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Matthew Petch is remembered as a gentleman whose kind nature was reflected in
the care he had for family, students and the safety of others.

INatthlew Fetct -

A SERVICE in January remembered Kal-
amunda resident and volunteer firefight-
er Matthew Nigel Petch who community
members say was a true gentleman.

Mr Petch was born on February 23, 1984
and died on January 11 this year.

The Kalamunda volunteer bush
fire brigade said they remem-

bered Mr Petch as a much o
loved son, brother, hus- e
band, father and giant to V4
many in Kalamunda and

beyond.

“Firstly, as a teach-
er to many children
over the years, many
parents at the brigade )
can attest to that as he
taught our children
and grandchildren
(and) he was adored
as a teacher,” a brigade
spokesperson said.

“The parents loved
him because of his ability
to nurture their child and to
connect with the child and the
parent through his calm and caring
nature.

“He touched the lives of us at the Kalamun-
da volunteer fire and rescue team through his
humble, caring, humorous nature.

“He had a high work ethic, willingness, very
dedicated and happy to pass on this knowl-
edge to newcomers.”

Mr Petch received the Captain’s Award in
2017 and served as the brigade’s training co-
ordinator for several years.

Three years after he joined, he volunteered
to join a task force that was being sent to
Queensland to fight fires in the region.

Mr Petch was considered experienced
enough as he also had three years’ experience
prior to joining the Kalamunda volunteer bush
fire brigade.

In 2021 he received a national emergency
medal for his service in Queensland and also
a five-year medal as a member of Kalamunda
volunteer bush fire brigade.

After eight years’ service and with great
reluctance he decided to resign from the bri-
gade, which was his passion, and selflessly de-
vote more time to his own children who were
his first consideration.

The spokesperson said the brigade was re-
luctant to see him go but completely under-
stood his decision and fully supported him.

“He knew he would have been welcomed
back with open arms when that time came,”
they said.

“The officers at the time considered him
a future captain of the brigade as he had the
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knowledge, acumen and the personality to be
a good leader.

“We are all devastated at his passing and
devastated for his family and bitterly disap-
pointed that his illness wasn’t recognised and

supported just because he was a volun-
teer.”
Mr Petch’s brother Jonathan

life defined by quiet integ-
rity, deep love for family,
unwavering service to
others, and a rare gen-
tleness of spirit.
“Matthew was a
gentleman in the truest
sense of the word, not
in a loud or perform-
ative way, but in the
way he lived his life
and treated people,” he
said.
“Helping others was
his language of love.
“If something needed
fixing, lifting, or sorting out,
Matt was the first call, and the
one who always turned up.

“He ran towards danger so that others
could be safe, never for praise, but because it
was the right thing to do.”

Jonathan said his brother was a father who
made his family proud through the merit of his
character, outshining even his achievements,
and exemplifying a life lived full of love in his
heart for others.

“Matt’s love for (his wife) Helen was steady
and unwavering — a partnership built on re-
spect, presence, and deep devotion,” he said.

“His last conscious act was to lean towards
his wife and kiss her goodbye.

“(He) didn’t just teach lessons; he taught
children how to feel seen, valued, and capable.

“Teaching wasn’t just a job to him, it was a
calling, and his kindness reached far beyond
the classroom.

“As my brother, Matt was my constant (as)
a steady presence, a calm voice, and a place of
warmth and guidance.

“Although he was the youngest, in so many
ways Matt was the one we all looked up to.

“When the system failed him, Matthew
turned his experience into purpose.

“He became an advocate to ensure fairness
and protection for others.

“In every role he held, son, husband, father,
teacher, firefighter, friend, Matt was the same:
principled, generous, and profoundly kind.

“When we ask what the word gentleman tru-
ly means, we no longer have to wonder.

“We knew one, we loved one, and his name
was Matthew.”
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Kalamunda vollies slam lack of consultation

GUANHAO CHENG

KALAMUNDA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service
(KVFRS) members say there is little confidence from
the brigade in a Department of Fire and Emergency
Services (DFES) move to switch to a type 2 vehicle due
to a lack of consultation, collaboration and transpar-
ency.

KVFRS captain Tony Moiler and lieutenant Stuart
Buckett said the choice to replace the brigade’s ageing type
1 appliance with a type 2 vehicle is incongruent with the
area’s risks increasing significantly over the past 25 years.

“The result is the community ends up with an appliance
that is less than what we had before,” Mr Moiler said.

“The type 2 is new (and) it won’t be used anywhere else
in the metropolitan area and for some reason they’ve de-
cided to deploy it in Kalamunda even though we are a first
response brigade and have had the equivalent of a type 1
for the past 40 years.”

A DFES spokesperson said the agency will provide Kal-
amunda with a new Volvo urban pump type 2 appliance
valued at approximately $950,000.

“(This) meets operational requirements and provides an
enhanced capability,” they said.

“The new appliance type was designed with input from
experienced volunteer and career firefighters to ensure it
was fit for purpose, including the selection of the cab chas-
sis.”

However, the brigade said the decision creates a situation
where residents on one side of Kalamunda Road would re-
ceive a type 1 response from Midland or Welshpool sta-
tions, while their neighbours across the street would re-
ceive a type 2 response from Kalamunda.

“You’ve got neighbours who look across at each other
from their front door, but one’s going to get one piece of
life-saving fire appliance come in an emergency, and the
other one’s going to get something that was built different-
ly and a bit cheaper and less,” Mr Buckett said.

The brigade learned of the decision in December last
year during a meeting about an unrelated matter.

“We were contacted sort of out of the blue and just told,
‘Hey, let’s catch up about something else,” and then in that
meeting we got told, ‘Oh yeah, elephant in the room, you

Kalamunda Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service members are first responders in the area.

guys need a new vehicle, we think it should be this’,” Mr
Buckett said.

“And pretty much in that meeting we were told there was
no chance of anything else.”

When the brigade requested further discussion, DFES
presented data that “conveniently showed Covid (statis-
tics),” demonstrating a dip in call numbers.

However, Mr Buckett said the brigade is more con-
cerned with the severity and risk of fires rather than their
frequency.

The brigade said there were significant increases in risk
factors for firefighters in Kalamunda.

Commercial properties in their response area have more
than doubled from 280 to 630 since their current vehicle
was commissioned in 2001.

The area now included multiple high-rise buildings
where previously there were none, and more than a dozen
facilities requiring fire system boosting.

“We’ve now more than double the number of commer-
cial properties, and commercial properties is probably one

of the leading causes for the difference between a type 1
and type 2,” Mr Buckett said.

The DFES spokesperson said feedback from other VFRS
brigades provided with urban pump type 2 appliances had
been overwhelmingly positive and noted the new model
could carry a crew of six, as opposed to five in the KVFRS’
current appliance.

“Given the large membership of Kalamunda VFRS, this
will mean more volunteers can respond to incidents,” the
spokesperson said.

“Additional response numbers will also enhance struc-
tural firefighting and breathing apparatus operations.”

However, Mr Buckett said additional crew capacity was
not the issue, as neighbouring stations could provide extra
personnel within minutes if needed.

“It’s not so much that we need more people at incidents,
and if we do, within a few minutes, we’ll have two other
trucks from our neighbouring station with another any-
where from five to seven or so, maybe even 10,” he said.

Cont. p6
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BULLSBROOK residents are calling for urgent
action to address chronic power outages that are
impacting daily life, local businesses, and put-
ting vulnerable community members at risk.

Bullsbrook resident Amy Silvestro said she pur-
chased her Perth Hills home in May last year and
experienced her first planned outage shortly after
moving in.

“We were warned by many about frequent power
outages, both planned and unplanned,” she said.

“Our first planned power outage occurred shortly
after we moved in.”

The issue has become particularly pressing for
Mrs Silvestro and her husband, who run an auto
glass business from their property.

The outages have repeatedly disrupted their abil-
ity to work and serve customers.

“There have been so many times that this has
prevented me from being able to do my day-to-day
work,” Mrs Silvestro said.

She said what made the outages especially chal-
lenging was their knock-on impact.

“Bullsbrook is a small, closeknit community, and
even in the short time we’ve lived here, you get to
know people,” she said.

“You hear them in the chemist, supermarkets,
service stations and on the community pages all
voicing their concerns and how it affects them.

“Bullsbrook also has many older residents, par-
ents with young families, etcetera, who may not be
able to drive or have the means to leave their home
on a hot day without electricity.

“It’s left us feeling that no one is listening to our
concerns and not knowing either who to speak to or
how to address it to try and take it further.”

The response to the reports of power outages has
been mixed with some community members ac-
tively contacting the local government, news out-
lets and using social media to voice concerns, but
others have learned to live with it.

Long-time residents often suggest buying a gen-
erator to cope with outages, although other resi-
dents have rejected this advice due to prohibitive
costs.

“Many properties in the area, including mine,
lose access to running water when the power goes
out, as we rely on water pumps,” Mrs Silvestro
said.

“The outages affect local businesses, small busi-
nesses in the area, those who work from home and
their abilities to earn an income.

“Food spoilage, fuel to run generators, driving to
another area, family or friends, and having to eat
out are all extra expenses associated with these out-
ages, not to mention the stress of it all.”

A Western Power spokesperson said they were
aware of the community’s frustrations and under-
stand recent outages have been inconvenient.

“We always work to restore power as quickly as
possible, with the safety of the community and our
crews the priority,” the spokesperson said.

Bullsbrook’s widely dispersed population and
fire-prone terrain present unique challenges.

Power lines traverse bushfire-risk areas, and
during summer months, requiring Western Power
to adjust network protection settings to reduce fire
risk, which can extend restoration times as crews
must patrol lines before restoring power.

“The cause of the outages has been varied includ-
ing lightning, storms, vegetation impacting the net-
work, and equipment damage,” the spokesperson
said.

Swan Hills MLA Michelle Maynard said she was
also aware of the issue and confirms that she has
been contacted by residents.

“I am working closely with the minister and rel-
evant agencies to seek clarity on the cause of the
outages and to ensure that steps are being taken to
improve reliability and prevent further disruptions
where possible,” she said.

“I will continue to advocate strongly on behalf
of the Bullsbrook community and keep residents
informed as more information becomes available.

“I understand how frustrating and disruptive this
has been for local residents and businesses.”

Mrs Silvestro says more needs to be done as the
suburb continues to expand.

“Bullsbrook is the picture of perfection, it’s a
beautiful place that’s set to grow and grow, but if
that’s the case, something needs to be done.”

City of Swan
Bring more green

to your garden.
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Apply for the City of
Swan’s Free Trees and
Plants Giveaway by
March 27, 2026.*

*unless allocations have been exhausted earlier.
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YACWA
Oz Day
reflection

Dear Echo News,

YACWA does not ob-
serve January 26 as a
celebration, but rather
a day of reflection and

mourning.

We stand with First
Nations people and
continue to work to-
wards  reconciliation
this day and every day.

We acknowledge

ECHO 070624L
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that for many Aborig-
inal and Torres Strait
Islander communities,
January 26 represents
the ongoing impacts of
colonisation, including
the dispossession of
land, loss of culture and
language, and the pro-
found grief associated
with genocide and his-
torical injustice.

We recognise these
challenges continue
today through inter-
generational  trauma,
disproportionate  rates
of incarceration, the re-
moval of children from
their families, systemic
health inequities, and
the desecration of sa-
cred sites and Country.

We also acknowledge
the hurt First Nations
people may feel at this
time due to continued
debate of the date.

In our ongoing com-
mitment to reconcilia-
tion, YACWA continues
to work to amplify the
voices of, and advocate
for the rights of First
Nations young people.

We prioritise working
alongside First Nations
people to create a more
culturally  responsive
and inclusive society.

We remain commit-
ted to listening, learn-
ing and advocating for
change and are dedicat-
ed to walking alongside
First Nations people in
the ongoing journey
toward accountability,
justice, and equity.

WA Youth Affairs
Council

Artificial
turf
debated

Dear Echo News,

I found the article on
the push to get the City
of Swan to ban synthet-
ic turf very interesting,
for several reasons.

We have synthetic
turf in our back garden
and natural grass in the
front garden and I might
add, in reference to the
comment about houses
with artificial grass al-
most always having no

Thought for the day

“Fools laugh at others. The wise laugh with
others. The wisest laugh at themselves.”

- Maxime Lagacé

trees, we probably have
more trees than most
people.

The main differences
between synthetic and
real lawns are that syn-
thetic turf requires no
maintenance, other than
the occasional raking of
debris, in other words,
cost free, as against the
real lawn requiring con-
stant care and attention,
from water through fer-
tiliser to weeding and
mowing.

Yet it still doesn’t
look as good as the fake
stuff, to the point where
we are giving serious
thought to ripping the
front lawn out and put-
ting in synthetic.

I do agree that fake
lawn by itself looks
exactly what it is, but
plant trees and shrubs
and flowers around the
borders, put pots and a
fountain or something
similar on the synthetic
and it gets very hard to
tell whether it’s fake,

or an exceptionally
well-maintained  real
lawn.

We have no problems
with the synthetic lawn
getting too hot and
smelling and we have a
large dog, who is very
happy to sunbath out
on the fake turf, plus a
plethora of birdlife liv-
ing in our trees, or com-
ing to visit, all feeding,
resting and utilising the
birdbaths and fountains.

I did have to smile
at Mayor Richardson’s
suggestions regarding
greening verges with
native plants as a water-
wise initiative — we’ve
been wanting to do that

with our verges as we’re
on a corner block.
However, when 1

rang the city seeking
information on where
utility services were
buried, I was told that
information wasn’t
available, but warned I
needed to be careful of

where I dug.

When 1 asked if it
would be possible to
get some assistance in
digging holes in the
side verge, I was told
a previous owner had
requested the verge be
compacted and there
was nothing the city
was prepared to do.

If the city has no in-
terest in our planting
native vegetation on
the verges, I see no rea-
son to consult them on
whether I lay synthetic
turf on my front lawn
— is the city going to
assist with the cost of
water for a real lawn?

Which segues into
the initial upkeep of a
native garden.

There is no doubt a
native garden is a bril-
liant way to go for verg-
es and gardens alike
— food for pollinators,
birds and other mam-
mals and a more natural
WA look than the usual
cottage gardens most of

us plant.
However native
plants and trees do

require extensive wa-
tering for the first few
years and gardeners are
heavily penalised for
anything deemed ex-
cessive water use.

I have no objection
to paying for the water
we use (‘user pays’ is
a sound and just prin-
ciple), but why should
I pay a lot more for the
necessary water, (penal-
ty rates) if, as the mayor
suggests, ['m “creating
a cooling effect ... pro-
viding habitat for local
wildlife ... being bene-
ficial for human health
and wellbeing and im-
proving aesthetics”?

I’'m not suggesting
the use of water be carte
blanche, but the state
government should
make allowances (not
penalise) for people
who wish to green the
state.

That leaves (no pun
intended), trees.

So, we put in trees,
which everyone agrees
is a wonderful initiative,
for many reasons, but
when they reach matu-
rity, there’s a $1000 to
$2000 trimming cost
every couple of years,
as they get too close to
power lines!

Here, it would be
remiss of me not to
compliment the City of
Swan on their excellent
provision of free green
waste collection.

It’s very easy to see
there is no incentive to
create or establish na-
tive verges, just by driv-
ing along almost every
street — at this time of
the year, everything is
dead.

The lack of interest
from the City of Swan is
disheartening enough if
you’re an owner, there
is absolutely no incen-
tive for anyone renting
to bother.

G Ross
Swan View

Thanks for
market
promo

Dear Echo News,
Thank you so much
for helping to spread
the word about our re-
cent community event
The Really Really Free
Market.

We had so many of
your readers attend our
market.

A lot of stuff was di-
verted from landfill.

We appreciate all
that you do in helping
to promote our frugal
event as we have no
budget for advertising.

Many thanks and
wishing you a fabulous
2026.

Transition Town
Guildford

The Echo reserves the right to
edit letters l/'or leng?h, legal rea-
sons or clarity. The opinions
expressed do not necessaril,
reflect those of the Echo. All
letters must contain the au-
thor’s full name, address and
phone number for verification
purposes.
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Partial Midiand line closure to make way for new station

The long awaited and almost completed new Mldland Traln Station will be offically opened later next month Plctures Guanhao Cheng

PART of the Midland Line has been temporarily shut
down to allow for critical finishing works to take place
ahead of the opening of a brand-new, state-of-the-art
Midland Station on Sunday, February 22.

Train replacement bus services are operating during the
31-day partial shutdown, stopping at all train stations be-
tween Bassendean and Midland. Trains will continue to
operate between Bassendean and Perth.

The temporary closure will allow for the demolition
of the existing Midland station and the connection of the
new station to the rest of the rail network.

The new station has been built to the east of the current
station and features a pedestrian overpass connecting the
north and south sides of the rail corridor, a kiosk, passen-
ger toilets, two bike shelters, and a new bus interchange.

Demolition of the existing station is expected to take
place between now and January 31.

To help facilitate these works, the Morrison Road level
crossing will also be closed for the length of the shut-
down, with traffic management in place to help road users

navigate through the area.

A community celebration to mark the opening of the
new Metronet Midland Station will be held on Sunday,
February 22, with family-friendly activities including free
sausage sizzles, food trucks, entertainment and music.

Midland MLA Steve Catania said the completion of the
new Midland station will mark an exciting new chapter
for the community.

“I look forward to celebrating this milestone with
everyone on February 22. I'd like to thank the local com-
munity for their patience over the shutdown period whilst
these critical works are completed.

“I encourage users of the Midland Line and Morrison
Road level crossing to plan their trips in advance and al-
low for extra travel time.”

Hasluck MP Tania Lawrence said the new Midland train
station was another example of the investments that both
federal and state Labor governments are making to ensure
the community has the modern infrastructure needed in
the growing corridor.

“The final works over the next month will ensure the
new station opens ready to serve the community for dec-
ades to come, and I thank the community for their under-
standing.

“I look forward to celebrating another delivered com-
mitment with locals in February.”

Acting Transport Minister Dr Tony Buti said the open-
ing of the brand-new Midland station was less than a
month away.

“Before it can open, some essential final infrastructure
works need to be completed, including demolition of the
existing station.

“This temporary shutdown is necessary to complete this
incredible project for Midland, and we thank commuters
for their patience and understanding during this time.”

The new Midland Station is the final Metronet rail pro-
ject that was committed to at the 2017 election to be com-
pleted.

For more information or to plan your journey, visit the
Transperth website or download the Transperth app.

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Backyard Buddies

Your monthly guide to pests, weeds and diseases

European wasp survelllance in full swmg

The annual hunt to detect and
eradicate European wasps
(Vespula germanica)from WA is
in full swing!

The European wasp is a declared pest and must

be reported. The early detection of this species is
critical to preventing its permanent establishment and
spread. This 2025/26 season is heating up and there
are nests being located and destroyed across the
Perth Metro, Albany (Mira Mar/Spencer Park), and
Napier. Active monitoring continues in Bunbury and
Geraldton due to prior outbreaks.

These are huge areas to monitor, so please keep your
eyes peeled and report anything suspect.

What to look for

There are similar looking black and yellow wasps in
WA, so look for these key characteristics:

» Scavenging on human food and drinks, fruit like
grapes, apples and stone fruit, pet food, and
roadkill/dead rats etc.

* Nest underground - nests are HUGE, grow larger
than a basketball in a single season, and have a
small (golf ball sized) entrance hole.

» Completely black antenna.

» Legs up in flight (rear legs don’t dangle).

LY .

European wasps have been observed foraging for water at a public swimming pool and scavenglng on a meat and vegetable stew.

Common detections

There are many everyday activities that take place
where people have detected and reported European
wasps. These include:

» Scooping the pool — finding drowned wasps.

+ Cleaning fish — seeing scavenging wasps flying
around fish cleaning stations.

 Barbecuing / picnicking / eating at outdoor café/

Learn more or report

For more information about the eradication
program and how to differentiate visit
www.dpird.wa.gov.au/businesses/pests-
weeds-and-diseases/animal-pests-
diseases/pest-insects/european-wasp/

or contact our Pest and Disease
Information Service (PaDIS).

restaurants — seeing wasps land on food and drinks.

» Feeding pets — wasps often land
on pet bowls or dog bones, often
disrupting pets feeding.

* Drinking from a water fountain —
seeing wasps foraging for water.

Report your observations

MyPestGuide® Reporter via app or
online mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

Pest and Disease Information Service
(08) 9368 3080 | padis@dpird.wa.gov.au
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PERTH Film Studios’ completion has been announced by
the state government but questions remain over whether
the world class facility will benefit local independent film-
makers in the hills and Swan region, or primarily serve
to attract major interstate and international productions.

Perth Hills based production company Playtime Motion
Pictures director and producer Steven J Mihaljevich said
while the Malaga facility will benefit crew and actors, the
reality for independent filmmakers working with modest
budgets remains uncertain.

“This is the million dollar question that has plagued us WA
indie directors and producers for a while now,” he said.

“The truth is we don’t really know.

“We know that bigger scale productions will create great
opportunities for WA crew and actors which is amazing.

“We know that big overseas productions will create buzz
and excitement in our community, but what will it honestly
do specifically for WA indie directors?”

Mr Mihaljevich said he was concerned the new arrival may
possibly make things more difficult than they already were.

Mr Mihaljevich has produced The Xrossing in 2020, Vio-
lett in 2023, and his newest film Shed which was shot entire-
ly in the Perth Hills and currently screening at festivals.

He said the facility’s high-end specifications suggest pric-
ing will target bigger productions, potentially pricing out in-
dependent filmmakers.

“I would assume that because the Malaga studios are built
up to Hollywood spec and standard and given such a facility
was very costly to build, prices will be high - targeting higher
end productions,” he said.

A state government spokesperson said the facility repre-
sents a new chapter for the industry.

“The Perth Film studio is world-class and will welcome
the first of many productions, including local productions, as
anew era for the WA screen industry will begin,” the spokes-
person said.

“The construction of Perth Film Studios will provide real
career pathways, provide work and training for actors, cam-
era operators, costume and set designers, sound and lighting
technicians, video editors, makeup artists and many other
roles.”

However, Mihaljevich said most independent films in
Perth operate on budgets ranging from $5000 to $250,000,
with the majority sitting under $80,000 making high-end stu-
dio hire prices nearly impossible to afford.

“Most of us indie filmmakers write our scripts with budg-
ets in mind; or that can be feasible to produce on a shoe-
string,” he said.
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The Perth Films Studios is ready for busmess but no scheduled productlons at the facility have been an-

nounced. Picture: Guanhao Cheng

“Then, we somehow try to work magic to try and make it
emulate the look of something with a million dollar budget
or five.”

Mr Mihaljevich said his film Violett had a fairly decent
budget for an independent production but fell nowhere near
the $1 million mark, yet the team managed to create some-
thing that looks really good.

“Without a substantial budget, something always falls
short,” he said.

“No one except true indie filmmakers really understand
just how difficult, and painfully excruciating this can be par-
ticularly when many ‘cinegoers’ or critics are unable to judge
a film in the merit or context of how they were made.”

The filmmaker said he was concerned about the challenges
facing mid-career practitioners who have proven their ability
to make quality films but struggle to secure ongoing support.

“Large scale productions are not going to hire a Perth di-
rector (as) they already have one in mind,” he said.

“It will be more difficult for the mid-career practitioners I
suspect, but believe me, I hope I am wrong.”

Mihaljevich revealed that despite producing three inter-
nationally award-winning feature films that have obtained
distributors, had limited theatrical releases, and sold out
screenings with audiences returning multiple times, none of
his films received government funding.
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“We have been rejected by Screenwest
close to 10 times, even after building a
strong track record,” he said.

“Every film I have directed; has been
privately funded, and here’s the clincher,
80 per cent of that funding was from in-
terstate.”

He said government institutions offer
better incentives for first-time directors or
veteran practitioners, leaving mid-career
filmmakers in a funding gap.

“This is why so many indie filmmakers
(who are) passionate and determined, take
matters into their own hands, trying to
make films for $20,000,” he said.

“It’s ludicrous — out of these films come
a stack that won’t go past a local viewing
for family and friends, but some are really

good, and disappear into exile.”

The state government spokesperson emphasised the facili-
ty’s benefits for the Swan and Perth Hills community.

“The north-east corridor of Perth is continuing to grow and
major projects like the Perth Film Studios create great local
job opportunities for the local community,” they said.

Mr Mihaljevich said several changes could help independ-
ent filmmakers benefit from the new facility, including spe-
cial rates, programs splitting funding across more projects
with smaller amounts, and completion funding programs.

“As long as projects have a clear pathway to market and
distributors in place, we could split the programs up so that
there are more options but less funding for each,” he said.

“Create more options for matched funding or completion
funding programs.

“So many quality films just need that last piece of fund-
ing to complete their films in the best way, but the programs
make it very difficult for filmmakers.”

He warned that without proper support structures, the Mal-
aga studios could create an even bigger division in funding
and quality.

“There is zero sustainability for indie filmmakers, and if
we continue down this path, the Malaga studios could cre-
ate an even bigger division in funding and quality - possibly
driving mid-career practitioners out of the industry altogeth-
er, or leaving their own state,” he said.

Despite his concerns, Mr Mihaljevich said he acknowl-
edged that Screenwest offers more opportunities than many
overseas government institutions and expressed hope that of-
ficials are considering these issues.

“I am hopeful that our government is discussing some of
these considerations,” he said.

Mr Mihaljevich said the facility could help directors re-
alise their visions if budgets allow and may provide oppor-
tunities for WA producers, particularly if overseas projects
require Australian authenticity.

“It may even motivate government institutions to bring
more support to well performing and proven mid-career
filmmakers who have been working tirelessly for decades,”
he said.

“We can only hope and keep the faith.

“Good luck to all WA filmmakers and I wish them every
chance of success.”

From p3

The DFES spokesperson said Kalamunda VFRS
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had requested a 10-year-old appliance as a replace-
ment vehicle, but the brigade said they suggested this
option only after being told a type 1 was not avail-
able.

“It doesn’t have to be a new one,” Mr Buckett said.

“We said, ‘You know, we don’t mind if it’s seven
years old because we know that they were looking at
trying to rotate them’.”

Mr Moiler said a type 1 vehicle built specifical-
ly for Kalamunda two years ago has been sitting at
the Forrestfield training academy and was never re-
leased to the brigade.

“All of a sudden, this vehicle that was built specif-
ically for Kalamunda now suddenly isn’t available
for our brigade,” he said.

The brigade said they were seriously concerned
about maintaining consistent capability across the
metropolitan area as risks increase and not the type
2 vehicle’s quality.

“From our understanding this type 2 doesn’t actu-
ally do that,” Mr Buckett said.

“It doesn’t increase our capability and capacity to
match the increasing and growing risk.”

The brigade said DFES has not brought a type 2
vehicle to Kalamunda to test whether it can handle
the area’s steep driveways and hilly terrain.

“It’s inconceivable that they haven’t even brought
one up the hill to even see how it even runs or drives
and pulls up some of the roads and hills in Kalamun-

Kalamunda Volunteer Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice members are first responders in the
area. Picture: Facebook

da,” Mr Moiler said.

The Kalamunda brigade serves a gazetted fire dis-
trict covering approximately 24,000 residents.

Mr Moiler said he definitely did not want the issue
to become a debate about the actual vehicles them-
selves, but the process with which the decision was
handled that sends out the message that lack of trans-
parency and collaboration was acceptable.

“We just can’t see the justification for the commu-
nity of saying that all of a sudden it can be down
spec’d while the risks have increased,” he said.

“It just doesn’t make sense.”

A petition against the change from type 1 to type 2
can be accessed via bit.ly/KalaVFRS
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Top silk joins fight to overturn
Boyagerring Brook charges

KING’S Counsel Mark Trowell KC has joined
the fight to overturn charges laid on Toodyay
farmer Tony Maddox for repairing a creek cross-
ing without knowing he had to apply for the min-
ister’s approval.

The appeal will be heard by the Supreme Court
on February 20.

Mr Maddox said he is hoping Mr Trowell’s expe-
rience will undo the precedent that could open the
floodgates for hundreds of others to be charged for
unknowingly breaching cultural heritage laws.

The charges were previously reported in Toodyay
heritage cases adjourned (Echo News, Feb 29,
2024) and Toodyay shire cops heritage charges
(Echo News, Feb 15, 2024).

The Shire of Toodyay had received four charges
of excavated, damaged, and otherwise altered an
Aboriginal site, alongside four charges of a person
who excavated, destroyed, damaged, concealed or
in any way altered any Aboriginal site.

Mr Maddox also faced a charge of a person who
excavated, destroyed, damaged, concealed or in any
way altered an Aboriginal site over a creek crossing
which was built to cross Boyagerring Brook.

“This is a case of bureaucracy gone mad. I’m hop-
ing Mr Trowell can help us put the whole thing to
bed, so no other West Australian landowner has to
suffer the same fate,” Mr Maddox said.

“l got permission from everyone I knew to
strengthen an existing creek crossing on my prop-
erty.

“I had no idea the Department of Planning, Lands
and Heritage had drawn a line around the tributary
on a map which effectively made it illegal to move a
rock or even a fallen tree branch.

“When I became aware, I offered to undo the
work but was told that would be illegal too!

“Like most landowners, I respect our cultural her-
itage and would never disturb historical remains or

Boyagerring Brook. Pié:ture: Gera kazakov

artifacts, but no one has ever suggested any exist on
my farm.

“After I bought the property, the department de-
cided that every tributary of the river is a cultural
site and, without consulting - or even informing -
any of the affected landowners, painted lines on a
map.

“I haven’t changed the watercourse or stopped its
flow — in fact I’ve planted 2000 trees and improved
the flow. Local elders told me the culvert doesn’t
offend them or interfere with the legendary Wagyl.

“It is good intentions gone very, very mad.

“We need all the help we can get to bring some
common sense to the issue of balancing the protec-
tion of Australia’s Cultural Heritage and landown-
ers’ use of their property,” Mr Maddox said.

Mr Maddox has a website to raise awareness and
help pay legal costs — please visit www.tonymad
dox.info

WAFarmers and the PGA are also providing in-
kind support to Mr Maddox to overturn the charges
because they say the precedent represents a clear
and present danger to all Western Australian land-
owners.

Australia Day honours for an
emergency seruices’ stalwart

Invasive Species Council citizen science coordinator Jess Ward-Jones with a bug

Picture: Hayden Starr.

Invasive species driving
decline in global insects

YOU might think of the bugs in your back-
yard — or the intruders in your home — as
pests.

But for Australia’s native insects, they are vital
workers, playing an essential role in pollination,
nutrient cycling and natural pest control.

New global research, the first of its kind, has
confirmed what scientists and conservationists
have long feared: invasive animals and plants are
driving dramatic declines in insect populations
worldwide.

The study found terrestrial insect abundance
has dropped by around 31 per cent, while species
richness has fallen by 26 per cent in areas affect-
ed by invasive species.

Groups such as bees, ants and true bugs are
among the hardest hit — undermining the natural
systems that support healthy landscapes and pro-
ductive agriculture.

“Insects are the backbone of nature — they
pollinate crops, recycle nutrients and keep eco-
systems functioning — and this research shows
invasive species are hollowing out that founda-
tion,” Invasive Species Council citizen science
coordinator Jess Ward-Jones said.

“This is exactly what we’re trying to highlight
through our national Bug Hunt citizen science
program, delivered in partnership with Inverte-
brates Australia and Australian Geographic.

“Bug Hunt encourages everyday Australians
to look, snap and report the insects they see in
their backyard, garden, schoolyard or local bush-
land using iNaturalist.

“Those observations provide critical informa-
tion to scientists about how our native insects are
doing, and they help us spot invasive species ear-
ly — before they spread and cause more damage.

“Most people don’t realise how powerful their
observations can be — a single photo can help sci-
entists track declines, understand pressures and
identify new threats.

“The good news is people can be part of the
solution by learning what’s around them, report-
ing what they see, and supporting stronger action
to stop invasive species.

“Protecting insects means protecting the
systems we all rely on, and Bug Hunt is a
simple way for Australians to help do that.”
To join the bug hunt campaign go to
www.bughunt.org.au

MIKE PEETERS

CAREER emergency services’ fire-
fighter Daryl Clohessy of Malaga
Fire Station has been awarded the
Australian Fire Services Medal
(AFSM) in recognition of his many
years of dedicated service.

Despite being confronted by trage-
dy on many occasions, Mr Clohessy
has turned these hard lessons into
lifelong commitments to preparation
and training.

Early experiences like calmly
leading a rescue team through a tri-
ple-fatality scene have motivated him
to earn 17 formal accreditations and
coach thousands of career and volun-
teer firefighters.

Mr Clohessy comes from a fire-
fighting family with his dad, two
uncles, three cousins and son all in-
volved with the WA Fire Brigade
over the years.

“My uncle joined the service in
1937 and my dad and another un-
cle signed up in 1945, directly after
WWIIL,” Mr Clohessy said.

After nearly four decades in emer-
gency services, Mr Clohessy has
been active in overhauling training
programs and updating critical equip-
ment, ensuring every responder un-
der his guidance is better equipped to
face the toughest calls.

Beyond the station, Mr Clohessy’s
hard work and compassion is also
evident in the Safer Seniors program
he launched in 1999 with the Bed-
ford/Morley Returned and Services
League (RSL).

The program delivers fire safety
checks, smoke alarm battery replace-
ments and welfare visits to elderly
veterans and widows.

FIRE & RESCUE

Mr Clohessy is ready for action
at the Malaga Fire Station.

Even now 26 years later he person-
ally supports new participants, while
safeguarding vulnerable seniors from
fire risks.

As a station officer he continues to
carry out the most difficult tasks, in-
cluding asbestos cleanup after factory
fires.

“I would also like to acknowledge
the importance of the team effort as
the involvement of the crew is para-
mount,” Mr Clohessy said.

He said he remembered the tragic
Boans Morley fire in 1986 before the
Galleria shopping centre was built.

“On this occasion the entire shop-
ping complex was razed to the ground
despite the best efforts of fire crews.”

Mr Clohessy’s roles over the years
include fire investigation, urban
search and rescue, assisting academy
instructors in their training, Juvenile
and Family Fire Awareness (JAFFA),
air operations, health and safety and
peer support.
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Onfarm DPIRD data sharing program
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A PICTURE is worth a thousand words is the prem-
ise of a new technology project to help farmers cap-
ture benefits and opportunities from sharing onfarm
data.

Data capture has become a key component of the con-
stantly evolving ag-tech sector, feeding data driven deci-
sion making aids, services and research.

Weather, crop performance, pest and disease surveil-
lance and production efficiencies are just some of the
data captured on farms through internet of things sen-
sors, monitoring and devices, as well as high-tech mod-
ern farm machinery.

Farmers can supply this information in the data mar-
ketplace to data service providers, such as public and
private sector research organisations and commercial
services and consultants.

One of the greatest risks and impediments to data shar-
ing is licence agreements, which can be long, compli-
cated and difficult to understand — eroding ownership,
transparency, trust and exposing farmers to legal liabil-
ity.

A Department of Primary Industries and Regional De-
velopment (DPIRD) project is underway, delivered by
The University of Western Australia (UWA), seeking
to overcome these barriers by creating simple licence
agreements based on pictures.

Known as ‘pictorial’ or ‘comic book’ contracts, these
agreements are distilled into a pictorial storyboard, mak-
ing complex information more accessible and easier to
understand and apply, without compromising the integ-
rity of the contract.

The three-year project is part of DPIRD’s eConnect+
project, which delivered the Extrata data sharing plat-
form — a digital courier service that securely transfers
data, encrypted end-to-end, from farmers to data service
providers and researchers.

eConnect+ project manager Darren Gibbon said pic-
torial contracts were the next step in helping farmers to
adopt data sharing and reaping the benefits.

“It is important for farmers, as data owners, to fully
understand what they are signing up to when reviewing
licence agreements with data service providers,” he said.

“Pictorial contracts are a legally binding, practical tool
to communicate complex information in a simple for-

UWA Professor Sharon Purchase, DPIRD project manager Darren Gibbon and UWA Professor Camilla
Andersen discuss research to develop pictorial contracts to aid the adoption of data sharing.

mat, which is more accessible and less time-consuming
and ambiguous.

“UWA will draw on leading experts in pictorial or
comic book contracts, across legal and intellectual prop-
erty, marketing and data governance to deliver a robust
product to help farmers engage in data sharing.”

The pictorial contracts will be developed in collabora-
tion with industry focus groups, initially concentrating
on mixed grain and sheep enterprises.

The contracts will be used by DPIRD’s Extrata data
sharing platform and available to farmers and data li-
censees.

Mr Gibbon said data collection and sharing had be-
come integral to modern farming businesses.

“Advances in science and agriculture production are
becoming increasingly reliant on data-driven informa-
tion, captured by farmers, stored by data collectors and

processed by third party data service providers,” he said.

“Extrata securely transfers this data using the highest
data security protocols, accredited under the National
Farmers’ Federation Farm Data Code.

“Unlike other data sharing services, Extrata does not
retain the data at any point, merely couriering the infor-
mation to a destination bound by a third party licence
contract.

“This means farmers can take control of their data —
who gets to use it, what for and for how long.

“Farmers can even bundle data using Extrata to send
to multiple service providers, making their digital infor-
mation work harder to support production decisions and
strategies.”

Farmers interested in participating in the Extrata early
adopter program can visit the DPIRD website and search
for ‘extrata’.
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Swan Repair Café secures
Railway Workshops home

BRAYDEN MOULD

THE Swan Repair Café has secured a permanent
headquarters at the historical Midland Railway
Workshops, marking a major milestone for the
local waste-reduction initiative.

After years of operating through pop-up events
and shared spaces, the volunteer-run repair hub has
established a fixed base at the former Boiler House
building.

The move, made possible through the generosity
of the Machinery Preservation Club of WA, saw the
space gifted to the group providing much needed
stability for its operations.

Swan Repair Café administrator Evie Whitlock
said the new home is a vital step in ensuring the
group can continue to serve the public effectively.

“As much as we thoroughly enjoyed travelling
around as a team, we found the biggest thing people
needed was consistency,” she said.

“The fact that we’ve now got a forever home, so
the community knows where we are and when we
are every single month is fantastic.

“We were also transporting all our equipment,
supplies, and everything else we needed to each lo-
cation.

“Being able to have a home we can store stuff has
made things so much easier for our volunteers.”

The café brings together skilled volunteers who
help residents repair broken household items, in-

cluding textiles, toys, electronics and furniture,
keeping usable goods out of landfill and passing on
practical skills.

The group’s goal is to combat the growing waste
produced by the population by teaching residents
how to repair items and keep them in circulation.

“We are becoming more of a throwaway society;
when something is broken, I can just throw it away
and buy something really quite cheap,” Ms Whit-
lock said.

“People are losing important skills that are trans-
ferable; you can learn how to repair one thing and
those skills can be used to do other things in life as
well.”

While current volunteers specialise in textiles, me-
chanical gears, and tech troubleshooting, the group
is calling out for new members to join the team.

“We’d love people to come and join and be a part
of the Swan Repair Café; any skills are welcome,
even if people just want to come down and be part
of the community,” Ms Whitlock said.

“In particular, we are calling out for sparkies or
people who can do electronic fixes... we get a lot of
people asking , ‘can you fix a toaster?’ or ‘can you
fix a kettle?” but we just don’t have anybody to sign
off on those repairs.”

Interested residents can volunteer by contacting
the group at swanrepaircafe@gmail.com or via their
Facebook page ahead of their 2026 launch next
month.

The group’s goal is to reduce waste by passing on technical repair skills to help keep

items out of landfill.
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Kalamunda Inner Wheel works to
eliminate gender-based wolence

LATE last year members of In-
ner Wheel, a global women’s
volunteer organisation, came
together to support the Orange
the World campaign aimed at
eliminating gender-based vio-
lence.

The United Nations’ based
campaign involves 16 days of
activity carried out globally with
Inner Wheel members wearing
orange to help raise awareness
and create safer environments for
women and girls.

Members also participated in
coffee mornings, walks, aware-
ness programs, and events to ed-
ucate communities and highlight
the issue.

A breakfast function at Gracie’s
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In support of the Orange the World campaign, Kalamunda
Inner Wheel members dressed in orange and attended a
breakfast function at a local cafe.

Cafe in Forrestfield was held on
the second day of the Orange the
World campaign to shine a light
on domestic violence.

“The club also raised $1620 at
the Kalamunda artisan market as
part of an annual event to raise
money for the club’s charity of
choice, the Koolkuna Women's

Refuge,” Kalamunda Inner Wheel
club secretary Lesley Steinbeck
said.

“This year we gave gift cards
worth $250 as Christmas presents
for the teenagers in residence
there.

“Teenagers often miss out at
Christmas, being too old for the

toys and lollies often donated.”

The club also ran a stall at the
Kalamunda markets for Orange
the World with orange balloons
and signs.

They also held a raffle for a
Christmas hamper to raise funds
for the Koolkuna Women’s Ref-
uge in Midland.

' eye on crime
Evade police incident through “IE Slllllll'lls

MIDLAND detectives have charged a 24-year-
old Ellenbrook man with multiple offences fol-
lowing a police chase that occurred on Sunday,
January 25.

WA Police say the accused allegedly stole a
black Range Rover from a residence in Middle
Swan between 12pm and 3.30pm on Sunday.

Officers later sighted the stolen car travelling on
Toodyay Road in Middle Swan.

rens in an attempt to stop the vehicle, however, it
is alleged the accused accelerated away.

A pursuit ensued as the man allegedly attempted
to evade police through the suburbs of Herne Hill,
Baskerville, Ellenbrook, Bennett Springs, Beech-
boro, and Morley.

It is further alleged the man drove recklessly by
travelling at speed, on the wrong side of the road,
and through red traffic control lights.

A tyre deflation device was deployed on Beech-
boro Road in Morley, after which the accused
allegedly drove a short distance before colliding
with a parked car on Mahogany Road.

The accused was located in the rear seat of the
vehicle and arrested.

The Ellenbrook man has been charged with reck-
less driving, failing to comply with a direction, no
authority to drive, possessing an edged weapon,
and stealing a motor vehicle.

He appeared in Perth Magistrates Court on Mon-
day, January 26, where he was remanded in custo-
dy and is scheduled to reappear on February 10.

DETECTIVES from Child Exploitation Oper-
ations have charged a 51-year-old Ellenbrook
l. man with seven alleged offences against chil-
dren.
It will be alleged between November 2025 and
E January 2026, the accused recorded in an ‘up-
:

E Police activated their emergency lights and si-

skirt” style, female adults and children in public
places in Ellenbrook, Burswood, Joondalup and
Perth.

It is further alleged a forensic analysis of elec-
tronic devices belonging to the accused identi-
fied various images and vision of child exploita-
tion material.

The 51-year-old man from Ellenbrook has
been charged with three counts of indecent acts
in public, two of indecent recording of a child
under 16 years, and one each of indecently re-
cording a child under 13 years and possessing
child exploitation material.

Sex crime division detective inspector Eamon
Flanagan said child exploitation operations em-

ploy every available strategy to lawfully and rig-
orously investigate individuals who commit on-
line child sexual offences in Western Australia.

“This investigation demonstrates the team’s
unwavering commitment to protecting children
and ensuring offenders are held accountable for
their criminal actions.

“Everyone has the right to feel safe in our com-
munity, without being secretly and immorally re-
corded for another person’s sexual gratification.
This investigation remains ongoing, and I urge
anyone with information relating to this matter,
to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
via www.crimestopperswa.com.au

“The WA Police Force acknowledges that re-
ports of offences against children are deeply dis-
tressing for the community. Protecting children
and ensuring their safety is our highest priority.

“Child sexual abuse is one of the most horrific
crimes imaginable. It destroys lives and leaves
lasting trauma for victims and their families.”

DETECTIVES from the serious and organ-
ised crime division are investigating a fire that
occurred in Ballajura on Thursday, January
15 believed to be linked to the illicit tobacco
trade in Western Australia.

About 4am, police received a report of a fire at
a premises on Illawarra Crescent.

Department of Fire and Emergency Services
attended and extinguished the fire, which caused
minimal damage.

The investigation remains ongoing.
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Police want anyone with information regarding the above incidents to call Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000 or you can make a report online at www.crimestopperswa.com.au

Anyone with any information regarding this
incident is asked to contact Crime Stoppers on-
line via www.crimestopperswa.com.au or by
calling 1800 333 000.

Reports can be made anonymously.

This incident is being investigated by Task-
force Maverick, which was established by WA
Police on November 24 in response to multiple
criminal damage by fire incidents at premises.

Inquiries indicate these incidents are linked to
the illicit tobacco trade in Western Australia.
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2340 Helena Valley
Rd

IGA Helena Valley
Torquata Blvde

HERNE HILL:

Herne Hill Village

Lottery Centre
777 Gt Northern Hwy

Swan Settlers Market Tania Lawrence Office
124 Lennard St 2/257 Gt Eastern Hwy

HIGH WYCOMBE: The Ritz Cafe

High Wycombe 16/27 Old Great

Village Shopping Northern Hwy

Kalamunda Rd
Newburn
Newsagency

47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA

120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:

City of Kalamunda

Railway Rd
Crabbs IGA

12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro
S/Centre

39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library

7 Williams St
Kalamunda
Newsagency

Haynes St
Nightingales
Pharmacy

123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre

21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store

5/21 Jinda Rd
LESMURDIE:

IGA Lesmurdie

241 Lesmurdie Rd
Sanderson Road S/
Centre

Sanderson Rd
MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets

5895 Great Eastern

Hwy
MAIDA VALE:

Hill View Public Golf
Course

350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA

Unit 2/31 Maida Vale

Rd
MIDLAND:
Baptistcare

1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre

307 Great Eastern

Hwy
City of Swan Admin.
Office

Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire

71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office

4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug
Store

243 Great Eastern

Hwy
IGA Supermarket

295 Great Eastern

Hwy
Midland Library

45 Helena Street
Midland Gate S/Cente

Food Hall Entry
Real Estate Plus

Shop 2/5 Junction

Parade
Swan Valley Fresh
Markets

Cnr Morrison Rd &

Keane St

MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena
McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty
2/1 Mundaring Weir
Rd
Coles Supermarket
Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Fresh
7110 Great Eastern
Hwy
Hills Seafood
4 \Wandeara Cres
Mundaring
Newsagency
7295 Great Eastern
Hwy
Mundaring Village
Shopping Centre
7295 Great Eastern
Hwy
Mundaring Visitors
Centre
7225 Great Eastern
Hwy
Shire of Mundaring
7000 Great Eastern
Hwy
PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General
Store
2170 Seaborne St
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel
|1_| 0895 Great Eastern

Caltex Service Station
96 Great Eastern Hwy
SOUTH GUILDFORD:

IGA Waterhall
9 Waterhall Rd

STONEVILLE:

Stoneville Fresh Food

Market
5345 Richardson Rd

STRATTON:

Stratton Park S/

Centre
O’Connor Rd

SWAN VIEW:

IGA Swan View
139 Morrison Rd

Swan View S/Centre
Marlborough Rd

THE LAKES

The Lakes

Roadhouse
Great Eastern
Highway

UPPER SWAN:

Vibe Roadhouse
1447 Great Northern
Hwy

WOOROLOO:

Wooroloo Liquor

& General Store
3775 Government Rd

YORK:

York Co-op
Avon Terrace

Castle Hotel
Avon Terrace

Privately owned & proudly independent
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Money lessons for any school age

GUANHAO CHENG

MONEY lessons that will shape chil-
dren’s financial futures often happen
outside the classroom, according to a
leading finance expert, with parents
playing a crucial role in filling the gaps.

The SCSA 2026 curriculum showed
financial literacy concepts covered from
primary school to Year 10 included needs,
wants, choices and consumer decisions.

Students were learning about oppor-
tunity cost and income flows by Year 7,
work, income, markets, pricing by Year
8, risk, taxation, and redistribution of in-
come by Year 9 and budgeting, planning,
financial safety by Year 10.

Swan Christian College principal Dar-
nelle Pretorius said students can benefit
from practical involvement at home in ar-
eas such as deciding and opening a bank
account based on interest rates and costs,
buying a car, emotional and behavioural
money skills, consumer traps and modern
financial risks.

“At primary level, opening and man-
aging a savings account, basic financial
literacy, commitment to savings goals,
managing pocket money, making wise
purchasing decisions and understanding
choices and sacrifices, coming to terms
with needs versus wants, are the most im-
portant financial lessons parents can rein-
force at home,” she said.

“At secondary level, becoming aware
of financial scams, personal financial pri-
vacy and identity protection, resume writ-
ing and part time job application process,
tax effects and requirements, superannu-
ation options and long-term consequenc-

es are important lessons to complement
what students learn at school.”

RMIT University finance professor and
deputy dean of research and innovation
Angel Zhong said while schools cover
foundational concepts like counting mon-
ey, simple budgeting, and understanding
bank accounts, the most important finan-
cial lessons come from real-world con-
text.

“The curriculum is a starting point but
lived experience, family conversations,
and real money decisions fill the most im-
portant gaps,” she said.

“Kids learn (the ability to wait for re-
wards) when they save for weeks to buy
the toy they’ve been eyeing, or when their
pocket money runs out mid-week (which
are) experiences that help them under-
stand that money doesn’t appear magical-
ly and choices have consequences.

“A teenager needing school shoes but
wanting the $200 branded pair opens the
door to discussions about value, priori-
ties, and shared responsibility.

“Schools understandably try to avoid
scenarios where students ‘fail” at money,
but at home, a $5 mistake like blowing
pocket money on stickers and regretting it
becomes a powerful, safe lesson that can
prevent a $5000 mistake in adulthood.”

In Years 1 to 4, students begin learning
about Australian currency and calcula-
tions in math-ematics which give them
the foundational skills needed to build fi-
nancial literacy but the growing cashless
model poses new problems to solve.

Dr Pretorius said children these days
have less exposure to coins and notes
with most exchanges being cashless and

RMIT flnance professor Angel Zhong says flhance Iessons at home are im-
portant to fill the knowledge gaps in the curriculum.

many children accruing pocket money on
debit cards.

“This then impacts how much practice
they have building those fundamental
money math skills,” she said.

Schools may touch on interest, but Pro-
fessor Zhong said young people often
only grasp its meaning when they start
using debit cards, encountering bank fees,
or accessing credit for the first time.

“Parents are in the best position to ex-
plain that interest earned on savings is
usually tiny, while interest paid on debt
can be significant,” she said.

Retirement savings and compound
growth are among the most powerful fi-

nancial concepts impacting a young per-
son’s future but are surprisingly rarely
covered in formal curriculum.

“Even small super contributions at age
18 can snowball into significant retire-
ment balances because of compounding,”
Professor Zhong said.

“Start talking openly about money in
simple, everyday terms.

“You don’t need to be a finance expert.

“What matters most is making money
a normal, ongoing part of family conver-
sations.

“Kids learn from what they see and
hear, not from perfectly structured les-
sons.”

LOCAL

BUY
LOCAL

SUPPORT

OCA

“Lets keep Jocal
people in work™

Support your local Business
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www.echonewspaper.com.au

Hour of POWBI' returns for 2026

ror i r - g
Speakers Kylie Moore and Greg Chaine. Picture: Matt Biocich

BUSINESSES across Swan are invited to kick
off 2026 with fresh insights from the health and
wellness sector at February’s Hour of Power
event, featuring two accomplished local busi-
nesspeople.

The Swan Chamber’s Hour of Power will show-
case two guest speakers both bringing valuable per-
spectives on building sustainable businesses in the
health industry.

Wellness Unleashed owner Kylie Moore has be-
come a familiar face at Hour of Power events, reg-
ularly attending and building strong connections
within the business community.

Her journey to establishing Wellness Unleashed
is a lesson in resilience and entrepreneurial deter-
mination.

Growing up in remote Australia and facing learn-
ing challenges including dyslexia and ADD, Ms
Moore spent years working in the mining industry
operating heavy equipment before embarking on a
complete career transformation.

After travelling around Australia with her chil-
dren, she made pivotal decision to pursue a new
direction, establishing Wellness Unleashed as a
centre focused on personal transformation and ho-
listic health.

Ms Moore’s business offers services ranging
from meridian work and meditation to wellness
products and therapeutic treatments, creating a
space for clients seeking respite from demanding
lifestyles.

Her community-oriented approach and commit-
ment to networking have made her a strong sup-
porter of community business initiatives

Joining her will be Manna Wellness director and
clinical psychologist Greg Chaine who recently
connected with the Swan Chamber and made his

R

mark as a 2025 Swan Business Awards winner in
multiple categories.

With degrees in psychology and philosophy, Mr
Chaine brings extensive experience from both hos-
pital settings and private practice to his business
venture, which he runs alongside his wife.

His professional background provides a unique
lens on business operations, particularly around
workplace wellbeing and sustainable practice man-
agement.

Mr Chaine’s approach integrates scientific meth-
odology with holistic health principles, informed
by his background as an elite tennis player who
briefly competed professionally.

This combination of athletic discipline and psy-
chological expertise shapes Manna Wellness’s
philosophy on achieving overall health and perfor-
mance.

February’s Hour of Power will explore how the
entrepreneurs have navigated health and wellness
industry-specific hurdles including regulatory re-
quirements, service delivery models, and building
client trust.

The health industry perspective offers valuable
lessons in customer relationships, service excel-
lence, and community engagement that translate
beyond the wellness space.

Both speakers are expected to share practical
insights on business development, overcoming
obstacles, and maintaining growth in competitive
markets.

Hour of Power provides a regular platform for
Swan region business owners to connect, share
experiences, and learn from industry peers while
building professional networks over breakfast.

The presentation will be held at 10.30am on Feb-
ruary 11 at the Crooked Spire in Midland.
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Horses at centre of mental health program

A new mental health training program using horses will start in Gidgegannup next month.

STUDENTS will learn alongside horses in a new men-
tal health training program starting in Gidgegannup
next month.

Equine Assisted Therapy Australia (EATA), a Queens-
land-based registered training organisation, will launch
its first WA cohort on February 17 offering counselling
students a unique 19-month course that incorporates a
nationally recognised counselling diploma with equine
assisted therapy (EAT).

Qualified mental health practitioners, who are interest-
ed in the role of horses in the therapy space, can also study
a specialised equine-assisted mental health course.

As part of their training, students study basic neuro-
science, equine ethology, trauma theory and trauma-in-
formed practice and different counselling modalities.

Students also participate in close to 300 hours of re-
sponsible and responsive equine interactions during
workshops including, learning how horses communicate
with their body language and the similarities between the
human and horse’s nervous system.

All interactions with the horses take place on the
ground, with no riding involved prioritising the horses’
natural behaviours, choice and wellbeing.

EATA director and founder Jane Faulkner established

the RTO in 2016 on the Gold Coast after she was ap-
proached by people who wanted to work in the equine
assisted therapy field.

Ms Faulkner said she identified a lack of professional
standards in Australia’s unregulated equine assisted thera-
py sector and went down the path of becoming an RTO to
offer nationally recognised and ACA-accredited training.

“We decided to bring EATA to WA because the demand
is genuine, the need is strong, and we want to make sure
local practitioners don’t have to travel interstate to access
the learning and support they deserve,” she said.

Ms Faulkner said she hopes an EATA training program
in WA will strengthen capability and confidence across
the equine assisted therapy sector.

“It will give people practical tools they can use immedi-
ately to build a shared approach to best practice and create
an ongoing network of support.

“Ultimately, it’s about better outcomes for individuals
and families, and a stronger, more connected workforce
across the state,” she said.

Equine assisted therapy has continued to grow in pop-
ularity as more people turn towards complementary and
alternative medicines (CAM) for a wide range of mental
health conditions - from high-functioning neurodiversity

Pulse growers urged to take
advantage of free seed tests

to complex post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Ms Faulkner said there were many reasons why horses
work so well in therapy.

“Horses are curious, they respond to us in the moment,
and for some people horses provide a safer way to be in a
relationship than people do,” she said.

“They don’t need you to talk, they don’t need you to
perform - they meet you exactly where you are.

“Horses are incredibly sensitive to our body language,
breathing and emotional energy, and they give immediate
feedback without judgement.

“For people who have experienced anxiety, trauma or
difficulty trusting others, it can make connection feel pos-
sible again.

“It creates space to practise calm communication,
boundaries and self-regulation in a way that feels natural
and supportive.

“All our students complete supervised hands-on prac-
tice with horses and clients, which includes the facilita-
tion of individual and group equine-assisted therapy ses-
sions.”

Final applications close on February 14 and for more
information about EATA, please visit www.equineassist-
edtherapy australia.com.au

WA pulse growers are encouraged to take action
now to protect their 2026 crops by taking advan-
tage of an offer for seed testing at no cost for high
risk viruses that could decrease yields, seed qual-
ity and profits.

The limited offer is available via the Department
of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(DPIRD) as part of a collaborative national project
with the Grains Research and Development Corpo-
ration (GRDC).

Up to 40 seed samples from WA will be tested for
cucumber mosaic virus (CMV) in lupins or lentils
and/or pea seed-borne mosaic virus (PSbMV) at no
cost, with testing limited to two 400 gram seed lots
per grower.

This national service is also available to growers
in South Australia, Victoria, Queensland and New
South Wales.

DPIRD project lead Ben Congdon said the testing
initiative not only alerted growers to any virus risks
but the data would support the surveillance compo-
nent of the research project.

“Testing seed lots for key viruses provides grow-
ers with a strong understanding of yield loss risk
from seedborne viruses,” Dr Congdon said.

“It is also a really good way for us to assess the
occurrence and degree of virus contamination across
national seed stocks, allowing us identify future risks
to crops impacted by these viruses.”

Sowing pulse seed infected with CMV or PSbMV
can result in infected seedlings being scattered ran-
domly within the crop.

Aphids can then pick up the virus from the infected
plants and spread it to nearby healthy plants, leading
to reduced plant health and yields, as well as further
virus infection in the harvested seed.

Previous DPIRD trials have shown viruses, like
CMV and PSbMYV, can cause major yield losses —
sometimes exceeding 50 per cent.

Research has identified PSbMV losses in field peas
can occur, despite a lack of visual crop symptoms.

“For seed-borne viruses, the most important man-
agement strategy is to sow clean seed — whether it is
commercially produced seed or seed growers have
grown themselves — because once the crop is sown,
these viruses are almost impossible to manage,” Dr
Congdon said.

ECHO...

SINCE 1985

LOCAL BUSINESS SUPPORTING LOCAL PEOPLE

Take advantage of our upcoming
exclusive Valentines Day
and Support Local Features

DPIRD research scientist Dr.Nazanin Nazet:i
and technical officer Jonathan Baulch sam-
ple seed for pulse diseases.

“By measuring the percentage of infected seed,
growers can make informed decisions about the seed
lot to manage the risk.”

SUPPORTYLOCAL
!FEATURE.
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In addition to the seed lot data, researchers on
the project have tested hundreds of crops across the
country, which will be used to understand the prev-
alence, genetic diversity and potential impact of vi-
ruses across different regions, crops and seasons.

The broad scope, five-year project also includes
research to better understand the impact of different
viruses and develop improved management tactics,

Gontact
Karon McCracken
08 9374 6610

DID YOU KNOW?

M Echo News is guaranteed to reach
your target audience - our printed
weekly edition reaches 35 suburbs
covering cities of Swan and

including i ticid licati le host

;Ié(s:i:t(aillnnc% .1nsec icide applications and durable hos karon.m@ Kalamunda, Town of Bassendean,
“This project will expand our knowledge of grain echo-news.com Mundaring Shire and the Avon Valley.

crop viruses, which will ultimately enable us to de- - .

velop improved strategies to manage them effective- | | fOF Iore details, YT EET [ LY W

ly,” Dr Congdon said.

GRDC manager diseases Alan Little said Austral-
ian grain growers faced virus threats that could be
invisible in their early stages and symptoms are often
mistaken for other stresses.

“By delivering reliable data on virus prevalence,
seed infection and insect movement, this project will
give growers timely warning signals and practical
control options so they can prevent infections, rather
than chase them,” Dr Little said.

To submit lupin, lentil and field pea samples email
DPIRD research scientist Dr Nazanin Nazeri naza-
nin.nazeri@dpird.wa.gov.au to request a seed testing
form. Testing results will be confidential.

with more than 3,000 subscribers to
our digital edition.

Always in front!

karon.m@echo-news.com | editorial@echo-news.com
Suite 4, 9 The Avenue, Midland | 9374 6666
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What's happening in the Shire

From the President

As we welcome the new year, | hope

you enjoyed special time with family and
friends and have stepped into 2026 feeling
refreshed. The Shire is gearing up for a
significant year, delivering more community
projects, local events and initiatives to
support a sustainable, thriving community.

Summer in the Perth Hills brings its own
challenges, with bushfire risk never far

from our minds. Our volunteer bushfire
brigades have already had a demanding
start to the season, and their dedication

to protecting our community is truly
appreciated. | encourage everyone to review
and practise their Bushfire Plan and stay
informed by signing up for our SMS alerts
and downloading the Emergency WA app.

On Australia Day we welcomed 30 new
Australians and honoured outstanding
volunteers at our Citizenship and Awards
Ceremony. Congratulations to all the
award nominees and a special thanks

to our winners William Pether, Joan
Quinn, Marjorie Moyle and Jane Brook
Catchment Group for your invaluable
volunteering contributions to our shire.

| also invite you to the Annual Electors’
Meeting at 6.30pm on 2 February in the
Council Chambers. This is your opportunity
to ask questions and put forward

motions for Council’s
consideration. Your
participation helps shape
the future of our Shire.

| hope to see you out
enjoying the best
of the Shire.

Paige McNeil

Shire President / | A
s
3 O January

Back to school: Wave Rave
4pm to 6pm e Bilgoman Aquatic Centre

End the holidays in style. This FREE event
features a DJ, games, a youth chill-out zone,
and the naming of the Bilgoman Diving Lady.
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Scan QR code or visit
mundaring.wa.gov.au/events

CONNECT WITH US
@shireofmundaring @

January 2026

Summer safety,

fire, heat and
community

Name to be revealed

We received over 200 name submissions
and over 1000 votes from the community
to name the iconic Bilgoman Diving Lady.
Join us at the Back to School: Wave Rave
on 30 Jan where Shire President Paige
McNeil will announce the winner.

02 February

Annual Electors’ Meeting 2026
6:30pm e Shire Admin Building

An opportunity for our community to ask
questions about Shire matters or propose
motions for Councils’ consideration.

Scan QR code or visit
mundaring.wa.gov.au/
council-meetings

(08) 9290 6666
shire@mundaring.wa.gov.au

Don't get summer fatigue

e February still brings high bushfire
risk, late summer fires are common,
so it's important not to switch off.

e Make sure your emergency plan is up-
to-date in the Emergency WA app.

e Encourage your community to keep
checking Fire Danger Ratings and bushfire
alerts through Emergency WA.

Stay connected

e Share local safety messages and look out
for those who may need extra support.

e Reach out to older adults, isolated
neighbours and anyone who might need
help during a bushfire or heatwave.

e DFES have just launched a new People
at Higher Risk page to support people
who may face extra challenges during
emergencies including older adults
and people with disabilities.

And, for local tips and resources, visit the
Engage Mundaring page or call 9290 6696
for a free personalised property inspection.

Billie - By Cam from Swan View. Short for
‘Bilgoman’ and a homage to the aquatic centre.

Bindi — By Jannina from Mahogany Creek.
Inspired by the Noongar word for ‘butterfly’.

Hilda — By Dallas from Darlington. German
for ‘warrior’ and a homage to the Hills.

O 8 February

Brew with a crew
8:30am e White's Mill & Grind, Stoneville

Ask questions, discuss simple ways to
prepare yourself and your home, get to
know the people behind the uniforms.

Scan QR code or visit
engage.mundaring.wa.gov.au

mundaring.wa.gov.au
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Perth Hills artist and photographer, herb-craft teacher, and keen gardener Georgia Efford is featured in a
new book, along with images from the book.

Memory friendly hook ‘A garden in Gooseherry Hill' launched

‘A GARDEN in Gooseberry Hill’,
the first book in a new dementia
friendly ‘Read and Chat’ series, fea-
turing seniors sharing their lifetime
passions has been launched.

The book features Perth Hills artist
and photographer, herb-craft teacher,
and keen and creative gardener Geor-
gia Efford (OAM).

In the book she shares her love of na-
ture through her vibrant photographs,
paired with her reflections on gardens
and gardening — simply expressed, but
profound.

Each page begins with a question, in-
viting chatting and reminiscence: How
does your garden cope with the heat of
summer? Are you a gloves gardener, or
bare hands? What do you grow to give
away? This design makes the book ide-

al for shared reading.

Mrs Efford’s garden has seen many
fund-raising events, and she received
an OAM for service to the internation-
al community through humanitarian
aid.

Proceeds from the book will go to
the grassroots Uthando Project, where
she was the former chief executive of-
ficer and coordinator.

She said there was a need for demen-
tia-friendly books, as people living
with dementia or other brain changes
may have been avid readers all their
lives, but now find it hard to focus,
or to remember content from page to
page.

Large print illustrated books, ideally
used in shared reading, can help main-
tain reading skills, create meaningful

connection and celebrate the wisdom
and experience of older adults.

They can also support stroke recov-
ery and provide easy reading for any-
one facing health challenges.

Book creators Mrs Efford and Clare
Harris, who has a Master’s degree in
education, writes under the pen-name
Unforgettable Notes, and is an adult
education author at The Book Next
Door, now creating accessible reading
materials with input from profession-
als in the dementia field.

Other series include Illustrated Clas-
sic Poetry, Read and Reminisce, Fun
Facts in Large Print, and Picture Books
with Light Verse.

The full colour, 40-page book retails
for $20 and is available from library
suppliers and Amazon.

PGI‘I Hills nlnetarv defence against aSFPI'PilIS Icture

Ve

Associate Professor David Coward’s unique experiences positions him to best explain Earth’s defence against

asteroids. Picture: ESA/P.Carril

THE Perth Observatory in the hills is set to host a lecture
on how experts find asteroids and defend the earth against
impact before it happens.

The extraordinary evening under the stars on January 31 will
bring one of Australia’s most distinguished astronomers to the
Perth community for a rare public lecture.

UWA Associate Professor David Coward will present Inside
the Planetary Defence Frontier, tackling the question of how we
find city destroyers before they find us.

Dr Coward’s career spans some of astronomy’s most ground-
breaking discoveries, uniquely positioning him to explain the
critical work of planetary defence.

He was part of the global team that first detected gravitational
waves which was a discovery that revolutionised the understand-
ing of the universe and earned him the prestigious breakthrough
prize in physics.

His research portfolio includes gamma-ray bursts, black hole
formation, and the development of cutting-edge robotic tele-
scopes.

As project lead for the Zadko Telescope in Western Austral-
ia, Dr Coward helped transform the state into a world-class hub

for transient astronomy. The telescope has captured pivotal as-
tronomical events, from the first light of colliding neutron stars
to tracking satellites and high-velocity space debris streaking
across Australian skies.

Most recently, Dr Coward was called upon by the NASA plan-
etary defence office and the international asteroid warning net-
work to help prepare for potential asteroid impact scenarios.

Through the Southern Hemisphere asteroid research consorti-
um, he’s working to detect dangerous 50—100m asteroids which
are capable of striking Earth with catastrophic consequences and
minimal warning.

The lecture will be held on the observatory’s back lawn creat-
ing an atmospheric setting perfect for contemplating our cosmic
neighbourhood.

Organisers recommend bringing outdoor chairs, picnic rugs, or
bean bags, along with blankets and warm clothing to stay com-
fortable throughout the evening.

Doors open at 5pm, with the lecture commencing at 8pm.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 for concession and children
aged five to 17 and can be purchased through the Perth Observa-
tory website.

ENTERTAINMENT

& GIG GUIDE

Your local Gig Guide

Lyric’s Bar

Furniture

From 7pm, Free

22 Lyric Lane Maylands

Woodbridge Hotel
Deadly Woodbines
From 8pm, Free

50 East St Guildford

Parkerville Tavern
Cush

From 6pm, Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Ben Graham

6pm — 9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Lyric’s Bar

Empire Blues Duo

From 7pm, Free

22 Lyric Lane Maylands

Parkerville Tavern
Leslie Hinton
Entertainment

From 6pm,

Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Woodbridge Hotel
Goodstock

From 8pm,

Free

50 East St Guildford

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Nathan Gaunt &

Howie Morgan
6pm-9pm,

Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Parkerville Tavern
Landslide

From 3pm,

Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Sunday Feb. 1 cont.

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Brown Sugar

5pm-8pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Woodbridge Hotel
Ryan Mathew

From 3pm, Free

50 East St Guildford

Lyric’s Bar

Merv Plays Folk

From 5pm, Free

22 Lyric Lane Maylands

Childlow Tavern
Live Music

12.30pm — 3.30pm
Free

4 Thomas St Chidlow

Tues February 3

Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing

From 6pm, Free

50 East St Guildford

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Smooth Groove
6pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Wed February 4

Childlow Tavern
Muso Jam Night with
Brett Hardwick
7.30pm till late, Free
4 Thomas St Chidlow

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

House Grooves
Presented by Fenton
Wilde

6pm-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing

From 7pm, Free

50 East St Guildford

Promote your event

ENTERTAINMENT

& GIG GUIDE

E _
oprion1 Large Display Banner

Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 2

Half Display Banner

Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 3

Free Text Listing

Contact Peter for more information
on 9374 6605 or
peter.lewis@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au
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@ Foothills Denture Clinic
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New full dentures & partial dentures
New implant retained over dentures
Denture repairs & relines
Sports mouthguards

FOOTHILLS

DENTURE

Phone CLINIC

9250 1733

for an appointment

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au
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We also deal with Veterans’ Affairs

and all health funds through HICAPS |@—H+Ef“’5—° hbif~= medibank

- ADVERTISING FEATURE

FOCUISONSENIONS:
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DENTURE

CLINIC -

108] 9250 173
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Personalised & professional
service (@ Foothills

AT Foothills Denture Clinic, denture repairs
can be done while you wait, and denture re-
lines are usually a same day service.

Father and daughter team Malcolm and
Raynee McArthur are both dental prosthetists’,
licensed to make all dentures including part
acrylic and metal dentures.

The clinic is a Medibank Private Members
Choice Provider and an HBF Members Plus
Provider.

Rebates are available from all other health
funds and we also deal with Veterans Affairs
and offer pensioner discounts.

Special arrangements can be made for coun-
try clients to reduce the number of visits.

The team are happy to discuss any difficulty
or query you may have with your denture — free
of charge — and offer a professional service at a
reasonable price.

For a free quote call 9250 1733.
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Pension Manager

Your Centrelink Specialist

~M

LANALY

L

Specialist Support for Centrelink
and Age Pension Matters

Dealing with Centrelink can be <+ Commonwealth Seniors Health
Card claims
ing and, in the last few months, < Home Equity Access Scheme

frustrating and time consum-

wait times have increased sub- claims

stantially, that’s if you can get < Centrelink account maintenance
through at all. There is a lot of <+ Experienced with customers
who have businesses, trusts, or
Self-Managed Super Funds
Pension Manager is a specialist

misinformation about the Aged
Pension and the circumstances
which can affect your eligibility.

Helping Older Australians

Navigate Centrelink
CLAIM SERVICES

e Age Pension Claims.

We can often clear that up with
a phone call.

Making a claim can be confus-
ing and then you wait months for
it to be granted. Pension Manager
prepares the claim and then man-
ages it throughout the process
until finalization. We ensure your
waiting time is as short as possi-
ble.

» Age Pension claims

consultancy dealing with Centre-
link’s Older Australians area. I
spent years working inside the
system so I know how it works.
We also provide a nominee service
to deal with Centrelink on your
behalf and manage your account
to keep it up to date and your pay-
ment correct.

Call or email Graham for an ob-
ligation free chat.

Pension Manager
Graham Wilkins

e Commonwealth Seniors Health Card and
e Low Income Card Claims.

e Home Equity Access Scheme Claim.
Use your home equity to increase your pension.

e Complex Claim management for people with
companies, trusts, and self-managed super funds.

NOMINEE SERVICES

¢ To act on your behalf with Centrelink.

e Keep your Centrelink account up to date to ensure
correct payments and avoid debts.

OTHER SERVICES

e General Assistance and Consulting
with Centrelink Issues.

e Phone and Email consultations.
e Hourly and half-hourly rate for individual consultations.
¢ Ongoing management of your Centrelink account.
e Assistance with Bereavement Reviews.

Phone: 1800 339 300: 9am - 5pm (WST)
Email: enquiries@pensionmanager.com.au
Website: www.pensionmanager.com.au

IECHOS101 26M

Seniors Card supporting older
West Australians

THE WA Seniors Card is more than just
a card - it is a state government initiative
designed to support older Western Austral-
ians with practical savings and recognition
for the contribution they make to the com-
munity.

Available at no cost to eligible seniors, the
WA Seniors Card (through the Department of
Communities) provides access to discounts
across Western Australia, helping ease the cost
of everyday expenses.

These include savings on groceries, dining,
trades, professional services, travel, entertain-
ment and lifestyle activities through local busi-
nesses that value and support seniors.

The full range of discounts is available at
www.seniorscard.wa.gov.au/discounts/

In addition to the discounts, members receive
access to the most generous range of state gov-
ernment funded concessions in Australia.

This includes free off-peak public transport,
concessions on water service charges, local
government rates and much more.

Members can also register to receive the Sen-
iors Cost of Living Rebate, an annual payment

made in late July each year to help with rising
costs. For the 2025 Seniors Cost of Living Re-
bate payment, singles received $110.07 and
couples received $165.10.

Another benefit of being a WA Seniors Card
member is access to the Seniors Safety and Se-
curity Rebate, which assists members in keep-
ing their homes safe and secure.

Members can claim up to $400 after purchas-
ing eligible safety or security items for their
home, such as deadlocks, home alarm systems,
security doors and mains-powered fire alarms
(terms and conditions apply).

Beyond financial benefits, the WA Seniors
Card keeps members informed and connect-
ed through activities such as member updates,
competitions and community stories, ensuring
seniors are not just saving money, but staying
engaged.

For many, the WA Seniors Card represents
recognition and practical support, helping sen-
iors live well, stay connected and feel valued.

To learn more or apply, contact the WA Sen-
iors Card Centre on 1800 671 233 or visit www.
seniorscard.wa.gov.au
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Learn to play bridge at
Kalamunda District Bridge Club

Kalamunda District Bridge Club is your
local place to learn or play bridge in a re-
laxed Hills environment and new members
are always welcome!

So come down, keep your brain sharp and
make new friends, beware though it can be
addictive.

Bridge is played at our clubhouse in Ledger
Road, Gooseberry Hill, 5 days of the week.
We are a friendly club with players at all
levels of bridge. We usually offer beginner
lessons twice a year, the next one will start
on Friday 6th February and conclude Friday
27th March 2026. We have occasional lec-
tures from visiting experts and run a variety of
competitions catering to all levels of bridge.

Monday evening supervised sessions are
open to anyone wanting to practice their
bridge skills. A partner is not necessary. It is
a very popular evening where new players
can gain experience in a very friendly atmos-
phere!

Please refer to our website for more infor-
mation regarding days and times or phone
Jenny on 0407 085 229 for information and
to register.

BRIDGE CLUB

COME AND CHECK US OUT!

Beginners Lessons

by Mark Goddard
Friday 6" February 2026 9-11am
till Friday 27" March 2026

OVH O

For further details and to register
please phone Jenny on

0407 085 229

59 Ledger Road, Gooseberry Hill
www.kalamunda-district.bridge-club.org

|ECHO310126M

Midland Markets and
Chinese New qur

The Midland community is set to come
alive once again as Swan Rotary and Cha-
os Theory Events present Midland Mar-
kets with the Chinese Dance Association
of WA for a lovely community market and
vibrant Chinese New Year Celebration at
Weeip Park. Held on 14 February, this free
celebration of the Year of the Horse promises
an evening of colour, culture, and connection,
highlighted by traditional lion dancing, cul-
tural performances and diverse food and mar-
ket stalls.

Beyond the festivities, the event reflects the
heart of Swan Rotary’s work: strengthening
community through service. Well known for
initiatives such as the Bassendean Markets,
Bullsbrook seniors’ luncheon, community
garden project and support for local hospi-
tals, Swan Rotary continues to channel mar-
ket proceeds back into meaningful programs.
Their commitment extends globally too,
through projects like ShelterBox, indigenous
scholarships, polio eradication efforts and
youth leadership opportunities.

The Midland market is more than a cele-
bration—it’s a reminder of what community
can achieve when people come together with
purpose. Swan Rotary’s dedication ensures
that every stall, every performance, and every
shared moment contributes to a stronger,
more supported community for all.

CHINESF. NEW YEAR FESTIVAL -
& COMMUNITY MARKET '

; *SATURDAY 14THFEB 2026 | 4:30PM - 8:30PM \ '« '

E——

35 THE CRESCENT,
WEHP PARK o AN WA €056

¢ FREE EVENT s—=— -

+ B

e
‘Jd’a(ﬁ:

(U'f‘

EVENT ORGANISED BY:

Swan Supported by
Rotary {25 (ityof Swap

] Chinese Dance
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ACROSS 75  Eager 146 Has a bet 214  Act reluctantly 53 Speaks 134 Animal types 175 Separate races
1 Controls legally 76  Amounts of 147 Factual 215 Supplemented 55 Lower down 136 A veteran 178 Loudspeaker
6  Sets of cards medicine 148 Go against 216 Prison 56  River bed cleaners 137 Get aboard 180 Taking all in
9  Behind time 78  School tests 151 Lessens compartment 58  Move in reply 138  Put on work list 181 Money-hungry
11 Caper 79 Asifter 155 Celebratory meals 217 Boredom 61  Keep in store 141 Normal garments 184 Type of racing
15 Visionary 80  Tribal emblem 157 Mark of correction 218 Very dry areas 63  Looks closely at 149 Type of street horse
19  Slight colouring 82  Type of boat 158 Types 219 Casts off 64 In three parts 150 Follows on 185 Is present at
20  Otherwise 83  Stashed away 161 Looped rope 220 A direction 66 US State 151 Sleep roughly 186 Handy tool
22 Little devils 85 Small axes 162 Farewell 221 Correct 67  Verses 152 Flowers 187 Small banners
24 Insult 87  Want badly 163 Make amends 222 Type of restaurant 72 Astonished 153 Suit makers 188 Taste buds
25  Sheltered side 89  Asian country 165 Touch on 73 A fool 154 Building position 189 Inflate with air
26 Group of nine 90 Painteris stand 166 Bends DOWN 77  Bring from body 155 Ploughed rut 190 Angry speech
27  Public march 91 Bad mark 167 One keeping stores 1 Widespread 81  Part of a target 156 Take for granted 191 Rod for twisting
28  Perfect 92  Beafraid 168 Starts again epidemics 84  Happening 159 One who awakens thread
29  Ventilate 93 A pamphlet 169 Scan 2 Caused to float in 86  Greatly desire others 192 Ceased
30 Digholes 95  About word 170 Girlis name air 88  Givemoreenergy to 160 Gave a fright to 193 Adding up
31 Ripped meanings 171 Slip on ice 3 Put together 93  Went through 163 State strongly 194 Very foolish
32 English school 96 Sword user 172 List of population 4 Older ship 94  Solid behaviour 164 A prayer 195 More important
33 Very pale 99 Dines 174 Set free 5 Tight 97 Lower oneis dignity 172 Set to act 202 Private remark
34 A pungent gas 100 Conscious of things 176 Looking glass 6 Hanging 98  Separate 173 Pests 203 Choose for office
35 Dress 104 Mistakes 177 Trade 7 Malignant 101 Checked new
36  Touching lightly 106 Complete 179 Cruelty 8 Pays in full country
37 Intended 107 Ca_rry‘ 182 Word of agreement 9 Leaned on 102 Growers AT TREEF o e R LIASD
38 Pl?‘ce for ch}ldren 109 Cl}mbmg bushes 183  Very small 10 TypeA of duck 103 Wrestled I‘.IE \IE.II\=IIE
39  Gives new title 110 Wine type 184 Slander 11 Stupid 105 Answer IR] o0 GG COEE O o nEn
40  Ban from home 113 Type of llama 189 Aid 12 Medical work 107 Trade names | -a \.Ei o '“Ei
41  Sincere 114 Put pressure on 192 Putting in place 13 West Indian song 108 Metallic sound E ERm g ...".-.
44 Outlays 118 Go out of sight 196 Skinflint 14 Indonesian island 110 Musical ending ERa A E e N BoEsBbEnE s
47  Citrus fruit 120 Stable attendants 197 Tell a story 15 Engaging in trade 111 Copies m‘nglll:‘=EE==IIIEEE.\=EIEEE=.\EI
50 Low sound 121 A continent 198 Set inside another 16  Greatly annoys 112 A bird 5] .=|m=- E’E o ‘.EE }EEB TlE]
52 Type of antelope 123 Undid 199 Memento 17  Greatest 115 See EEnEnhER E R A nE e B
54  Surprising 124 Testing (6,3) 200 Vents 18 A simple song 116 Perform again ,i }EEI‘I=I \EIIEEEE
57 A revolving carrier 126 Chirping sound 201 Preferably 21 Scatters around 117 Skilful \EI=IEIIIEI o]
59  Painter 127 Satisfy fully 204 Too big 23 Measuring devices 119 Watchers for (E]L[E]
60 Spoke indistinctly 129 Type of hound 205 A belief 42 Declares void trouble *
62 Cute 131 Appreciate 206 Word of sorrow 43 Nooks 122 Intolerable E
65 Expression of 135 A month 207 Grassy area 45  Keep trying 125 The elite people &

disgust 139 Wooden pins 208 Illegal burning 46 Hate 128 Sample
68 Frozen water 140 Ran quickly 209 An d“Oy 48  Naturist 130 Stare fixedly E
69 Rim 142 Counsellors 210 Hard work 49  Very clever 131 Toxic building
70 Made into law 143 Wax light 211 Made neater 50 Animal chaser material
71  Following breeze 144 Asign 212 Sag 51 Repaired 132 Lump of metal R
74 Satisfies 145 Protrusion 213 Small drink 52 Drank greedily 133 Strangest s
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Brickpaving

Electrical

Plumbing

Roofing

LIMESTONE
BRICKLAYING
BRICKPAVING

Retaining & Feature Walls
Garden Beds etc
Over 25 year experience

Ross Lucassen 9295 2837

EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER

* Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
 Driveways — Removals / Prep / Construct
 Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
¢ Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

Reliable DAVE 0417 096 614
serv! DW Cartage & Earthworks

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
-~ Russell & Lynn Edwards
- Owner/Operator
Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.comj

Carpentry

» DDENTR *J2 FREE
URGA : A <3 auore
MAIN : SER

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

* 15yrs commercial & residential experience * Insured

« Fully qualified, professional & reliable « No call out fee
* Full police clearance * Pensioners discount

call kevin 0450 538 596
www.morgancarpentry.com.au e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com

/"CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER\

Sash Window Repairs / Renovations,
Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves.
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry

0401 743 027 / 9295 0797
\ telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

T

Mrs|Fix

Female Electrical Contractor
Free Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS - LIGHTS - POWER POINTS
SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S - SMOKE DETECTORS
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE - HOT WATER SYSTEMS

EC007258

Seniors | Pensioners | HCC Discounts

MARDI.GLADWELL 0430 035 345,

Andrews Electrical Systems py Lt

28> Established 25 years * High Quality Guaranteed

v Electrical Installations

v Electrical Maintenance
v/Air Conditionin

>

~" Residential

Commercial S Ca 1 o
O elephone an 2

Industrial v'CCTV and Data 5

Call Andrew 0420 956 432 &

Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com

Gardening

All Areas \

LL=BLOWN

Garden Maintenance
ABN: 77 592 171 029

¥ Rubbish Removal

v Mulching

v Lawn Mowing

v Planting ¥’ Weeding
v Pruning v'Hedging

¥ Yard clean ups

¥ Ride on mowing

v Spraying

v Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369

\ www.full-blowngarden.com /

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Glme_r Gleaniny
..+ Gutter Vac Services

.+ Fully insured, registered business
(59 _- Fully self contained vac truck

B « All waste removed from your property
Pk « Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts
B Phone Phil 0429 179 571

Ceilings

Limestone

LOCAL PLUMBER

PL9956 -

CA INSTALLATIONS

= Geilings & Walls = All Facets of Ceiling Work
= Domestic & Commercial = Office Partitioning

All Reno Work  Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

CEILINGS & WALL
RESTORATION

ALL SMALL JOBS
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

9295 2041 or
0402 270 688

Concrete

B.C. GONGRETE DESIGN

Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed A%gregale
Crossovers * Shed Floors ¢ Drives
House Extensions ¢ Patios

Bohcat & Truck
Call

Pocal 0457 611 348
SUNJIGLHPS
CONCRETE

eBobcat - Truck and Compaction
*From Prep to Completion
FREE Quotes All Area

o Call Zeljko -

0417 902 301
iITIIGER{CONCRETE

FREE'QUOTES'*'NO/MESS/NO'FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting

Mike 0407 989 921

R —
1

Looking for a tradie?

Now you can find a tradie I
in the paper AND on our website
| ANYTIME GO TO: |

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Servicin |_
Al areasg

Limestone & Coffee Rock

Small Retaining Walls, Steps,
Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Painting

WA COMPANY

PAINTING &

REPAINTS e INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR

cae rev 0414 289 145

WWW.PERTHPAINTING.COM
DISC. AVAILABLE __PERTH PAINTING CONTRACTORS REG 6173

PP Maintenance

ABN: 86 64

PAUL 0477 660 7

paul.percudani@outlook.col /
* Painting (Interior & Exterior) « Demolition

« General Repairs * Pressure Cleaning
« Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)

Pest Control

ot Water

Burst Pipes, H

d apply
Same Day Emergencies 2<hrs

9468 2581 w=

NO CALL OUT* + SENIOR DISCOUNT @

Your Best Local Plumber!

= Local Plumber
%s Same Day
& HotWater

Emergency
Plumbing

4 6118 6368

PL9956  *conditions apply

Hi ’m Local
In
. Hot Water

Plumbing
Emergencies

6244 3226

Doctor

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
o Taps o Burst Pipes
o Toilets o Leak Detection

Mal's Pest & Weed
Services

* Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
* Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

CalllSean 0417 905 708

Plastering

EASTERN HILLS
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693
All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE FREE QUOTES

TONY 0406 675 211

easternhillsplastering com

o Hot Water Systems e Blocked Drains

Call Today 1300 655 827

Our Service Will Amaze You
PL6703 www.thetapdoctor.com &7102%

ASK ABOUT OUR
GREAT PRICES

FOR TRADES

Reticulation

4 N
Reticulation
0433 366 655

/ \‘ RETICULATION AND
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
RETICULATION REPAIRS:

Fault Finding * Controller replacement

Auto Conversions ¢ All repairs
Small installations & Additions

AMC ROOFING

Specialising in :
All Tiled Roofing A
New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes — Aaron Carter
\___ Mob: 0417 930 817

AR Specialist Roofing

Solutions for all your
roofing needs including
« roof restoration e gutters
e leaks » downpipes e sheeting
e custom flashings e roof cleaning
e PATIO BUILDING

Call Andrew =Dbligatior
0408 192 021 = fe

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com —L‘/\\l{‘ote <

For all your Roof Tile Repairs
Contact David for a free quote on
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Specialising in: Leak Repairs * Gutter Clean
« Tiling » Re-ridging * Re-pointing

Tree Services

‘ ONS]
[ . BGoralllyourdireeloppingfand
1 A StumpanindingINeeds
R Ifocallylowneditloperated MEXCall4]7g
ured LYCheapestkrices]Guaranteed|
o [ieriizem o Samishg Al Aves

5]
ORI041/4F4 3 816.1(0)

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

T N
CPD|TREES

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture

0411 750 342

www.cpdtrees.com.au
arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Read
between

the lines

by Pastor
lan Kirk

The Disconnect
Our youngest daughter Heidi and
her husband and their four kids
are doing a lap around Australia.
They’ll be doing some work
along the way, but mostly lots
of sightseeing and adventures.
We miss them already - but
with technology, we can remain
connected and follow them on
their journey.

One thing, though, that wasn’t
connected was the power to their
caravan via an ‘Anderson plug’
- this feeds power to the fridge
when they’re travelling. We
happened to meet up with them in
Denmark, just a few days into their
trip. After explaining how their
‘Anderson plug’ wasn’t working,
I spent time trying to work out the
problem. I found the reason for
the ‘disconnect’ and fixed it. Now
they can have the caravan fridge
on while they are travelling - and
that’s been important where they
are at present, as the temperature
has been near 50 degrees Celsius.

This problem they had with
their caravan reminds me of a
‘disconnect’ we can have in life
- a ‘disconnect’ with God. What
disconnects us from God is our
sin. We cannot be in relationship
with God because of it.

In His love for us, God’s Son
Jesus came and died for us on a
cross, bearing the punishment
of our sins, so that we could be
forgiven and be re-connected to
God - if we would put our faith in
Jesus. Knowing Jesus also results
in us having God’s power to bless
and empower our life.

35 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE, CERTIFICATE IV IN IRRIGATION, INSURED

SEAN 0419 333 353
curtisrams@outlook.com

TLC Tree Services hasimerged with

Payne’s Tree
Services

MULCHING » LAND CLEARING
STUMP GRINDING
TREE LOPPING

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

Support your
local Business

ECHO)

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Indemnity and Warranty

ECHO NEWSPAPER
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal
entity (“the Customer”) requests
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an
advertisement in this Newspaper, they
agree to be bound by the following

terms and conditions:

1. Echo, at its sole discretion, may
decline to publish any advertisement
requested by a Customer. If Echo
decides not to publish a particular
advertisement, there is no obligation
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its
decision, and Echo will not be liable
for any loss or damage occasioned
to the Customer as a result of the
decision.

2. Echo will not be liable for any loss
or damage caused to a Customer
as a result of delay or as a result of
Echo failing to place a requested
advertisement or publishing an
advertisement containing an error or
omission.

3. Echo may, at its sole discretion,
decide to refund a Customer a portion
of the cost of the advertisement if it
forms the view that the error was not
attributable to the Customer and the
Customer notifies Echo of the error
or omission before 5.00pm on the day
the advertisement first appears in the
Newspaper.

4. Complaints concerning the accuracy
of any invoice must be notified to
Echo within 30 days from the end of
the month in which the advertisement
was published, after which time the
Customer forfeits any rights it may
have had to challenge the invoices.

5. The Customer warrants  that
publication  of the requested
advertisement/s will not contravene
any laws, whether statutory, equitable
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly
indemnify Echo (and its employees
and agents) against all expenses,
loss and damage arising directly or
indirectly from the publication of the
advertisement/s.
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Custom Video
& DVD Solutions

Video Transfers to
USB starting from $45 -
6393 7298.

Drainage

Electrician

Gardener

Music

Public Notice

Blocked drains.
Septic tanks repaired.
Leach drains renewed

and repaired.
Storm water drains.
| also repair & renew taps.
Same day.

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED.

LITL Electrical

& air conditioning.
Jeff Overton
0483 858 603.
EC14844

All types of electrical work

A position suitable for a
semi-retired person 3-4
hours a week to help on
a semi-rural property in
Wattle Grove. Phone 0401
109 000.

UNIQUE HOUSE CONCERTS
Mix Margaret makes
marvelous music.
Classical piano, voice.
Originals, Beethoven etc.
New versions of Amazing
Grace etc. 0414 374 701
mixmargaret.com/lyrics

Rights in Water
and Irrigation Act 1914

Western Australian Land Authority has
made application for a temporary licence

Gardening under s5C to take 150,000 kilolitres from

Pensioner discount.

=

@

Call Trevor 0419 773 111. Bilby's Garden Services —— the Perth-Superficial Swan aquifer for
Weed, Prune, Mow & Painting dewatering purposes to support construction
Employment 2'5‘"’552'35”88 Quotes 0416 of the Brabham sewer main in Brabham.
: Painting & Property Main- . . ..
tenance. 0477 660 703. People who are interested in the application,

ECHO

lan Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and
weeding. Small tree lopping
jobs 0426 211 137.

Local. may make a written submission within 15 days

of this publication to:

Privately owned &
proudly independent

Steve Gregory painting
service. Mobile 0417 926
027. Reg # 5098.

The Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation,
7 Ellam Street, Victoria Park
Western Australia 6100,
quoting DWERVT7103.

If you object to the proposal, you must in your
submission specify what actions, if any, would
overcome your objections.

The Echo Newspaper is looking to fill the following positions

CADET JOURNALIST - DIGITAL CONTENT CREATOR

A part-time position Tuesday-Thursday, with hours negotiable,
now exists for an innovative, self-confident, reliable Journalist
to join the Echo News editorial team.

Gutter Cleaning

Gutter cleaning & solar
panel cleaning. Jason
0421 455 546.

Handyman

ALL YOUR NEEDS - ex-
teral / internal painting &
roof painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs

Essential criteria includes:

e A formal journalism qualification or
equivalent grading.

e Photographic skills.

¢ Ability to build relationships with industry

¢ Have good communication skills, creativity
and knowledge of media law is strongly
desired.

e Attend ‘out of hours’ council/shire
meetings, industry events and business

Regrouting

General enquiries to Ellam reception on
6250 8000

Bathroom Regrouting.
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

EEEE;EE%E:%%E:;{}E%E%;??E;I:Lé\évIIQ o g;%;{g:/zhd driver’s licence and a reliable Eﬂzéiﬁgog;ar; p_acl)Tsé ggg - EO yOrl;l or Someglne yOu
"B ok to vt and st sl s L8 S o wevem componen o | | Solar Services | | Iinshimdgalisbicnelh
The suitable applicant must: thi.s position. ) S 201?r|\/7an|edl (;Iesanlingv‘/\\//”h 9
» Beateam player with afriendly personaity.  DSererbHt gn: e gn’ would be 4 Treatment. 0421 455 546,

e Be capable of writing a full range of dvant
articles, from news stories, feature profiles, advantageous. .

advertorials and through to all types of ~ ® A background in suburban newspapers -O-
reviews. would be viewed favorably. Health & Beauty ‘A
¢ Have the ability to source their own stories In return the successful candidate will @
and get to the heart of the local area so  be offered: Mobile Hairdresser. Phone
local knowledge of our distribution areas e A salary commensurate with experience. Lorraine 0412 291 055.
would be an advantage. e Excellent working environment.
o% Wanted to Buy

The closing date for all applications is 5pm, Wednesday 11th

February 2026 with the successful applicant to start ASAP. MEDALS and Militaria

: You are not alone. Help ' = available. Thousands
ht | |
HObby Farm ggﬁgcto?}tloge;zlcnees Sgiad of Australians have successfully beaten problems.
JUNIOR ADVERTISING SALESPERSON Services 0407 982 215.

If you enjoy meeting new people and have an Find out more at www.ancd.org.au

outgoing personality, then this is the job for you

Slashing, mowing, wool
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. lan 0458
510 048.

.We are a small, privately owned and COUNCIL ON DRI

independent newspaper looking for an

energetic and vibrant person to join our team.

The successful applicant will have:

e A current “C” class drivers licence and
reliable vehicle.

e A smart appearance with a strong
commitment to customer service and the
ability to develop and implement successful

sales strategies, including digital, by
building and maintaining long lasting client
relationships.

e Strong negotiation verbal and written
skills with excellent presentation and a
professional phone manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers

a salary package, including a commission

structure with a weekly car allowance.

Lawn Mowing

Window Cleaning

#T1.ets keep local
people in work™

Support your local Business

Tony’s Lawnmowing,
Handyman & Firewood.
Cheap rates. Midland
& Surrounding Areas.
0431 831 948.

Tatania’s Window
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames
& Fly screens. 0467 282
127.

Please email your resume with a covering letter to:
General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis
E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com
All applications will be treated with the strictest confidence.

A free service Tor non-profit organisations

9374 6666

editorial@echo-news.com

Notice Board

Upcoming ent venues in the area.  includes guest speak- or hobby. Visitors are  Matthew’s Hall, Stir-
Probusisasocialclub ers who present on always welcome any- ling Square, Guild- W f f

Events for retirees who enjoy a variety of topics, time to have a cuppa ford on February 9 ()() er (’ tI |e week
life. For more infor- workshops and out- and a chat. For more at 7pm. She will be

* The Kalamunda
Ladies Probus Club
meets on the second
Thursday of each
month at St Barn-
abas Church Hall,
Railway Road, Kal-
amunda (entry off
Spring Road) at 9am
for 9.30am start. They
have morning tea and
a guest speaker at
each meeting and a
monthly bus outing
to different interest-
ing places. Socially
they meet for coffee
monthly and Iunch
also monthly at differ-

mation call Trish on
0468 309 823 or Jul-
iette on 9293 4438.

¢ CWA Kalamunda
meets on the second
Friday of each month
at 10am on Central
Road, Kalamunda be-
hind Aldi, look for the
blue tree. Go along
to join in the fun and
meet new friends.

* Mundaring Gar-
den Club meets
every second Tues-
day of the month at
Mundaring Church of
Christ, 1470 Stonev-
ille Road, Mundaring.
The annual program

ings to nurseries and
gardens. Presenta-
tions are followed
by morning tea in
the club café. For
more information call
membership on 0413
358 085.

e The Mundaring
Country Women’s
Association  meets
every second Wednes-
day at Ipm at the
CWA Centre (Sculp-
ture Park) in Jacoby
Street, Mundaring
for a craft and social
afternoon. Take your
craft ideas to share on
your favourite craft

information call Marg
on 0417 956 628.

* Midland Ascen-
sion Craft Group
meets in the parish
hall 17 Spring Park
Road, Midland every
Tuesday of school
term from Ipm to
3pm. All most wel-
come to join for a
chat, cuppa, any
craft and sometimes
a guest speaker. For
more information call
0433 265 683.

e The Swan Guild-
ford Historical Soci-
ety will host speaker
Celia Miller at St

speaking on the saga
of Captain Francis
Whitfield, a resident
magistrate and veter-
an of the Napoleonic
Wars who accepted
land grants in the
Swan River Colony in
licu of a military pen-
sion in 1836.

Noticeboard is for
non-profits and
community groups
advertising free/

low cost events/pro-
grams. Entries must
be emailed to edi-
torial@echo-news.
com two weeks be-
fore the event.

Bingo is a seven-
month-old labrador
cross great dane. He
still has some grow-
ing to do and needs
plenty of room to
exercise. Bingo is
great with kids and
is sterilised, micro-
chipped, and vacci-
nated. Costs Apply.
Contact Bakers Hill
Dog Sanctuary on
9574 1438.




www.echonewspaper.com.au January 30, 2026 19

JOSHUA MCKENZIE

IT was an action-packed weekend
for Midland Guildford Cricket Club
with a number of superb perfor-
mances to help provide strong re-
sults.

The male 1st grade side played
against Joondalup in their two-day
match.

The side batted first and posted 156
all out with Nathan Barnwell, with 61
runs not out from 119 balls, and Lennon
Brookes, with 40 from 116, being the
standout batters.

They could only limit their opponents
to 6-231 in the second innings as they
were defeated.

Against the same opponents, the male
2nd grade side bowled first in their two-
day match.

Josh Chitty, with 3-42 from 16 overs,
and Kelly Jones, with 3-65 from 17.3
overs, were the main contributors with
the ball as the opposition posted a total
0f 292 all out.

After a strong start to the run chase
with a 64-run opening partnership, the
side fell to 6-117 in pursuit of the target.

Harrison Giancono, with 88 from
149, and Mitchell Pivac, with 79 from
100, combined for a 167-run partner-
ship for the seventh wicket as the side
won the match in a thrilling finish by
two wickets.

The male 3rd grade and male 4th
grade sides both played one-day match-
es against Joondalup.

It was an impressive run chase from
the male 3rd grade side which was led

by Hunter Wills, with 61 from 62, and
Lucas Walker, with 76 not out from 98.

They won the match by seven wick-
ets with 35 balls remaining.

It was a similarly strong outing for
the male 4th grade in their nine-run vic-
tory over the same opponents.

Oliver Voorn scored 65 from 108 in
the first innings, with four bowlers tak-
ing two wickets each in a good team
display.

It was a one-day match for the female
A grade against Melville.

A clinical bowling performance saw
the side dismiss their opponents for 142
all out, with Makayla Hendry taking
5-27 from seven overs in an impressive
effort.

They managed to chase down the tar-
get with two wickets to spare and more
than 20 overs remaining.

The male U17 and male Ul5 con-
cluded their two-day matches against
Joondalup this weekend.

After their opponents posted 8-211
in the first innings, the run chase was
dominated by Cooper Forsyth scoring
117 not out from 141 to lead the team
to 6-230 in the victory.

It was a narrow victory for the male
U15 in their pursuit of the target of 228.

Lachie Flux top scored with 53 from
81, leading the side in a three-wicket
victory as they surpassed the total with
seven balls remaining.

With more sides for Midland Guild-
ford Cricket Club returning to action
this weekend, the teams will be aiming
to continue their good form towards the
end of the season.

9374 6666

E o r ts editorial@echo-news.com

Residential
Commercial
Rural & Country

NESTLED in a quiet, established villa complex, this
three-bedroom home at Middle Swan presents an ex-
cellent opportunity for first-home buyers and investors
alike.

The property sits in a prime location just minutes from
Midland CBD, with public transport and main roadways
close by, making commuting a breeze.

Families will appreciate the proximity to La Salle College,
ideal for households with school-aged children.

A wide pathway leads into the property, creating an invit-
ing sense of arrival and easy access for residents and visitors
alike.

Upon entry, a welcoming lounge area greets visitors before
flowing through to the kitchen and meals area, which opens
out to a generous outdoor courtyard.

The rear courtyard opens up to a beautiful view of trees
and surrounding nature, perfect for those who enjoy sitting
outdoors with a morning coffee or evening glass of wine
while breathing in the fresh air and listening to the sounds
of birdlife.

The courtyard can also be a private space for alfresco din-
ing or weekend relaxation, with room for entertaining guests
in the open.

Inside, the home features neutral grey décor throughout,
providing a versatile canvas that makes decorating effortless,
whether owners prefer contemporary styling, classic furnish-
ings or something in between.

The home features unique character touches, including a
striking wall adorned with line art wallpaper depicting Eu-
ropean-style buildings, adding a touch of continental charm
to the interior.

Three bedrooms are accessible via the passageway, with
the main bedroom equipped with built-in robes for conven-
ient storage.

The three bedrooms are also fitted with carpet flooring, of-
fering warmth and comfort underfoot, ideal for year-round
cosiness and a soft, quiet feel that’s perfect for restful sleep-
ing spaces.

The home has a single bathroom while a separate laundry
and storage room provide practical everyday functionality.

The property includes a single carport for secure parking
and a gas hot water system for efficient year-round comfort.

While the villa requires some finishing touches to person-
alise and modernise, it represents exceptional value in to-
day’s competitive market.

The current owner is willing to arrange a rent-back agree-
ment for investors, though owner-occupiers are equally wel-
come to make this property their own from settlement.

With its convenient location, character features and af-
fordable price point, this Middle Swan villa offers a rare
chance to enter the property market or expand an investment
portfolio.

Address:

9/4 Muriel Street, Middle Swan
Price: From $499,000
Agency: Real Estate Plus
For more information contact
Edward Harfouche on
0409 004 424



“Personal service, e s
professional advice, o ’ ’ ’ n e
at the right price!”

™ Sleep well. Live well. Great life.

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

Key Features:

* Head and Foot Raise » Massage with 3 different Modes i\"?. : !
* Programmable Memory Positions and a Timer .
e Zero Gravity, Anti Snore * Backup Battery

¢ HiLo@Trendelenburg functions * Adjustable Legs
* One Touch Flat Button & aTorch ¢ 10 Year Warranty +

e Wireless Remote Control 2 year Electrical Warranty $22 5 o

Watch| Lift Chairs pid 1 The Pathriderl 140

. . . . A
| Our Lift Chair Recliners provide /R Scoote l d

NOW from

Massage from

8Lo0D pressure Funcrion] | 917 UIﬁmqte performance l'!'l i~ [l
style, designed to be functional
and fashionable and part of
your home decor.

Key Features:
e 2 motors e LED Lights
= \ e Massage and Heat ¢ Available in Red, Yellow

T
{‘% FALL DETECTION ALERTING

Powerful, precise, & stylish.
Key Features:

e Full suspension

e Hydraulic brakes

%

Fabric or Leather & Silver

&) 4 Lumber Support and NOW from ﬁ
| i d -
B 2 /1 2H ;:a:eElectrical Warranty 51099 g $ 5 99 9

FREE IN-EOME TRIAL. RENT TRIAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO n -
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL Follow us on OPENING HOURS: B a rk‘ rs

OF OLD MATTRESS Interest Free and Monday-Friday: e =
e oN Lay-by options 9.30am-5pm Bedding & Mobility
Midland Gate Shopping Centre.

1300 BARKERS (227 537) T&g:;axablle. Ground floor Cinema entrance LA LR TH LR T
NDIS Registered Provider https;//barkersbeddingandmobi[ity.com'au/ PPY- behind Connor menswear. for more than 50 Yyears
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Upcoming events at Amaroo Retreat & Spa

e V0.6 Ll

8, Art & Lunch Experience

FEBRUARY 21 |

¥
&

FEBRUARY 13 FEBRUARY 28
At E lumeh [P Feeruary MARCH 13 MARCH 21

| Dequstation | VAeAUNES | piah Tea
EXperlence Yoga & Brunch Und%rlheﬂtars Day | intheill

INNER ARTIST! CRAFT YOUR JOIN US AT CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S

AMAROO RETREAT & SPA A DECADENT 6-COURSE UXURIOU T 00
VERY OWN MASTERPIECE FOR A REJUVENATING DEGUSTATION DINNER, THE DAY AT AMAROO WITH A LUXURIOUS AFTERNOON

FEBRUARY 14

DELICIOUS TWO-COURSE IMMERSION EXPERIENCE | OF A DIDGERIDOO WEAVING SURROUNDED BY THE DECADENT FLAVOURS,
LUNCH. DESIGNED TO REFRESH THROUGH THE AIR, AND A | BREATHTAKING BEAUTY OF SPARKLING WINE, AND
Tickets available online now: YOUR BODY AND UPLIFT | STARLIT NIGHT AT AMAROO | THE PERTH HILLS BUSHLAND,| =~ BUSHLAND SERENITY.
~ $135 per person ' YOUR SPIRIT. RETREAT & SPA. Bookings essential.
Art session Kicks off at 10:30am Tickets available online now. Our menu is seasonal, flavourful Book your table for two for ~ $75pp — includes all food,
and flows through to 11:45am ~ $110 per person Yoga & Brunch and ever-evolving. Book online now. lunch or dinner now: one drink & hot beverage.
~ $30 per person Pool Pass (limited passes ~ $249 per person without wine pairing, or ~ $120 per person inc glass ~ $114pp — includes all food, unlimited
available, pay on arrival, towels included) ~ $299 per person with wine pairing. of bubbles on arrival. drinks & hot beverage for two hours
wtlny
S
oS3, BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL / LIMITED AVAILABILITY

e AMAROORETREAT.COM.AU
slagrsi(o/ol 1200 ALISON STREET, MT HELENA
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