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New full dentures & partial dentures
New implant retained over dentures
Denture repairs & relines
Sports mouthguards

SMILE
@ Foothills Denture Clinic

SHOP 4, 16 THE AVENUE, MIDLAND
www.foothillsdenture.com.au

Phone 9250 1733
for an appointment

•Pick-up or delivery options available
•Competitive prices

•Wholesale prices on selected products
•Still Perth Hills preferred                      

Tree Service company

OPENING HOURS 
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday 
Lot 10 Talbot Road HAZELMERE

(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

Call us now  Call us now 
9454 8640 or 9250 65999454 8640 or 9250 6599

of�ce@treesaesthetics.com.au     www.treeaesthetics.com.au

••PPiPiPiPiPi kkkkck up or ddd leliivery options available

PERTH HILLSPERTH HILLS NEWEST SOIL CENTRE
Sand • Soils • Gravels • Mulches • FirewoodSand • Soils • Gravels • Mulches • Firewood

Shop OnlineShop Online  
Now!Now!

www.treeaesthetics.com.auwww.treeaesthetics.com.au

Order Order 
your your 

FIREWOOD  FIREWOOD  
nownow

SCAN HERE TO
WIN TICKETS
FOR THE
FIRST TRAIN
TO MIDLAND
STATION

TO
MIDLAND

08 9274 8811 midland@mp.wa.gov.au
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Dumping  Dumping  
crisis  crisis  
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Despite strong opposition in Hazelmere, the development assessment 
panel approved applications to turn two lots into a storage and transport depot.

Tree buffer goneTree buffer gone
Picture: Guanhao Cheng

A satellite image screenshot with zones of 
trees that were removed outlined in red.
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Come along this Sunday to

CHRCH
The only thing missing is “U”

Woodlake Community CentreWoodlake Community CentreEllenbrook Service @ 3pmEllenbrook Service @ 3pm

Faith Baptist Church 
ELLENBROOK
“Reaching People 

for Christ”

ECHO040725L

Woodlake 
Community Centre

Highpoint Blvd

Sundays 3pm
0425 354 159

Pastor:  Pastor: 
Graham ThomasGraham Thomas
Ph: 0425 354 159 Ph: 0425 354 159 

gbcmidland.org.augbcmidland.org.au

Meeting at: Brown Park 
Community Centre – 

Salisbury Rd, 
Swan View

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9.30am

FAMILY WORSHIP: 10.30am

MIDWEEK PRAYER MEETING: 7.00pm

MALAGA
• CAR BATTERIES
• TRUCK BATTERIES
• BOAT BATTERIES
• CARAVAN BATTERIES
• MOTORBIKE BATTERIES
• STOP-START BATTERIES
• FIREPANEL BATTERIES
• UPS & SECURITY BATTERIES
• MOBILITY SCOOTER BATTERIES
• AGM & DEEPCYCLE BATTERIES
• AGM AUTOMOTIVE BATTERIES
• LAWN & GARDEN BATTERIES
• 4x4 BATTERIES
• GOLF BATTERIES
• MEDICAL BATTERIES
• LITHIUM BATTERIES
• GENERAL BATTERIES
• COIN CELLS
• BATTERY CHARGERS
• BATTERIES ALL TYPES

JOSY: 
0422 937 376
Email: 
info@signaturebatteries.com.au

UNIT 2, 30 ENTERPRISE
CRESCENT,
MALAGA WA 6090
Ph: 08 6246 6455

UNIT 1, 30 
PRINDIVILLE DRIVE,
WANGARA, WA 6065
Ph: 08 6406 1515

AFTER HOURS 
SERVICE
JOSY: 
0422 937 376

TTERIES
ATTERIES

M BATTERIES
AL BATTERIES
ELLS
RY CHARGERS

STARTING off as just a caravan 
in 1946, Guildford’s historic road-
side burger café Alfred’s Kitchen 
has gone from strength to strength.

Owner Neil Lawrence - who has 
been running the popular eatery with 
his wife Jenny for 40 years - said al-
though he has handed the reins over 
to his son Daniel he still takes a keen 
interest in the place.

“We are really having a dou-
ble celebration this year as it is 80 
years since Alfred’s first started and 
40 years since we took it over,” Mr 
Lawrence said.

“Alfred’s Kitchen is named after 
its founder Frederick Alfred Cook, 
an English migrant who originally 
wanted to call it King Alfred’s.

“The word ‘king’ had to be 
dropped as there was of course al-
ready a king in England, so it be-
came Alfred’s Kitchen.

“We think the place was first es-
tablished about May 1946 not long 
after WWII when the government 
was offering an early version of a 
‘pop up’ licence to encourage small 
businesses. 

“We have had the same manager 
Lisa here for nearly 29 years and I 
am pretty sure this is the oldest road-
side café in WA as well as the second 
oldest in Australia after Harry’s Café 
de Wheels in Sydney.”

Over the years, Alfred’s Kitchen 
has become a Perth institution with 
people flocking there for some of the 
best burgers and hotdogs in WA, as 
well as to try their famous pea and 
ham soup.

Mr Lawrence said they had tried 
to stick to the same recipe for their 
burgers as when Alfred’s first start-
ed, using traditional homemade in-
gredients of beef patty, egg, bacon, 
cheese, lettuce and tomato.

Swan View resident Greg Morris 
said he had been going to Alfred’s 
for years and particularly enjoyed 
the steakburger, which he reckons is 
the best in Perth.

“As a vintage car buff with a par-
ticular interest in Riley cars I have 

been there many times with other 
vintage car owners to soak up the 
old-style atmosphere and enjoy the 
amazing range of food,” Mr Morris 
said.

He said he particularly liked go-
ing along in winter when there was 
a roaring fire in the courtyard firepit 
and an amazing atmosphere.

Over the years, the premises has 
grown significantly with a large 1906 
vintage railway carriage installed in 
2016 providing comfortable seating 
for those wanting to dine in.

Mr Lawrence said although there 
were no plans for a massive cele-
bration this year, 80th anniversary 
mugs were available on their Face-
book page and they had not ruled out 
some sort of commemoration event 
in the future.
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Guildford institution  
Alfred’s Kitchen turns 80

Alfred’s Kitchen staff Aaneka Kotua, Chris Densmore, Kaylee Nelligan, David  
Maclachlan, Lisa Best and Kaylee Gale at the counter.

Long time manager Lisa Best 
serving up some of Alfred’s de-
licious burgers.

Customers enjoy keeping warm 
by the winter firepit.

Historic roadside burger café Alfred’s Kitchen is celebrating 80 years of operation 
this year.

80
YEARS
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A MOTION unanimously passed at the most re-
cent City of Swan annual electors’ meeting called 
for an independent review of the city’s planning 
department.

Swan resident and former parliamentarian Gavan 
Troy successfully moved a motion calling on the city 
to acknowledge concerns about the planning staff’s 
interpretation and response on planning issues.

“We therefore request that a detailed review be 
undertaken by an independent agency to the city’s 
planning department,” he said.

“Such a review shall be an all-encompassing re-
view that considers town planning considerations 
undertaken through the City of Swan over the past 
six years with particular reference to matters con-
cerning The Vines locality.”

Mr Troy, a resident of the Vines, said he had seen 
planning laws and approvals be misused in the case 
of The Vines where pressures were mounting to de-
velop the golf-course into lots for housing.

“This was not its intended purpose which it gained 
approval for,” he said.

“Long ago, when state government invested public 
money into the land to develop a world-class facility 
for golf, it was to be a huge tourism draw and was 
funded with public money.”

In an interview with Echo News, Mr Troy said for-
mer City of Swan, then Shire of Swan, director of 
planning Eric Lumsden was one of the finest plan-
ners he had ever met and a planner with a broadbased 
background was sorely needed to provide a holistic 
approach to planning.

“Since Eric passed, there’s been bias towards plan-
ners from development backgrounds,” he said. 

“There’s an imbalance where too many planners 
from infill development backgrounds are getting into 
decision-making positions and unnecessary sacrific-
es of our amenity are being made to fuel short-term 
housing targets. 

“The problem is Swan isn’t looking at their own 
policies.

“If they had broadbased planners, you wouldn’t 
have this problem.”

Mr Troy said he had been trying to contact Minis-
ter John Carey’s office for a discussion on develop-
ment matters but was stonewalled. 

The Minister for Planning’s office has been con-
tacted for comment. 

Mr Troy said he didn’t understand why earlier 
council reports and decisions to not support the de-
velopment of the Vines were not respected by coun-
cil staff.

“This inquiry should consider in detail how the 
advancement of the community interest in town 
planning process within council’s control can be en-

hanced, but also where appropriate provide comment 
and advice on the current planning framework being 
applied by the state agencies and the interrelation-
ship between council and those state agencies under 
that framework,” he said.

Vines Residents and Ratepayers Association 
(VRRA) vice chair Dixon Lowe also spoke at the 
meeting in support of the motion.

“Our support for the motion is based on our deep 
concern with the planning officer’s report for amend-
ment 9 to ODP37,” he said.

“The community has two reasonable expectations 
of its local government.

“First, a full and independent planning assessment, 
and second, an accurate acknowledgement of stake-
holder contributions.

“Unfortunately, the planning officer’s report did 
not meet either of these expectations.

Mr Lowe said decision makers were therefore 
being asked to approve a major structural change 
without the information required to understand its 
consequences.

“Secondly, the treatment of stakeholder submis-
sions was unacceptable,” he said. 

“The VRRA submission, a detailed evidence-based 
document, was withheld from councillors until the 
day of their meeting for the decision.

“The explanation offered was that our concerns 
were adequately represented in the report. 

“They clearly were not.”
Mr Troy said council members were elected to rep-

resent the people and not developers and it was up to 
them to hold accountable city planners who might be 
acting in the interests of others. 

“There needs to be a review of how the mecha-
nisms in the planning world work,” he said. 

“Housing is overruling sound planning.”

Discover our  
digital edition online
www.echonewspaper.com.au

GUANHAO CHENG
THE Metro Outer Development Assessment Panel 
(MODAP) on Wednesday approved the development of  
two lots in Hazelmere for storage and transport depot pur-
poses despite fierce community opposition.

A petition with more than 1200 signatures opposing the in-
dustrial development of the two adjacent lots, 38 and 1101, 
raised concerns about worsening traffic.

“The routing of heavy trucks through our urban neighbour-
hoods poses a threat to our amenity, safety, quality of life, and 
local traffic conditions,” the petition said. 

“The increased traffic from heavy-duty vehicles would lead 
to noise pollution and increased wear and tear on our roads.

“More concerning is the potential safety hazards this could 
pose to pedestrians, particularly children and the elderly, who 
are most at risk from increased vehicular movement.”

Hazelmere resident Randal Swick, who lived near the pro-
posed development and began the petition, said the applica-
tion failed on planning grounds as the traffic impact assess-
ment relied on outdated information that didn’t account for 
the worsening traffic.

“The data comes from 2021,” he said.
“Since then, there’s been changes in the traffic in Bushmead, 

Guildford, Rosehill Waters and Military Road’s clogging has 
just become more serious.”

City of Swan chief executive officer Stephen Cain said the 
city was aware of the traffic concerns of Hazelmere residents.

“The city is aware of the concerns of Hazelmere residents 
with respect to the truck traffic entailed by the proposed devel-
opment of lot 38,” he said.

“The city’s assessment will recommend certain upgrades to 
Stirling Crescent and road intersections to accommodate the 
proposed additional traffic.

“While the landowners have cleared across several lots, the 
vegetation removal did not require approval under the city’s 

local planning scheme (LPS) 17.”
Hazelmere trees cleared (Echo News, September 12, 2025) 

reported a dense collection of trees populating 4.5ha of land 
on Stirling Crescent were reduced to splintered heaps.

This scene sat across from Hazelmere’s Trillion Trees facili-
ty dedicated to ecological conservation and restoration. 

“Those trees were planted by Western Power in order to sat-
isfy community concerns in regard to the substation that they 
built on the eastern side of that land,” Mr Swick said.

“Given that there was an agreement to plant those trees to 
shield everybody off the eyesore, I can’t understand how they 
had legal authority to remove them.

“At least not without an alternative, an agreement by the 
relevant authority to have an alternative shield put in place.”

Mr Cain said he could confirm the trees were originally a 
buffer for Western Power but was not part of the approval pro-
cess for their terminal.

“The trees on lot 38 were planted for the purposes of a 
buffer to Western Power infrastructure but this was not a re-
quirement of the planning approval issued by the WA Planning 
Commission,” he said.

The applicant Rise Urban did note that all submissions re-
ceived during their 14-day public consultation period were 
objections. 

Western Power also advised on January 9 that they did not 
support the proposal as it didn’t comply with the registered 
standard easement conditions under the energy operators act.

“The proposed land use activities to these sites intensifies 
the existing service of the transmission corridor from the 
Guildford Terminal and Hazelmere substation, providing 
no certainty to the level of protection to maintain safety and 
unconstrained access, limiting the impact of development to 
Western Power network assets,” they said.

“In the absence of development plans showing the locations 
of the proposed storage units, ensuring the clearance of the 
easement and safety areas cannot be determined. In addition, 

storage units on the subject sites would obstruct access to 
Western Power’s transmission lines for maintenance and nec-
essary works to occur.”

The subject land is zoned industrial under the metropolitan 
region scheme  and general industrial with a restricted use no-
tation under the City of Swan’s LPS17.

Hazelmere lot applications approved by DAP 

Mounds of chips where trees once stood on lots 38 
and 1101 which have been cleared for industrial use. 
Picture: Guanhao Cheng

GUANHAO CHENG

Swan resident Gavan Troy says The Vines 
has exemplified planning failings unneces-
sarily sacrificing amenity for profit. Picture: 
Guanhao Cheng

Calls for review of the City of 
Swan’s planning department 
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AVELEY:
Aveley Newsagency

Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

Aveley Shopping Centre
Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

BASSENDEAN:
Bassendean Library

46 Old Perth Rd
Bassendean Shopping 
Village

Cnr West & Old Perth Rd
BEECHBORO:
Beechboro Library

332 Benara Rd
BOYA:
Boya Community Centre

Clayton Rd & Scott St
BULLSBROOK:
Kingsford Village S/Centre 
Woolworths

Spitfire St & Wylde Blvd
CHIDLOW:
Chidlow Growers Market

570 Rosedale Rd
Chidlow Postal & Home 
Centre

Thomas St
DARLINGTON:
Darlington Liquor

4 Montrose Ave
EDEN HILL:
Eden Hill News & LPO

S3/85 Walter Rd
ELLENBROOK:
Dome

36 Main Street
Ellenbrook Central

204 Pinaster Rd
(cnr The Promenade)

Woodlake Village IGA
Sunray Circle

FORRESTFIELD:
Edinburgh Road S/Centre

Edinburgh Rd
Forrestfield Forum

20 Strelitzia Ave
Walridge Country Estate

Berkshire Rd
GIDGEGANNUP:
Gidgegannup News

Toodyay Rd
GLEN FORREST:
Glen Forrest Post Office

Railway Pde 
IGA Glen Forrest

Hardey Rd
HELENA VALLEY:
Helena Valley Lifestyle 
Village

2340 Helena Valley Rd
IGA Helena Valley

Torquata Blvde
HERNE HILL:
Herne Hill Village Lottery 
Centre

777 Gt Northern Hwy
Swan Settlers Market

124 Lennard St
HIGH WYCOMBE:
High Wycombe Village 
Shopping

Kalamunda Rd
Newburn Newsagency

47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA

120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:
City of Kalamunda

Railway Rd 
Crabbs IGA

12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro  
S/Centre

39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library

7 Williams St
Kalamunda Newsagency

Haynes St
Nightingales Pharmacy

123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre

21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store

5/21 Jinda Rd
LESMURDIE:
IGA Lesmurdie

241 Lesmurdie Rd 
Sanderson Road S/Centre

Sanderson Rd

MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets

5895 Great Eastern Hwy
MAIDA VALE:
Hill View Public Golf 
Course

350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA

Unit 2/31 Maida Vale Rd
MIDLAND:
Baptistcare

1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre

307 Great Eastern Hwy
City of Swan Admin. Office

Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire

71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office

4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug 
Store

243 Great Eastern Hwy
IGA Supermarket

295 Great Eastern Hwy 
Midland Library

45 Helena Street
Midland Gate S/Cente

Food Hall Entry
Real Estate Plus

Shop 2/5 Junction Parade
Swan Valley Fresh Markets

Cnr Morrison Rd & Keane 
St

Tania Lawrence Office
2/257 Gt Eastern Hwy

The Ritz Cafe
16/27 Old Great Northern 
Hwy

MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena

McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty

2/1 Mundaring Weir Rd
Coles Supermarket

Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Fresh

7110 Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Seafood

4 Wandeara Cres
Mundaring Newsagency

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Village 
Shopping Centre

7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Visitors Centre

7225 Great Eastern Hwy
Shire of Mundaring

7000 Great Eastern Hwy
PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General Store

2170 Seaborne St 
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel

10895 Great Eastern Hwy
Caltex Service Station

96 Great Eastern Hwy
SOUTH GUILDFORD:
IGA Waterhall

9 Waterhall Rd
STONEVILLE:
Stoneville Fresh Food 
Market

5345 Richardson Rd
STRATTON:
Stratton Park S/Centre

O’Connor Rd
SWAN VIEW:
IGA Swan View

139 Morrison Rd
Swan View S/Centre

Marlborough Rd
THE LAKES
The Lakes Roadhouse

Great Eastern Highway
UPPER SWAN:
Vibe Roadhouse

1447 Great Northern Hwy
WOOROLOO:
Wooroloo Liquor
& General Store

3775 Government Rd
YORK:
York Co-op

Avon Terrace
Castle Hotel

Avon Terrace

Privately owned & proudly independent

SUBSCRIBE NOW
Go to our website  
www.echonewspaper.com.au  
and click on the Subscription link  
in the top right hand corner 

Or pick up your  
Echo Newspaper from: 

and get your FREE ECHO NEWS  
DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX every week

Thought for the day
“Always and never are two words you should 
always remember never to use.”  
                                       – Wendell Johnson

Case for
artificial
lawns
Dear Echo News,
Catherine Dixon needs 
to talk to people who 
have artificial lawn 
around their homes.  
She obviously has little 
knowledge of it.

Yes, it can get warm-
er than normal grass 
during the day, but that 
is a limited time.  

At least it retains its 
pleasant, clean look, 
indicating that the 
owners care about the 
appearance of their 
home for themselves 
and their neighbours.

It does not smell!  If 
it is put down correctly, 
it may shrink a little in 
places, but not really 
noticeable.  

A few weeds do 
come up around the 
outer edges and are 
easily removed.

It does not look ugly, 
just the opposite, far 
better than all the hous-
es that leave the front 
of their homes looking 
like deserted coun-
try with dry earth and 
weeds all over.  

I have always be-
lieved that councils 
should create a law that 
allows them to go in 
and clean up the fronts 
of homes and charge 
the owner who is too 
lazy to do it.

Far better than hav-
ing suburbs looking 
like totally neglected 
slum areas.

My last house had 
artificial lawns in the 
front and around the 
back, with built-in 
putting greens that the 
kids loved.  

When the ‘grass’ 
was a bit hot, they sim-
ply wore sandals.  No 
problem!

Sometimes, poor 
quality material can 
fade, but I found that 
when that happened it 
was covered by war-
ranty and replaced.  (I 
had it done.)

I like trees, but the 
problem you have in 

The Echo reserves the right to edit letters for length, legal reasons 
or clarity. The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Echo. All letters must contain the author’s full name, ad-
dress and phone number for verification purposes.

developments these 
days is that houses are 
built so close to the 
verge, that any trees 
planted in the front 
of the house finish up 
spreading over the 
houses and filling gut-
ters with leaves, etc, 
creating constant work-
load and a fire risk.  

We need them, but 
they have to be grown 
in selected areas – per-
haps by council on the 
verge (their responsi-
bility).

The other thing she 
has no idea of is that 
many of us old pen-
sioner people no longer 
have the strength to 
mow lawns, do gar-
dening, etc, nor do we 
have the finances to 
employ gardeners, so 
being able to make our 
homes look good in the 
neighbourhood for all 
to see, using artificial 
lawn is a definite plus.

The other huge ad-
vantage is not needing 
to use excessive wa-
ter on lawns - water 
is something we have 
a limited supply of 
in WA – and getting 
worse.  

That is another plus.  
Follow Ms Dixon’s 

plans and the use of 
water will escalate 
enormously, something 
WA cannot manage un-
til it decides to bring 
water down from the 
north through the cen-
tre of WA.  

An idea the govern-
ment keep putting off.

Maybe Ms Dix-
on likes the unkempt 
fronts with dry earth 
and weeds all over the 
place.  

Incidentally, I be-
lieve these neglected 
areas give off more 
heat than the artificial 
lawn, and they do look 
ugly!
S Oliver 
Ellenbrook

Drivers 
and
trolleys
Dear Echo News,
While on a regular vis-
it to Midland, my wife 
and I were able to get 
the Echo News and 
there were two items I 
wish to comment about 
in the January edition.

Firstly, suggestions 
on reducing the pedes-
trian fatalities.

No matter what the 
police and Main Roads 
do they will continue to 
happen.

There is nothing 
wrong with the roads, 
it is the way the road 
users drive on them.

They are not listen-
ing to what the police 
are telling them. 

Accidents will con-
tinue until road users 
change their attitude in 
the way they drive.

Secondly, shopping 
trolleys being dumped.

Supermarkets supply 
them to customers as a 
courtesy. 

On the east coast, 
Cairns in particular, at 
IGA and Woolies their 
trolleys cannot go past 
the checkout.

From that point cus-
tomers must transfer 
their items to their own 
bags or fold up trol-
leys: problem solved of 
dumped trolleys. 
F Cherry 
South Lake

Planning
in High
Wycombe
Dear Echo News,
I am writing in re-
sponse to the article by 
Guanhao Cheng Kala-
munda’s three headed 
High Wycombe chal-
lenges (Echo News, 
Jan 23) about planning 

in High Wycombe. 
I have tried for many 

years to raise issues 
about development 
along the Darling 
Scarp - which has the 
oldest, most rare and 
diverse ecosystems. 

I am particularly 
concerned about the 
frameworks used to 
make planning deci-
sions, which are only 
focused on acquiring 
land for industry and 
development. 

These frameworks 
preclude decisions 
about the health and 
wellbeing of commu-
nity and environment, 
and about the devel-
opment of economic 
systems that directly 
benefit the local com-
munity.

Planning consulta-
tions I have attended 
have consistently si-
lenced many. 

What happens after 
community ‘consulta-
tions’ remains unseen, 
and I have recently 
written to government 
and requested more in-
formation about this. 

No reply so far. 
For a future to exist 

that is not on fire we 
have no alternative but 
to return to a coordi-
nated planning system 
that provides for hous-
ing (and development) 
and the environment. 

The mess in High 
Wycombe is the out-
come of an ad hoc 
planning process with 
little thought for the 
consequences to the 
wellbeing of  commu-
nity and environment. 

I also mention the 
development of areas 
designated conserva-
tion that are more and 
more frequently de-
stroyed for housing. 

The most recent of 
these is Cambridge Re-
serve in Forrestfield. 
E Kahlo 
Forrestfield

Change 
the date
Dear Echo News,
I get frustrated when 
I see that nothing is 
being done to make 
Australia Day a day all 
about Australia itself, 
not a day of white inva-
sion, or any other clash 
of races.

Australia Day is now 
all about multi-cultural 
Australia, not any inva-
sion.  

So, I see no reason 
not to change the date 
to one that will be ac-
cepted by all, especially 
Australia’s first inhabit-
ants, Aboriginals.

From all historical re-
search reports, Aborigi-
nals have been in Aus-
tralia for over 50,000 
years, so why does the 
government not give 
them the right to choose 
a day in which they 
would be happy.  

There was no calen-
dar then, so no way of 
knowing just when the 
Aboriginals arrived 
here, but that does not 
matter.  

All that matters is 
that we have an “Aus-
tralia Day” that accepts 
all people, regardless 
of race, and says that 
Australia is our great 
country!

You only have to look 
at all the different rac-
es that have just been 
granted Australian citi-
zenship to see just what 
a great multi-cultural 
country Australia has 
become.

It is time the media, 
who have enormous 
power, started to put 
pressure on the gov-
ernment to make the 
change.  We do not 
want to continue to see 
our Aboriginal people 
upset about the terrible 
suffering they had to 
contend with in the ear-
ly ‘invasion’ days.
S Oliver 
Ellenbrook 
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STRIKE Force Vulcan officers are 
seeking the public’s assistance for in-
formation as they investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding last week’s 
bushfire that occurred in Ellenbrook 
on Thursday, January 29. 

About 3.05pm, police and Depart-
ment of Fire and Emergency Services 
(DFES) were advised of a large bushfire 
in the vicinity of Broadway and Elmina 
Avenue. 

The fire quickly spread and threatened 

homes and lives with approximately 15 
hectares of bushland being burnt in the 
fire.

According to DFES 75 crews had 
been called in to fight the blaze, with 
multiple waterbombers assisting from 
the air.

The cause of the fire is believed to 
have been started by a cigarette butt, 
and anyone with any information is 
requested to contact Crime Stoppers 
either online at www.crimestopperswa.

com.au or by calling 1800 333 000. 
Reports can be made anonymously. 
Anyone with any CCTV, mobile 

phone, or dash-cam vision taken in 
the area of this fire, can upload the vi-
sion direct to investigators via the link: 
https://wapf.au.evidence.com/axon/
community-request/public/vulcan

Rewards of up to $25,000 are avail-
able for information that leads to the 
identification and conviction of an ar-
sonist. 

Strike Force Vulcan investigates Ellenbrook fire

MUNDARING GP Super Clinic will op-
erate the Mundaring Medicare urgent 
care clinic to be located at 3 Mundar-
ing Weir Road and expected to open by 
mid-February and be fully bulk billed.  

The clinic will be open seven days a 
week operating extended hours and is ex-
pected to ease pressure on the St John of 
God Midland Public Hospital emergency 
department, where around 30 percent of 
presentations in 2024-25 were for semi-ur-
gent or non-urgent conditions.

Renovations are currently underway in 
the neighbouring premises of the super 
clinic where the new urgent care clinic will 
open, and when completed the two clinics 
will be connected.

The Mundaring clinic will join the ex-
isting network of 11 Medicare urgent care 
clinics operating across Western Australia 
which have seen more than 260,500 pres-
entations since the first site opened in June 
2023.

Bullwinkel MP Trish Cook said she was 
proud to be part of a government that is 

strengthening Medicare and delivering real 
cost-of-living relief for the people of Bull-
winkel.

“The new Mundaring urgent care clinic 
will deliver fully bulk billed urgent care 
that is accessible to everyone in our com-
munity, not just those who can afford it,” 
she said.

“As a nurse, I know how important it is 
to have access to urgent healthcare close to 
home and this clinic will make a tangible 
difference to the family budget and ensure 
that medical attention is available when it’s 
needed most.” 

Federal Health Minister Mark Butler said 
the Albanese government is getting on with 
the job of delivering more Medicare urgent 
care clinics for people in Western Australia. 

“The new clinic in Mundaring will be 
open seven days a week, extended hours 
and most importantly it will be fully bulk 
billed.

“This clinic will take pressure off the 
local hospitals, including St John of God 
Midland Public Hospital, and will fill an 
important gap in services across extended 
hours and over the weekend.”

Mundaring GP Super Clinic to operate urgent care clinic
PETER W LEWIS

MLC Klasey Hirst, Carol Wright, Carol Pontague, Amanda Baldisseri, Dr Charity 
Low, and  Bullwinkel MP Trish Cook at the Mundaring GP Super Clinic.

Midland families struggling to 
cover back-to-school costs 
AS children across WA returned to classrooms 
this week, Vinnies WA has been seeing a surge 
in calls for help to cover back-to-school costs as 
families grapple with the rising costs of living, 
with Midland being one of the places of highest 
demand.

Since late last year, Vinnies’ Emergency Relief 
call centre has been inundated with calls from 
parents seeking help to cover the cost of school 
essentials, with more than half the callers being 
single parents with dependent children.

Vinnies WA community engagement servic-
es director Andrew York said the spike in calls 
highlights the growing financial struggles for WA 
families who are unable to cover their child’s ed-
ucation costs, including school bags, uniforms, 
lunchboxes and stationery. 

“Too many children start the school year 
without basics like uniforms, stationery or even 
enough food,” Mr York said. 

“This is reflected in our community, and we’re 
seeing this across several of our emergency relief 
locations, which are run by our volunteer mem-
bers, who have seen a notable increase in requests 
for school-related support,” Mr York said.

At the start of each year, Vinnies WA launch-
es its back-to-school program which provides 
around 1000 WA students with backpacks filled 
with school essentials such as stationery, lunch-
boxes, and drink bottles. 

The program also provides help to cover uni-
form costs and assistance with buying essentials 
from retailers like Officeworks, Big W and Kmart.

“At Vinnies, we believe no child should go 
without,” Vinnies WA chief executive officer Ann 
Curran said. 

“Every child in WA should have the opportuni-
ty to access a good education, without the burden 
of financial stress, and by providing support to 
struggling families, we look to make their lives 
that little bit easier.”

Running parallel to the emergency relief sup-
port, Vinnies WA concurrently runs a back-to-
school appeal, which calls for the WA community 
to dig deep and donate to struggling WA families 

who can’t afford to provide school essentials for 
their child.

“Rising living costs are forcing families to 
make impossible choices,” Ms Curran said.  

“Your donation to our appeal helps provide es-
sential school items and nutritious meals, giving 
children the confidence to learn and belong. And 
that is where we can make a real difference to 
peoples’ lives.”

Last year, the appeal raised around $100,000 
for WA school children in need, and it’s hoped 
that even more can be raised this year. 

People can donate to Vinnies’ appeal at www.
vinnies.org.au/WA

Vinnies WA CEO Ann Curran and Commu-
nity Engagement Services director Andrew 
York with 16 school bags filled with essential 
supplies, which will be donated to school 
children in need.
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SWAN residents say illegal dumping has reached 
a breaking point on Roe Highway as piles of 
household waste and hazardous asbestos roofing 
are left to rot along the main thoroughfare. 

The makeshift tip, located at a truck lay-by along 
the highway, has transformed from an eyesore to a 
public health hazard, as scattered furniture, clothing, 
and drawers have now bled into the neighbouring 
nature reserve.  

But it is the recent addition of broken asbestos 
sheeting that has set the community on edge.  

Swan resident Ashley King, who frequents the 
area for exercise, said the site was growing at an 
alarming rate while authorities remain idle. 

“The rubbish piling up and left to decompose 
along the major road is just terrible,” he said.  

“I’ve contacted Main Roads a number of times 
about the issue, but it seems to just fall on deaf ears.  

“It is sad to see a few people not take pride in their 
environment and ruin it for other residents, dumping 
rubbish wherever they think is convenient.” 

Mr King said he was alarmed seeing the asbestos 
lying nearby to an Aboriginal community, as the re-
lease of fibres can pose a threat to pedestrians, wild-
life, and the environment.  

“The pile of asbestos roofing just sitting there is 

particularly dangerous, especially to people walking 
by like I do,” he said.  

“What if kids from the nearby community went 
exploring and came across it? We shouldn’t have to 
live with it; the buck stops with Main Roads.”  

Mr King said that while Main Roads has imple-
mented designated signage to try and stop the dump-
ing, the current measures are insufficient and alter-
native solutions are needed. 

“Theres a ‘no dumping’ sign in the middle of the 
area with rubbish just piled up around it, obviously 
the solution Main Roads thought of is just not work-
ing,” he said. 

“The community deserves a proper response from 
Main Roads about what they are planning to do 
about this.” 

As reported in Gidgegannup residents demand ac-
tion over illegal dumping (Echo News, January 23) 
similar frustrations were shared by Gidgegannup 
residents who blamed high costs at the waste man-
agement facility at Red Hill for a surge of dumping 
along Toodyay Road.  

For residents living in the eastern metropolitan re-
gion looking to dump asbestos at the waste manage-
ment facility, they can expect to pay $120 per tonne 
of asbestos waste.  

Main Roads have confirmed they are investigating 
the matter. 

Dumping crisis continues in Swan
BRAYDEN MOULD 

A ‘no dumping’ sign is the only deterrent on site to stop illegal dumping.

Swan illegal dumping
offenders face court

CITY of Swan is urging the com-
munity to dispose of waste respon-
sibly after a large-scale illegal 
dumping incident in Swan View 
resulted in penalties for two indi-
viduals.

In June 2025, city rangers re-
sponded to a report of an extensive 
pile of waste dumped in Swan View. 

The dumped materials covered an 
area approximately 30m long and 
included a wide range of hazardous 
items, creating a serious public safe-
ty risk.

The location of the dumping, at 
the cul de sac end of a residential 
street frequently used by children, 
heightened the danger to the com-
munity. 

The presence of sharp building 
materials, pressurised cylinders, and 
unsecured refrigerators posed sig-
nificant risks.

The clean-up operation required 
specialised equipment and signif-
icant city resources, and a total of 
three tonnes of waste were removed 

at a direct cost to the city.
Following an investigation by city 

rangers, the materials were traced 
back to former occupants of a near-
by property who were charged un-
der the Litter Act 1979 (WA).

The matter was heard at the Mid-
land Magistrates Court in January 
2026. Neither of the accused ap-
peared, and both were convicted in 
their absence. 

The court imposed a penalty of 
$800 on each offender in addition 
to being ordered to pay the city’s 
clean up costs of $2469 each, and 
the city’s legal costs of $678 each.

In total, $7894 was ordered to be 
paid to the city.

“The City of Swan welcomes the 
outcome, which reinforces that il-
legal dumping is a serious offence 
with significant consequences. En-
suring a safe and clean environment 
for all residents remains a priority, 
and the community is encouraged to 
report any incidents of illegal dump-
ing to the city,” a spokesperson said.

Illegal dumping in the City of Swan.

BROWN Park is now set to come alive after dark, 
with the Shire of Mundaring officially switching 
on new LED lighting at the Brown Park upper 
oval.

The lights were officially switched on during a 
community lights-on event on Thursday, January 29 
where local sporting clubs and community groups 
gathered to celebrate the milestone together.

Midland MLA Steve Catania joined Shire Presi-
dent Paige McNeil, and councillors Woods, Cicchini, 
Strutt and Heptinstall at the event, marking the com-
pletion of an upgrade that will significantly expand 
how and when the oval can be used.

The project includes four high-performance, en-
ergy-efficient LED floodlights designed to deliver 
strong, even lighting across the oval. 

The upgrade improves safety, visibility and access, 
and opens new opportunities for evening training, 
matches and informal recreation.

President McNeil said the new lights will make a 
real difference to how the community uses the oval.

“This upgrade changes what’s possible at Brown 
Park and reflects the shire’s focus on practical im-
provements shaped by community feedback” she 
said.

“The new lights mean people can train, play and 
spend time outdoors later into the evening, while 
feeling safe and confident using the space.

“Our community told us they wanted lighting to 
enhance how the park is used, and this is a great 
example of the shire delivering on community feed-
back.”

Local sporting clubs have welcomed the upgrade 
saying the new lighting will support participation, 
flexibility and growth.

Swan View Cricket Club president David Pease 
said the upgrade was a game changer for the club.

“This has been a project we’ve been looking for-
ward to for a very long time, I’m looking forward to 
coming down and watching the footy boys play in 
the winter and for our cricket teams we can keep all 
our juniors at the one club where we want to play.”

Swan View Football Club president Darren Rullo 
thanked the shire for making sure the clubs were part 
of the project as it came to fruition.

“There’s so many people before us who wanted 
the facilities we’re now getting at Brown Park, the 
lights, the car park, it’s just the start of something 
that’s going to get bigger and bigger.”

Cont. p17

Brown Park lights shine on

The lights have been turned on at Brown Park Oval.
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THE official opening of the $9 million Ellenbrook 
Community Centre on Saturday, January 31 marks 
the final milestone of the eagerly awaited facility set 
to become the community heart of one of the City of 
Swan’s fastest-growing suburbs.

The centre will bring diverse groups together within a 
central, purpose-built facility providing extra function, ac-
tivity and workshop spaces designed to accommodate a 
wide range of community uses.

“The project has been community-driven, shaped by lo-
cal needs and aspirations,” a spokesperson said.

“The Men’s Shed will benefit significantly from expand-
ed and purpose-designed workshop facilities, including 
dedicated spaces for woodwork and metalwork. 

“These improvements will also support associated arts 
and skills-based programs such as stained glass and pho-
tography, enabling greater participation and skills devel-
opment across the community.”

Hasluck MP Tania Lawrence said she was delighted to 
see the project reach its conclusion.

“The Ellenbrook Community Centre will serve not only 
Ellenbrook but also its neighbouring, fast-developing 
communities,” she said.

“This is a shared space for so many of our wonderful 
local groups. It is another great example of different levels 
of government coming together to serve the needs of our 
growing communities.”

Deputy Premier and West Swan MLA Rita Saffioti said 
she was looking forward to seeing the centre become a 
major focus for community-based activities in the rapidly 

growing region.  
“Facilities such as the centre perform an essential role in 

bringing communities closer together,” she said.
City of Swan Mayor Tanya Richardson said the mile-

stone is a proud moment for the city.
“This is a hugely exciting day for Ellenbrook. We are 

proud to be delivering on our promise to provide a mod-
ern, accessible community space for residents to call their 
own,” she said.

The $9m project was made possible by $3.5m funding 
from the Department of Local Government, Industry Reg-
ulation and Safety, $2m from the federal Department of In-
frastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Commu-
nications and the Arts, $2m from Lotterywest, and $1.5m 
from the City of Swan.

Supporting the development and construction phases 
of the project were Castle Projects, Site Architecture, and 
Hodge Collard Preston Architects.

Ellenbrook Community Centre opens its doors

Cutting a ribbon to mark the official opening are City of Swan Mayor Tanya Richardson, Hasluck MP 
Tania Lawrence, Swan Hills MLA Michelle Maynard, and Lotterywest general manager Lorna Pritchard.

Mundaring Christian College graduate 
Luke Jones and Swan Christian College 
student Asha Winsor both recommend 
the Camp Hero experience.

Camp Hero helping our 
eastern suburbs teens

TWO eastern suburbs students are en-
couraging local teens to apply for a youth 
leadership camp, after crediting the expe-
rience with helping them build confidence, 
resilience and a stronger sense of purpose in 
their schools and communities.

Delivered by WA youth mental health organ-
isation zero2hero, Camp Hero is a fully fund-
ed, five-day leadership and wellbeing camp for 
young people aged 15 - 18. 

Research shows around 80 per cent of young 
Australians are more likely to seek support 
from a peer than a parent, teacher or profes-
sional. 

Camp Hero equips emerging leaders with 
the skills to look after their own wellbeing, but 
also recognise when a mate might be strug-
gling, listen without judgement, offer safe 
support, and know when and how to escalate 
concerns.

Swan Christian College student Asha Win-
sor attended Camp Hero after feeling unsure of 
her place at school and in her community.

 “I was shy and nervous around others and 
never saw myself as a leader. I didn’t think 
people would listen to my ideas because I 
didn’t have the confidence to speak up,” she 
said.

That mindset shifted during the camp.
“At Camp Hero, I learned what it real-

ly means to be a good leader. I realised that 
helping others, whether with mental health or 
everyday challenges, is something I’m really 
passionate about,” she said.

After returning home, Asha applied to be-
come a leader at her school’s trade centre.

“Not only was I accepted, but the school 
created a whole new role for me, trade centre 
service captain, focused on helping others and 
working with charitable organisations,” she 
said.

Asha said the experience also had a noticea-
ble impact beyond school.

“My family has noticed how much happier 
and more confident I am. I’m more comforta-
ble meeting new people and getting involved,  
Cont. p17
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SHIRE of Mundaring welcomed new Aus-
tralian citizens and celebrated outstanding 
local volunteers at its annual Citizenship 
and Community Awards ceremony held at 
Boya Community Centre on Australia Day.

Thirty new Australians from 12 countries 
were officially welcomed into the communi-
ty, alongside the recognition of three residents 
and a community group whose dedication and 
service have made a lasting impact across the 
shire. 

Citizen awards were presented acknowl-
edging contributions that strengthen commu-
nity connection, inclusion and sustainability 
with Joan Quinn and Majorie Moyle receiv-
ing the inspirational volunteer award, William 
Pether the young citizen of the year and Jane 
Brook Catchment Group receiving the long 
service award.

Shire President Paige McNeil said the cer-
emony provides a meaningful opportunity to 
both welcome new citizens and acknowledge 
those who give their time and energy to sup-
porting others.

“Australia Day provides an opportunity to 
reflect on what brings us together as a com-
munity,” President McNeil said.

“We are incredibly fortunate to have pas-
sionate volunteers and community leaders 

who go above and beyond to make Shire of 
Mundaring such a connected, inclusive and 
caring place to live.

“I congratulate Joan Quinn, Marjorie 
Moyle, Will Pether and Jane Brook Catch-
ment Group and on their well-deserved rec-
ognition. Their generosity, leadership and 
commitment truly reflect the spirit of our 
community.”

For more than a decade, Joan Quinn has 
helped shape Mount Helena into the connect-
ed and community-driven place it is today. 

As Mount Helena Residents and Ratepay-
ers Progress Association president she has 
encouraged people of all ages to get involved, 
share ideas and take pride in their town.

She stepped into leadership at a time when 
the association needed new direction bringing 
energy, warmth and a strong focus on work-
ing together. 

Under her guidance, the group has become 
a trusted voice for the community and a 
champion for local projects.

Her support for young people has been es-
pecially important and she led community 
efforts to upgrade the Mount Helena Skate 
Park, delivering new facilities that young 
people now enjoy every day.

She has also been a strong advocate for 

local sport helping secure improvements at 
Elsie Austin Oval, including new accessible 
changerooms with the upgrades supporting 
all abilities players, girls’ and juniors’ teams, 
and the broader Mount Helena community.

Her passion for local heritage has helped re-
connect residents with places that matter and 
she has worked to restore the WWI Lion Mill 
honour roll, revive the ANZAC Day service 
and support the Mount Helena Swim Club.

For more than forty years, Marjorie Moyle 
has been a much-loved and dependable pres-
ence in the Mundaring and Eastern Hills com-
munity.

She has devoted decades to the Country 
Women’s Association, serving as treasurer 
of the Mundaring branch for 40 years and re-
maining an active member for 49 years.

She has also guided and supported genera-
tions of young athletes in her roles in the East-
ern Hills Little Athletics including club man-
ager, coach and life member and also helping 
to re-establish the Mundaring Little Athletics 
Club and coaching across several local clubs 
for many years.

Her service extends beyond sport and in 
2024 she received two Hasluck volunteer of 
the year awards and also supported the Fire-
fighters School in Stoneville by preparing 

lunches for volunteers since 2015.
Will Pether has been a proud part of the 

Stoneville Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade since 
he was 15. 

He qualified as a firefighter a year later and 
has been showing up for his community ever 
since giving his time generously. 

He has completed all required training, 
built strong skills and is always ready to lend 
a hand, no matter the task. 

Brigade members describe him as respect-
ful, reliable and a great person to work with.

The Jane Brook Catchment Group has been 
caring for the local environment for more 
than 25 years protecting the natural beauty of 
the catchment.

The group began in 1989 as the Bugle Tree 
Creek - Jane Brook Protection Society and 
became the Jane Brook Catchment Group in 
1998. 

Since then, volunteers have restored bush-
land, improved habitat and shared their 
knowledge across the community.

Members apply for and manage grants, lead 
restoration projects and support the Railway 
Heritage Trail and nearby wildlife corridors 
and run displays, lead bushwalks and work 
together with other environmental groups to 
build local understanding and stewardship.

Mundaring recognises heroes at citizenship awards

THE Bilgoman diving lady has been a symbol 
of summer in the Perth Hills for over 40 years 
and has finally received an official name after 
community voted on more than 200 name sub-
missions.

The diving lady was named Billie on January 30 
at the Bilgoman wave rave party which saw around 
220 attendants participating. 

Other contenders were Bindi, meaning butterfly 
in Noongar language and Hilda, meaning warrior 
in German and a homage to the Perth Hills. 

Shire of Mundaring President Paige McNeil said 
the diving lady has been a much-loved local land-
mark for a long time, but she never had an official 
name.

“The decision to formally name her was about 
recognising her place in our community story.

“Over the years, the sculpture has taken on 
meaning for many locals and naming her reflects 
that sense of connection rather than changing what 
she represents.

“It helps ensure the story of the artwork is docu-

mented and can be passed on, rather than remaining 
informal or assumed.”

Swan View resident Cam Barratt said the name 
was inspired by the Bilgoman itself.

“The logical choice was the female version of 
Bill as it’s the Bilgoman aquatic centre,” he said.

“We’ve been going up and down the hill for 
many years and we’d always see her.

“She’s a symbol of surf lifesaving, which I don’t 
want to take away from, but naming her Billie also 
has special meaning for me.”

Mr Barratt said his close friend named Billy who 
was diagnosed with motor neurone disease (MND) 
was also partial inspiration for the name.

“I think about Billie being about community and 
impact, and I think about Billy too and the effect 
MND has on not just the victims but their families.

“Having that sense of community is important.
“It’d be great if there was more awareness out 

there about MND.
“Because of that, Billie has an extra layer of spe-

cial of meaning for me.”

Shire of Mundaring President Paige McNeil presenting awards to statue-naming winner 
Cam Barratt and nominee Jannina. Picture: Rebecca De Vries

Bilgoman diving lady officially named Billie

Members of the Jane Brook Catchment Group, Will Pether, Marjorie Moyle and Joan Quinn receive their Shire of Mundaring awards.
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CONSTRUCTION has begun at the site of the 
$145 million Swan Active Ellenbrook project 
which is expected to open at the end of 2027.

Waterslides, pools and spas, a fitness centre, 
gym, wellness rooms and sports hall, plus outdoor 
amenities such as BBQs and picnic areas, are all 
included in the scope of the community-driven pro-
ject.

The centre will incorporate state of the art sus-
tainability initiatives, including a large solar array 
and environmentally friendly landscaping in out-
door areas.

The federal government has committed $30m to 
the project while the state government has commit-
ted a further $20m.

Hasluck MP Tania Lawrence said the commence-
ment of construction marked a huge step forward 
for the Ellenbrook community. 

“Swan Active Ellenbrook will be a place where 
families come together and our whole community 
can enjoy a healthier, more active lifestyle.

“I’m incredibly proud that the Albanese Labor 
government is investing in this project, which will 
deliver long-lasting benefits for one of the fast-
est-growing areas in our country.”

Swan Hills MLA Michelle Maynard said Swan 
Active Ellenbrook will soon be bringing multiple 
benefits to a fast-growing community.

“As the local member, I’m pleased to see this 
centre open and ready to support local groups and 

community activities in Ellenbrook,” she said. 
City of Swan Mayor Tanya Richardson said sup-

port from the state and federal governments had 
been invaluable in bringing the project to life. 

“It’s a perfect example of what can be achieved 
by three levels of government – federal, state and 
local – working together for the benefit of the com-
munity.

“I am delighted to be here at this very important 
moment and thrilled to see the great progress made 
towards delivering our promise to the people of El-
lenbrook,” she said.

Deputy Premier and West Swan MLA Rita Saffi-
oti said she was delighted to see the project reach 
another significant milestone.

“This is an important day for everyone in Ellen-
brook, with this fantastic community asset moving 
nearer to completion,” she said.

Federal Infrastructure, Transport, Regional De-
velopment and Local Government Minister Cath-
erine King noted that it was cooperation between 
all three levels of government that would deliver 
the project.  

“Building this facility is also building a stronger 
community and supporting better health outcomes 
for the people who live here,” she said. 

“With not only pools, slides and a barbeque, 
Swan Active Ellenbrook will be a centre for com-
munity connection, activity and fun for years to 
come.”

Artist’s impression of the completed Swan Active Ellenbrook.

Construction begins at 
Swan Active Ellenbrook

SWAN City Youth Service (SCYS) has received a $20,000 funding boost to 
support vital equipment and maintenance upgrades that will strengthen 
the organisation’s day to day operations.

The funding was an election commitment from Midland MLA Steve Catania 
and has been invested in practical infrastructure improvements, including new 
storage cabinets and laptops for staff to improve efficiency, support frontline 
workers, and enhance SCYS’s ability to deliver services to young people 
across the community.

SCYS provides essential support to young people facing disadvantage, in-
cluding counselling, outreach, case management and access to safe, supportive 
spaces and works directly with young people experiencing instability, disen-
gagement or personal crisis, helping them build pathways toward stability and 
independence.

The delivery of the commitment reflects a focus on ensuring community 
organisations have the resources they need to operate effectively and continue 
supporting vulnerable young people across the region.

Mr Catania said the Swan City Youth Service does valuable work with 
young people who often need support the most.

“They are on the ground every day, providing real help and that’s something 
I value deeply. This commitment was always intended to deliver practical im-
provements, and I’m pleased to see it now supporting staff with the equipment 
they need to do their jobs effectively.”

Swan City Youth Service chief executive officer Rachel Robertson said the 
funding had made a real difference for her team.

“Having reliable equipment and properly fitted storage allows our staff to 
work more efficiently and focus on what matters most, supporting young peo-
ple in our community.”

Swan City Youth Service 
gets $20K funding boost

Steve Catania at the Swan City Youth Service.

APPLICATIONS are now open for the Y WA’s 
(formerly YMCA) Youth Parliament, with 
young people from across WA encouraged to 
take part in one of the state’s leading youth 
leadership and civic engagement programs. 

Now in its 31st year, the non-partisan Youth Par-
liament program empowers young people to have 
a voice in Parliament and their local communities, 
while providing a unique opportunity to engage di-
rectly with the democratic process.

It also helps participants to develop leadership, 
advocacy and public speaking skills.

The four-month program is open to young peo-
ple aged 15 to 25 from Perth metropolitan and re-
gional Western Australia.

Participants are selected to represent elector-
ates across the state with youth members coming 
together to identify and debate issues impacting 
young West Australians.

By doing so, they build meaningful connections 
and develop skills to create real social change.

Y WA Chief Executive Officer Dr Tim McDon-
ald said participants gained a hands-on insight into 
the Australian political system by researching key 
issues, drafting youth-focused legislation, and de-
bating bills in a parliamentary setting.

“Young West Australians have powerful ideas 
and perspectives,” Dr McDonald said.

“This program creates a space for them to learn, 
connect and lead and to be taken seriously in deci-
sion-making processes.

“Throughout the program, participants act as 
youth members with each representing a Western 
Australian electorate.”

The program culminates in July 2026, when 
youth members attend Parliament House and par-
ticipate in a formal parliamentary debate in the 
chamber. 

Following the sittings, all bills are presented to 
members of the state government and opposition, 
as well as the Governor of Western Australia, the 
Lord Mayor of Perth and the WA Department for 
Communities.

Over the past three decades, Youth Parliament 
has demonstrated its impact, with several youth-de-
veloped bills later reflected in state legislation.

Previous Youth Parliament bills have addressed 
issues including coercive control, environmental 
sustainability, housing affordability, health access, 
education, and youth justice, often years before 
similar reforms were introduced by government.

The Y WA Youth Parliament welcomes applica-
tions from young people of all genders, abilities, 
cultures, religions and sexual orientations.

Applications for the 2026 Y WA Youth Parlia-
ment close on February 19, 2026.

To apply or find out more, visit https://forms. 
office.com/r/dAJfqSizYF

Caitlyn Cox (Caversham), Jaeger Peters (Bassendean), Tomas Dwyer (Lesmurdie), Yusr 
Kadhem (Ballajura), Nevaeh Pekan (Woodbridge) and Merryn Hodgson (Brigadoon) all 
took part in the 2025 Y WA Youth Parliament program and recommend the experience.

MIKE PEETERS

Young people encouraged to 
apply for Youth Parliament
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As we transition from Birak 
to Bunuru, this season has 
certainly made itself felt, with 
the New Year’s Day bushfire 
coming far too close to home 
for many in our community. 

I extend my sincere thanks to the Department of Fire 
and Emergency Services, the City’s Community Safety 
team, and all partnering agencies for their swift and 
coordinated response to the recent fires. On behalf of 
our community, we are truly grateful for your dedication 
and hard work.

The recent heatwave and local fire activity serve as 
an important reminder for us all to stay prepared 
throughout the bushfire season. This includes keeping 
properties well maintained and ensuring you have a 
clear and up-to-date bushfire plan in place.

As the school year begins, there is so much happening 
for residents of all ages across the beautiful City of 
Kalamunda. Our Term programs have now resumed 
at our Recreation Centres and Libraries, offering a 
wide range of activities—from language classes and 
educational workshops to social groups and sporting 
programs. There really is something for everyone.

We also have some exciting events on the horizon, 
including the much-loved return of the Sunset Series. In 
partnership with local schools, movie screenings will be 
held at a variety of convenient locations across the City. 
To view the full program, visit 
www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/sunset.

And don’t forget, the Kalamunda Readers Festival is just 
around the corner! The City's first-ever literary festival 
will showcase renowned West Australian authors 
including Rachael Johns, Sara Foster, Michael Trant and 
many more. With author talks, panel discussions and 
workshops spanning crime and mystery, romantasy, 
and children’s fiction, it’s an event not to be missed. Get 
your tickets at 
www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/kalamunda-readers-
festival.

Enjoy the last golden weeks of summer, and I look 
forward to seeing you out and about in the City of 
Kalamunda.

Mayor Margaret Thomas JP

Public Agenda Brie�ng Forum
6:30pm, Tuesday 10 February

Ordinary Council Meeting
6:30pm, Tuesday 24 February
Administration Centre, Council Chambers

Visit kalamunda.wa.gov.au to view the Agenda

View
News from your City | February 2026

Kalamunda

Mayor's
MESSAGE

Connect with us

Sign up to our FREE 
monthly e-news by 
scanning the QR code.

kalamunda.wa.gov.au/newsletters

Stay connected through socials.
@cityofkalamunda

Contact Us
9257 9999 | enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au
2 Railway Road, Kalamunda
PO Box 42 Kalamunda WA 6926

Prohibited Burning 
1 December 2025 – 31 March 2026

No burning allowed.
Report all signs of �re to 000

Ready to make 2026 your healthiest year yet? 

Hartfield Park Recreation Centre is making 
it easier than ever with their 
February Kickstarter deal: 30 
days of unlimited gym and 
group fitness classes for just $30!

The City celebrated community spirit and 
new beginnings by welcoming 61 new 
Australian citizens and 12 children from 
24 countries, while also honouring three 
outstanding Community Citizen of the Year 
Award recipients.

Congratulations to our 2026 award recipients:

• Taynan Lilydale,
Young Community Citizen of the Year

• Amandah-Kayte Lead, 
Community Citizen of the Year

• Kalamunda Rotary,
Active Citizenship Award

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS AND NEW AUSTRALIANS

Experience the magic of outdoor movies this summer! 
In partnership with local schools, the 2026 Sunset Series is 
coming to a variety of locations in the City of Kalamunda!

With 5 screenings coming up this February and March, 
these FREE events bring together community and provides 
valuable fundraising opportunities for schools.

View the full line-up at 
www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/sunset

Have Your Say

Join the conversation and contribute to 
matters happening in your City.

Scan the QR code for more 
or visit engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au

SUNSET SERIES RETURNS FOR 2026
SEE YOU UNDER THE STARS!

COUNTDOWN TO THE 
READER'S FESTIVAL!

$30 FOR 30 DAYS @ 
HARTFIELD PARK!

The City is set to unlock creativity, inspiration, and 
storytelling magic at the brand-new Kalamunda Readers 
Festival, taking place from 20–22 March 2026.

Showcasing a huge line-up of 19 popular fiction authors 
and illustrators, including local West Australian stars such 
as Michael Trant, Rachael Johns, Sara Foster, Gabriel Evans, 
James Foley, Kate Emery, Renée Treml, Madeline Te Whiu, 
Juliet Marillier, Emily Paull, Stefanie Koens, Stephen B. Platt, 
Tamara Moss, Sasha Wasley and many more.

Tickets for the festival are now on sale -
Tickets are going fast, so hurry and secure 
your spot before it’s too late!

www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/kalamunda-
readers-festival
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Call Karon on  
9374 6610 or email  

karon.m@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au
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Living
13 FEBRUARY 2026

ADVERTISING FEATUREADVERTISING FEATURE

Support LocalSupport Local

This week, the hustle and bustle of 
school life returns for another year. 
Whether you are a parent juggling 
school pick-ups and drop-offs, a teach-
er working hard to give our kids the 
best possible education, or a student 
adjusting to new studies, I wish every-
one a successful 2026 school year.

As your representative in the Albanese 
Labor Government, I am excited for 

what’s ahead. 
The Better and Fairer Schools Agree-

ment is the largest new investment in 
public education every by an Australian 
Government, representing an additional 
$16.5 billion this decade and $49 billion 
the decade after.

Most importantly, this funding will 
translate into real support in classrooms 
for the students who need it most, in 

Hasluck and across the nation. Practical 
reforms like early phonics and numeracy 
checks, alongside evidence led tutoring, 
will help ensure that every child has ac-
cess to high quality education, regard-
less of their circumstances

I am proud to be part of a government 
that delivers for Hasluck schools, and I 
once again look to visiting as many as I 
can throughout the year.’

Building a better and fairer education system in Hasluck
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$120 PER PERSON
Includes a complimentary glass of bubbly on arrival

OPTIONAL WINE PAIRING
Perfectly matched to each course
$40 PER PERSON

$
I

O
P
$

THE EXPERIENCE

FIRST

LOCALLY BAKED SOURDOUGH 

Dukkah • Olive Oil • Balsamic

SECOND

LOBSTER ROLL

House-Made Milk Bun • Citrus • Fennel

THIRD

HANDTIED BURRATA

Roast Stone Fruit • Prosciutto • Hazelnut

FORTH

RIBEYE STEAK  Chimichurri • Red Wine Jus

OR

SALMON EN PAPILLOTE - Salmon Baked In Parchment

Tomato • Brandy Butter Fettuccine • Mussels • Clams

Served With

Crispy Kipfler Potatoes - Crème Fraiche • Lemon

Chargrilled Broccolini - Confit Garlic • Black Pepper

DESSERT COURSE

A CHOCOLATE FINALE TO SHARE

Baked Chocolate Tart • Miso Banana • Peanut Brittle 

Milk Chocolate Crème Brülée • Malt Milk Biscut

Whipped White Chocolate • Honeycomb • Orange

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2026

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL
Limited availability – Valentine’s Day 
sells out every year!

(08) 6244 4800
reservations@amarooretreat.com.au
1200 Alison Street, Mt Helena
www.amarooretreat.com.au

LUNCH | 11:30am - 2:30pm - A long, indulgent lunch surrounded by nature
DINNER | 5:30pm - Late - A once-a-year evening of romance and atmosphere

PLEASE NOTE:�is is a share menu. Dishes are designed to be enjoyed together.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

This Valentine’s Day, escape the everyday and cel-
ebrate love in true Perth Hills style — surrounded 
by towering gums, fresh country air and the kind 
of quiet luxury that instantly slows your heart-
beat.

Amaroo Retreat & Spa is a five-star, adults-only 
retreat nestled in the bushland of Mount Helena, just 
45 minutes from Perth. Proudly, we offer an experi-
ence that feels both elevated and deeply grounded in 
nature.

Whether you’re gifting a romantic night away, a 
day of spa indulgence, or an unforgettable dining ex-
perience, Amaroo is where special moments become 
lasting memories.

Luxury Chalet Accommodation
Feel a million miles away the moment you arrive. 

Our private luxury chalets are designed for relaxation 
and reconnection — complete with the tranquillity of 
the Perth Hills, comfort in every detail, and your very 
own outdoor spa bath.

Wake to birdsong. Wander the bush trails. Share 
breakfast at The Lounge. Then spend the day exactly 
as you wish: a couples massage, a long lunch, cock-
tails by the pool, or simply reading with a glass of 
wine while nature does the rest.

The Day Spa
Our onsite Day Spa is a sanctuary in the forest — 

offering a complete reset from the pace of daily life. 
Choose from a menu of deeply relaxing treatments 
including massage, facials, body scrubs and wraps, 

with options suitable for both men and women.
It’s the kind of gift that says: you deserve to be 

looked after.
The Lounge at Amaroo
Dining at The Lounge is an experience in itself — 

semi-fine dining with a menu inspired by the region, 
crafted by our award-winning team of chefs and 
paired with a beautifully curated wine list and sig-
nature cocktails.

With warm service, bushland views and live 
entertainment every Friday and Saturday night,  
The Lounge is your new favourite local escape — 
and you don’t need to be staying overnight to enjoy 
it.

Gift Vouchers Available
Not sure what to choose? An Amaroo gift voucher 

is the perfect Valentine’s Day gift — offering com-
plete flexibility across luxury accommodation, the 
Day Spa, and dining at The Lounge.

Valentine’s Day Degustation – $120pp 
Celebrate with a romantic long lunch in the hills, 

featuring a five-course degustation menu with a 
complimentary glass of bubbles on arrival, paired 
with the atmosphere of live acoustic music.

$120 per person
Add matching wines for each course for $40 per 

person
Purchase Gift Vouchers online or to book your 

table for two call (08) 6244 4800 or email reserva-
tions@amarooretreat.com.au

Celebrate Love This Valentine’s Day at Amaroo

Valentine’s Day
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The Jewellery Centre MUNDARING

FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 2 YEAR 
FULL WARRANTY ON ALL WATCHES. 

GENTS AND LADIES 
WATCHES TOO!! 

YOUR OWN LOCAL JEWELLER Specialising in Repairs • Sales • Designs

Have jewellery you never wear? 
Let’s transform it.

With master jewellers on site every day, we specialise 
in redesigning old or unloved jewellery into 

magnificent custom pieces — created just for you.

Valentine’s Day
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Valentine’s Day, also called St. Valentine’s 

Day, holiday (February 14) when lovers ex-

press their affection with greetings and gifts. 

Formal messages, or valentines, appeared in 

the 1500s, and by the late 1700s commer-

cially printed cards were being used. 

The first commercial valentines in the United 

States were printed in the mid-1800s. Val-

entines commonly depict Cupid, the Roman 

god of love, along with hearts, traditionally 

the seat of emotion.  

Traditional gifts include candy and flowers, 

particularly red roses, a symbol of beauty 

and love.                                                                      

– BRITANNICA

Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to be about grand gestures or 
mass-produced gifts. Sometimes, the most meaningful expressions 
of love are the ones already waiting quietly at home.

At The Jewellery Centre in Mundaring, Valentine’s Day is about 
stories — the ones carried in heirloom rings, unworn necklaces, and 
pieces that once meant something, but no longer fit life today. With 
experienced jewellers working on site every day, these forgotten treas-
ures are carefully transformed into custom designs made for now.

For long-term couples and partners who’ve shared years together, re-
designing jewellery can be a deeply personal way to mark a milestone. 
An old ring can become a new symbol of commitment. A family piece 
can be reshaped into something modern, wearable, and full of meaning 
— without losing its history.

This Valentine’s Day, more people are choosing thoughtful crafts-
manship over off-the-shelf jewellery. They’re choosing to sit down 
with a local jeweller, talk through memories, and create something that 
simply can’t be replicated.

Proudly part of the Mundaring community, The Jewellery Centre be-
lieves jewellery should reflect the life you’ve built together — not just 
the moment it was bought.

Because the most beautiful gifts aren’t rushed..

Thoughtful gestures  
for the day of love
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P O L I C E S I P A C K S L A T E A N T I C S D R E A M E R
A E O T I N G E A E L S E I M P S R A B U S E N I O
N V L E E T N O N E T P A R A D E I D E A L M A I R G U
D R I L L A E D C T O R N E T O N A Y A L A S H E N
E T A M M O N I A E L A T T I R E I T P A T T I N G T D
M E A N T E S N U R S E R Y R E N A M E S R N E X I L E
I T E A R N E S T O S S P E N D S E E O R A N G E S E L
C E N I H U M E E G N U U X S A
S U D D E N C A R O U S E L A R T I S T M U T T E R E D P R E T T Y
N R U G H E N N U S P O L T E I C E X R

E D G E L E N A C T E D T A I L W I N D P L E A S E S R A V I D
E D O S E S C E E X A M S S I E V E R E T O T E M P

B R I G G S T O R E D H A T C H E T S D E S I R E U I R A N
N E A S E L I V Z R W N V S T A I N R

F E A R S P O S T E R S E M A N T I C F E N C E R E E A T S
A S E N T I E N T N C D V T G R O E R R O R S I
T X N E N T I R E B E A R R V I N E S E T

C H A M P A G N E A O R A L P A C A D P R E S S U R E D
O P L U T D I S A P P E A R T P T E E S P E E
D E O L R I P P N S T R A P P E R S C P O D F
A U S T R A L I A N O P E N E D L L C T R Y I N G O U T
N E T W E E T R S A T E B E A G L E I S P
B A D M I R E S T S O A B D L N O V E M B E R P

P E G S N D A S H E D A D V I S E R S C A N D L E O O M E N
A B U L G E P R D T E R D P U N T S R

T R U E O O P P O S E D E P L E T E S F E A S T S N T I C K
A S O R T S A N N O O S E A D I E U S I A T O N E L

A B U T O C O R N E R S S T O C K I S T R E S U M E S R R E A D
L O U N A E W U S N L E R U E S K I E S

C E N S U S R E L E A S E D M I R R O R C O M M E R C E S A D I S M
O U E E Y E S E R W E E R O N E
M I T R A D U C E G P A S S I S T S G S E T T I N G C R
M I S E R T T N A R R A T E I M P L A N T O D R E L I C
I A O U T L E T S E L R A T H E R I P O U T S I Z E U E
T E N E T E N I G A L A S L A W N H P T O A R S O N
T C T I N S G R A F T T I D I E D D R O O P I T O T I A
E E E D E I G N T E K E D C E L L N E N N U I E V R
D E S E R T S L S H E D S E A S T E M E N D G C A R V E R Y

Crossword Solution 1254 from 30 January, 2026

1254     

ACROSS
17 	 Fireplace
18 	 Church passages
20 	 Small weight
21 	 A basket
23 	 Insolent remark
24 	 Leaves of 

manuscript
25 	 Come to a point
27 	 Woody plants
29 	 Simplest
33 	 Carved
34 	 Fuel carrying 

ships
38 	 Lateral parts
40 	 Speak off-the-cuff
42 	 Type of wine
45 	 Fashion moves
47 	 Holds back
49 	 Ocean predator
50 	 Army officer
51 	 Keep away from
52 	 Drinking bout
53 	 Range
54 	 Fight against
56 	 Back part
58 	 Snakes
60 	 Apprentice
62 	 Rub out
64 	 Stirs roughly
65 	 Nimble
66 	 Coconut product
67 	 Insect young
69 	 Cute-looking
72 	 Piece to swing on
74 	 Kitchen furniture
75 	 Graded player
77 	 Has a spell
80 	 Joint in carpentry
83 	 Employer
85 	 Checks ledgers
88 	 Callers
90 	 Hole maker
93 	 A stunt
94 	 Anger

95 	 Tree resin
96 	 Cause of fever
97 	 Steepest
98 	 Ungodly act
99 	 Pest
100 	Fish eggs
101 	Proof in court
102 	Thought likely
104 	Sly looks
106 	Border
108 	A flat dish
111 	 Burnt bodies
113 	Choose
117 	 Person of learning
120 	Meaningful
121 	Came up
123 	Called together
125 	Become 

countrified
126 	Ill feeling
128 	Church officers
129 	Hardship
130 	Syrian city
133 	Water holders
136 	Gave
137 	Make spirits
138 	Social importance
139 	Visit often
143 	Brilliance
145 	Eager
147 	 Intoxicated
148 	Meal courses
152 	Setbacks
154 	A rod
155 	Speak with
156 	Reserved (abb)
158 	Reels
159 	Finish
160 	Type
161 	Wing-like part
162 	A cluster
163 	Harsh
166 	A police officer
167 	Knife etc
170 	Operatic air

172 	Male animals
175 	Long-legged bird
178 	At what time
180 	Vine fruit
181 	Room
182 	Worked out
184 	Silly
185 	Leaks slowly
186 	Waste meat
187 	Explain again
188 	A game
191 	Kitchen tool
195 	Quite wintry
198 	Looked after
202 	Catarrh
205 	Raised bank
206 	Over-supplies
207 	Ocean reef growth
208 	Close to the edge
209 	An engine
210 	Speaks foolishly
211 	 Speak strongly for
212 	Took small bites
213 	Hop kilns
214 	Scatter
217 	 Rotten flesh
222 	Trading place
225 	Ungrateful person
229 	Measure of length
231 	Give a speech
232 	Group of ships
233 	Radio receiver 

wire
234 	Forays
235 	Sudden push
236 	Strangest
237 	Not important

DOWN
1 	 A cord
2 	 Roman dates
3 	 Horrid
4 	 Inner selves
5 	 Used to be
6 	 Leave

7 	 Endure
8 	 Made a mess
9 	 A guard
10 	 A bird
11 	 A direction
12 	 Type of siren
13 	 Betting pool
14 	 Favourites
15 	 Fruit seeds
16 	 An enclosure
18 	 Alcoholic drink
19 	 Lump of wet dirt
22 	 Rule of 

government
26 	 One of two
28 	 Raised ground
30 	 Love
31 	 Girl’s name
32 	 Selling of goods
35 	 Arabian chief
36 	 Uniform colour
37 	 Wash out
39 	 Works for
41 	 Ship stabiliser
42 	 Spirits of people
43 	 Turns inside out
44 	 Allows in
46 	 Mouth fluid
47 	 Uncover
48 	 Panoramas
49 	 A phantom
55 	 Two-legged 

animal
57 	 Bellow
58 	 A viper
59 	 Cunning
61 	 Slight pain
63 	 Book of pictures
68 	 Change to suit
70 	 Rest
71 	 Defeat utterly
73 	 Assumed 	

appearance
76 	 Good reputation
78 	 Types of deer

79 	 Cheap jewellery
81 	 Grow larger
82 	 Split
84 	 Type of fur
86	 Theatre guide
87 	 Thoughts
88 	 A planet
89 	 Slumber
91 	 Sporting ground
92 	 Master of 

ceremonies
103 	Make easier
104 	For each
105 	Of budgets etc
107 	Waltz etc
109 	Geometric lines
110 	 First woman
112 	Bullock driver
113 	Maroon
114 	 Old landowners
115 	Dye
116 	 Wants badly
118 	 Change to suit
119 	Top cards
122 	Large birds
124 	Very large
127 	Speak indistinctly
131 	Dined
132 	Attracting
134 	Position seeker
135 	Girl’s name
140 	Old magistrate
141 	 A line of people
142 	Christian festival
144 	Small nails
145 	Relatives
146 	Tell stories
147 	Look after
149 	Way of standing
150 	A grass disease
151 	Brief
153 	Piece left over
154 	Defeat
157 	Wound mark
158 	Stream of fish eggs

164 	Manservant
165 	Cattle breeder
168 	Endure
169 	Offal
171 	Sent out
172 	Stitches
173 	Coral islands
174 	 Security
175 	Portion
176 	Parent-less child
177 	An oven
179 	Went first
182 	A gnome
183 	Arid
189 	Call off action
190 	Nearer
192 	Ö firma (dry land)
193 	At no time
194 	Ice house
196 	Outlaw
197 	Trial run (4,4)

199 	Foreign
200 	Ban
201 	Occurrence
203 	Quite warm
204 	Set free
215 	Was aboard
216 	Need badly
217 	 Prison room
218 	Circle
219 	Decorated a cake
220 	Body of church
221 	In amongst
222 	Trouble
223 	To this time
224 	Tie up
225 	Sicknesses
226 	Sport
227 	Female relative
228 	Goes wrong
229 	A herb
230 	Olden ruler
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ENTERTAINMENT  

& GIG GUIDE
Your local Gig Guide 

Promote your event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

 Fri February 6
Lyric’s Bar
Crash Creole
From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

Woodbridge Hotel
Touche
From 8pm, Free
50 East St Guildford

Parkerville Tavern
Matty A
From 6pm, Free
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

 
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Nathan Gaunt
6pm – 9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

 Sat February 7  
Lyric’s Bar
Furniture
From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

 
Parkerville Tavern
Intangible 
From 6pm, 
Free
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

  
Woodbridge Hotel
Filtered Replay
From 8pm, 
Free
50 East St Guildford

 
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Solo Music Festival
1pm-9pm, 
Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

 
 Sun February 8
 
Parkerville Tavern
Slim Jim & PHATTS Inc
From 3pm, 
Free
6 Owen Road
Parkerville

 

Sunday Feb. 8 cont. 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Bill Chidgzey and the 
Longshot Trio
5pm-8pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

 
Woodbridge Hotel
Briann Finn
From 3pm, Free
50 East St Guildford

 
Lyric’s Bar
The Pick-Me-Ups
From 5pm, Free 
22 Lyric Lane Maylands

 
Childlow Tavern
Live Music
12.30pm – 3.30pm
Free
4 Thomas St Chidlow
  

 Tues February 10   
Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing
From 6pm, Free
50 East St Guildford

 
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Smooth Groove
6pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

 Wed February 11 
 
Childlow Tavern 
Muso Jam Night with 
Brett Hardwick 
7.30pm till late, Free 
4 Thomas St Chidlow 

 
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery 
House Grooves 
Presented by Fenton 
Wilde 
6pm-9pm, Free 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

  Thur February 12
 
Woodbridge Hotel 
Ravenswing 
From 7pm, Free 
50 East St Guildford 

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6605 or  

peter.lewis@echo-news.com
www.echonewspaper.com.au

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

OPTION 2

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

OPTION 1

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

Kinetica Circus acrobatics 
to perform in Midland centre
MIDLAND is set to transform into a vibrant outdoor big top 
as the community gathers for an evening of world-class cir-
cus entertainment and family-friendly fun.

On Friday, February 6 the Locale event space at 37 The Cres-
cent, Midland will host a major showcase headlined by the Ki-
netica Circus Youth Performance Troupe.

The event, which will run from 5.30pm to 8pm will see the 
troupe anchor the afternoon with a showcase of aerial feats and 
ground-based acrobatics in an afternoon of outside circus enter-
tainment. 

Kinetica’s troupe consists of performers aged 7 to 17 that train 
in displays of aerial silks, hoops, trapezes, and aerial hammocks, 
alongside grounded feats of basic tumbling, juggling, and hula 
hooping.

Before the acrobats begin their performance, the City of Swan 
libraries will set the tone with an early story time session, and in-
teractive children’s activities organised by the Midland Junction 
Arts Centre.

The energy won’t dip for a moment, as the performers will also 
take on the roles of roving entertainers and MCs of the evening, 
keeping laughter flowing well into the evening.

The event is free to the public and residents are encouraged to 

arrive early, secure a prime viewing spot, and soak up the after-
noon atmosphere of what promises to be a community highlight 
on the local calendar.

The event is free to the public and event-goers are en-
couraged to arrive early to secure a prime viewing spot.

Three February exhibitions at Ellenbrook Arts
ELLENBROOK Arts will be hosting three exhibitions on 
February 20, featuring collective and solo exhibitions at 
their three distinct galleries.

Gallery one will be hosting artist Tron Tonneson’s recent 
works which draw on his training and experience across a 
range of media.

According to organisers, the art demonstrates intuition and 
discipline, blending abstraction with lived experience.

It also invites viewers to reflect and peel back the layers of 
meaning under the surface, gesture and structure.

Gallery two will be an exhibition called A Quiet Place by 
Harry Lee and is a curated solo exhibition celebrating the 
vibrant colour, natural beauty and living character of West 
Australian land and sea.

The pieces invite viewers into moments of calm where 
landscapes and seascapes come alive through expressive 
brushstrokes.

The third gallery is a collective exhibition of insect-in-
spired art called Small Wonders.

This collective exhibition will showcase artists exploring 
the beauty, complexity and quiet power of insects through a 
range of media.

There will be paintings, sculptures, photographs and other 
forms aiming to reveal the delicate details and astonish with 
bold interpretations.

It’s an invitation to slow down, look closer and rediscover 
the extraordinary in the insect life.

Small Wonders will be a non-competitive community art 
exhibition encouraging authentic creative expression and in-
clusion by removing financial and prize-driven barriers.

Ellenbrook Arts received more than 80 entries for their 
Small Wonders exhibition which they said highlighted how 
open, theme-led spaces foster participation, connection, and 
a richer, more representative creative community.

Judy Rogers ‘Bug 1’.

Ai Chen Lee ‘Preying Mantis’.

Rachael Robertson ‘Wandering Wasps’. Tron ‘SST Sticker’.

Paige Laundy ‘The Bee’.
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Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.comBobcats

DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Bobcats

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION ECHO NEWSPAPER  

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal 
entity (“the Customer”) requests 
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspaper, they 
agree to be bound by the following 
terms and conditions:
1.	Echo, at its sole discretion, may 

decline to publish any advertisement 
requested by a Customer. If Echo 
decides not to publish a particular 
advertisement, there is no obligation 
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its 
decision, and Echo will not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
to the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage caused to a Customer 
as a result of delay or as a result of 
Echo failing to place a requested 
advertisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an error or 
omission. 

3.	Echo may, at its sole discretion, 
decide to refund a Customer a portion 
of the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer and the 
Customer notifies Echo of the error 
or omission before 5.00pm on the day 
the advertisement first appears in the 
Newspaper. 

4.	Complaints concerning the accuracy 
of any invoice must be notified to 
Echo within 30 days from the end of 
the month in which the advertisement 
was published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it may 
have had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	The Customer warrants that 
publication of the requested 
advertisement/s will not contravene 
any laws, whether statutory, equitable 
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly 
indemnify Echo (and its employees 
and agents) against all expenses, 
loss and damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication of the 
advertisement/s.

Indemnity and Warranty

Scott Howard
Painting Service

Reg. No. 4234
21 years experience

Touch-ups • Repaints • Residential & Commercial
• Free Quotes • Reliable Service

• Quality Workmanship

0409 299 452
38 Cupello Drive, Swan View

Painting Window Cleaning

Carpentry

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

Brickpaving

LIMESTONE
BRICKLAYING
BRICKPAVING

Retaining & Feature Walls
Garden Beds etc

Over 25 year experience

Ross Lucassen 9295 2837

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

Handyman

allwork HANDYMAN
SERVICES

SPECIALISING IN ALL INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR HOME MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping • Flat Packs • Painting
• Limestone Walls • Reticulation • Brickpaving
• Gutter Cleaning • Carpentry • General Repairs

Contact Trevor 0424 130 555

Ceilings

HandymanHandyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

Concrete

Concrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

GardeningGardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching  
Lawn Mowing
Planting Weeding
Pruning Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369
www.full-blowngarden.com

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

Read
between
the lines
by Pastor  
Ian Kirk
Good Deeds
Colleen and I noticed that our 
neighbour’s cocos palm needed 
attention. One of the seed pods 
had opened and flowered, and a 
number of leaves needed removing. 
We asked our neighbour, an elderly 
Greek lady who lived on her own, 
if we could do this. She agreed, 
and I jumped to it - as it involved 
a chainsaw.

I put up a ladder and used a small 
chainsaw on the end of an extension 
pole to take out the pod that had 
flowered - as there were heaps of 
bees buzzing around it. The bees 
were a bit upset when their prized 
cocos flower fell to the ground 
- but they didn’t sting me. Then I 
removed the other pods and old 
leaves. It was lovely doing a good 
deed for our elderly neighbour, and 
to ensure that no nuts formed from 
the cocos flower - creating a tripping 
hazard for our dear neighbour.

It’s nice doing good deeds; of 
course, good deeds are essential in 
getting to heaven - well, so I thought 
for many years. Until I realised that 
no amount of good deeds will ever 
get us to heaven, because they don’t 
make up for our wrongs. Just as one 
hole sinks a boat, one sin sinks us. 

That’s why Jesus came and died 
for us on a cross, paying the penalty 
for our sins so that we could be 
forgiven, and be permitted to go 
to heaven - if we would believe in 
Him.

Tree Services

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Roofing

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Pest ControlPest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

Brickpaving 

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

ElectricalElectrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
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7 
 L

17
45

82

Plumbing

PlasteringPlastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

SPACE AVAILABLE  
FOR YOUR BUSINESS  

ADVERTISEMENT

Equipment Services

February special 
rotary lawnmower service

Includes:
 cleaning & oil recycling0450 203 238

Get your mower prrrring again

MOBILE GARDENING EQUIPMENT SERVICES 

 $99 plus parts 

Equipment Services

Painting

PP Maintenance
  PAUL 0477 660 703
 paul.percudani@outlook.com

ABN: 86 642 331 437

• Painting (Interior & Exterior) • Demolition  
• General Repairs • Pressure Cleaning 

• Restoration Home or Office (pre sale or lease)  

Painting

PAINTING
0414 289 145

WA COMPANY

 PERTH PAINTING CONTRACTORS REG 6173
WWW.PERTHPAINTING.COM

CALL TREV

REPAINTS • INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

 DISC. AVAILABLE

LimestoneLimestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Painting

Reticulation

Reticulation
0433 366 655

ReticulationReticulation

35 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE, CERTIFICATE IV IN IRRIGATION, INSURED 

SEAN 0419 333 353
curtisrams@outlook.com

RETICULATION REPAIRS: 
Fault Finding  Controller replacement 

Auto Conversions  All repairs  
Small installations & Additions 

Painting Plumbing Window Cleaning

tataniawindows@gmail.com

TATANIA’STATANIA’S
Window CleaningWindow Cleaning

Police 
Clearance0467 282 1270467 282 127

Homes, Shopfronts, Offices,  
Tracks & Flyscreens  
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LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

I also repair & renew taps. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

V i d e o  Tr a n s f e r s  t o    
USB starting from $45 - 
6393 7298. 

Custom Video  
& DVD Solutions

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

Wanted to Buy

MEDALS and Militaria 
bought by genuine local 
collector top prices paid 
0407 982 215.

Employment

CADET JOURNALIST -  
DIGITAL CONTENT CREATOR

Essential criteria includes: 
• A formal journalism qualification or equivalent grading.
• Photographic skills.
•  Ability to build relationships with industry sources and 

communicate effectively with people from grass roots level 
through to senior industry management.

• Be able to write and post social media content.
The suitable applicant must:
• Be a team player with a friendly personality.
• Be capable of writing a full range of articles, from news 

stories, feature profiles, advertorials and through to all 
types of reviews.

• Have the ability to source their own stories and get to 
the heart of the local area so local knowledge of our 
distribution areas would be an advantage.

• Have good communication skills, creativity and knowledge 
of media law is strongly desired.

•  Attend ‘out of hours’ council/shire meetings, industry 
events and business functions.

• Have a valid driver’s licence and a reliable vehicle.
•  Be capable of working to tight weekly deadlines is an 

essential component of this position.

Desired but not essential: 
• Knowledge of ‘InDesign’ would be advantageous.

• A background in suburban newspapers would be viewed 
favorably.

In return the successful candidate will be offered:
• A salary commensurate with experience.
• Excellent working environment.

A part-time position Tuesday-Thursday, with  
hours negotiable, now exists for an innovative,  

self-confident, reliable Journalist to join the  
Echo News editorial team.

The closing date for all applications is 5pm, 
Wednesday 18th February 2026 with the  

successful applicant to start ASAP.
Please email your resume with a cover letter to:  

General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis  
E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com
All applications will be treated  
with the strictest confidence.

Gutter cleaning & solar  
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

Tony’s Lawnmowing, 
Handyman & Firewood. 
Cheap rates. Midland 
& Surrounding Areas. 
0431 831 948.

Lawn Mowing

Steve Gregory painting 
service. Mobile 0417 926 
027. Reg # 5098.

For very competitive prices 
and old fashioned service 
ph Nathan on 0409 247 293 
(Reg. No. 6605).

AAA PAINTING  
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Painting & Property Main-
tenance. 0477 660 703. 
Local.

Health & Beauty
Mobile Hairdresser. Phone 
Lorraine 0412 291 055.

Gardening
Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs 0426 211 137.

ALL YOUR NEEDS - ex-
teral / internal painting & 
roof painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs 
& gyprock repairs - call 
Markus today - 0433 958 
025.

Handyman

The Echo Newspaper is looking to  
fill the following position

Public Notice

Painting

A position suitable for a 
semi-retired person 3-4 
hours a week to help on 
a semi-rural property in 
Wattle Grove. Phone 0401 
109 000.

Gardener

Bilby's Garden Services 
Weed, Prune, Mow & 
Slash. Free Quotes 0416 
855 335.

Wanted
Semi-retired or student, 
required 2 hours twice 
weekly to water gardens, 
blow vac, whipper snip & 
tidy garden areas. Hours to 
suit, Midland, Brown Park 
area. Phone 08 9294 4705. 

DOLPH_29310  

Have your say
Residential Apartments (Social and Affordable 
Housing), Bassendean
The Western Australian Planning Commission is seeking public comment on a development 

application for construction of a nine-storey building consisting of 73 apartments, one incidental office, 

and parking with 54 standard car bays and 46 bicycle bays at Lot 9664 (No 1) Park Lane, Bassendean.

The application can be viewed at haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/bassendeanapartments or in 

person by appointment at the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, Level 2, 140 William 

Street, Perth. Contact metrocentralplanning@dplh.wa.gov.au or at 6551 8002 for an appointment.

Submissions can be made online or posted to: Department of Planning, Lands and

Heritage, Metro Central North team, Locked Bag 2506, Perth WA 6001.

Submissions close 27 February 2026. Late submissions may not be accepted.

Slashing, mowing, wool 
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. Ian 0458 
510 048.

Hobby Farm 
Services

Brown Park’s 
lights shine on
From p6

Mr Catania said the project highlighted the value 
of investing in local sporting infrastructure.

“This is a great outcome for the local community, 
particularly for football and cricket clubs that rely 
on quality facilities. Importantly, this is the state 
government working very closely with the Shire of 
Mundaring, contributing $199,354 for this impor-
tant part of the Brown Park master plan.”

The project was supported by funding from the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cul-
tural Industries, along with $40,000 from Cricket 
Australia and $6000 from the Swan View Cricket 
Club. The remaining cost of the $508,769 project 
was funded by the Shire of Mundaring.

The lighting upgrade is part of the shire’s broader 
Brown Park master plan, which guides staged im-
provements across the precinct to meet the evolving 
needs of the Swan View and broader community.

Upcoming Events
•  Midland CWA meets at the Midland 
Railway Yards Blacksmith Lane (West) 
Midland on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 10am. CWA flags are displayed on 
Yelverton Drive, Midland on meeting days. 
CWA offers a diverse range of interests and 
each branch works to meet local commu-
nity needs. Call Cathy on 0460 777 557 or 
email cwa.midland@outlook.com 
• Mahogany Creek Art and Craft Group 
meets weekly on Wednesdays 9.30am to 
12.30pm during school terms at the Mahog-
any Creek Hall on Jacoby Street. Everyone 
brings along their art or craft to work on in 
a friendly social group with tea and coffee 
provided. For more information call Mary 
on 0431 201 814 or Jan on 6279 4031.
•  The Rosehill Ladies Golf Club meets 
each Tuesday at 8am at Hillview Public 
Golf Club, Kalamunda Road, Maida Vale. 
The season runs from March to November. 
For more information call Roz on 0419 915 
623 or Julia on 0419 954 106.

• The Kalamunda Lapidary Club at 3 
Recreation Road, Kalamunda is a club 
dedicated to collecting, polishing and cre-
ating jewellery from natural gem stones 
and Australian minerals and crystals which 
they collect in the field. They have an open 
day on the first Saturday of each month 
where possible with examples for sale. You 
can check their Facebook page for current 
events. For more information call Richard 
on 0422 181 200. 
• The Swan Guildford Historical Society 
will host speaker Celia Miller at St Mat-
thew’s Hall, Stirling Square, Guildford on 
February 9 at 7.30pm. She will be speaking 
on the saga of Captain Francis Whitfield, a 
resident magistrate and veteran of the Na-
poleonic Wars who accepted land grants in 
the Swan River Colony in lieu of a military 
pension.
• The Kalamunda Combined Probus 
Club will be meeting on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11 at 10am at St Swithuns Church 
Hall, 195 Lesmurdie Road. The speaker for 
this month will be Tony Fareso who will 

talk on his career in the navy from a very 
young age and becoming a naval photogra-
pher. For more information call Don on 
0439 970 038.
Noticeboard is for non-profits and com-
munity groups advertising free/low 
cost events/programs. Entries must be 
emailed to editorial@echo-news.com two 
weeks before the event.

Didgy is an 
18-month-old Jack 
Russell. He is the 
sweetest little dog 
that absolutely loves 
kids and is great 
with chickens and 
other livestock. He 
is sterilised, micro-
chipped, and vacci-
nated. Costs Apply. 
Contact Bakers Hill 
Dog Sanctuary on 
9574 1438.

Woofer of the week

From p7
and I feel like I’m making a difference for other 
young people in my community.”

Camp Hero also inspired Asha to apply for Year 12 
leadership and continue volunteering with zero2he-
ro, with hopes of pursuing a future career in youth 
mental health education.

Mundaring Christian College graduate Luke Jones 
said Camp Hero helped him step out of his comfort 
zone and find confidence in being heard.

“Before Camp Hero, I was a quiet observer who 
let others take control,” Luke said.

“The experience was eye-opening. It gave me the 
confidence to engage, speak up and take on situa-
tions I would have avoided before.”

A memorable teamwork challenge left a lasting 
impression.

“We were building rafts to cross a river when it 
started pouring with rain, but everyone just laughed 
and kept going. It was like we all just forgot about 
everything else and were completely in the moment, 
happy to be together, rain and all. 

“I felt this incredible sense of peace. My feet were 
in the mud, the trees were dancing in the wind, I 
could hear little rustles in the bushes. It was a power-
ful reminder of how amazing it feels to just be pres-
ent, with no worries or stresses.”

Since returning home, Luke said the skills he 
learned have carried into everyday life.

“I’m more willing to speak up in class, take lead-
ership roles and connect with people I wouldn’t have 
before,” he said.

“Camp Hero helped me become more understand-
ing, patient and confident in myself.”

Both students agree the camp offers something 
rare for young people and encourages other teens to 
apply.

“It’s a chance to step away from routine, try new 
things and connect with people who want to make a 
difference,” Luke said.

“You discover strengths you didn’t even know you 
had.”

Asha’s message to young people considering ap-
plying is simple.

“Just do it,” she said.
“Even if you’re nervous, everyone is there for the 

same reason. You’ll form lifelong bonds and learn 
things that won’t just change your life, but the lives 
of the people you’ll help in the future.”

Applications for Camp Hero leadership’s April 
programs are open until February 15 for young peo-
ple aged 15–18. 

zero2hero is a WA-based youth mental health 
charity on a mission to empower young people to 
positively manage their mental health and support 
others.

Through school programs, leadership camps, and 
large-scale community events, zero2hero equips 
thousands of young Western Australians each year 
with the tools to speak up, stand up, and seek help.

Since 2013, zero2hero has impacted more than 
250,000 young people, reaching metropolitan, re-
gional and remote communities across the state.

To learn more or apply, visit www.zero2hero.com.
au

Camp Hero helping our 
eastern suburbs teens

Discover our 
digital edition  

online
www.echonewspaper.com.au
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The new eastern suburbs members of the $1m club
A NUMBER of Perth Hills and Swan suburbs 
have joined the Perth million-dollar suburb 
club due to rising median house sale prices.

Bushmead, Lesmurdie and Glen Forrest have 
now newly risen to the $1 million median sale 
mark.

Homes in those suburbs are selling at a medi-
an price of about $1.07m, $1.05m and $1.01m 
respectively. 

They form part of the 32 suburbs that joined 
Perth’s million-dollar club in 2025, taking the 
total number of suburbs with a median house 
sale price of $1m or more to 126. 

Other suburbs in the eastern suburbs area al-
ready in the $1m sale range included Gooseber-
ry Hill, West Swan, Darlington, The Vines and 
Guildford. 

REIWA President Suzanne Brown said the 
large increase in the number of suburbs with a 
$1m median house sale price was not surprising. 

“Typically, we only see a handful of new en-
trants to the $1m club each year,” she said. 

“However, the Perth property market re-
corded another 12 months of very strong price 

growth, which saw the median house sale price 
for Greater Perth rise 13.3 per cent in 2025.

“This follows 25.0 per cent growth in 2024, 
when a record 37 suburbs joined the $1m club, 
34 of which were new entrants.

“If Perth property prices increase as expect-
ed over 2026, we could easily see the $1m club 
reach 150 suburbs at the end of the year.”  

According to REIWA sales data, six suburbs 
have exited the $1m club since the end of 2024. 

Karawara, Carmel, and Bickley saw their me-
dian house sale price fall below $1m by the end 
of 2025. 

Mariginiup, Hovea and Millendon also 
dropped off the list as they had no qualifying 
sales recorded in 2025.

Samson was the top performer among the 
new entrants, with its median house sale price 
increasing 40.5 per cent to $1,250,000.

Brentwood was the next best performing 
newcomer, with 37.1 per cent annual growth, 
followed by Serpentine with up 36.8 per cent, 
Roleystone up 26.3 per cent and Maylands up 
23.1 per cent.

Table tennis tour serves up  
Mundaring Arena excitement

THE recent 2026 Table Tennis Australia 
(TTA) Western Australia Tour brought a 
weekend of high-energy table tennis compe-
tition to Mundaring Arena attracting play-
ers and spectators from around Australia 
and New Caledonia.   

The national-level event, held on Saturday 
and Sunday, January 17-18 was open to all age 
groups from under-11s through to open and 
para classifications, and showcased fast-paced singles 
competition with matches livestreamed for fans unable 
to attend in person.  

Shire of Mundaring President Paige McNeil said the 
shire was proud to support such a dynamic sporting 
event in the heart of the community. 

“We were thrilled to welcome the TTA Tour to Mund-
aring, bringing outstanding competition and energy to 
our arena,” President McNeil said.  

“It was wonderful to see players of all ages and abil-
ities enjoying the sport, and to witness our community 
come together to celebrate their skill and sportsman-
ship.”  

Table Tennis Australia also praised the venue and 
community support throughout the weekend. 

“The Mundaring Arena was a fantastic host venue for 
the WA leg of the TTA Tour,” national events manager 

Ryan Wiegand said.   
“The support from the Shire of Mundaring and the lo-

cal community helped create a welcoming and profes-
sional environment for players of all ages and abilities, 
and we look forward to returning in the future.” 

The Mundaring stop formed part of Table Tennis Aus-
tralia’s 2026 national competition calendar, offering 
competitive opportunities for athletes at all levels and 
contributing to the growth of the sport across Western 
Australia.  

Mundaring Arena continues to host a range of sporting 
and community events throughout the year, providing 
spaces that support active lifestyles and community con-
nection. 

You can keep across upcoming Arena events at www.
mundaring.wa.gov.au/events/

Mundaring Shire President Paige McNeil 
with TTA male and female winners.

Ellenbrook jiu-jitsu junior 
champ looks to the future

AFTER a successful result in the world Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu championships in Abu Dhabi last 
year, 10-year-old Ellenbrook boy Jarrah Black-
more is heading back to the Gulf state later this 
year with the intention to win.

“Jarrah ended up coming ninth in the world 
championships out of 70-plus kids in his division 
in Abu Dhabi last year,” his father Gordon Black-
more said.

He said the Perth Martial Arts Centre took 11 
kids and four adults to Abu Dhabi in November 
last year.

“The adult competitors also had great success 
with William Dias (world champion), Reece Bow-
yer and Juliano Lutz (top 10), and Rasheed Magar 
(top 20),” Mr Blackmore said.

“The other kids competing in Abu Dhabi were 
Thiago Dias (top 10), Tahlia Casella, Liana Casel-
la and Korra Oneroa-Evans (world champions), 
Chanel Casella (third place), Lucas Planel (second 
place), Amiel Safaniev (top 10), Aiden Carullo (top 
10), Kaiya Regan (top 10) and Kora Regan (top 
10).”

As reported in Grappling for Gold, Echo News, 
October 24, 2024, Jarrah has spent the past couple 
of years with his eyes firmly focused on the world 
championship prize.

Mr Blackmore said Jarrah was the highest ranked 
indigenous boy in the AJP federation in 2025 and 
came third in the Pan Pacific Titles in Melbourne.

“Jarrah also did well in other competitions win-
ning the WA Gi State Titles, the Malaysian No GI 
Nationals and the Singapore Gi and No Gi Nation-
als that year,” he said.

Jarrah’s trainer in Malaga is Perth Martial Arts 
Centre head coach William Dias, a Brazilian jiu jit-
su multiple world champion.

There is also another Perth Martial Arts Centre 
in Ellenbrook under Paulo Dias, a multiple world 
champion in Capoeira.

The Perth Brazilian jiu-jitsu group pictured at 
the Mubadala Arena Abu Dhabi UAE last year.

MIKE PEETERS

Plenty of table tennis action at Mundaring.
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Milton Rendell – CEO 
Real Estate Plus Group

Your Settlements
ACL: 383 631

MIDLAND 9274 5000      I      COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 6146 3333

ALKIMOS $929,000 EAST PERTH $1,175,000

WELCOME TO CITY LIFE
5 / 28 Wittenoom Street

• Two bedrooms
• Two Bathrooms
• Built in Wardrobes
• Below secured parking
• Courtyard
• Balconies with views

Milton 
(08) 9274 5000

Midland
9274 5000

MIDLAND $690,000

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
65 Great Northern Highway 

• The property is rectangular approx 
10.06m x 50.30m

• Zoned R60/80.
• 3 x 166sqm lots or
• 4 x 125sqm lots
• Zoned Residential/

Business (33)

Samantha
0474 232 091

Midland
9274 5000

BEAUTIFUL CHARACTER 
PROPERTY - LEASED

MIDLAND     FROM $650,000 • Six fully leased tenancies:

ACTIVE SHOPPING CENTRE
5345 Richardson Road

Adjoining a high-traf�c liquor store, the centre 
comprises six fully leased tenancies: Shop 1 & 
2 - Coffee Shop (plus patio & alfresco) 83sqm 
(internal only). Shop 3 Wellness Consultant 
41sqm. Shop 4 Pilates Studio 45sqm.
Shop 5 Skin Care Clinic 79sqm.
Shop 6 Supermarket, Fruit & 
Veg, Post Of�ce 330sqm. 
Total built area: ~578 sqm

Mike Palmer 
0403 621 899 & 

Leanda Ball 
(08) 6146 3333

STONEVILLE EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Do you remember when it was so hot in the summer you had to sleep outside on the back lawn or in the passage at home with 
the front door open, hoping a breeze would come in. I grew up in a �bro home my dad built in the �fties and, like many people 
who lived around the Midland areas in the sixties, there were plenty the same. A standard house with a lounge at the front and a 
kitchen meals area, with two main bedrooms. On the verandah there was an enclosed section. This enclosed area would be used 
as another room to sleep in, called a sleep-out, with louvre windows. The other end would be the bathroom, sometimes with 
toilet and laundry; otherwise, they were outside. The laundry was more often called the wash house, and there was an outside 
dunny. On a hot night it wasn’t uncommon to see people’s front doors open, trying to cool their homes down, or them sitting on 
their front verandah if they had one, just sitting there in the hope of being cooler. Often you’d see the dad watering the lawn or 
garden in the hope of creating a cooler area to sit. Most people only had a fan at best, or the old water coolers, and at best an 
in-the-wall air conditioner only in the lounge area, which was pretty loud. Mind you, there were still plenty of people who had a 
wood-burning Metters stove as well, so the kitchen was certainly maintaining the heat in the house. Mind you, kids would be 
playing in the street sometimes till late, so it was quite a community affair. Many didn’t have a tele, so you would hear the odd radio 
going in the background. Back then you also had to eventually go inside as the streetlights would go out, so the street was pitch 
black. Wow, no internet, no television — how we survived. Most dads would walk around in shorts and a singlet while watering 
the lawn, and you would see the odd smoke light up and glow in the dark. Interaction between neighbours was quite common and 
most conversations were about “what a stinker it had been”. As kids we would go for a walk around saying hi to everyone as we 
walked along, and ran past the neighbours we didn’t want to chat with.

• 351 sqm, Move-in ready
• Three bedrooms (including 2 oversized 

rooms designed for enhanced mobility)
• Three ensuite bathrooms, with 

accessibility considerations
• Modern kitchen with island bench
• Open-plan dining and family area

Edward 
0409 004 424 

Milton 
(08) 9274 5000

SOMETHING SPECIAL - 
FLEXIBLE, ACCESSIBLE LIVING

47 Comito Bend
• Covered alfresco entertaining
• Double garage
• Easy-care outdoor areas

11 Stafford Street 
We are proud to present this stunning property. 
The property is currently leased to Wattleseed 
Centre WA, who have occupied the property 
since December 2023. Lease terms - 4 years +
2 years option with the current 
period ending 03/12/2027.
The property is well looked 
after with AC throughout.

Mike Palmer 
0403 621 899 & 

Leanda Ball 
(08) 6146 3333
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NDIS Registered Provider

Sleep well. Live well. Great life.
Mobility in Style

Our Lift Chair Recliners provide 
an ultimate performance in 
style, designed to be functional 
and fashionable and part of 
your home decor.

E
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10

12
6M

The Pathrider 140XL
Scooter
Powerful, precise, & stylish. 
Key Features:
• Full suspension
• Hydraulic brakes
• LED Lights
• Available in Red, Yellow 

& Silver

MedAlert 4G Watch

Massage from

$2250
NOW from

$1750

Includes Monitoring

$499

Key Features:
• 2 motors 
• Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumber Support and 

Headrest
• 2 year Electrical Warranty

NOW from

$1099

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• HiLo@Trendelenburg functions
• One Touch Flat Button & a Torch
• Wireless Remote Control

• Massage with 3 di�erent Modes 
  and a Timer
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10 Year Warranty + 
   2 year Electrical Warranty 

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT TRIAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest Free and 

Lay-by options 
available.

T&C’s Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm
Midland Gate Shopping Centre. 
Ground floor Cinema entrance 

behind Connor menswear.

n

https://barkersbeddingandmobility.com.au/
Perth’s most trusted brand 

for more than 50 years

$5999

“Personal service, 
professional advice, 
at the right price!” “Locals 

Supporting 

Locals"

Key Features:

Lift Chairs

Cinema


