against weather events, reducing the number of 
unplanned outages and enhancing reliability for 
homes and businesses.

“A small-scale pilot project was successfully 
completed in late 2025 on a two-kilometre sec-
tion of the network in Yanchep, paving the way 
for a large-scale trial in Parkerville,” Mr Lands-
borough said.

“Through this trial we’ll convert 16 kilometres 
of HV powerlines in Parkerville to covered con-
ductor.

“We’re also converting 14 kilometres of low 
voltage (LV) bare conductor to LV aerial bundle 
cable improving reliability and helping reduce 
bushfire risk.

“When the trial’s complete, the entire Parker-
ville network will be converted to covered con-
ductor - a first for the Western Power network.”

Attendees at the debrief following the recent Darlington fire. Picture: Ricky Harvey

Covered conductors to 
be trialled in Parkerville

Western Power crew install covered conductors. Covered conductors to be installed in 
Parkerville. Pictures: Western Power.

The devastating aftermath of the fire. Pictures: Craig Chiswell.
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SUPPORT 
YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES
so you can...

TRY IT ON, 
GET THE FIT RIGHT

and 
HAVE IT 
NOW !!
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Police target reckless eRiders  
during Ellenbrook crackdown
FOLLOWING a recent Ellenbrook police crack-
down on eRideables, calls for more consistent 
enforcement are mounting as residents report a 
surge in dangerous riding across local roads.

The enforcement action was executed last Friday 
when Ellenbrook police intercepted a juvenile riding 
an illegal device near Coolamon Oval area.

Authorities confirmed the scooter failed to meet 
state safety standards, resulting in the device being 
impounded and slated for destruction under motor 
vehicle laws.

In the wake of the police action, residents have 
voiced their own concerns over a surge in dangerous 
behaviour they’ve witnessed across the suburb.

Resident Guy Cook said he has experienced a 
dangerous escalation in the conduct of reckless rid-
ers first-hand.

“The kids riding seem to think they’re invincible, 
throwing rocks and causing issues,” Mr Cook said.

He warned without a sustained increase in police 
presence, accidents and reckless behaviour will only 
become more frequent.

“(Dangerous behaviour) will only become more 
prominent until police seriously ramp up action,” he 
said.

“It will end up taking the lives of riders and pedes-
trians and ruin the lives of drivers when they do end 
up hitting them.”

Another Ellenbrook resident, Michelle Hooper, 
also voiced her support of the police action, where 
she said she witnesses dangerous riders of eRidea-
bles on a constant basis.

“If you live in Ellenbrook (you know) these kids 
on eRideables and off road bikes are actually going 
to get themselves killed,” she said.

“They’re constantly weaving and darting through 
traffic and using roads and flying down footpaths 
nearly hitting pedestrians.”

The frustration mirrors events in Perth’s northern 
suburbs where authorities recently launched large-

scale enforcement in Joondalup with Operation 
Moorhead.

The operation was a targeted strike against reck-
less eRideable use that resulted in 11 scooters being 
seized in just its first few days.

The Joondalup operation saw teenagers as young 
as 14 charged with multiple offenses after allegedly 
evading police through ovals and pedestrian zones.

Current Western Australian regulations stipulate 
that any legal eRideable must be speed-limited to 
25km/h and weigh no more than 25kg.

Strict dimensional limits are also enforced, requir-
ing devices to be no larger than 1250mm in length, 
700mm in width, and 1350mm in height.

Legal operation requires the rider to be at least 16 
years of age and equipped with an approved helmet 
at all times.

Police have warned any device that exceeds these 
legal benchmarks are classified as unlicensed motor 
vehicles and riders caught operating these non-com-
pliant devices face severe enforcement action, in-
cluding the possibility of prosecution.

BRAYDEN MOULD

Legal operation requires riders to be at least 
16 years of age and the max speed is 25km/h.

STRIKE Force Vulcan investigators are seeking 
the publics’ assistance following a bushfire that 
broke out along Roe Highway last Wednesday 
afternoon.

The blaze was first reported around 2.05pm on 
January 7 and scorched 10ha of native vegetation, 
coming dangerously close to both the highway and 
nearby residential homes in High Wycombe and 
Maida Vale.

The emergency response required 13 ground 
crews and a water bomber to extinguish the flames, 
leading to the closure of Roe Highway between 
Berkshire Road and Kalamunda Road.

While fire crews and water bombers battled the 
flames, local residents were seen spraying down 
their homes with hoses and putting out spot fires 
with watering cans and sprinklers.

DFES lowered the alert to watch and act at around 

4.45pm as the fire’s forward progress slowed.
By 8pm, the blaze was officially put out and the 

threat to the community ended, resulting in a final 
downgrade to an “advice” level.

The cause of the fire is currently under investi-
gation, and authorities are urging anyone with in-
formation or suspicious activity reports to contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1800 333 000 or via their web-
site at www.crimestopperswa.com.au 

Anyone with CCTV, mobile phone or dash-cam 
vision of any suspicious persons, or activity in the 
area of this fire, is asked to upload the vision di-
rect to investigators via the link https://wapf.au.evi 
dence.com/axon/community-request/public/vulcan  

Information can be provided anonymously, and 
a reward of up to $25,000 is being offered for any 
tips that lead to the identification and conviction of 
an arsonist.

Police seek public assistance 
after High Wycombe bushfire

The fire closed down the highway between Berkshire Road and  
Kalamunda Road as firefighters battled the blaze. Picture: Facebook

KALAMUNDA volunteer bushfire brigade 
thanked the community for their support during 
the hills fires and said preparing a bushfire plan 
was the best way to support the brigade.

Captain Natalie Smailes said in a statement that 
she was sincerely thankful all 90 members of the 
Kalamunda volunteer brigade answered the call on 
New Years to protect the City of Kalamunda.

“Thank you also goes to all volunteer and career 
firefighters, DFES personnel, SES members and 

countless other emergency services that came to help 
from all over the metro area,” she said. 

“It is because of you that lives, properties and 
houses were saved.

“The very best way you can support us is to make 
sure you have a bush fire plan.

“You can also join or create your local bushfire 
ready group in your street.

“Lastly, make sure you have downloaded the 
Emergency WA app or are familiar with the website.”

Kalamunda fireys give thanks and reminder
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WESTERN Power has installed 53 protec-
tion devices through their fauna protec-
tion program including possum guards, 
bird covers and cable guards throughout 
the cities of Swan and Kalamunda, shires 
of Mundaring and Northam and Town of 
Bassendean. 

There have been 24 devices installed in 
the Shire of Mundaring, 16 in Swan, 10 in 
Kalamunda, two in Bassendean and one in 
Northam.

While there are no fauna protection devices 
currently installed in the shires of Gingin and 
York through the program, a Western Power 
spokesperson said the utility was continually 
monitoring the network for areas where pro-
tection devices may be beneficial, particular-
ly in locations where animals and birds have 
been known to come in to contact with assets.

The fauna protection program aims to re-
duce the risk of fauna contact incidents with 
power infrastructure, safeguarding wildlife 
and helping to ensure safe and reliable power 
supply for the community.  

Western Power executive manager Jo 
Christie said in the 2024-25 financial year the 
utility installed fauna protection treatments at 
50 locations across the network to mitigate 
risk of inadvertent contact. 

“South West WA has a diverse range of 
conservation-significant fauna, including the 
endangered Western Ringtail Possum and 

three species of black cockatoo,” Ms Christie 
said.

“From time to time these animals are 
known to use the overhead power network to 
perch or to move from one habitat to another 
which sometimes leads to fatal contact for the 
animal and subsequent network damage and 
power outages.

“To help protect our native wildlife and 
reduce unplanned outages, we’ve installed 
possum guards on 98 poles, 166 bird covers 
on crossarms, 64 bird diverters on conduc-
tors and 376 cable guards on infrastructure 
through the program.

“We’ve also considered fauna protection in 
the design and specifications of new assets. 
As an example, our pole top switches now 
have a larger gap between the live and earth 
components creating increased space for fau-
na to move around, reducing risk of contact.”    

These measures complement other conser-
vation initiatives Western Power has imple-
mented including supporting the installation 
of nesting boxes on infrastructure, installing 
Osprey nesting platforms in Lancelin and 
Geraldton, conserving potential black cock-
atoo breeding trees and donating materials 
to Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre. 

“We have installed around 30 nesting box-
es of various sizes within the last two years 
around Western Power sites to provide addi-
tional habitat for native fauna,” Ms Christie 
said.

“The nest boxes are part of a monitored pro-
gram in collaboration with The Re-Cyc-Olo-
gy Project and has shown great success with 
an array of fauna using them including Carn-
aby cockatoos, Australian shelducks, Aus-
tralian Ringneck parrots, Brush-tailed phas-
cogales and large brushtail possums.

Western Power have implemented several 
other important measures to reduce animal 
contact with the network including vege-
tation management around powerlines and 
integrating fauna conservation into design of 
new assets. 

“Management of the vegetation around 
powerlines is a shared responsibility between 

property owners, local governments and 
Western Power,” Ms Christie said.

“Ensuring proper clearance requirements 
are maintained is critical in reducing fauna 
access to powerlines from over-hanging veg-
etation.

“We’re continuously looking at ways to 
protect the natural environment, deliver sus-
tainable outcomes and conserve WA’s unique 
biodiversity through appropriate planning 
and design of the network.

“Having a sustainable approach to fauna 
protection is integral, not only for conserva-
tion but also to ensure a reliable power sup-
ply for the community.”

Western Power program to protect fauna 

Western Power has been installing bird diverters to protect fauna.

KEEP the Sheep have vowed to con-
tinue their fight against the closure of 
the live sheep export industry.

“Stopping the ban on live sheep ex-
ports remains our key focus. We will 
keep calling out Albo’s failures with this 
so-called transition,” a spokesperson 
said. 

“But we will also speak up on other big 
issues hurting people in the bush.”

He said of the $139.8 million promised 
by the federal government for the closure 
of the industry, $33.9m has gone to the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry - the bureaucracy in Canberra.

“Not one dollar has gone to farmers.
“That is not a transition. It is a dis-

grace. And rural families are being left to 
carry the cost.

“At the last election we fought hard. 

We made the plight of sheep farmers and 
rural communities in WA into a national 
issue.

“Although we did not change the out-
come of the election, we proved some-
thing important: when people in the bush 
unite and stand together, we can make a 
difference.

“So, while we have been quiet for a lit-
tle while, we have not gone away.”

Keep the Sheep to continue fight

YORK has emerged as one of the top five baby 
hotspots in WA at a time when birth rates are 
drastically reducing to a record low.

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) births 
data showed the five local government areas in 
WA with the highest fertility rate during the 2023-
24 calendar year were all in country WA.

WA’s fertility rate of 1.434, the average number 
of babies per woman, is among the lowest in the 
country and well below the population replace-
ment level of two.

However regional WA bucked the trend with 
Moora and Gnowangerup achieving the top fer-
tility rate of 2.81 followed by Wagin (2.67), York 
(2.57) and Waroona (2.56).

Australia’s population grew by 1.5 per cent in 
the 12 months to June 2025, according to the latest 

ABS figures.
ABS head of demography Beidar Cho said the 

nation’s population at 30 June 2025 was 27.6 mil-
lion people, 420,100 more than in June 2024.

Natural increase, the number of births minus 
those who died, added 114,600 people from June 
2024 to June 2025. Both the number of births and 
deaths registered in Australia also increased by 3.4 
per cent and 0.3 per cent respectively.

Net overseas migration was 305,600 people 
from June 2024 to June 2025. There were 568,400 
overseas migration arrivals and 262,800 depar-
tures.

“Western Australia again had the fastest rise 
in population of 2.2 per cent, with Victoria and 
Queensland equal second highest, as both grew by 
1.8 per cent,” Ms Cho said.

York in top five baby hotspots

MIDLAND residents are set to enjoy significant 
savings on public transport thanks to the Cook 
Labor government’s major overhaul of fare 
structures across the state.

Under the ‘Go Anywhere Fare’, Transperth 
passengers will be able to travel anywhere on the 
network for $2.80 per trip when using an autoload 
SmartRider, or $3.50 when paying by card. 

“This is the cheapest fare structure since the mid-
1980s and will deliver real cost-of-living relief for 
local families,” Midland MLA Steve Catania said.

For regular commuters travelling to and from the 
CBD, these changes could mean savings of up to 
$625 per year. 

DayRider and FamilyRider fares will also drop 
to $7.00, making it easier and more affordable for 
families and visitors to explore Perth.

Regional Western Australians will benefit too, 
with TransWA fares permanently halved, reduc-
ing the cost of travel to more than 240 destinations 
across the state. 

A return trip between Kalgoorlie and Midland 
will now save passengers around $100.

Mr Catania said being able to travel anywhere on 
the network for as little as $2.80 means more mon-
ey left in the household budget, better access to 
jobs and training, and easier connections to health-
care and community services. 

“This is exactly the kind of practical support peo-

ple have been asking for,” he said.
“The Cook Labor government made clear com-

mitments to deliver lower fares and better public 
transport, and we are honouring those commit-
ments. 

“Halving TransWA fares and introducing the Go 
Anywhere Fare builds on Metronet’s expansion of 
rail and stations, Fare Free Sundays, and free travel 
to school for students. This is what building a better 
community looks like.”

Slashed fares to benefit Midland commuters

Midland MLA Steve Catania with local high 
school student Darcy who will benefit from 
free travel to school for students.

PETER W LEWIS
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SWAN Settlers Market in Herne Hill is inviting families to escape 
the house this weekend as they host a captivating schedule of free 
animal encounters to keep the school holiday boredom at bay.

As a popular hub for families and visitors alike, this historic venue 
is set to transform into a vibrant, hands-on wildlife destination for all 
ages to enjoy.

The adventure begins with a cuddly animal farm on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17 from 10am to 2pm, where young children can get up close with 
furry barnyard favourites like lambs and rabbits, introducing them to 
farm life in the heart of the Swan Valley.

The atmosphere shifts on Sunday, January 18 from 12pm to 2pm, as 
the Perth Reptile Company arrives with their fascinating array of scaly 
visitors.

Brave youngsters and adults can learn about wildlife conservation 
while meeting lizards, a friendly turtle, a resident frog, and sev-
eral snake species.

Between these wild encounters, families are encour-
aged to explore the eclectic food stalls and artisan mar-
kets housed within the historic building.

While parents browse handcrafted local goods or 
enjoy gourmet coffee, the kids can burn off excess 
holiday energy in the dedicated indoor and outdoor 
play zones.

To make the most of the summer weather the mar-
ket will also feature live music from 12pm to 2pm on 
the Sunday.

With free entry, ample parking, and no booking re-
quired, it will be a memorable summer day out.

ENTERTAINMENT  
& GIG GUIDE

Your local Gig Guide 

Promote  
your event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

 Fri January 16
 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Bill Chidgzey
6-9pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

  
Parkerville Tavern
Kane Cahill
From 6pm. Free.
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

 
Woodbridge Hotel
Powerplay
From 8pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford 

  
Lyric’s Bar 
Michael Vdelli & the Art 
of Dysfunction 
From 7.30pm.Free. 
22 Lyric Lane  
Maylands

 Sat January 17  
Lyric’s Bar 
Bucket 
From 7.30pm. Free. 
22 Lyric Lane  
Maylands 

 
7th Ave Bar & Bistro
Karaoke Night 
From 8.30pm. Free.
74 Helena Street
Midland 

 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Brett Hardwick
6-9pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Woodbridge Hotel 
Jamm’n 
From 8pm. Free. 
50 East St  
Guildford

 
 Sun January 18
 
Woodbridge Hotel
Kane Cahill 
From 3pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford

 
Childlow Tavern 
Live Music 
12.30-3.30pm. Free. 
4 Thomas Street 
Chidlow 

 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery 
Rhay Rom & Chantel 
5-8pm. Free. 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Parkerville Tavern 
Another Fine Mess 
From 4pm. Free. 
6 Owen Road 
Parkerville

 Tues January 20  
 
Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing
From 6pm. Free.
50 East St Guildford 

 
Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery
Smooth Groove
6-8.30pm. Free.
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 Wed January 21
 
Childlow Tavern 
Muso Jam Night with 
Brett Hardwick 
7.30pm till late. Free. 
4 Thomas Street 
Chidlow

Mahogany Inn 
& Distillery 
House Grooves 
Presented by  
Fenton Wilde 
6-9pm. Free. 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6605 or  

peter.lewis@echo-news.com
www.echonewspaper.com.au

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 2

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 1

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

MUNDARING Arts Centre will be exhibiting Paper Thin, 
Skin Deep which features nine emerging, mid-career and es-
tablished female artists interrogating the materials and met-
aphorical layers of skin through paper and sculpture.

Drawing on diverse cultural perspectives and disciplines, 
Emma Craig, Jo Darvall, Stephanie De Biasi, Sharyn Egan, Ro-
byn Jean, Annette Peterson, Emily Rose, Nicole Steenhof and 
Sarah Thornton-Smith present a study of surface, body and 
memory, reflecting on how even the most delicate materials can 
hold, record and reveal human experience.

Through the processes of folding, casting, stitching and lay-
ering, paper becomes a material that records pressure, time and 
gesture, while sculptural forms address themes of trauma, ten-
derness, memory, transformation and identity.

The artworks challenge the notion that surface is merely skin-
deep.

Cuts, creases and impressions echo the ways bodies hold his-
tories, inviting reflection on how we inhabit self, materials and 
memories.

In complement, another exhibition titled CMYK brings togeth-
er five printmakers working across woodblock printing, etching, 
stencil embossing, cyanotype and screen-printing.

Featuring Shanti Gelmi, Erin Kilbane, Antony Muia, Matt Per-
rin and Kristy Scaddan, the exhibition celebrates the art of print 
as both a disciplined craft and a site of experimentation, reveal-
ing the alchemy and diversity of ink, chemistry and process on 
paper.

Through bold and subtle lines, bleeding colour, layering and 
the interplay between positive and negative space, the artists 
transform the surface of paper, creating depth, mood and form.

Named after the foundational print colours Cyan, Magenta, 
Yellow and Key (Black), CMYK reflects the constraints inherent 
in working on a flat, two-dimensional surface.

Rather than limiting expression, these boundaries provide 

a framework for 
experimentat ion, 
whilst the ability to 
re-do, make copies 
and repeat, offer the 
artists a freedom to 
play, and allow the 
medium to become 
a collaborator in the 
process.

Together, these 
exhibitions offer au-
diences an immer-
sive encounter with 
paper as a site of 
material investiga-
tion, both conceptu-
ally and practically.

Surface, colour 
and form reveal sto-
ries of process and 
experimentation.

Paper holds pres-
ence, it transforms, 
conveys depth and 
catalogues memory, 
transcending be-
yond its humble and 
often fragile state 
beyond surface interpretations.

Paper Thin, Skin Deep and CMYK are on display at Mundar-
ing Arts Centre from January 25 to March 22.

For further information and Public Program details, visit the 
website mundaringartscentre.com.au

Stephanie De Biasi, The Flesh of 
Things, 2025, paper, nylon, wire. 
Photo by Rylan Blair.

Mundaring Arts exhibition 
explores paper and skin

Antony Muia, Untitled, 2022, unique state, etching on hand coloured paper.

Swan markets animal and reptile experience

The animal farm 
and reptile en-
counter will be 
held on January 
17 and 18.

BRAYDEN MOULD
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Call Karon on 9374 6610 or email  
karon.m@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au

January 2026January 2026

February 2026February 2026

Be involved in our exclusive  Be involved in our exclusive  
advertising featuresadvertising features

ADVERTISING FEATURESADVERTISING FEATURES

Making a  
Difference
23 JANUARY 2026

Valentines Day  
6 FEBRUARY 2026
Support Local  
6 FEBRUARY 2026

Focus on  
Seniors
30 JANUARY 2026

Healthy Living
13 FEBRUARY 2026

Friday 30 January
Minecraft (PG)

Walliston 
Primary School
11 Dianella Road

Walliston

Friday 27 February
The Lost Tiger (PG)

High Wycombe 
Primary School

60 Newburn Road
High Wycombe

Friday 6 February
How To Train Your Dragon (PG)

Falls Road 
Primary School

50 Falls Road 
Lesmurdie

Friday 6 March
Spy Kids (PG)
Dawson Park 

Primary School
120 Bougainvillea Avenue 

Forrestfield

Friday 20 February
Back to the Outback (PG)

Lesmurdie 
Primary School

49 Sanderson Road
Lesmurdie

Friday 13 March
If (PG)

Kalamunda 
Primary School
32 Heath Road

 Kalamunda

Pre-show activites start 5:30pm | FREE Popcorn | Movies After Dark

Bring your loved ones, pack a picnic and 
experience the magic of an outdoor movie night!

Movies kick off between 6:20 and 7:20pm, 
depending on the sunset.

See you under the stars!For more information, 
scan the QR code

2026 Season
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Essential lifes skills for children
THE Helen O’Grady Drama Academy is proud 
to declare that their self-development drama 
programme has been preparing children and 
teens for life since 1979 – still prevalent in guid-
ing our youth of today! 

The prime aim of their International Programme 
is to give children ongoing confidence and skill in 
verbal communication, a vital ability in today’s 
fast changing world of technology in which our 
children are now immersed. 

Learning to be able to communicate effectively 
with others allows children to find their own path 
through anxiety, school pressures, friendships, 
family changes and navigating challenges with a 
positive mindset.

Children love our classes and parents love the 
results says Helen O’Grady Drama Academy 
principal Merylena Sulak. 

“We are very proud of our programme which 
covers a wide variety skills that incorporate 
speech training, creative movement, improvisa-

tion, script work, performance techniques and 
much more,” she said. 

“Drama not only gives children and teenagers 
an opportunity to express themselves in a fun, 
safe environment but also enables them to prac-
tise everyday life skills such as leadership, discus-
sion and negotiation.”

Weekly classes are held for 5 to 8-year-olds, 9 
to 12-year-olds, and 12 to 18-year-olds.

There are five studios operating in the eastern 
suburbs area: Swan View, Kalamunda, Guildford 
Homeschool, Mundaring and Dianella. 

Enrolments are now open for Term 1, 2026. 
Although many of their classes fill very quickly 
before the term has even started! 

They also offer Drama clubs and incur-
sions in liaison with your school, Childcare 
Centre or Homeschool Co-Op. Call Merylena 
on 9378 4332 or 0490 808 206, visit www. 
helenogrady.net.au or email merylena.su 
lak@helenogrady.net.au for more information.
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LOWER PRIMARY 5-8 YEARS  I  UPPER PRIMARY 9-12 YEARS
  YOUTH 12-17 YEARS
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BOOST CONFIDENCE

INCREASE SELF ESTEEM

LEARN LIFE SKILLS

IMPROVE COMMUNICATION

DEVELOP DRAMA SKILLS

• Dianella • Kalamunda • Mundaring • Swan View • Guildford Homeschool

CALL OR TEXT FOR MORE INFORMATION

9378 4332  I  0490 808 206
merylena.sulak@helenogrady.net.au  www.helenogrady.net.au

Jenny 0413 430 721 
info@jusdance.com.au I Check our class timetable www.jusdance.com.au

NO PARTNER REQUIRED  I  BEGINNERS TO INTERMEDIATE.  

• BALLROOM • LATIN • SALSA  • ROCK N ROLL
• JIVE & SWING • SMOOTH • NEW VOGUE SEQUENCE

DANCE TODAYLearn to 

MADDINGTON

KALAMUNDA

1984 Albany Hwy, Maddington 

NEW CLASSES STARTING - ENROL NOW!

KIDS CLASSES  I  ADULT CLASSES  I  SENIOR CLASSES

KIDS & YOUTH CLASSES
AGES 5-17 YRS

MON TUES 4.45-5.45PM.

E

NEW 
ENROLMENTS
20% 
OFF

Bring ad in
to claim

KIDSport 
APPROVED CLUB

Mon-Fri 7-9pm

E
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EVENING CLASSESEVENING CLASSES

TUESDAYS
Beginners & 
Improvers
7.30-8.30pm

Intermediate 
Level 

6pm-7.30pm

St Swithens Church Hall, 
195 Lesmurdie Rd, 

Lesmurdie

20th February 20th February II 8.00pm–11.00pm 8.00pm–11.00pm
Adults & Seniors $15pp

BYO Drinks. Floor Show & Lots of Dancing.

* NEW VENUE *

OPEN DAY
Thursday 29th January 2026 12-2pm

56 Ledger Rd. Gooseberry Hill

For further details and to register please phone Jenny on 

0407 085 229
www.kalamunda-district.bridge-club.org

ECHO170125

Come and check 
us out!

KALAMUNDA DISTRICT 
BRIDGE CLUB
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Beginners Lessons
by Mark Goddard

Friday 6th February 2026 9-11am
till Friday 27th March 2026

Summer Nights Sorted:  
Sunset Movie Series Returns in 2026
The magic of outdoor movies is back in the 
City of Kalamunda, with the 2026 Sunset Se-
ries kicking off on Friday 30 January 2026 at 
Walliston Primary School.

Thanks to a generous $22,000 funding boost 
from Perth Airport, this year’s program builds 
on the success of the 2025 season by partnering 
with local schools to host the movie series. This 
partnership brings together multigenerational 
communities and provides valuable fundraising 
opportunities for schools.

Families can look forward to an expanded line-
up of heart-warming, action-packed, and laugh-
out-loud films, all in a relaxed outdoor setting. 

Mayor Margaret Thomas is excited for the 
2026 season, stating “We’re incredibly grateful 
for Perth Airport’s continued support, which 
helps us deliver high quality, family friendly 

events for our community.”
“By working closely with our local schools, 

we’re strengthening community connections and 
creating welcoming spaces where families can 
come together and enjoy these special summer 
evenings.”

Each movie night promises a fun-filled 
evening, with free popcorn, and exciting pre-
show activities from 5:30 PM, followed by the 
outdoor cinema experience. Movies will begin 
between 6:20 PM and 7:20 PM, perfectly timed 
with the sunset. Bring your picnic blankets, a 
low chair, and enjoy a fantastic night with loved 
ones. 

For the full program of dates and movie titles, 
visit www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/sunset. Don’t 
miss out on the magic – mark your calendars and 
join us for a summer to remember! 

Dance like Nobody is watching @ Jus’ Dance
Jus’ Dance offer a diverse range of ball-
room dance classes including social group 
classes, medal classes and private dance 
lessons, suitable for dancers of all levels 
of experience – from beginners through to 
professionals.

Term 1 has commence on the 12th & 13th 
January at both Maddington and a new loca-
tion in Kalamunda – St Swithens Church Hall, 
195 Lesmurdie Rd Lesmurdie. So why not 
come down and have some fun and meet new 
people while learning something new.

Our first Social dance will be held on 20th 
February from 8.00pm until 11.00pm. Adults 
and Seniors $15.00 p/p – BYO Drinks and en-
joy the floor show and dance the night away.

Adult and Senior dance classes, day & 
evening include Ballroom, Latin, Salsa, Rock 
‘n Roll, Jive & Swing and New Vogue. Youth 
& Kids Ballroom & Latin classes for children 
ages 5 – 17 yrs. Kid Sport approved Club. 

Great music excellent Teachers, good fun. 

Pay for full 6-week Term & receive 20% off 
total cost for all NEW students.  Enrol on-
line www.jusdance.com.au or Contact Jenny 
0413430721 for more information. 
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Kalamunda District Bridge Club is your local 
place to learn or play bridge in a relaxed Hills 
environment and new members are always 
welcome!

So come down, keep your brain sharp and make 

new friends, beware though it can be addictive.
Bridge is played at our clubhouse in Ledger 

Road, Gooseberry Hill, 5 days of the week. We 
are a friendly club with players at all levels of 
bridge. We usually offer beginner lessons twice a 
year, the next one will start on Friday 6th  Febru-
ary and conclude Friday 27th March 2026, with 
an Open Day happening on Thursday 29th Jan-
uary 2026, from 12.00 – 2.00pm. We have oc-
casional lectures from visiting experts and run a 
variety of competitions catering to all levels of 
bridge.

Monday evening supervised sessions are open 
to anyone wanting to practice their bridge skills. 
A partner is not necessary. It is a very popular 
evening where new players can gain experience 
in a very friendly atmosphere! 

Please refer to our website for more informa-
tion regarding days and times or phone Jenny on 
0407 085 229 for information and to register.

Learn to play bridge at Kalamunda Bridge Club
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Crossword Solution 1250 from 9 January, 2026

1251

ACROSS
17 	 Concur
18 	 Ball game
20 	 Take place
21 	 Bestowed excessive 

love on
23 	 Dawdle
24 	 Eraser
25 	 Close relative
27 	 Sets of six bowls
29 	 Eventually (4,3)
33 	 Revere
34 	 Quiver
38 	 Sea duck
40 	 Take along
42 	 Rises
45 	 Alpine hut
47 	 Stretches
49 	 Bend downwards
50 	 Clark ...
51 	 Springs
52 	 Feel one’s way
53 	 Former overseas 

telegram
54 	 Handle
56 	 Abashed by guilt
58 	 Goblin
60 	 Aims at
62 	 Assault
64 	 Elegance
65 	 One who donates
66 	 Light narrow boat
67 	 Repasts
69 	 A crowd
72 	 Jog
74 	 Laud
75 	 Organ of smell
77 	 U-shaped bicycle 

bar
80 	 Try the flavour of
83 	 Poisonous snakes
85 	 Just about
88 	 NCO
90 	 Makes amends
93 	 Enraged
94 	 Baked dish
95 	 Native metal
96 	 Versify
97 	 Destroy
98 	 Drink a little at a 

time
99 	 Sublime
100 	 Cricket score
101 	 Paying an account
102 	 Leopard-like 

animals
104 	 Voyages
106 	 Immediately 

following
108 	 Not telling the truth
111 	 Genetic make-up
113 	 More eventful
117 	 Aluminium soap
120 	 Name
121 	 Measured
123 	 Faith
125 	 Spectators
126 	 Recognised truths
128 	 Pay respect
129 	 Exactly alike
130 	 Dignified
133 	 Practise theft
136 	 TNT
137 	 Failed to hit
138 	 Lifted up
139 	 A particular wind
143 	 Unlawful
145 	 Verse writer
147 	 Burdens
148 	 Beginner
152 	 Drew lots
154 	 Grievous distress
155 	 Short opera
156 	 Fold over
158 	 Spine
159 	 Ground
160 	 Travelling stock 

route (init)
161 	 Enemy
162 	 Fewer in number
163 	 Move back
166 	 Sturdy
167 	 Froth
170 	 Spoken
172 	 Set moving
175 	 Practice
178 	 Science
180 	 Former Central 

Mexican people

181 	 Sacred song
182 	 Draw
184 	 Male duck
185 	 Former copper coin
186 	 Replace part of a 

tyre tread
187 	 Silly
188 	 Main artery
191 	 Itchy
195 	 Kidnap
198 	 Without 

interruption
202 	 Gelatine-like 

products
205 	 Lively
206 	 Star shaped
207 	 Perfect
208 	 Reigning beauty
209 	 Beg
210 	 Idlest
211 	 Removes dirt, etc
212 	 XVI
213 	 Jewelled 

ornamental coronet
214 	 Theatre attendant
217 	 Bespatter
222 	 Fragments
225 	 Wander aimlessly
229 	 Telephone greeting
231 	 Vote to accept
232 	 Defacer
233 	 Practicable
234 	 Prior to
235 	 Complies with 

instructions
236 	 Monetary unit
237 	 Ill-humoured

DOWN
1 	 Cipher
2 	 Full stops
3 	 Temporary pursuits
4 	 Stern
5 	 Notice
6 	 Month
7 	 Cordial
8 	 Dignity of a feudal 

superior
9 	 Most cheerful

10 	 Catches suddenly
11 	 Excerpt
12 	 Beautiful flower
13 	 Blackleg
14 	 Authentic
15 	 In lieu of
16 	 Nuisance plant
18 	 Ocean
19 	 Regret
22 	 Citrus fruit
26 	 Eavesdrop
28 	 Poetry
30 	 Fertile desert places
31 	 Effusion of serous 

fluid
32 	 Confuse
35 	 Council fees
36 	 A town in Florida
37 	 Long shafted 

weapon
39 	 Behave theatrically
41 	 Flower plots
42 	 Frightens
43 	 Grass-like plants
44 	 Beehive
46 	 Neckcloth
47 	 Exercises mercy
48	 Waistbands
49 	 Least progressive
55 	 Spite or malice
57 	 A religious service
58 	 Collection
59 	 Ovum
61 	 Fret
63 	 Devil
68 	 Weird
70 	 Barbed spearlike 

missile
71 	 Closest
73 	 Looks steadily
76 	 Capital of Canada
78 	 March 15th
79 	 Variety of 

corundum
81 	 Warning
82 	 Ripped
84 	 Minister
86 	 Bloodsucking worm
87 	 Think

88 	 Tries to find
89 	 Add up
91 	 Lubricated
92 	 German painter
103 	 Simplicity
104 	 Bind with a cord
105 	 Butler
107 	 Tests
109 	 Flat top of a metal 

fastener (4,4)
110 	 Main Post Office 

(init)
112 	 Recognise
113 	 Halt through lack 

of wind
114 	 Cigarettes (coll)
115 	 Bell sounds
116 	 Take away
118 	 Spiritual beings
119 	 Mustered stock 

animals
122 	 Cover with plaster
124 	 Chills
127 	 A healing ointment
131 	 Australian State 

(init)
132 	 Distance-measuring 

device
134 	 Towed vehicles
135 	 Australian Institute 

of Sport (init)
140 	 Up and about
141 	 Diacritical mark 

placed over a letter
142 	 Worthless person 

(Brit coll)
144 	 Honour
145 	 Roast beforehand
146 	 Gigantic
147 	 Abounding in 

foliage
149 	 The supernatural
150 	 Custom
151 	 Tint
153 	 Distributes cards
154 	 A particle
157 	 A puritan
158 	 Fracture

164 	 Provide food
165 	 Wages deduction
168 	 Road-making 

substance
169 	 Reddish-orange dye
171 	 Overcome with fear
172 	 Righteous
173 	 Run in
174 	 Label
175 	 Where Kampala 

lies
176 	 Sports enclosures
177 	 Biblical garden
179 	 Start again
182 	 Mineral spring
183 	 Strike
189 	 Level playing fields
190 	 Followed closely
192 	 Rips
193 	 Unsophisticated
194 	 Continues
196 	 Unmarried man
197 	 Pageant

199 	 Small oval drupe
200 	 Smooth glossy 

fabric
201 	 Excessively fat
203 	 Type of counter
204 	 Rustic
215 	 Possess
216 	 Wild party
217 	 Over
218 	 Look slyly
219 	 Skin eruption
220 	 Wicked
221	 Writing fluids
222 	 Father (coll)
223 	 Knight’s title
224 	 Wild goat
225 	 Humbly patient
226 	 Military forces
227 	 Destiny
228 	 Narrow beams of 

light
229 	 Motor-car bonnet
230 	 Season of fasting
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Bobcats
DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

ASK ABOUT OUR GREAT 
PRICES FOR TRADES

 Air Conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

Competitive prices I Top quality work 
guaranteed I No obligation free quotes

Installations I Service I Maintenance I Residential I Commercial

Rick Bowden 0428 054 888 rick@bowdenair.com.au

AU065824

Air Conditioning & 
Refrigeration

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.com

Bobcats

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Indemnity and Warranty
ECHO NEWSPAPER  

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal 
entity (“the Customer”) requests 
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspaper, they 
agree to be bound by the following 
terms and conditions:
1.	Echo, at its sole discretion, may 

decline to publish any advertisement 
requested by a Customer. If Echo 
decides not to publish a particular 
advertisement, there is no obligation 
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its 
decision, and Echo will not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
to the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage caused to a Customer 
as a result of delay or as a result of 
Echo failing to place a requested 
advertisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an error or 
omission. 

3.	Echo may, at its sole discretion, 
decide to refund a Customer a portion 
of the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer and the 
Customer notifies Echo of the error 
or omission before 5.00pm on the day 
the advertisement first appears in the 
Newspaper. 

4.	Complaints concerning the accuracy 
of any invoice must be notified to 
Echo within 30 days from the end of 
the month in which the advertisement 
was published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it may 
have had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	The Customer warrants that 
publication of the requested 
advertisement/s will not contravene 
any laws, whether statutory, equitable 
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly 
indemnify Echo (and its employees 
and agents) against all expenses, 
loss and damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication of the 
advertisement/s.

Carpentry

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Builder

CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD

All types of New Homes, Granny Flats,  
Owner Builder Consulting, Plans drawn to Shire requirements

MOB: 0419 952 043
Builders Registration 10756

E: allanramsay@bigpond.com W: www.ramsayconstruct.com.au

Esta
blish

ed 19
90 Established 1990

Builder

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

Painting

PP Maintenance
  PAUL 0477 660 703
 paul.percudani@outlook.com

ABN: 86 642 331 437

• Painting (Interior & Exterior) • Demolition  
• General Repairs • Pressure Cleaning 

• Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)  

LimestoneLimestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Ceilings

HandymanHandyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

Concrete

Concrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

Pest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

GardeningGardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching  
Lawn Mowing
Planting Weeding
Pruning Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369
www.full-blowngarden.com

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Support your  
local Business

“Lets 
keep  
local 

people  

in work”

Painting

PAINTING
0414 289 145

WA COMPANY

 PERTH PAINTING CONTRACTORS REG 6173
WWW.PERTHPAINTING.COM

CALL TREV

REPAINTS • INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

 DISC. AVAILABLE

Painting

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Tree Services

Reticulation

35 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE, CERTIFICATE IV IN IRRIGATION, INSURED 

SEAN 0419 333 353
curtisrams@outlook.com

RETICULATION REPAIRS: 
Fault Finding  Controller replacement 

Auto Conversions  All repairs  
Small installations & Additions 

Reticulation

Reticulation
0433 366 655

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Roofing

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

Reticulation

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plumbing

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

PlasteringPlastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Electrical

Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
46

7 
 L

17
45

82

Concrete Pest Control Pressure CleaningPressure Cleaning

SERVICES
• Pressure & Power Washing

• Soft Wash Exteriors
• Gutter Clean 

• Windows
 • Solar Panels

• Bore Stain Removal
• Cleaning & Sealing of  

Driveways/Patios/Pool Area 
(Epoxy & Water Based Sealants)

• Pre-Sale House  
Exterior Detailing
CONTACT STEPHEN  

0499 755 900
info@completepowerwash.com.au

completepowerwash.com.au

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Tree Services



18   January 16, 2026  www.echonewspaper.com.au1    December 5, 2025  www.echonewspaper.com.au

LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

I also repair & renew taps. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

V i d e o  Tr a n s f e r s  t o    
USB starting from $45 - 
6393 7298. 

Custom Video  
& DVD Solutions

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Discover our  
digital edition online

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

Wanted to Buy

MEDALS and Militaria 
bought by genuine local 
collector top prices paid 
0407 982 215.

Gardening
Bilby's Garden Services 
Weed, Prune, Mow & 
Slash. Free Quotes 0416 
855 335.

Employment

Public Notices

Employment

CADET JOURNALIST - 
DIGITAL CONTENT CREATOR

Essential criteria includes: 
•  A formal journalism qualification or equivalent grading.
•  Photographic skills.
•  Ability to build relationships with industry sources and 

communicate effectively with people from grass roots level 
through to senior industry management.

• Be able to write and post social media content.
The suitable applicant must:
•  Be a team player with a friendly personality.
•  Be capable of writing a full range of articles, from news 

stories, feature profiles, advertorials and through to all types 
of reviews.

•  Have the ability to source their own stories and get to the 
heart of the local area so local knowledge of our distribution 
areas would be an advantage.

• Have good communication skills, creativity and knowledge 
of media law is strongly desired.

•  Attend ‘out of hours’ council/shire meetings, industry events 
and business functions.

•  Have a valid driver’s licence and a reliable vehicle.
•  Be capable of working to tight weekly deadlines is an 

essential component of this position.

Desired but not essential: 
•  Knowledge of ‘InDesign’ would be advantageous.

•  A background in suburban newspapers would be viewed 
favorably.

In return the successful candidate will be offered:
•  A salary commensurate with experience.
•  Excellent working environment.

A part-time position Tuesday-Thursday, with hours negotiable, 
now exists for an innovative, self-confident, reliable Journalist 
to join the Echo News editorial team.

Please email your resume with a covering letter to: 
General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis  

E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com
All applications will be treated with the  

strictest confidence. 

The closing date for all applications is 5pm  
Wednesday 18th January 2026 with the successful  

applicant to start ASAP.

Handyman
ALL HOME REPAIRS by 
tradie. Free quote. Txt 0478 
194 662.

Gutter cleaning & solar  
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

ALL YOUR NEEDS - ex-
teral / internal painting & 
roof  painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs 
& gyprock repairs - call 
Markus today - 0433 958 
025.

Tony’s Lawnmowing, 
Handyman & Firewood. 
Cheap rates. Midland 
& Surrounding Areas. 
0431 831 948.

Lawn Mowing

Painting & Property Main-
tenance. 0477 660 703. 
Local.

Painting

Slashing, mowing, wool 
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. Ian 0458 
510 048.

Hobby Farm 
Services

Health & Beauty
Mobile Hairdresser. Phone 
Lorraine 0412 291 055.

JUNIOR ADVERTISING SALESPERSON

The Echo Newspaper is looking for a

If you enjoy meeting new people and have an outgoing 
personality, then this is the job for you.
We are a small, privately owned and independent newspaper 
looking for an energetic and vibrant person to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:
• A current “C” class drivers licence and reliable vehicle.
• A smart appearance with a strong commitment to 

customer service and the ability to develop and implement 
successful sales strategies, including digital, by building 
and maintaining long lasting client relationships.

• Strong negotiation verbal and written skills with excellent 
presentation and a professional phone manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers a salary package, 
including a commission structure with a weekly car allowance.

Please email your resume with a covering letter to: 
General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis  

E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com
All applications will be treated with the  

strictest confidence. 

Electors of the Shire are advised that the 
annual electors’ meeting will be held on 
Monday, 2 February 2026, commencing 
at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, 7000 
Great Eastern Highway, Mundaring.

The purpose of the meeting is to:

1. Adopt the 2024/25 Annual Report; and 

2. Conduct General Business

A copy of the 2024/25 Annual Report is 
on the Annual Reports and Progress 
Reporting page on the Shire of 
Mundaring website. Hardcopies are 
available for inspection at the Mundaring 
Administration Centre and Mundaring and 
Boya Public Libraries. 

Information about how the meeting be 
conducted, including how to submit 
questions or motions, is outlined in the 
Electors’ Meeting Page.

To submit a question or motion, please 
provide completed forms to  
shire@mundaring.wa.gov.au by  
4pm, Wednesday 28 January 2026.

Note, this meeting will 
be audio recorded and 
livestreamed.

Garry Bird 
Acting Chief Executive Officer

ANNUAL ELECTORS’ MEETING

Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs 0426 211 137.

Records, LP's and 45's 
collections + turntables + 
cassettes. 0424 489 910. 
Guildford.

Upcoming Events
• Kalamunda Prostate Cancer 
Support Group meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at Falls 
Farm, 41 Cagney Way Lesmurdie 
from 10am-1pm. For more informa-
tion call Roy 9295 2522 or Ray 0427 
095 892.
• Mundaring CWA meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 
10am at the CWA Centre (Sculpture 
Park), Jacoby Street, Mundaring. 
There is a general meeting and cuppa 
with craft and social to follow until 
3pm. New members and visitors wel-
come. For more information call Marg 
on 0417 956 628.
• Midland Men’s Shed Social Tues-
day is every Tuesday from 9.30am to 
11.30am in the Baptist Church Hall, 
Bellevue. Call Andy on 0419 921 805. 
For workshop inquiries call 0411 833 
055.
• Wednesday Wellbeing will be host-
ed at 50 Old Perth Road, Bassendean 
on Wednesday’s from 9am to 11am 
starting next week. It is a seven-week 
wellness program for over 55’s. The 
program will include fun activities 
like Tai Chi, chair dancing, and Nor-
dic Pole Walking. The program is free. 
For more information call Ashlyn at 
0420 589 995 or Vicki on 9361 2904.
• Voice Interest and Education of 
Women meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 10am with a 10:30am 
start at Bayswater Tennis Club, Bay-

swater. The club has approximately 
60 members who enjoy a wide range 
of social activites while raising funds 
to sponsor 12 financially disadvan-
taged students with their education. 
Ladies are welcome. For more infor-
mation call Michelle on 0438 929 535 
or email bayswatercitywa.viewclub@
gmail.com
• Mundaring CWA will hold its first 
meeting of 2026 on Wednesday Febru-
ary 25 at 10am, at the CWA centre at 
the east end of the sculpture park. Due 
to low attendance the branch may have 
to close and full attendence is needed 
at this meeting to allow members to 
vote if they want to close or continue 
into 2026 where they will have to va-
cate the centre due to town planning. 
On March 3 the branch will celebrate 
88 years to honour foundation mem-
bers. For more information call Marge 
on 0417 956 628.
• The Really Really Free Market 
is happening this Sunday January 18 
and they are looking for volunteers. 
They need help setting up from 8am 
to 9am and packing up from 10am to 
10.30am. Can you spare 30 minutes or 
one hour to help out? For more infor-
mation email ttguildford@10416751.
mailchimpapp.com
Noticeboard is for non-profits and 
community groups advertising free/
low cost events/programs. Entries 
must be emailed to editorial@echo-
news.com two weeks before the 
event.

Woofer of  
the week

Boss is a three-year-old Kelpie. 
He has come from a farm and 
would be best suited for a prop-
erty with a bit of land as he gets 
bored easily. 

Boss sometimes gets into trouble 
from barking. He is sterilised, mi-
crochipped, and vaccinated. Costs 
Apply. 

Contact Bakers Hill Dog Sanctu-
ary on 9574 1438.

Read
between
the lines  
By Pastor Ian Kirk 

Lifted Up
While in Albany recently, we enjoyed catching up 
with friends, as well as doing some sightseeing. 
One place we went to was the wind farm.

The wind turbines, sitting high above the 
coastal cliffs, constantly spin due to the consistent 
winds that blow. It’s magnificent to stand beneath 
one of the turbines and to hear the blades cutting 
through the air.

Besides the wind farm, the rugged coastline 
nearby is so spectacular - especially on a sunny 
day. While enjoying the scenery, a para-glider 
went by. He even waved to us. Effortlessly, 
without any mechanical power, he went straight 
by us and back again, being lifted up by the winds 
coming off the sea and up the cliff-face. I was 
mesmerised watching him move so effortlessly.

It reminded me of how eagles soar on thermal 
currents. Without flapping, but just stretching out 
their wings, they are lifted up. There’s a verse 
in the Bible that refers to this. In Isaiah 40:31 
we read “Those who wait on the Lord will gain 
new strength; they will mount up with wings like 
eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not faint.”

Like an eagle with its wings outstretched, when 
we stretch out our hands to God metaphorically 
in prayer, in the name of Jesus, looking to Him 
for guidance and support, He will lift us up. 

In this new year, may we be lifted up as we 
look to the Lord and pray to Him.

Your FREE Local Weekly 
newspaper is also available 

from local outlets or  
subscribe NOW to get  

Echo News emailed direct  
to your inbox.

9374 6666
sales@echo-news.com 

editorial@echo-news.com   
Suite 4, 9 The Avenue, Midland

Always  
in front!

Subscribe 
Now

Read the latest news  
online at 

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Discover  
our digital  

edition 
online

www.echonewspaper.com.au
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IN the first matches for Midland Guildford 
Cricket Club in 2026, the female sides and jun-
ior teams were the focus of the action this week-
end.

The female A grade struggled to post a compet-
itive total against Subiaco Floreat as they were 
bowled out for 110 after 36.5 overs. 

Georgie Manek took 4-22 from ten overs in the 
bowling innings as their opposition chased the tar-
get with four wickets remaining.

In the female B grade match against Subiaco 
Floreat, they were able to dismiss their opposition 
for 194 in 38.3 overs. 

Zoe Tickner took 4-56 from eight overs, but the 
target proved difficult to chase down as they were 
bowled out for 70 in a 124-run defeat.

The male U17 were beaten by 19 runs in their 
T20 match against Wanneroo, while the Male Un-
der 15s won by 20 runs against the same opponents. 

Parker Byfield top scored with 55 runs not out 

from 57 balls in the win.
It was a dominant nine wicket victory for the fe-

male U17 in their T20 match against Rockingham 
Mandurah. 

Their opponents posted a target of 111 for victory 
with Kaitlyn Magistro, 2-2, Amani Sharma, 2-20, 
and Georgia Baker, 2-31, being the key contribu-
tors in the bowling innings. 

Magistro, with 63 not out from 60, and Baker, 
with 37 not out from 56, both played important 
roles in the run chase, sharing a 101-run partner-
ship as the side won by nine wickets.

The female U14 played against South Perth and 
posted 7-101 after being asked to bat first by their 
opposition. 

Their opponents managed to chase down the 
score with four wickets remaining and three overs 
to spare.

An exciting weekend of matches coming up with 
most teams in action, including the senior male 
sides completing their two-day matches against 
Wanneroo. 

JOSHUA MCKENZIE

Kalamunda cyclist crowned national champion
KALAMUNDA cyclist Mackenzie Coupland has 
officially become the second 20-year-old rookie to 
claim the Australian road cycling championship.

She secured the title during her debut race as a 
WorldTour rider at the AusCycling Road National 
Championships held at Kings Park last Sunday.

Representing the professional women’s team Liv 
AlUla Jayco, the Kalamunda cyclist completed the 
109km course in just under three hours.

During the final lap of the eight-circuit race, she 
broke away from the main group and overtook fel-
low Liv AlUla Jayco cyclist Josie Talbot, who had 
led the early breakaway.

Ms Coupland admitted she was initially hesitant to 
leave her teammate behind before making the deci-
sive move to forge ahead for the solo win.

“I was very hesitant when I caught Josie and she 
told me to go, but it wasn’t until I saw one of our 
staff on the side of the road about 500 metres after 
that they told me to go,” she said.

Maintaining her composure, the Kalamunda cy-
clist managed to fend off a determined chase from a 
group of three, Neve Bradbury from Canyon-SRAM, 

Katelyn Nicholson from Butterfields Ziptrack, and 
teammate Ruby Roseman-Gannon. 

“The team definitely had a lot of pressure, (but we) 
had a lot of confidence in each other… that really 
helped my confidence,” Ms Coupland said.

She also drew strength from the local crowd, stat-
ing she felt a wave of support from friends, family, 
and community members along the route.

“I think I heard my name on almost every corner, 
so I definitely felt a lot of support out there,” she 
said.

By winning the elite women’s category, Ms Cou-
pland also managed to win the U-23 category, mark-
ing a double win for the young athlete. 

Ms Coupland will now wear the prestigious green-
and-gold bands of the Australian champion for the 
remainder of the 2026 season, including the Tour 
Down Under, and the Cadel Evans Great Ocean 
Road Race.

“Honestly, it’s the biggest privilege ever, there are 
no words to really describe it,” she said.

“It’s such as huge achievement and I’m proud to 
just bring it to Liv AlUla  Jayco.”

Mackenzie Coupland alongside teammate Ruby Rose-
man-Gannon (left) and Canyon-SRAM cyclist Neve Brad-
bury (right). Picture AusCycling

Midland Guildford juniors shine at recent game

Midland Guildford Cricket Club’s junior and female 
teams took center stage this weekend, with the fe-
male U17 securing a dominant nine-wicket victory 
over Rockingham Mandurah.

HOMES for sale across Perth fell to a record low of 
1881 at the end of December, according to REIWA.

This was 35.5 per cent lower than November and 57.2 
per cent lower than December 2024.

REIWA President Suzanne Brown said the decline 
was to be expected, but the seasonal drop was com-
pounded by ongoing strong demand and an extended 
period of lower-than-usual new listings.

“Historically, active listings decrease in December,” 
she said. 

“At this time of year, the number of new listings 
slows (as) people are busy with the festive season, or 
go away, and put their plans to sell on hold and active 
listings decline as a result.

“However, new listings have been significantly below 
long-term averages in the last six months.

“New listings in winter were 11.5 per cent below the 
10-year average, with new listings in spring 15 per cent 
below the 10-year average. 

Ms Brown said comparatively, demand remained 
extremely high and FOMO returned to the market as 
members reported strong competition for homes, offers 
well over the asking price in many cases, and homes 

selling in record timeframes.
“The significant imbalance between demand and sup-

ply saw active listings fall dramatically in December,” 
she said.

“People want to sell, but with the speed of sales and 
relatively low availability of homes, they are concerned 
about finding somewhere to live.

“They don’t want to be rushed into buying a new 
home, and it still remains challenging to find a short-
term rental, especially if you need to remain in a certain 
area for work or schooling reasons.”

Ms Brown said new and active listings traditionally 
increased in January.

“However, due to the current constraints in the mar-
ket, we may not see as much of an increase as we have 
in previous years,” she said.

Perth’s median house sale price continued to grow 
and reached a peak in December.

According to REIWA data, the suburbs that saw the 
most median house sale price growth in December in-
cluded Lesmurdie and Swan View.

Lesmurdie was up 4.3 per cent to $1,085,000 and 
Swan View was up 3.2 per cent to $735,000.

Homes in Perth have reached a record low in sales as the 
strong demand and lower than usual listings cause seller’s 
to hesitate in listing their homes for sale. 

Homes for sale in Perth plunge to record lows
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Sleep well. Live well. Great life.
Mobility in Style

Lift Chairs
Our Lift Chair Recliners provide 
an ultimate performance in style, 
designed to be functional and 
fashionable and part of your 
home decor.
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The Pathrider 140XL
Scooter
Powerful, precise, & stylish. 
Key Features:
• Full suspension
• Hydraulic brakes
• LED Lights
• Available in Red, Yellow 

& Silver

MedAlert 4G Watch

Massage from

$2250
NOW from

$1750

Includes Monitoring

$499

Key Features:
• 2 motors 
• Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumber Support and 

Headrest
• 2 year Electrical Warranty

NOW from

$1099

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• HiLo@Trendelenburg functions
• One Touch Flat Button & a Torch
• Wireless Remote Control

• Massage with 3 di�erent Modes 
  and a Timer
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10 Year Warranty + 
   2 year Electrical Warranty 

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT TRIAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest Free and 

Lay-by options 
available.

T&C’s Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm
Midland Gate Shopping Centre. 
Ground floor Cinema entrance 

behind Connor menswear.

n

https://barkersbeddingandmobility.com.au/
Perth’s most trusted brand 

for more than 50 years

$5999

“Personal service, 
professional advice, 
at the right price!” “Locals 

Supporting 

Locals"

New Year Sale! Enjoy 10% o� everything until January 31st - don’t miss out!

Key Features:

• FIRST
Locally baked sourdough • Dukkah • Olive Oil • Balsamic

• SECOND
Lobster roll • House-made milk bun • Citrus • Fennel

• THIRD
Hand-tied burrata • Roast stone fruit • Prosciutto • Hazelnut

• FOURTH
Ribeye steak -- Chimichurri • Red wine jus

OR
Salmon en papillote -- Salmon baked in parchment • Tomato

Brandy butter fettuccine • Mussels • Clams

Served with Crispy kip�er potatoes • Crème fraiche • Lemon
Chargrilled broccolini • Con�t garlic • Black pepper

Lunch & Dinner at Amaroo Retreat & Spa 

An intimate �ve-course dining experience crafted for romance,
indulgence and connection.

FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2026
Lunch | 11:30am - 2:30pm –A long, indulgent lunch surrounded by nature

Dinner | 5:30pm - late – A once-a-year evening of romance and atmosphere

• DESSERT
A chocolate �nale to share

Baked chocolate tart • Miso banana • Peanut brittle Milk chocolate 
crème brülée • Malt milk biscuit

Whipped white chocolate • Honeycomb • Orange

$120 PER PERSON
INCLUDES A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF BUBBLY ON ARRIVAL

OPTIONAL WINE PAIRING
PERFECTLY MATCHED TO EACH COURSE

$40 PER PERSON

hocolateeee 

ARRIVAL

D

d wit
Chargrille

THE EXPERIENCE


