
Friday, May 1, 2026

VOL.43 NO.1960

SINCE 1985

NEWS
Local Business Supporting Local People

PERTH HILLS  PERTH HILLS 
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CENTRECENTRE
Sand • Soils • Gravels • Mulches • Firewood

•Pick-up or delivery options available •Competitive prices
•Wholesale prices on selected products

•Still Perth Hills preferred Tree Service company

of�ce@treeaesthetics.com.au  www.treeaesthetics.com.au

Opening Hours
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday 

  Lot 10 Talbot Road Hazelmere
(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

Call us now 9250 6599Call us now 9250 6599

SCAN HERE 
TO SHOP 

NOW!

Prepare for winter nowPrepare for winter now

BEAT THE RUSH!BEAT THE RUSH!
THE  THE 

BEST  BEST 
HEAT HEAT 

COMES COMES 
FROM FROM 
WOOD!WOOD!

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGNB.C. CONCRETE DESIGN     

0457 611 3480457 611 348
SPECIALISES IN 

• Exposed aggregate • Coloured concrete 
• Patterned concrete • Liquid limestone 

• Shed �oors • House extensions • Patios 
• Driveways • Cross-overs • BOBCAT & TRUCK.

Available 24/7 to assist 
you with your emergency 

concreting needs.
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Kalamunda’s  Kalamunda’s  
dog poo bag dog poo bag 

shortageshortage

Satterley  Satterley  
reopening  reopening  

bid rejectedbid rejected
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Pipeline riders Pipeline riders 
set for big  set for big  

finishfinish

Walliabup Wildlife Warriors and citizen scientist Ian Barlow will host a 
community event in Woodbridge supporting turtle population growth. P 15P 15

Citizen science eventCitizen science event
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08 6285 5938

OPEN 7 DAYS: MON-FRI 8am-5.30pm
SAT 9am-5pm • SUN 9am-1pm

5895 GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY
(cnr Coppin Rd), MUNDARING
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YES! WE DO DELIVER

shop@begoniapets.com.au

DOG & CAT FOOD, PRODUCE FOR COWS, 
HORSES, SHEEP, ALPACAS & POULTRY. 

SMALL SUPPLIES OF HORSE  
ACCESSORIES & MEDICINAL SUPPLIES

  Follow us on        
to see our specials

    &

EEEEEEEEEEEE

2424hr 
DIYDIY

DOGWASHDOGWASH

WE ARE NOW STOCKING NATURAL 
ANIMAL NUTRITIONISTS PRODUCTS!

Ask our friendly staff for more information 
about their wormers and anti in�ammatories.

We Sell Mealworms,  We Sell Mealworms, 
Crickets and WoodiesCrickets and Woodies

PETS & PRODUCE

NOW OFFERING 
KEY CUTTING 

(MON-FRI)

We now sell ICE, 
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN
and THE SUNDAY TIMES. 

Exchange your gas bottles Exchange your gas bottles 
(Supagas) here!(Supagas) here!

NOW OFFEERIRINN

A FAMILY OWNED & RUN BUSINESS

WE SELL 
RABBITS, 

BIRDS, 
GUINEA PIGS, 
MICE, RATS 

& CRAZY 
CRABS

DOG & CAT FOOD PRODUCE FOR COWS

CARING FOR CARING FOR 
YOUR PETSYOUR PETS

ADDRESS:
Unit 4/9 The Avenue
Midland WA 6056

Phone: 9374 6666
GENERAL MANAGER / 

EDITOR 
Peter W Lewis          9374 6605

peter.lewis@echo-news.com

ADVERTISING
sales@echo-news.com

Karon McCracken	 9374 6610

EDITORIAL
editorial@echo-news.com

Guanhao Cheng	 9374 6602
Mike Peeters	 9374 6601
Brayden Mould	 9374 6603
Daniel Holmes	 9374 6603

PRODUCTION
production@echo-news.com

Liz Rowlands	 9374 6613
Maja Pietranik	 9374 6613
Brody Pettit 	 9374 6613

ACCOUNTS
accounts@echo-news.com

Caprice Harries	 9374 6604

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Wednesday:

9.00am – 5pm
Thursday:

9.00am – 4pm
Closed Friday

Closed: Weekends & Public Holidays

ECHO News

The Echo reserves the 
right to edit letters for 
length, legal reasons or 
clarity. The opinions ex-
pressed do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Echo. 
All letters must contain 
the author’s full name, ad-
dress and phone number 
for verification purposes.

Thought for the day
“You always pass failure on the way to success.”

– Mickey Rooney

Leave 
park
for black
cockatoos
Dear Echo News,
An evening event, 
likely to comprise ex-
tensive lighting, sound 
and evening visitation, 
is being considered to 
be held at Jorgensen 
Park this winter. 

This reserve is 
known to have critical 
roosting habitat for all 
three species of black 
cockatoos. 

Black cockatoos, 
who on a normal 
evening, would be 
safely positioned high 
in the branches of the 
marri trees, in peace 
and darkness. 

Our city is con-
sidering hosting this 
evening event, which 
will shatter that dark-
ness, that peace and 
that safety, for over 
four months. 

The three black 
cockatoo species, all 
listed as endangered 
or vulnerable, are al-
ready under immense 
pressure due to habitat 
loss for housing, vehi-
cle strikes, and com-
petition for remaining 
roosting trees. 

To think we would 
prioritise hosting this 
event at a known roost-
ing location, purely so 
that  individuals can 
experience one night of 
highly commercialised 
stimulation, with the 
short-term wow factor 
at lights and sounds, 
followed by privileged 
opportunity to pur-
chase overpriced, ge-
neric souvenirs, all to 
the benefit of a sizea-
ble commercial entity. 

Are we really as a 
species this in need 
of entertainment and 
stimulation, that the 
interests of our endan-
gered fauna slips quite 

so far down the list? 
It’s quite clear there 

is only one winner 
from this venture, and 
it sure isn’t our resi-
dent black cockatoos. 
H Lill
Kalamunda 

Bridge
removal
concerns
Dear Echo News,
I would like to make 
you aware of a danger-
ous situation that exists 
and lack of safe access 
by people on shop rid-
ers, in wheelchairs, 
mums pushing prams 
and other pedestrians 
to the Hawaiian Shop-
ping Centre in Forrest-
field.

In April 2022, after 
years of meetings, the 
Woodlupine Brook in 
Forrestfield between 
Strelitzia Avenue and 
Woolworth Drive had 
a lot of work done to 
realign the flow of the 
brook to prevent more 
erosion and the possi-
ble loss of large marri 
trees. 

During this work 
the City of Kalamun-
da decided to remove 
the pedestrian stone 
bridge near Strelitzia 
Avenue, which they 
deemed was unsafe 
with replacement cost-
ing $35,000.

This bridge was used 
a lot by people access-
ing the shopping cen-
tre from the Hale Road 
area while students on 
their bikes used it to 
pedal to the two col-
leges on Hawtin Road.

Unfortunately, the 
city ran out of money 
to replace the bridge. 

We now have the 
dangerous situation 
where people  use the 
very steep road into the 
shopping centre that is 
used by big delivery 
trucks and numerous 
cars. 

This is just an acci-
dent waiting to hap-
pen!

Unfortunately, the 
cost of replacing the 
bridge has now blown 
out to $265,000.

I have contacted the 
City of Kalamunda  
numerous times re-
garding the bridge and 
have always been told 
that it is on the waiting 
list.

I have been in con-
tact with the local 
member for Forrest-
field Stephen Price and 
recently had a meeting 
by the brook with MP 
Phil Twiss and Liberal 
leader Basil Zempilas 
and representatives 
from the local Bendigo 
Bank. 

They are all very 
supportive of replac-
ing the bridge but are 
expecting the City of 
Kalamunda to show 
commitment and lead 
the funding!

I am very concerned 
for the safety of the cit-
izens!
H Pember
Forrestfield

Join the
weed fight
Dear Echo News,
Gardeners have the 
right to plant many 
things, but will they 
accept the responsibil-
ity to catch them when 
they run away?

Flinders Range Wat-
tle (FRW) is a devas-
tating weed invading 
bush reserves and 
verges throughout the 
Perth Hills.

This prolific tree rap-
idly takes over good 
bush, outcompeting 
everything and allow-
ing nothing to grow 
underneath due to its 
allelopathic properties.

When a mature FRW 
dies or is removed you 
get years of dense seed-
lings — but they’re all 
Flinders as the native 
seed bank is long gone.

Over the last couple 
of decades Friends vol-
unteers have removed 
192,000 woody weeds 

from John Forrest Na-
tional Park, including 
9000 Flinders Range 
wattles.

If it catches alight, 
especially when green, 
the intense heat has to 
be experienced to be 
believed. 

It almost explodes 
and is a major fire haz-
ard.

Become a gardener 
on a massive scale - 
join a volunteer Bush-
care Friends group to 
learn how to control 
this and other environ-
mental weeds. 

See mixmargaret.
com/bushcare or phone 
the Mundaring Shire.
MD Jones
Hovea

Thanks for
the article
Dear Echo News,
Thank you for your 
glowing sports article, 
published in the Echo 
on April 24 outlining 
my achievements as a 
swimmer in the recent 
Masters State Short-
Course Champion-
ships at the Mandurah 
Aquatic Centre.

The event gave 200 
swimmers, in four-year 
age brackets (from 18 
years) the opportuni-
ty to set and break re-
cords.

I cannot let the 
sensationalism of a 
96-year-old swimmer 
cloud out the achieve-
ments of our local club 
Maida Vale Masters 
inaugurated in 1979 
is just six years older 
than the Echo.

Club secretary and 
National Associa-
tion executive Lynne 
Duncan officiated, 
club president An-
drea Williams held the 
microphone (quite a 
tongue-twisting effort 
naming eight swim-
mers and their clubs in 
a short-time frame of a 
25m pool) as well as, 
taking three seconds 
off the previous record 
and becoming the new 
state record winner for 
200 freestyle. 

Along with her hus-
band, senior club coach 
Gwyn also taking 1.9 
seconds off and set-
ting a new state breast-
stroke record while 
club coach Lesley Hart 
gained runner-up win-
ner in her age group.

With only 8 club 
members competing, 
Maida Vale Masters 
finished in 7th place 
from 26 participating 
clubs.

Like our only pri-
vately-owned, inde-
pendent local Echo, 
we have a proud his-
tory and I thank your 
advertising clients for 
supporting the Echo’s 
publication. 

If longevity means 
anything, I wish you 
96-years of continuing 
success.
G McGough
Maida Vale
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Satterley Nth Stoneville appeal reopening bid rejected

Extra Midland hospital beds for winter
AN additional 60 hospital beds will come online over 
the coming winter months with funding allocated 
through the state Budget 2026-27 to bring additional 
beds at St John of God Midland.

The additional 60 beds and three surgical theatres at St 
John of God Midland will change over from private to 
public when the separate St John of God Midland Private 
Hospital opens.

The new private hospital is due to open in August, co-
inciding with the transition of the existing private hospi-
tal beds and theatres to the public hospital in late August 
2026.

A St John of God Health Care spokesperson said the 
health provider supported any expansion of capacity at 
Midland Public Hospital and remained committed to 
working with government to meet the region’s growing 
demand for public health services. 

“Construction of our new standalone St John of God 
Midland Private Hospital, within the historic Midland 
Workshops on Watertank Way, is progressing well and 
remains on track to open in August this year,” the spokes-
person said. 

“The new hospital will significantly improve local ac-
cess to private hospital care for residents in Midland and 
surrounding suburbs, including the Perth hills and out to 
the Wheatbelt. 

“It will double the number of private hospital beds and 

offer an expanded range of medical and surgical services, 
including interventional cardiology, which will be a first 
for the region. 

“This purpose built new private hospital will bring care 
closer to home, strengthening private health capability 
locally and ensuring a seamless transition of private 
services from the current St John of 
God Midland public and private hos-
pitals.” 

Premier Roger Cook said his gov-
ernment was focused on ensuring all 
Western Australians can access the 
healthcare they need, when they need 
it, by delivering for health and hospi-
tals through the budget.

“By winter, we would have add-
ed more than 1000 hospital beds to 
our public system since 2021 and 
increased the number of doctors and 
nurses in our health system by 36 per 
cent.

“With this funding in state Budget 
2026-27, we’re locking in more beds 
and more jobs, delivering more hospi-
tal capacity.”

Health Minister Meredith Hammat 
said this was a significant boost to 
hospital capacity in the growing east-
ern and northern corridors.

“This funding is about making sure those beds are com-
missioned, staffed, and available to patients as quickly as 
possible.

“These beds are in addition to the 200 the Cook Labor 
government made available to public patients this year 
through the 2026 Winter Strategy.”

PETER W LEWIS

Artist’s impression of the new St John of God Midland private hospital.

A LAST-minute bid by Satterley Property Group to re-
open its North Stoneville appeal case has been rejected 
by the State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) blocking 
the introduction of a by-law model that would have re-
stricted vegetation planting on residential properties.

As reported in Satterley seeks last-minute reopening of 
North Stoneville appeal (Echo News, April 10), the de-
veloper proposed a survey strata arrangement requiring 
potential homeowners to adhere to by-laws mandating 
the management of vegetation to maintain specific fuel 
loads.

The application sought to reopen the appeal case, to 
introduce the model as part of Satterley’s existing appeal 
material. 

In the written decision against the reopening, SAT dep-
uty president Henry Jackson highlighted the complexities 
of introducing such a model at the conclusion of a mul-
ti-year appeals process.

“The structure plan proposed by Satterley for the site 
can reasonably be described as ‘extraordinary’,” he said.

“It covers 534 hectares, proposed 1001 lots to accom-
modate 2803 people, includes two schools and will be 
staged over a very lengthy period of time.

“To propose a survey strata subdivision in the context 
of those parameters is, equally extraordinary. That is not 
to say it could not be done, but such an approach appears 
to be unprecedented.”

While acknowledging the model might solve certain 
fire safety hurdles, he cautioned it would likely create 
unforeseen problems.

“While the survey strata subdivision might overcome 

the difficulties identified with restrictive covenants re-
garding the maintenance of vegetation in a low threat 
state, it may well raise other difficulties which, at present, 
remain unidentified or unexplored,” he said.

“For these, and other reasons, the leave to reopen 
should be refused.”

Welcoming the ruling, Shire of Mundaring President 
Paige McNeil affirmed the council’s long-standing oppo-
sition to the development. 

“The shire welcomes the SAT’s decision not to reopen 
the North Stoneville appeal and looks forward to the final 
determination from SAT,” she said.

“Council, on behalf of the Shire of Mundaring com-
munity, have consistently opposed the North Stoneville 
townsite Structure Plan 34, as proposed by Satterley 
Property Group, and this position remains unchanged.”

SPH chair Debra Bishop added that the decision was 
a significant victory for a community by years of proce-
dural delays.

“We must remember, this community has waited for a 
decision, while Satterley has had a decade in the shire, 
six years in SAT,” she said.

“This including three years’ in private mediation and 
three more years preparing and delivering amended plans 
– all of which resulted in solid rejections by the WAPC, 
DFES, the Shire of Mundaring, and our community.

“The SAT is correct in saying our community requires 
a decision on the fate of North Stoneville, minus any fur-
ther delays. Enough is enough.”

The SAT is now deliberating on the original evidence 
presented during the 2025 hearings, with the final deter-
mination on the North Stoneville appeal expected later 
this year.

The SAT appeal decision is expected to be released 
later this year. Picture: Save Perth Hills. 

BRAYDEN MOULD
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Come along this Sunday to

CHRCH
The only thing missing is “U”

Woodlake Community CentreWoodlake Community CentreEllenbrook Service @ 3pmEllenbrook Service @ 3pm

Faith Baptist Church 
ELLENBROOK
“Reaching People 

for Christ”

ECHO040725L

Woodlake 
Community Centre

Highpoint Blvd

Sundays 3pm
0425 354 159

Pastor:  Pastor: 
Graham ThomasGraham Thomas
Ph: 0425 354 159 Ph: 0425 354 159 

gbcmidland.org.augbcmidland.org.au

Meeting at: Brown Park 
Community Centre – 

Salisbury Rd, 
Swan View

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9.30am

FAMILY WORSHIP: 10.30am

MIDWEEK PRAYER MEETING: 7.00pm

Guildford Post Office restoration under review

THE Guildford Post Office has been 
part of the Guildford streetscape for 
139 years, and it is now the subject 
of a major restorative proposal set 
to transform the 19th-century land-
mark into a modern restaurant and 
heritage space.

The application will be determined 
by the Metro Outer Joint Development 
Assessment Panel following the sub-
mission of a responsible authority re-
port by the City of Swan.

The proposed vision for the site in-
cludes both formal and semi-formal 
dining spaces, a dedicated coffee win-
dow, and a proposed carpark at the 
rear of the building with seven parking 
bays.

Guildford Association president 
Christine Hughes said the building is 
a major landmark within the town’s 
historical corridor and finding a mod-
ern use for the site helps preserve it for 
future generations. 

“It sits in a street that holds our most 
intact, post-European settlement build-
ings,” she said. 

“It is obviously hugely important 
that a heritage building of the standard 
and status that this one (has) does have 
a useful purpose.”

The Stirling Street site is currently 
listed on the state heritage list, with the 
application outlining restorative works 
that intend to preserve the building’s 
original 1887 façade while integrating 
the new commercial facilities.

“The new owners have been quite 
proactive in informing themselves 

and making contact with people in the 
community like our organisation,” Ms 
Hughes said.

“I think the work that they’ve done 
so far is clearly of a very high standard. 
Additions to heritage places should al-
ways try and be subservient to the her-
itage building on site.

“The community does greatly value 
the investment they have made to date 
in coming up with the best solution to 
ensure the longevity of that building.”

Despite the positive investment the 
proposed restaurant is expected to 
bring to the community, Ms Hughes 
noted that the proposal must still ad-
dress logistical challenges expected to 
occur as a result of the restoration. 

“Parking puts a very heavy footprint 
on the town, as when most of these 
buildings were built there was no pro-
visions made for cars,” she said.

“They are hoping the parking bays 
would be sufficient, but they don’t 
seem to have included staff parking 
into the calculation. 

“The parking is probably the biggest 
thing we need to overcome regarding 
the restoration, but we will certainly 
work with the applicant in improving 
the parking in the town, so it doesn’t 
get worse.”

The City of Swan is currently seek-
ing public comment on the proposal 
until May 11, to assist in the prepara-
tion of their report 

Residents wishing to submit pub-
lic comment are encouraged to visit 
www.swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au/
da-4042026-restaurant-guildford-post-
office

BRAYDEN MOULD

Artist’s impression of the proposed Guildford Post Office renovations. 

OPERATORS across tourism, hospitality, 
events and agriculture are among the indus-
tries being urged to take part in a series of ‘cli-
mate ready’ workshops with the first metro-
politan event to take place in Caversham next 
week. 

The Small Business Development Corporation 
(SBDC) is facilitating the forums to give op-
erators insight and tools to prepare for extreme 
weather events and the adverse impacts they have 
on business activity. 

Businesses in tourism, hospitality and agricul-
ture are sectors often the hardest hit when severe 
weather strikes, but impacts including building 
damage, supply chain disruption and staff safety 
can hit every sector. 

The workshops will offer advice for both new 
and established businesses on how to plan ahead, 
reduce risk and keep trading during disruptions. 

SBDC Commissioner and chief executive of-
ficer Saj Abdoolakhan said the sessions are about 
giving small business owners practical tools they 
can actually use. 

“Extreme weather is becoming more frequent 

and more disruptive, and small businesses are of-
ten the ones feeling it first,” he said. 

“This is about helping business owners think 
ahead - what they can put in place now to protect 
their business, their staff and their income when 
something goes wrong.” 

Topics will include understanding potential 
climate impacts for the participant’s region, risk 
planning specific to their business, emergency 
preparedness, and ways to minimise downtime 
after a major weather event. 

Each attendee will walk away with a document-
ed climate adaption plan to help protect their busi-
ness operations, assets and staff. 

The program follows a broader push by the 
state government to support small businesses as 
they adapt to a changing climate. 

The first metropolitan Climate Ready workshop 
will be held in Caversham on Wednesday, May 6 
from 1pm to 5pm at the Caversham Community 
Centre.

More sessions will be announced across the 
state soon at www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/cli 
mate-ready

SBDC climate ready workshop at Caversham

Climate change workshops were recently held in Albany. Picture: ClimAdapt/Albany Busi-
ness Centre. 
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Spoil mum this

10th May at the 
Commercial Bar + Kitchen

Enjoy a complimentary glass 
of sparkling on arrival for all 

mums, with our full á la carte 
menu to choose from.

Call us on 0499 530 532 to make a booking 
or visit our website 

www.commercialbarandkitchen.com.au

70 Railway Parade, Midland

GUANHAO CHENG
BARKERS Bridge in Guildford has been 
reduced to single-lane traffic, with com-
muters facing delays as structural con-
cerns are being assessed.

Temporary traffic lights were installed on 
April 17, with the City of Swan saying the 
change was needed to maintain safety while 
the bridge is investigated.

The bridge is now operating under traffic 
control, with only one direction of travel 
permitted at a time.

Echo News visited the site outside of peak 
hour traffic on Wednesday to see cars lined 
up past the roundabout on Stirling Square. 

Drivers using the route have reported 
slower travel times, particularly during peak 
periods, with queues forming on either side 
of the crossing.

City of Swan councillor Rod Henderson 
said he’d heard from residents in his ward 
who were complaining about the long com-
mute times in the already traffic-heavy 
Guildford area. 

“It’s a heritage listed bridge so it’s valued 
by the community and one of the considera-

tions that go into its repair is how to repair it 
while retaining the heritage aspect,” he said. 

“I have heard it may have been a problem 
with its pylons, and you wouldn’t want to 
put weight on it before it’s been thoroughly 
assessed. 

“The city will need an engineering report 
done and, in the meantime, the key thing 
for residents to know is that there are alter-
nate routes to their destinations that can and 
should be taken at this time.”

The City of Swan said the issue was iden-
tified during routine inspections by Main 
Roads, with further assessment now under-
way to determine the extent of required re-
pairs.

A specialist consultant has been engaged 
to assess the structure, with repair works to 
be planned following the outcome of that 
process.

At this stage, there is no confirmed time-
line for when full access will be restored.

The city said the duration of the disruption 
would depend on engineering findings, con-
tractor availability and weather conditions.

For commuters, the uncertainty has added 
to frustration, with the bridge forming part 

of a key local connection.
Motorists are being encouraged to allow 

extra travel time or consider alternative 
routes where possible while traffic manage-
ment remains in place.

The City of Swan said its priority was to 
keep the bridge open where it is safe to do so 
while planning for necessary works.

Main Roads has been contacted for com-
ment.

Traffic coming into Guildford shared a lane with outgoing traffic awaiting a red 
light as bridge integrity was being assessed. Picture: Guanhao Cheng

Barkers Bridge reduced to single lane

THE Shire of Northam has locked 
in three years of funding for some of 
its biggest community events, giving 
organisers greater certainty ahead 
of future planning cycles.

At its April 22 ordinary council 
meeting, councillors approved a range 
of annual grants to support events 
across Northam, Wundowie and Bak-
ers Hill, in the realms of agriculture, 
arts, commemorations and community 
celebrations.

More than 10 events and organi-
sations were included in the funding 

package.
Multi-year funding allows organis-

ers to plan venues, bookings and spon-
sorship earlier.

Among the largest allocations is up 
to $25,000 a year for the Wundowie 
Iron Festival. 

According to the Wundowie Pro-
gress Association, Wundowie was the 
birthplace of WA’s iron ore industry 
and the iron festival looked to cele-
brate its heritage. 

This funding was paired along-
side up to $15,000 annually for the 
Northam Agricultural Society to deliv-
er the shire’s signature farmers show.

Festive and community events were 
also strongly supported, with funding 
up to $15,000 set aside for Carols in 
the Park, up to $7500 for the Bakers 
Hill Community Christmas Fair and 
Australia Day celebrations in both 
Wundowie and Bakers Hill.

Support for ANZAC Day servic-
es was included through funding for 
the Northam RSL sub-branch, while 
the arts sector will benefit from up to 
$6000 of continued backing for the 
Northam Art Prize and Killick Art 
Awards, alongside a large-cast produc-
tion by the Northam Theatre Group.

Cont. p17

Northam residents gathering in the street for an Anzac 
Parade in 1938. Picture: Lost Northam. Inset: Shire of 
Northam President Chris Antonio. 

Funding boost for Northam events
GUANHAO CHENG
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Your FREE Local Weekly 
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from local outlets or 
subscribe NOW to get  
Echo News emailed direct 
to your inbox.
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DANIEL HOLMES

A PETITION calling for upgrades to the jumps 
at Fleming Reserve Skate Park in High Wy-
combe is now at 300 signatures, with local riders 
and parents raising concerns about safety and 
the condition of the facility.

The Change.org petition, started by local resident 
Nathan Creber, is urging the City of Kalamunda to 
repair and upgrade the BMX jumps, claiming the 
current ramps are outdated, poorly maintained and 
creating unnecessary risks for young riders.

Mr Creber said the issue was personal, with his 
son regularly using the park for BMX riding.

“My son is an avid BMX rider and spends nu-
merous hours at Fleming Reserve Skate Park in 
High Wycombe,” he wrote in the petition.

“It’s disheartening to witness him and countless 
others face unnecessary risks because the jumps 
are outdated and poorly maintained.”

He said his son had suffered crashes that could 
have been avoided if the facilities were safer and 

better maintained.
The petition argues worn ramps no longer meet 

modern safety standards and says neglecting the 
facility risks pushing young riders to practice in 
unsafe locations such as roads and car parks.

Mr Creber said the issue was not just about main-
tenance, but about providing a safe recreational 
space for local children and families.

“This isn’t just about maintaining a park; it’s 
about ensuring the safety and wellbeing of our 
community’s children who rely on this space for 
recreation and skill-building,” he wrote.

The petition also calls for upgrades that would 
make the skate park more accessible for riders of 
all ages and skill levels, while creating a stronger 
community space for families and young people.

Supporters say improved facilities could also 
help attract more visitors, events and competitions 
to the area.

Fleming Reserve is one of the City of Kalamun-
da’s main skate and BMX facilities and regularly 
attracts riders from across the eastern suburbs.

Petition calls for upgrade to 
Fleming Reserve skate park

DANIEL HOLMES

DIRECT action at Alcoa’s 
Huntly mine near Jarrahdale 
halted operations for about 
three hours earlier in April, as 
protesters escalated pressure 
over ongoing clearing in the 
Northern Jarrah Forest.

A group of 16 activists entered 
the site on April 13 and stopped 
work near an active clearing 
area, with organisers claiming it 
was the first direct action to halt 
mining operations there since 
the 1970s.

The protest followed the 
federal government’s Febru-
ary decision to grant Alcoa an 
18-month exemption allowing 
mining to continue while envi-
ronmental assessments proceed, 
despite the company agreeing to 
pay an unprecedented $55 million over unlawful 
clearing in the Northern Jarrah Forest.

The federal government said the enforceable 
undertaking related to clearing between 2019 and 
2025 of known habitat for nationally protected 
species, including black cockatoo habitat, without 
seeking approvals under the Environment Protec-
tion and Biodiversity Conservation Act.  

The issue remains relevant to Perth Hills read-
ers because of concerns around jarrah forest 
clearing and potential impacts on drinking water 
catchments, with local residents also joining the 
March for Forests rally in March opposing con-
tinued clearing in the forest.

Spokesperson Vicky Kerfoot said the Jarrah-
dale community had been raising concerns for 
decades.

“The Jarrahdale community has lived with 
Alcoa for more than 65 years. We have tried 
everything to stop Alcoa’s destruction, negoti-
ation with governments, and with the company 
itself, but nothing has worked,” she said.

“Enough is enough. The jarrah forests cannot 
wait any longer, so why should we?”

Alcoa confirmed operations near the Huntly 
Bauxite Mine were suspended as a safety precau-

tion after people were observed trespassing near 
active operations.

“By illegally entering an active mine site with-
out permission or suitable escort arrangements in 
place, these people have put their own safety and 
that of our workforce at serious risk,” an Alcoa 
Australia spokesperson said.

Alcoa said some claims made by protesters 
were “untrue and misleading” and said it only 
mines in areas that have previously been logged. 

The company also said it conducts pre-mining 
surveys to protect black cockatoo nesting habitat 
and has not negatively impacted Perth’s drinking 
water supply.

However, internal Water Corporation docu-
ments released earlier this year showed concerns 
over limited site access and warned Alcoa’s min-
ing expansion posed a heightened risk to Perth’s 
drinking water catchments, particularly near Ser-
pentine Dam.

Alcoa remains under investigation over alleged 
breaches involving mining too close to significant 
jarrah trees used as black cockatoo habitat, and 
federal documents show the unlawful clearing is-
sue had been under review for years before the 
February agreement.

Activists at Alcoa’s Huntly mine during a protest that halt-
ed operations for three hours. Picture: End Forest Mining 
/ Facebook

Protest halts work at Alcoa Huntly mine

Fleming Reserve skate park in High Wycombe, where riders and parents are calling for 
upgrades to the BMX jumps and skate facilities. Picture: Daniel Holmes

TOWN of Bassendean council has 
endorsed the establishment of a 
dedicated committee to help deliv-
er padel courts at BIC (Bassendean 
Improvement Committee) Reserve.

Padel is one of the world’s fast-
est-growing sports and is a dou-
bles-only racquet sport often de-
scribed as a mix of tennis and squash 
played on a smaller enclosed court 
with glass walls.

The proposal forms part of the 
town’s efforts to activate BIC reserve 
and encourage greater recreational use 
and community interaction to further 
enhance the Bassendean town centre. 

At the April 28 ordinary council 
meeting, a motion passed supporting 
the creation of a committee of council 
and staff members to assess shortlist-
ed proposals received through a recent 
expression of interest (EOI) process. 

The EOI process attracted three 
competitive submissions, all propos-
ing to design, build, fund and operate 
padel courts alongside the existing ten-
nis court facilities.

The committee will play a key role 
in selecting a preferred operator and 
enabling the delivery of high-quality, 
fully funded padel courts.

According to the Town of Bassen-
dean, the initiative is expected to de-
liver new sporting opportunities for 
the community at no cost to the town, 
while generating a commercial return 
that can be reinvested back into local 
facilities and services.

Planned to be positioned alongside 
the Bassendean tennis club and bowl-
ing club, the padel courts are expected 
to attract new users, spectators and vis-
itors to the area.

The committee of council will now 
progress shortlisting, site visits and 
community engagement considera-
tions before making a recommenda-
tion to council.

Once this work is complete, the 
committee will be disbanded.

The sport’s accessible nature that is 
suited for all ages and promotes social 
interaction has meant the sport has 
rapidly grown in Australia. 

According to the International Padel 
Federation, the sport originated in 
1969 in Acapulco, Mexico. 

The inventor Enrique Corcuera was 
a tennis enthusiast but did not have 
enough space to build a full-size tennis 
court in his backyard, forcing him to 
work within his constraints. 

He then created a smaller court 
measuring 20m by 10m, enclosed by 
3m walls with a tennis net in the cen-
tre.

From its origins in Mexico, the 
sport spread to Spain and Argentina in 
the early 70s and by 2025 more than 
90,000 people played in Australia, in a 
50 per cent increase from 2024.

The Town of Bassendean is set to 
receive new padel courts with a 
committee to be formed to pro-
gress the plan. 

Bassendean to receive padel courts
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Celebrating 70 Years of Care
For 70 years, Mead Medical has been part of 
the fabric of the Perth Hills community. 
Generations of families have trusted us with 
their care, and we are proud to continue 
that legacy today.

Free Flu Shots
for everyone from 1st May

with designated flu clinics on weekends

COVID vaccines
RSV vaccines 

for patients aged 75 and over 
from 15th May

Kalamunda:
37 Elizabeth Street, Kalamunda

Maida Vale:
6/31 Maida Vale Road, Maida Vale

Phone:
08 9293 4455

(both clinics)

What We Offer

Convenient Appointments

Experienced GP team
New Maida Vale Clinic
Kalamunda clinic
Family-focused care

Weekdays until 7pm
Weekends and public holidays (Kalamunda)
Saturday mornings (Maida Vale)

THE Shire of Mundaring says work to grow and 
protect tree canopy across the district is continu-
ing through a range of local and state initiatives, 
alongside previously completed grant-funded 
projects.

According to the shire, the Urban Canopy Grant 
Program has concluded, with no remaining trees 
allocated under that funding stream.

The shire said the program delivered its intended 
outcomes, including targeted planting to increase 
canopy cover in areas identified as lacking vegeta-
tion, bringing it to its natural end.

The grant funding supported the growth of new 
canopy in targeted suburbs. 

Previous programs such as the Urban Greening 
Grant Program targeted Greenmount and Swan 
View, where additional canopy was needed, con-
tributing to local shade, cooling and habitat out-
comes.

The shire said the Urban Canopy Grant Program 
formed part of a broader, ongoing approach to ur-
ban greening, which continues through planting 
programs, street tree management and environmen-
tal initiatives across both public and private land.

It said canopy work includes the planting and 
maintenance of street trees, management of re-
serves and support for residents to establish vege-
tation on their own properties.

Community-based initiatives also play a role, 
with residents encouraged to participate in planting 
and landcare activities aimed at improving local bi-
odiversity and long-term canopy cover.

The shire also clarified that several tree-related 
initiatives currently operating in the area serve dif-
ferent purposes and are managed separately.

Management of the polyphagous shot-hole borer 
(PSHB), a pest impacting tree health across parts 
of Perth, is led at a state level, with the Shire of 
Mundaring supporting response efforts and ongo-
ing landscape management.

Separate to this, state-led rebate programs pro-
vide support for replacement trees where removals 
have occurred under biosecurity management, in-
cluding assistance with planting and establishment.

The shire said these programs operate alongside 
its own local planting and maintenance work rather 
than replacing it.

It said maintaining and expanding tree canopy 
remains an ongoing priority, supported through 
planning measures, on-ground works and coordi-
nation with state agencies.

The shire said a combined approach across dif-
ferent programs and levels of government was im-
portant to support canopy protection, recovery and 
long-term environmental resilience across Mund-
aring.

The Shire of Mundaring says the Urban Canopy Grant Program had fulfilled its objectives 
and the shire is committed to ongoing tree canopy efforts.

Mundaring continues tree 
canopy expansion efforts

GLOBAL supply chain disruptions have result-
ed in a shortage of dog waste bags in Kalamun-
da, with the council reaching out to neighbour-
ing cities for assistance. 

The City of Kalamunda took to social media 
earlier this month to announce that they’d had an 
influx of enquiries about bag dispensers around the 
city that were empty.

The city said the shortage was being felt across 
the state and although a big order of around three 
million bags was placed earlier in the year and 
scheduled to arrive in March, global shipping de-
lays threw timelines off-track. 

Since April 10, the city had been sourcing bags 
from other councils, grabbing supplies from alter-
native suppliers, including commercial retailers 
such as Bunnings and placing interim orders wher-
ever possible.

City of Kalamunda Mayor Margaret Thomas said 
the order of three million bags had to be cancelled 
because it wasn’t able to be delivered in a reason-
able timeframe.

“Like many local governments across the state, 
the City of Kalamunda has been affected by an on-
going shortage of dog poo bags,” she said. 

“The city moved quickly to source an alterna-
tive supplier and has already received a pallet of 
192,000 bags within a week, with a further delivery 
due in around 45 days.

“All of the city’s dog bins have now been re-
stocked and will continue to be serviced on sched-
ule.

“We thank our community for their patience and 
understanding, and we appreciate dog owners con-
tinuing to do the right thing while we work through 
these broader supply challenges.”

Dog waste bags have been restocked after Kalamunda announced a shortage earlier in 
April due to a global supply issue. 

Kalamunda dog poo bag shortage



8   May 1, 2026  www.echonewspaper.com.au

Great range of

SIGNAGESIGNAGE

KEEP HYDRATED

2/211 Great Eastern Hwy, MIDLAND • Ph: 9250 7622

Google – WASP Midland

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 
7.30am-5.00pm

www.wasafetyproducts.com.au

Discover our digital edition online
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STAGE 1 civil works are now underway near 
the High Wycombe Station, progressing the 
Metronet East vision with a new precinct being 
developed by DevelopmentWA to meet the state 
government’s housing diversity and affordabil-
ity goals

The 10.64 hectare parcel within the broader 
61ha area immediately east of High Wycombe 
train station, along Sultana Road West, is being 
developed by DevelopmentWA into a vibrant new 
precinct.

The land parcel is planned to deliver well locat-
ed housing, complemented by a community and 
recreational hub and mixed-use spaces that meet 
local needs while generating employment and 
economic opportunities for the wider region.

Stage 1 civil works include construction of a new 
central connector road linking the High Wycombe 
train station and Milner Road, together with the 
installation of key services needed to support resi-
dential development and the future proposed High 
Wycombe Community Hub.

The appointed contractor is RJ Vincent, with the 
first stage anticipated for completion in early 2027.

The High Wycombe Project Area forms part 
of Metronet East, which encompasses precincts 
around the new High Wycombe, Midland and 
Bayswater stations.

Forrestfield MLA Stephen Price said the new 

High Wycombe station has been transformative 
for the area.

“I’m proud to be part of a government that is 
building on the success of the station, ensuring the 
surrounding area is well-serviced for locals and 
provides more housing choice.”

Planning and Lands Minister John Carey said 
the project will deliver substantial benefits to 
Perth’s growing eastern corridor with more hous-
ing, leisure and job opportunities right near a new 
Metronet station.

“Through DevelopmentWA, our government is 
delivering a 10.64 hectare infill development sur-
rounding the High Wycombe train station.

“It will drive activation, support a proposed 
community hub, and provide new housing oppor-
tunities for the area.”

Transport Minister Rita Saffioti said Metronet 
was unlocking opportunities for new housing and 
creating new communities around stations.

“The start of civil works at High Wycombe is a 
major milestone and shows how we’re turning that 
vision into reality.

“We’re creating more opportunities for people to 
live close to public transport, with better access to 
jobs, services and community facilities.”

To learn more about the project, visit www.
developmentwa.com.au/projects/redevelopment/
metronet-east-high-wycombe/overview

High Wycombe train station development

Map of the High Wycombe redevelopment area.

Residents urged to prepare for winter storm seasonResidents urged to prepare for winter storm season

LOCAL councils are preparing stormwater 
systems and drainage networks ahead of win-
ter, with residents across Perth’s eastern sub-
urbs being encouraged to prepare their homes 
for severe weather during the colder months.

The Department of Fire and Emergency Servic-
es (DFES) says simple preparation before winter 
can help reduce storm damage and avoid unnec-
essary emergency callouts when severe weather 
arrives.

Between April and October last year, state 
emergency service volunteers responded to 1395 
calls for assistance across WA, with most involv-
ing roof damage, fallen trees and water entering 
homes and businesses.

DFES Deputy Commissioner Craig Waters said 
many of those incidents could have been prevent-
ed with better preparation before storms arrived.

“Don’t get caught off guard when the weather 
turns,” he said.

“If household and business owners haven’t 
done so, use this weekend to take the few simple 
steps to get your properties ready for the severe 
weather.”

Mr Waters said clearing gutters, trimming loose 
branches and securing outdoor furniture such as 
trampolines, tables and bins could help reduce 
damage during strong winds.

A City of Kalamunda spokesperson said there 
are known areas across the district that regularly 
require attention during winter, particularly where 
fallen trees, blocked drains and stormwater issues 

can affect roads and local infrastructure.
The spokesperson said preparation ahead of 

winter includes monitoring drainage concerns, 
tree maintenance and responding to known trou-
ble spots during periods of severe weather.

The City of Swan’s website reports crews are 
carrying out drainage maintenance ahead of win-
ter rainfalls to help manage stormwater and pro-
tect roads, footpaths and public spaces.

A city spokesperson said drainage preparation 
helps reduce pressure on roads and pathways, pre-
vents water pooling and helps avoid larger issues 
such as flooding across the growing local govern-
ment area.

A Shire of Northam spokesperson also said it 
had known flooding hotspots and areas with the 
potential for fallen trees and infrastructure dam-
age, with staff preparing those locations ahead of 
major storm events.

The spokesperson said preparation work in-
cluded inspecting and clearing stormwater drains, 
preparing crews and equipment for fallen trees 
and debris, securing key facilities and maintain-
ing communication with emergency services.

Residents are also being encouraged to down-
load the Emergency WA app and set watch zones 
for their home, school and workplace to stay up-
dated during severe weather.

Flooding during severe weather highlights the 
risks of blocked drains and storm damage 
as councils prepare for the colder months. 
Picture: Jackson Flindell / The West Australian

DANIEL HOLMES
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AVELEY:
Aveley Newsagency

Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

Aveley Shopping 
Centre

Cnr Millhouse Rd &  
Egerton Dr

BASSENDEAN:
Bassendean Library

46 Old Perth Rd
Bassendean 
Shopping Village

Cnr West & Old Perth 
Rd

BEECHBORO:
Beechboro Library

332 Benara Rd
BOYA:
Boya Community 
Centre

Clayton Rd & Scott St
BULLSBROOK:
Kingsford Village S/
Centre 
Woolworths

Spitfire St & Wylde 
Blvd

CHIDLOW:
Chidlow Growers 
Market

570 Rosedale Rd
Chidlow Postal & 
Home Centre

Thomas St
DARLINGTON:
Darlington Liquor

4 Montrose Ave
EDEN HILL:
Eden Hill News & LPO

S3/85 Walter Rd
ELLENBROOK:
Dome

36 Main Street
Ellenbrook Central

204 Pinaster Rd
(cnr The Promenade)

Woodlake Village IGA
Sunray Circle

FORRESTFIELD:
Edinburgh Road S/
Centre

Edinburgh Rd
Forrestfield Forum

20 Strelitzia Ave
Walridge Country 
Estate

Berkshire Rd
GIDGEGANNUP:
Gidgegannup News

Toodyay Rd
GLEN FORREST:
Glen Forrest Post 
Office

Railway Pde 
IGA Glen Forrest

Hardey Rd
HELENA VALLEY:
Helena Valley 
Lifestyle Village

2340 Helena Valley 
Rd

IGA Helena Valley
Torquata Blvde

HERNE HILL:
Herne Hill Village 
Lottery Centre

777 Gt Northern Hwy

Swan Settlers Market
124 Lennard St

HIGH WYCOMBE:
High Wycombe 
Village Shopping

Kalamunda Rd
Newburn 
Newsagency

47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA

120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:
City of Kalamunda

Railway Rd 
Crabbs IGA

12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro  
S/Centre

39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library

7 Williams St
Kalamunda 
Newsagency

Haynes St
Nightingales 
Pharmacy

123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre

21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store

5/21 Jinda Rd
LESMURDIE:
IGA Lesmurdie

241 Lesmurdie Rd 
Sanderson Road S/
Centre

Sanderson Rd
MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets

5895 Great Eastern 
Hwy

MAIDA VALE:
Hill View Public Golf 
Course

350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA

Unit 2/31 Maida Vale 
Rd

MIDLAND:
Baptistcare

1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre

307 Great Eastern 
Hwy

City of Swan Admin. 
Office

Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire

71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office

4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug 
Store

243 Great Eastern 
Hwy

IGA Supermarket
295 Great Eastern 
Hwy 

Midland Library
45 Helena Street

Midland Gate S/Cente
Food Hall Entry

Real Estate Plus
Shop 2/5 Junction 
Parade

Swan Valley Fresh 
Markets

Cnr Morrison Rd & 
Keane St

Tania Lawrence Office
2/257 Gt Eastern Hwy

The Ritz Cafe
16/27 Old Great 
Northern Hwy

MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena

McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty

2/1 Mundaring Weir 
Rd

Coles Supermarket
Great Eastern Hwy

Hills Fresh
7110 Great Eastern 
Hwy

Hills Seafood
4 Wandeara Cres

Mundaring 
Newsagency

7295 Great Eastern 
Hwy

Mundaring Village 
Shopping Centre

7295 Great Eastern 
Hwy

Mundaring Visitors 
Centre

7225 Great Eastern 
Hwy

Shire of Mundaring
7000 Great Eastern 
Hwy

PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General 
Store

2170 Seaborne St 
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel

10895 Great Eastern 
Hwy

Caltex Service Station
96 Great Eastern Hwy

SOUTH GUILDFORD:
IGA Waterhall

9 Waterhall Rd
STONEVILLE:
Stoneville Fresh Food 
Market

5345 Richardson Rd
STRATTON:
Stratton Park S/
Centre

O’Connor Rd
SWAN VIEW:
IGA Swan View

139 Morrison Rd
Swan View S/Centre

Marlborough Rd
THE LAKES
The Lakes 
Roadhouse

Great Eastern 
Highway

UPPER SWAN:
Vibe Roadhouse

1447 Great Northern 
Hwy

WOOROLOO:
Wooroloo Liquor
& General Store

3775 Government Rd
YORK:
York Co-op

Avon Terrace
Castle Hotel

Avon Terrace

Or pick up your  
Echo Newspaper from: 

Privately owned & proudly independent

Get your FREE  
Echo News direct to  

your inbox every week

Go to our website  
www.echonewspaper.com.au  

& click on the  
Subscription link in the  
top right hand corner 
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FIRE station staffing shortages 
has reached chronic levels ac-
cording to new figures recently 
released in state Parliament.

Kalamunda volunteer fire and 
rescue captain Tony Moiler said 
although his brigade was current-
ly well staffed he could sympa-
thise with the career firefighters 
who were doing it tough.

He said he was aware of their 
staffing issues and that some of 
them were not doing overtime be-
cause of current staffing claims.

“I have also talked to some of 
the volunteers who have gone 
on to become career firefighters 
and they have told me the morale 
among career firefighters is at 
rock bottom,” he said.

Mr Moiler said the importance 
of having efficient and well-
staffed firefighting units could 
not be overstated.

“Firefighting is an essential ser-
vice where we are ‘here and now’ 
reactive. You can’t put things on 
hold and in many cases it can be a 
life and death situation.”

The Parliament figures re-
vealed more than 100 fire trucks 
around the metropolitan area are 
out of action due to chronic staff-
ing shortages.

Opposition emergency servic-
es minister Rob Horstman MLC 
said these trucks weren’t offline 
due to mechanical faults but were 
lying idle simply because there 
were not enough firefighters to 
crew them.

“Every day, more appliances 
are being placed on restricted duty 
because there is no one available 
to man them,” Mr Horstman said.

“That is a direct result of an 

ongoing staffing crisis across the 
firefighting workforce.

“This is a clear red flag. When 
fire trucks can’t be deployed, 
communities are left exposed and 
the risk to public safety increas-
es.”

He said that instead of ignor-
ing the warnings the government 
should listen to frontline experts 
and urgently address workforce 
shortages before this becomes a 
full-blown emergency.

A Department of Fire and 
Emergency (DFES) spokesper-
son said there were currently no 
vacancies at the Midland career 
fire and rescue service station.

“In 2024 the state government 
provided $23 million to fund an 
additional 60 career firefighters 
over the following three years,” 
they said.

“Half of that cohort have al-
ready gone through trainee 
firefighter school. Last year 84 
firefighters graduated from the 
trainee school - the biggest num-
ber of recruits in 55 years.”

When questioned in Parlia-
ment, the government said that 

between January 1 and March 
17, 2026 a total of 104 applianc-
es were designated as ‘applianc-
es on restricted duty’ (AORD) 
across 74 shifts, with one appli-
ance sidelined for as many as 47 
shifts.

While DFES describes AORD 
as a method to ‘adjust response 
options and manage resources’, 
Mr Horstman has said it effec-
tively means fire trucks are of-
fline and unable to respond.

“Communities across the state 
are being unknowingly left in 
a precarious position when lo-
cal fire resources are reduced or 
unable to respond due to unsafe 
staffing levels,” he said.

United Professional Firefight-
ers Union of WA secretary John 
Marsh said the reality facing fire-
fighters was far more severe than 
suggested.

“Firstly, the situation is signif-
icantly worse than the reported 
figures indicate,” Mr Marsh said.

“These figures require further 
scrutiny and members report the 
consequences are much, much 
worse.”

RIDERS of the Big Yellow Pipe-
line Challenge will roll into the 
Perth Hills on Sunday, May 3 
greeted by cheering families, 
live music and a vibrant com-
munity celebration at the Park-
erville Tavern.

From around 11am, approxi-
mately 100 participants, including 
more than 80 riders and support 
crew, will begin crossing the fin-
ish line after completing either 
the full five-day, the over 600km 
journey from Kalgoorlie or the 
one-day, 65km ride from Bakers 
Hill along the iconic Kep Track.

The finish line event promises 
to be a high-energy and emotion-
al celebration, as riders who have 
spent five days tackling rugged 
terrain, long distances and chal-
lenging climbs are reunited with 
loved ones. 

With live music, a buzzing 
crowd and a strong sense of 
achievement in the air, the Park-
erville Tavern will transform into 
a fitting finale for one of Western 
Australia’s most meaningful en-
durance events.

The final day of the challenge 
is no easy ride. After days on the 
bike, participants push through 
the picturesque farmland of Grass 

Valley before joining the Kep 
Track at Bakers Hill and tackling 
the demanding climbs of the Perth 
Hills. 

It’s a tough but rewarding fin-
ish, with sweeping descents and 
the promise of a memorable wel-
come at the end.

Beyond the physical challenge, 
every kilometre ridden helps 
raise critical funds for the Youth 
Futures Nest Program, which 
supports young parents and their 
babies experiencing, or at risk of, 
homelessness.

Sponsor Big Yellow chief exec-
utive officer Mitch Wallace said 
the finish line represents more 
than just the end of a ride. 

“This is where the impact of 
the Big Yellow Pipeline Chal-
lenge really comes to life. Seeing 
riders come in after five days on 
the road, being welcomed by their 
families and the community - it’s 
incredibly powerful,” Mr Wallace 
said.

“Every rider crossing that line 
has helped raise vital funds and 
awareness for young parents do-
ing it tough. It’s a moment of cel-
ebration, but also a reminder of 
why we ride.”

Youth Futures chief executive 

officer Michelle Jenkins said the 
funds raised through the event 
were critical to sustaining the Nest 
Program which is vital in support-
ing young parents and their babies 
with safe accommodation, food 
and tailored support.

“For many of the young fami-
lies we work with, the Nest Pro-
gram is life changing. Events like 
Pipeline ensure we can continue 
to provide a safe place to stay and 
help them build a better future,” 
she said.

Since launching in 2015, the 
Big Yellow Pipeline Challenge 
has brought together hundreds of 
riders and raised more than $1.5 
million, directly supporting vul-
nerable young families across the 
state.

In 2025, Nest supported 97 
young parents and children, help-
ing to stabilise families and break 
cycles of poverty and intergenera-
tional disadvantage. 

However, the Nest was unable 
to meet the needs of every young 
family who reached out and 
across the year, 56 young parents 
seeking outreach support and 163 
young parents seeking accommo-
dation could not be supported due 
to capacity constraints. 

MIKE PEETERS

Fire truck staffing shortages

More than 100 fire trucks around the metro area are out of 
action due to chronic staffing shortages.

More than 80 riders from the Pipeline Challenge will arrive at the Parkerville Tavern on 
Sunday.

Pipeline riders set for big Parkerville finish
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As the seasons turn, 
Kalamunda truly comes into 
its own. There’s something 
special about this time of 
year — cooler days, fresh air, 
and the pristine beauty of the 
Perth Hills.

With May and June also marking the peak of storm 
season, it’s a timely reminder to be storm ready. Storms 
can arrive quickly and affect very local areas, so a little 
preparation goes a long way. Checking your roof and 
gutters, trimming overhanging branches, securing loose 
items and planning for pets or power outages can make 
all the difference. I encourage you to visit the DFES 
website for practical tips to help keep your household 
safe.

Staying informed is just as important as staying 
prepared. That’s why we’ve launched KalaExplained, a 
new short video series that breaks down how your local 
government works — from council decisions to rates 
and responsibilities — in clear, simple language. New 
episodes are released weekly, and I hope you’ll take a 
look.

Thank you to everyone who joined us at our recent 
KalaValue information sessions. These open 
conversations about local finances and services were 
thoughtful, respectful and truly appreciated. If you 
couldn’t attend, the online recording is now available 
on our website.

Looking after our community also means looking after 
our health. During National Heart Health Awareness 
Week, Hartfield Park Recreation Centre is offering 
complimentary body composition scans and blood 
pressure checks. There’s also a wonderful opportunity 
to hear from nutrition and gut health expert Natalie 
Woodman at Kalamunda Library, exploring the 
powerful connection between gut health and overall 
wellbeing.

Stay warm, stay safe and I look forward to seeing you 
out and about in the beautiful City of Kalamunda.

Mayor Margaret Thomas JP

Public Agenda Brie�ng Forum
6:30pm, Tuesday 12 May
Ordinary Council Meeting
6:30pm, Tuesday 26 May

Administration Centre, Council Chambers

Visit kalamunda.wa.gov.au to view the Agenda

View
News from your City | May 2026

Kalamunda

Mayor's
MESSAGE

Connect with us

Sign up to our FREE 
monthly e-news by 
scanning the QR code.

kalamunda.wa.gov.au/newsletters

Stay connected through socials.
@cityofkalamunda

Contact Us
9257 9999 | enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au
2 Railway Road, Kalamunda
PO Box 42 Kalamunda WA 6926

Curious how local government really works? The City of 
Kalamunda has launched KalaExplained—a new short 
video series breaking down council decisions, rates and 
roles in clear, simple language. New episodes released 
weekly. 

Scan the QR code to learn more.

Restricted Burning 
1 April 2026 – 31 May 2026

During this period
burning restrictions apply

Is your gut the key to better health? Discover 
how what’s living inside you can influence 
everything from immunity to mood and 
skin. 

Join internationally recognised nutrition 
and gut health expert Natalie Woodman for 
an eye opening talk on the science of the 
gut microbiome, at Kalamunda 
Library on Tuesday 26 May, 
10–11am. 

Tickets $10 via   
www.trybooking.com/DKLGI.

To mark National Heart Health Awareness 
Week (4–10 May), Hartfield Park Recreation 
Centre is offering free body composition 
scans and blood pressure checks on 6 and 
8 May. In just 20 minutes, gain valuable 
insights into your health with services 
normally worth more than $80. Sessions 
run morning and afternoon, but places are 
limited. Bookings are essential—
contact the friendly team at 
Hartfield Park to secure your 
spot. 

Have Your Say

Join the conversation and contribute to 
matters happening in your City.

Scan the QR code for more 
or visit engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au

LIFTING THE LID ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT
KALAEXPLAINED

UNDERSTANDING CITY FUNDING 
AND SERVICES

KALAVALUE

NUTRITION AND GUT 
HEALTH WORKSHOP

HEART HEALTH WEEK @ 
THE REC CENTRE

The City of Kalamunda recently welcomed residents to a 
series of KalaValue information sessions, creating space 
for open, friendly conversations about local finances and 
services. 

More than 30 residents attended three face to face 
workshops, with many others joining online. For those 
who couldn’t attend, the recording of the online session 
can be viewed by scanning the QR code below.



www.echonewspaper.com.au   May 1, 2026    11

KALAMUNDA
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE  1947

20% 20% OFFOFF HANDBAGSHANDBAGS

Shop 4 Barberry Square Shopping Centre, 12 Barber Street, Kalamunda 
Phone 9293 1357  |  Email: hawleyskalamunda@gmail.com

Mention 
this ad to get 

a further 
10% OFF
(TOTAL 30% OFF)

MIDLAND & WILLETTON

SPOIL THAT SPECIAL 
SOMEONE THIS 

Mother’s Day

Even if you can’t be with Mum this Mother’s Day 
or you are not sure what to give her, make her 

day by treating her to a Gift Voucher.

E if ’t b ith M thi M th ’ D

Send her your love with a gift voucher.
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MIDLAND 9274 0429 
1 OLD GREAT NORTHERN HWY  I  OPEN 6 DAYS

WILLETTON 9259 1698
UNIT 2 / 11 AUGUSTA STREET  I  OPEN 6 DAYS

Come 
say Hi, we would love to see you!

Warm Mum’s heart this Mother’s Day @ Hawleys
PROUDLY servicing the people of Kalamunda and 
surrounds since 1947, the team at Hawley’s are re-
nowned for their impeccable and friendly custom-
er service.

Whether you’re after everyday footwear, kids’ 
school shoes, sport shoes for the whole family, 
or stylish dress shoes, Hawley’s has something 
for everyone. They also stock a great selection of 
men’s and women’s clothing from casual wear to 
smart, dressy pieces with styles to suit every stage 
of life.

With a strong focus on comfort, durability and 
style, their carefully curated range is backed by  
good old-fashioned service and genuine care. The ded-
icated team is committed to sharing their expertise and 
knowledge to meet their local community’s needs.

If you’re looking for friendly, experienced retail professionals 
who know what works for local families, contact the team on (08) 
9293 1357 today!

Spoil someone special this Mother’s Day
WITH Mother’s Day just around the 
corner and you happen to be search-
ing for that perfect gift to go along 
with that special card, well you are in 
luck, with gift vouchers available or 
a new outfit, come in and browse our 
new season arrivals now in store to 
prepare for the cooler weather, with 
a range of smart casual wear or for-
mal outfits perfect for any occasion, 
including evening wear and formal 
dresses. 

At our Willeton Store we will even 

travel to retirement places by ap-
pointment to display our beautiful 
stock.

Kimbo’s stylish evening wear and 
formal dresses are available in sizes 
10-20, while our range of new casual 
outfits, including winter knitwear and 
travel wear, also come in sizes 10-20.

Update your wardrobe with the 
latest winter labels which are now in 
store at Kimbo’s Fashions.

Phone 9274 0429, Open 6 days. 
Like us on Facebook today.

ADVERTISING FEATUREADVERTISING FEATURE
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Gif t
BEAUTIFUL SKIN, BEAUTIFUL YOU

Give the gift of glowing, healthy skin 
she truly deserves.

Personalised skin consultations

Results-driven treatments

Relaxing, confidence-boosting experiences

CALL 6244 4800 | KAPURNSKIN.COM.AU

BECAUSE 

SHE DESERVES 

TO FEEL AS 

BEAUTIFUL AS 

SHE IS

K A P U R N
S K I N

THOUGHTFUL 
& LUXURIOUS

WOMEN’S HEALTH 
CONSULTATIONS

1200 ALISON ST 
MOUNT HELENA

Everlastings for Mum
THE start of May, with the beautiful au-
tumn rain, is the perfect time to plant WA 
Everlasting Daises (Rhodanthe chloroceph-
ala). 
Planting early in the season gives you tall strong 
flower stems, but these annuals can be planted 
all the way through to August if you prefer!

We recommend mixing the seeds with some 
Soil Improver, and spreading on an area of 
cleared, weed-free ground. 

Water in well or plant just before rain and be-
fore you know it, the seeds will germinate and 
start to grow. The flowers can be cut late win-
ter to early spring and kept in a vase for many 
weeks. 

Or if you prefer you can hang them and dry 
them out for an everlasting display of cut dried 
flowers. 

For more tips on growing Everlastings, have 
a look on our website for the info sheet, or pop 
in for a chat with our team. 

The Everlasting Daisy seed packs make a 
wonderful present for Mum, bringing joy for 
many months into winter and spring!

Happy Mother’s Day from all of us at  
Zanthorrea!

ADVERTISING FEATUREADVERTISING FEATURE
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The Jewellery Centre 
MUNDARING

YOUR OWN LOCAL JEWELLER

REPAIRS • SALES • DESIGNS

FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 2 YEAR 
FULL WARRANTY ON ALL WATCHES. 

LADIES 
AND GENTS 
WATCHES
TOO!! 

S 

Have jewellery 
you never wear? 

Let’s transform it.

With master jewellers on site every 
day, we specialise in redesigning 

old or unloved jewellery into 
magnificent custom pieces –

created just for you.

ADVERTISING FEATUREADVERTISING FEATURE

At Kapurn: Skin, we believe our local com-
munity deserves access to expert care—
both for skin health and women’s health.

Nestled within Amaroo Retreat & Spa in 
Mount Helena, Kapurn: Skin is led by ex-
perienced medical professionals offering 
personalised, results-driven skin consulta-
tions. Our approach focuses on improving 
skin tone, texture and overall vitality through 
science-backed care that supports collagen, 
strengthens the skin barrier and restores nat-
ural radiance.

In addition, Kapurn offers dedicated wom-
en’s health consultations with menopause-fo-
cused medical professionals, providing a 
supportive, clinical environment to navigate 
hormonal changes with personalised guid-

ance.
We also provide medical support for weight 

management and hair restoration, recognis-
ing that confidence is influenced by many 
factors beyond skin alone. These services are 
delivered with discretion, expertise and a fo-
cus on sustainable, long-term outcomes.

Proudly part of the Perth Hills communi-
ty, we are committed to providing a trusted 
space where you feel informed, supported 
and confident in your choices.

Because looking after yourself should feel 
simple, accessible and expertly guided.

Kapurn: Skin
Advanced Skin. Visible Results.
Book your consultation today.
62444800.

Kapurn: Skin – Supporting Skin & 
Women’s Health in Our Community

Spoil your Mum this Mother’s Day  
Sunday 10th May

Gift Mum Something Special at  
The Jewellery Centre Mundaring

Mother’s Day doesn’t have to be about 
grand gestures or mass-produced gifts. 
Sometimes, the most meaningful expres-
sions of love are the ones already waiting 
quietly at home.

At The Jewellery Centre in Mundaring, 
Mother’s Day is about stories — the ones 
carried in heirloom rings, unworn necklaces, 
and pieces that once meant something, but no 
longer fit life today. With experienced jewel-
lers working on site every day, these forgotten 
treasures are carefully transformed into cus-
tom designs made for now.

Creating something special for Mum can be 
a deeply personal way to show how important 
they are. An old piece of jewellery can be-

come a new symbol of significance. A family 
piece can be reshaped into something modern, 
wearable, and full of meaning — without los-
ing its history.

This Mother’s Day more people are choos-
ing thoughtful craftsmanship over off-the-
shelf jewellery. They’re choosing to sit down 
with a local jeweller, talk through memories, 
and create something that simply can’t be rep-
licated.

Proudly part of the Mundaring communi-
ty, The Jewellery Centre believes jewellery 
should reflect the life you’ve built together — 
not just the moment it was bought.

Because the most beautiful gifts aren’t 
rushed..
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Crossword Solution 1265 from 24 April, 2026

1266

H U G G E D O F A C E T O S A A D O C K S T C A L L E D
O R R A V E L H R U N L O A D E D E O T O R C H I E
A R R I V E E O A D E P T I M D I N E R A O A S L E E P
R P S R O W E L M P E C U L I A R T R A L L Y S A A
D I V E R S E E L I B R A E R E X U D E W S T I C K E R
E I E T E R S E L C A D A V E R S R C O A T S E E T
D I S T U R B S E N E E D E D A S S E N T R P E N D A N T S

I P L A P D O G O S T L E R L A T T E R R N
N A T T E R E R R E I N S E R T R E S T D A Y S D E C A D E N T
O O N S P D N W E A S T E R R D C A C P L A
D E R I D E S R H E O S T A T R M H E A V I E S T T R E S S E S
U M E E R H M S T A T I C A E N T E T S
L A M P P O S T S I R O N I C A L T A T T E R E D E N D U R A N C E
E E D I N R N E T T E D S E N N F L
S T I L T E D D I G R E S S E D S U S P E N D E D D I F F E R S
R A S I D E E T N S A S H P A O E L A T E E

C A I R N M E D A L S R T A P A S S R M A D D E N E D I T S
M E G E S T C E L I T E L A I R T O T E D E S K A T E R
P F R E T R P R I D A I E J S N F A
O U N C I V L P N N N T P A E T U C
L T W E E T V I C I E R T I R E D R I L L V N A I L S T

F I N E R R E B E L S N I R E S K I O U S U R E R E E R I E
N A B O D E T G S R U B S N N M E D I C T O

R E T A P E S S U B S I S T E D E G G S H E L L S D U S T I N G
I N T T E M E A S I E R A E I T I R
C O N T R A L T O S U P P L I E D T R U S T I N G L A S S I T U D E
H I E W T E E R A B I E S T L A I E L A
E P I C U R E E A R D R U M S P R C A R I L L O N P I K E L E T
S L P W D I I U A T H E N A I N I G T N A E
T A L I S M A N D O L O R O S O A V E R A G E S B E W I L D E R

E E R O B B E R T R I P L E R E G R E T F D
H I G H T I D E A P E R U S E R A T B A G A A S T E R I S K
A A D S Y L P H A P R E D I C T S R O U T E R R E I
R E L I N E D A A L I B I L H P L A I N H P A R A S O L
B R A C A N O N M R I D I C U L E V O V E R T N V L
O R D E A L L C A R E N A E T C H A S M R O C H A N G E
U N L O O S E G N L U S T I E S T D I E T U D E I R
R U D E L Y T D W E L T S T S S O C C U R R S A L V E S

ACROSS
17 	 Employment
18 	 Survivor
20 	 Nimble
21 	 Stately house
23 	 Sent away
24 	 Ventilating
25 	 Quickly
27 	 Paces
29 	 Slim
33 	 Widen
34 	 Ceded
38 	 Courage
40 	 Drops down
42 	 Call on again
45 	 Hurry up
47 	 Aspersion
49 	 Young ladies
50 	 Type of duck
51 	 Fixes ills
52 	 Social group
53 	 Nostrils
54 	 Bread ingredient
56 	 Agrees to
58 	 Cease
60 	 Is present at
62 	 Warms up
64 	 Sift
65 	 Different one
66 	 Courageous
67 	 Outside part
69 	 Wriggle around
72 	 Something more
74 	 Comes closer
75 	 Talk wildly
77 	 Leg joints
80 	 Powdery
83 	 Ardour
85 	 Bosom
88 	 Gave a 

performance
90 	 Life’s work
93 	 Bring from body
94 	 A reptile
95 	 Aged

96 	 A colour
97 	 Make plans for
98 	 Slide on ice
99 	 Rascal
100 	 Girl’s name
101 	 Orders
102 	 Turned back into
104 	 Type of beaver
106 	 Daybreak
108 	 Brilliance
111 	 Kitchen container
113 	 Placid
117 	 Coldest
120 	 An objector
121 	 Turn away
123 	 Amends
125 	 Recalls
126 	 Purpose
128 	 Occupancy
129 	 Made run evenly
130 	 Sight of land
133 	 A fop
136 	 Turned to stone
137 	 System of sound
138	  Inactive state
139 	 Onlooker
143	 Chemical 

compound
145 	 Killed
147 	 An easy victim  

(coll)
148 	 Strife
152 	 Defeat
154 	 Fish eggs
155 	 Dockyard ramps
156 	 Utilise
158 	 Begging
159 	 Way to cook
160 	 Regret
161 	 Historic time
162 	 Of the moon
163 	 Crude speech
166 	 As one
167 	 Mark in garment
170 	 English school

172 	 Grown-up
175 	 Type of tree
178 	 Resound
180 	 Poisonous snake
181 	 Those colouring
182 	 Esteem
184 	 A bluish gas
185 	 Small part in play
186 	 Ill (coll)
187 	 Large expanse of 

water
188 	 Wireless
191 	 Let dog loose
195 	 Most senior
198 	 In the middle
202 	 Consumed
205 	 A shop
206 	 Scraps
207 	 Custom
208 	 Small projectiles
209 	 Grade
210 	 Very important
211 	 Buccaneer
212 	 More fortunate
213 	 Garden tool
214 	 Precipitous
217 	 Smash
222 	 A guard
225 	 Having feelings
229 	 Gets bigger
231 	 Change to suit
232 	 Horse attendant
233 	 Give air
234 	 With less moisture
235 	 Give a speech
236 	 Beliefs
237 	 Thick

DOWN
1 	 Play
2 	 Possesses
3 	 Belonging to us
4 	 Titled lady
5 	 Action

6 	 Large pitcher
7 	 Way out
8 	 Make sacred
9 	 Disperses
10 	 Leak slowly
11 	 A revel
12 	 Part of church
13 	 Drawn
14 	 Passed on
15 	 Asian country
16 	 Always
18 	 A colour
19 	 Make a knot
22 	 Fruit
26 	 Reddish colour
28 	 Slight sign
30 	 Ogles
31 	 Unworldly
32 	 Throw out
35 	 Small bay
36 	 Older weapon
37 	 Correct
39 	 Manservant
41 	 Artists models
42 	 Cause
43 	 Small battle
44 	 Rest period
46 	 Belted up
47 	 Begins
48 	 A knave
49 	 Place of holy 

torment
55 	 Stun
57 	 Spoilsport (coll)
58 	 Night moisture
59 	 Part of foot
61 	 A low playing card
63 	 Ease off
68 	 Speak
70 	 Went back on word
71 	 Spearing weapon
73 	 A memento
76 	 Give evidence
78 	 Catches
79 	 Make sour

81 	 Be beneath
82 	 Acquire
84 	 Mental awareness
86 	 Scope
87 	 Old-womanish
88 	 Enmesh
89 	 Avoid
91 	 Lots of paper
92 	 To put on
103 	 Traces
104 	 Accelerate motor
105 	 Windflowers
107 	 Representative
109 	 Stories
110 	 Small bird
112 	 Learned document
113 	 Is on one’s feet
114 	 Untidy mob
115 	 Useless
116 	 Round and fatty
118 	 Written works
119 	 Walks heavily
122 	 Slight argument
124 	 Waterside plant
127 	 Tight
131 	 Exist
132 	 A wading bird
134 	 Amazes
135 	 Part of week
140 	 Sloping joint
141 	 Weird
142 	 A flower
144 	 Set type again
145 	 Roofing material
146 	 Climate
147 	 Stiff question
149 	 Oration
150 	 Raised ground
151 	 Chants
153 	 Hardwood
154 	 Tear apart
157 	 Otherwise
158 	 Dress feathers
164 	 Sink into
165 	 Fanatical people

168 	 Space missiles
169 	 Allow
171 	 Smells
172 	 A continent
173 	 Result
174 	 A boring tool
175 	 Sportsgrounds
176 	 Writing implement
177 	 Midday
179 	 Underground room
182 	 A cereal
183 	 Small mark
189 	 Share out
190 	 Sent out
192 	 Under (poet)
193 	 Legal decree
194 	 In later time
196 	 Waited idly
197 	 Soak
199 	 Musical work

200 	 Inhales, in a way
201 	 Smart
203 	 Hope to reach
204 	Donate
215 	 Singly
216 	 Track
217 	 Halt
218 	 Word of sorrow
219 	 Pour down
220 	 Tiers
221 	 Agitate
222 	 Group
223 	 Word of agreement
224 	 Silly
225 	 Posted
226 	 Facial part
227 	 Hurts
228 	 Whirlpool
229 	 Present
230 	 Spoken
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Your local Gig Guide

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

OPTION 2

OPTION 1

Half Display Banner
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $50 p/w

Large Display Banner 
Linking directly to your website or ticketing outlet. $100 p/w

Free Text ListingOPTION 3

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6605 or peter.lewis@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Promote
your event

 Fri May 1
Settlers House York
Graeme Fisher
From 5.30pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace York 

Woodbridge Hotel
Touché
From 8pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford 

Parkerville Tavern
Kevin Curran
From 5.30pm, Free
6 Owen Road  
Parkerville 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Matt Sofoulis
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Lyric’s Bar
Crash Creole
From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane 
Maylands

 Sat May 2
Settlers House York
Jukes of York
From 5.30pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

  
Lyric’s Bar
Queency Duo
From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane 
Maylands

Woodbridge Hotel
Loose Endz
From 8pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Claudia Tripp
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 
 Sun May 3
Settlers House York
The Jukes of York
12pm-3pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

Sunday May. 3 cont.

Woodbridge Hotel
Kane Cahill
From 3pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Chidlow Tavern
Monthly Jam Session
12.30pm-3.30pm, Free
4 Thomas St, Chidlow

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Fenton
4pm-7pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

  Tues May 5
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Smooth Groove
6pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 Wed May 6
Chidlow Tavern
Muso Jam Night
7.30pm till late, Free
4 Thomas St, Chidlow 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Acoustic Open 
Mic Night
Presented by Fenton 
and Friends
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek 

 Thur May 7
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Neil Adams
5.30pm-8.30pm, Free 
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Woodbridge Hotel
The Pointy Heads
From 6pm, Free 
50 East St Guildford

THE Walliabup Wildlife Warriors and 
citizen scientist Ian Barlow will host a 
community event at Coal Dam Park in 
Woodbridge, showing how residents can 
take part in turtle habitat conservation.

The Turtles in Celebrations, Turtles in 
Love event will run from 10am to 1pm on 
Sunday, May 3 highlighting the site’s role 
as an urban wetland supporting Swan’s bio-
diversity and turtle populations.

Coal Dam Park, a former railway dam 
behind the old Midland train station, has 
evolved into a small but significant wildlife 
refuge. 

Its permanent water and surrounding 
vegetation make it an important habitat 
for native species, particularly freshwater 
turtles which rely on stable wetlands for 
breeding and nesting.

Using publicly accessible tools such 

as TurtleSAT, participants will be guid-
ed through how to record turtle sightings, 
monitor habitat conditions and contribute 
to broader conservation efforts. 

The platform allows users to log data that 
can assist researchers and environmental 
groups in tracking turtle distribution and 
health across Western Australia.

As reported in Southwest long neck turtle 
admissions increasing (Echo News, No-
vember 14, 2025) turtle sightings logged 
by citizen scientists can help build a pop-
ulation map that help turtles with their sur-
vival rates. 

Locations such as the City of Kalamunda 
are a blind spot for turtle data as much of its 
wetland system is on private property, but 
Mr Barlow said citizen science could help 
fill the gaps in knowledge. 

Returning to Swan, Mr Barlow said sea-

sonal conditions had created a strong op-
portunity for turtle activity at the Wood-
bridge site.

He said there was a chance of a breed-
ing congregation, with turtles gathering in 
numbers as part of their natural reproduc-
tive cycle, offering visitors a rare chance to 
observe this behaviour up close.

Beyond observation, the event will also 
focus on practical actions residents can 
take, including habitat protection, reducing 
human impact on wetlands and supporting 
local bushland initiatives.

The session is open to all ages and aims 
to encourage community involvement in 
environmental stewardship in urban eco-
systems.

To register interest, a link to the 
event may be accessed through tin 
yurl.com/4fkpuwkd

Ian Barlow (left) will be joined by co-hosts Walliabup Wildlife Warriors (right) to present a citizen science event 
on supporting turtle population growth.

Woodbridge turtle spotting science event

WEST Australian Quilters Associ-
ation (WAQA) returns to Midland 
Junction Arts Centre’s (MJAC) gal-
leries to premiere the 15th edition 
of the biennial, juried contempo-
rary quilting exhibition Stitched and 
Bound. 

Stitched and Bound is WAQA’s con-
temporary quilting exhibition, featuring 
a range of innovative textile work being 
produced by Western Australian artists 
who challenge the traditional concept of 
the ‘quilt’ medium. 

The biennial was inaugurated with 
the The Razor’s Edge exhibition held 
in Fremantle in 1995 as an opportunity 
for local textile artists to present works 
outside the traditional confines, using 
more adventurous ideas, materials and 
methods. 

Though the name has changed, the 
exhibition remains one of the leading 
exhibitions of contemporary quilts in 
Australia.

Presented across the East, West and 
Hallway Galleries at MJAC the 2026 
exhibition marks the 15th edition of 
Stitched and Bound, with 50 works by 
43 artists. 

After premiering at MJAC, the exhi-
bition will embark on a regional tour to 
galleries in Katanning, Geraldton and 
Carnarvon.

The works exhibited are the result 
of a juried assessment from three in-
dependent industry professionals with 
backgrounds as contemporary quilters 
and textile artists, curators and educa-
tors. 

To qualify for exhibition, works must 
be composed of at least two layers held 
together with stitching or tying fila-
ments to be considered a ‘quilt’, how-
ever artists are encouraged to push the 
boundaries of the medium through the 
use of unconventional materials, ideas 
and techniques, and focus on telling a 
story or making a personal statement. 

Each entry is assessed on artistic mer-
it, innovation and the standard of design 
and execution.  

Alongside the Stitched and Bound 
exhibition, MJAC’s CoLab space trans-
forms into a creative textile hub as 
twelve contemporary quilt artists work 
in residence. 

Janice Blight, Julie Devereux, Mar-
gery Goodall, Janine Judge, Jocelyne 

Leith, Virginia O’Keeffe, Linda Penny, 
Tiiu Stojanovic, Linda Stokes, Louise 
Wells, Anne Williams and Mo Wolters-
dorf invite the public to visit as they 
work on their own projects and share 
their creative practices. 

Supported by Handcrafters House 
Midland, visitors are welcomed to drop 
in to discuss the artist’s processes, learn 
various sewing techniques and take part 
in a range of free drop-in activities. 

Visit the residency page on the MJAC 
website to find out more about each art-
ist and when they will be in residence.

With a range of works and artists to 
discover in both the exhibition and art-
ist in residence program, the exhibition-
is a wonderful opportunity for visitors 
to immerse themselves in the varied 
and intriguing world of contemporary 
quilting.

Stitched and Bound will be open and 
free to the public from Saturday, May 2 
to  Sunday, June 28. 

For more information about what is 
on offer and to book, please visit the 
MJAC website.

https://www.midlandjunctionartscen 
tre.com.au/workshops-and-events

Quilting exhibition to be held at MJAC

Robyn Clout, Perception (detail), 
2026, cotton fabric, cut improvisa-
tional, cotton thread, cotton/poly 
batting. Picture: Robyn Clout

Louise Wells,  Mrs Millett’s York Colour Palette (detail), 2024, indigo dyed 
vintage crochet cotton, recycled knitting needles. Picture: Josh Wells.
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Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Ceilings

INSTALLATIONS

All Reno Work Local and Loyal
0409 953 369

 Ceilings & Walls  All Facets of Ceiling Work
 Domestic & Commercial  Office Partitioning

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.comBobcats

DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Bobcats

Roofing

sales@prowestroofing.com.au

C O N T AC T  P E T E  F O R  A  F R E E  Q U OT E

9274 7663
prowestroofing.com.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E  &  R E P A I R S

• METAL ROOFING | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS
• MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

ECHO NEWSPAPER  
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE

When an individual or other legal 
entity (“the Customer”) requests 
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspaper, they 
agree to be bound by the following 
terms and conditions:
1.	Echo, at its sole discretion, may 

decline to publish any advertisement 
requested by a Customer. If Echo 
decides not to publish a particular 
advertisement, there is no obligation 
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its 
decision, and Echo will not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
to the Customer as a result of the 
decision. 

2.	Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage caused to a Customer 
as a result of delay or as a result of 
Echo failing to place a requested 
advertisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an error or 
omission. 

3.	Echo may, at its sole discretion, 
decide to refund a Customer a portion 
of the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer and the 
Customer notifies Echo of the error 
or omission before 5.00pm on the day 
the advertisement first appears in the 
Newspaper. 

4.	Complaints concerning the accuracy 
of any invoice must be notified to 
Echo within 30 days from the end of 
the month in which the advertisement 
was published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it may 
have had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	The Customer warrants that 
publication of the requested 
advertisement/s will not contravene 
any laws, whether statutory, equitable 
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly 
indemnify Echo (and its employees 
and agents) against all expenses, 
loss and damage arising directly or 
indirectly from the publication of the 
advertisement/s.

Indemnity and  
Warranty

Carpentry

Gutter Cleaning

Bobtail Gardens Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Vac Services
∙ Fully insured, registered business
∙ Fully self contained vac truck
∙ All waste removed from your property
∙ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

Phone Phil 0429 179 577

Gutter Cleaning

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301

Ceilings Handyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

ConcreteConcrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

GardeningGardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching  
Lawn Mowing
Planting Weeding
Pruning Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369
www.full-blowngarden.com

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Support your  

local Business

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Looking for  
a tradie?
Now you can find a  

tradie in the paper AND  
on our website  

ANYTIME GO TO:

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Pest ControlPest Control

Mal’s Pest & Weed 
Services

Call Sean 0417 905 708

Free 
Quotes

• Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
• Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

Brickpaving

LIMESTONE
BRICKLAYING
BRICKPAVING

Retaining & Feature Walls
Garden Beds etc

Over 25 year experience

Ross Lucassen 9295 2837

Brickpaving 

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC
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SPACE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS  

ADVERTISEMENT

LimestoneLimestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plumbing

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

Electrical

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Roofing

TILED ROOF RESTORATIONS
0447 234 603
Call Kieren today for a free quote
admin@ridgecapking.com.au

Handyman

allwork HANDYMAN
SERVICES

SPECIALISING IN ALL INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR HOME MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping • Flat Packs • Painting
• Limestone Walls • Reticulation • Brickpaving
• Gutter Cleaning • Carpentry • General Repairs

Contact Trevor 0424 130 555

Handyman

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

PlasteringPlastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Roofing

“Let’s keep  
local  

people  
in work”Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

Scott Howard
Painting Service

Reg. No. 4234
21 years experience

Touch-ups • Repaints • Residential & Commercial
• Free Quotes • Reliable Service

• Quality Workmanship

0409 299 452
38 Cupello Drive, Swan View

PaintingPainting

Window CleaningWindow Cleaning

tataniawindows@gmail.com

TATANIA’STATANIA’S
Window CleaningWindow Cleaning

Police 
Clearance0467 282 1270467 282 127

Homes, Shopfronts, Offices,  
Tracks & Flyscreens  

Tree Services

Tree Services

Reticulation

Reticulation
0433 366 655

Reticulation
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Garage Sale
Surplus machines (in-
cluding lawn mowers, 
edger, air conditioner), 
tools, materials, bric-a-
brac. Mundaring Commu-
nity Men's Shed, 1 Morilla 
Road Mundaring. 9am-
noon Saturday 2nd of 
May. Contact Ross 0433 
211 949.

LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

Gas/Elec hot water installs. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

V i d e o  Tr a n s f e r s  t o    
USB starting from $45 - 
6393 7298. 

Custom Video  
& DVD Solutions

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Yoga

YOGA
Gooseberry Hill Hall 

42 Ledger Rd

Mon 6 -7.15pm

PH JEANENE 
0406 773 650

Plumbing
MASTERS PLUMBINGAS  
All Plumbing & Gas work, 
Blockages, Hot water 
units, Leaks, Renovations,  
B u r s t  p i p e s .  2 4 / 7 
E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e . 
N O  C A L L  O U T  F E E 
David: 0416 644 191. 
PL-9554 GF-011284

Gutter cleaning & solar  
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

Slashing, mowing, wool 
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. Ian 0458 
510 048.

Hobby Farm 
Services

Employment

JUNIOR ADVERTISING SALESPERSON
If you enjoy meeting new people and have an outgoing personality, then this is the job for you

We are a small, privately owned and independent 
newspaper looking for an energetic and vibrant person 
to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:
• A current “C” class drivers licence and reliable 

vehicle.
• A smart appearance with a strong commitment to 

customer service and the ability to develop and 
implement successful sales strategies, including 
digital, by building and maintaining long lasting 
client relationships.

• Strong negotiation verbal and written skills with 
excellent presentation and a professional phone 
manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers a salary 
package, including a commission structure with a 
weekly car allowance.

Please email your resume with  
a cover letter to: General Manager / Editor  
Peter Lewis E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com
All applications will be treated with the strictest 
confidence.

The Echo Newspaper is looking to fill the following position

Repair all leaks. Roof 
painting & coatings. Call 
Markus - 0433 958 025.

Roofing

BLISS BOOKKEEPING 
Stress-free Bookkeeping, 
BAS and Payroll solutions. 
Simple, clear and reliable 
support for your business. 
Ready for peace of mind? 
Book your free 20-min consult: 

0413 794 460 
info@blissbookkeeping.com.au 
www.blissbookkeeping.com.au

Bookkeeping Firewood
Get your firewood now. 
Dry split & delivered 4 x 7 
trailer load $255.00. 0452 
541 069.

Ceiling Repairs
New gyprock walls and 
ceilings. Repair old ceilings. 
Professional tradesman. 
Peter 0400 993 387.

ALL YOUR NEEDS - ex-
teral / internal painting & 
roof painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs 
& gyprock repairs - call 
Markus today - 0433 958 
025.

Handyman

WILLIS BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE SER-
VICE. Specia l is ing in 
all house maintenance, 
pergolas, decking, ve-
randas,  pa in t ing  and  
carpentry. 0487 093 355.

Steve Gregory painting 
service. Mobile 0417 926 
027. Reg # 5098.

Painting

For very competitive prices 
and old fashioned service 
ph Nathan on 0409 247 293 
(Reg. No. 6605).

AAA PAINTING  
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Painting & Property Main-
tenance. 0477 660 703. 
Local.

For al l  your paint ing 
needs. Call Markus today 
- 0433 958 025. 

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

Roof leaks, gutter clean-
ing, solar panel cleaning, 
roof cleaning. 0421 455 
546.

Roof Repairs

Gardening
Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs. 0426 211 137.

Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914
Department of Housing and Works has made application for a licence under s5C to 

take 203 000 kilolitres/annum for the irrigation of playing fields and public open space 

at Lot 811 Drumpellier Dr Whiteman. 

People who are interested in the application, may make a written submission within 15 

days of this publication to the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation,  

7 Ellam Street Victoria Park Western Australia 6100, quoting DWERVT20292. 

If you object to the proposal, you must in your submission specify what actions, if any, 

would overcome your objections. General enquiries to Swan Avon Region on 6250 8000.

OMID_TBC

Government of Western Australia
Department of Transport and Major Infrastructure
Office of Major Infrastructure Delivery

Public Notice

C l e a n - V u e  W i n d o w 
Cleaning. Domestic or 
commercial. 0497 111 676.

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

Wanted to Buy

MEDALS and Militaria 
bought by genuine local 
collector top prices paid 
0407 982 215.

“Let’s keep  
local  

people  
in work”

Upcoming
Events
• The Kalamunda Ladies 
Probus Club meets on the 
second Thursday of each 
month at St Barnabas Church 
Hall, Railway Road, Kal-
amunda (entry off Spring 
Road) at 9am for 9.30am 
start. They have morning tea 
and a guest speaker at each 
meeting and a monthly bus 
outing to different interesting 
places. Socially they meet for 
coffee monthly and lunch also 
monthly at different venues 
in the area. Probus is a social 
club for retirees who enjoy 
life. For more information call 
Trish on 0468 309 823 or Jul-

iette on 9293 4438.
• CWA Kalamunda meets 
on the second Friday of each 
month at 10am on Central 
Road, Kalamunda behind 
Aldi, look for the blue tree. 
Go along to join in the fun and 
meet new friends.
• Mundaring Garden Club 
meets every second Tues-
day of the month at Munda-
ring Church of Christ, 1470 
Stoneville Road, Mundaring. 
The annual program includes 
guest speakers who present on 
a variety of topics, workshops 
and outings to nurseries and 
gardens. Presentations are fol-
lowed by morning tea in the 
club café. For more informa-
tion call membership on 0413 
358 085. 

• The Mundaring Country 
Women’s Association meets 
every second Wednesday 
at 1pm at the CWA Centre 
(Sculpture Park) in Jacoby 
Street, Mundaring for a craft 
and social afternoon. Take 
your craft ideas to share on 
your favourite craft or hobby. 
Visitors are always welcome 
anytime to have a cuppa and 
a chat. For more information 
call Marg on 0417 956 628.   
• Midland Ascension Craft 
Group meets in the parish 
hall 17 Spring Park Road, 
Midland every Tuesday of 
school term from 1pm to 3pm. 
All most welcome to join for 
a chat, cuppa, any craft and 
sometimes a guest speaker. 
For more information call 

0433 265 683.
•  Lesmurdie Arts and 
Crafts Annual Exhibiton 
will be hosted on Saturday 
,May 2 and Sunday, May 3 at 
Kalamunda Agricultural Hall, 
Canning Road, Kalamunda 
from 10am to 4pm. Members 
will be exhibiting a variety of 
work including woodwork, 
fused glass, photography, 
stained glass, painting, pot-
tery, textiles, fibre arts, and 
more. For more information 
call Jenny on 0422 912 923.
Noticeboard is for non-prof-
its and community groups 
advertising free/low cost 
events/programs. Entries 
must be emailed to edito 
rial@echo-news.com two 
weeks before the event.

Woofer of the week
Bessie is a four-
year-old kelpie 
cross, She is a 
good watch dog 
but can be timid 
around children. 
Ideally, Bessie 
would be best 
suited for a re-
tired, active cou-
ple with no cats. 
She is sterilised, 
vaccinated, and 
microchipped. 
Contact Bakers 
Hill Dog Sanc-
tuary on 9574 
1438.

Funding boost for 
Northam events
From p5.

The Killick Art Awards had a funding reduction 
from $3000 to $2000 on the request of the Avon Val-
ley Arts Society so that the Northam Art Prize could 
be prioritised. 

The agreements, endorsed unanimously by coun-
cil, will run from the 2026–27 financial year and aim 
to provide stability for organisers managing large-
scale, volunteer-driven events.

By committing funding over multiple years, the 
shire is looking to reduce uncertainty for groups that 
rely on annual grants to plan ahead, secure sponsor-
ship and coordinate volunteers.

The decision follows recommendations from the 
community grants assessment committee, which re-
viewed applications earlier this month.

While individual allocations varied in size, the 
funding package aimed to support long-established 
events and smaller community initiatives.

Read
between
the lines  
By Pastor Ian Kirk 

Storms and Settledness
Over the Anzac Day long weekend, we 
had our annual Busselton church camp. 
Colleen and I arrived a day earlier, and we 
experienced stormy weather; thunderstorms 
and heavy rain. 

The next day, the normally quiet waters of 
Geographe Bay were still stirred up. When 
we went to Canal Rocks, we saw huge 
waves rolling in from the Indian Ocean, going 
straight over the outer rocks. But at the end 
of the camp, after rain in the morning, the 
afternoon fined up, and we were blessed 
with a magnificent sunset reflecting off the 
still waters of Geographe Bay.

Life can be like that. You can go through 
stormy times, feeling tossed about by life’s 
circumstances – like sea billows dumping 
you in the surf. At other times, you can 
enjoy peaceful times, like walking along a 
gently flowing river. But whatever situation 
we go through, we can know a settledness, 
if we would put our faith and trust in God’s 
Son Jesus Christ. 

A well-known hymn puts it like this: “When 
peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when 
sorrows like sea billows roll; whatever my 
lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is well, it is 
well with my soul.”

The man, Horatio Spafford, who wrote 
the hymn lost his son to scarlet fever, his 
business to the Great Chicago fire in 1871, 
and four daughters in a terrible shipping 
accident. But his genuine faith in Jesus got 
him through and brought a settledness to 
his soul.
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Residential
Commercial

Rural & CountryLocal Real Estate

THE Chidlow Cougars proved too strong for the Mt 
Helena Lions in their round three clash.

Chidlow’s Kaden Bonsak and Adam McKinlay both 
scored goals in quick succession.

When the ball did get into the Lion’s forward line it 
was rebounded out by Steven Scorer and the high marking 
Luke Elliott.

Bo and Zac Read battled hard in their backline pushing 
back against the continuous Cougars forward entries.

Charlie Read has assumed an on ball role this season 
and has offered much needed strength around the contests, 
by the first break Chidlow had opened a 20-point lead.

The Cougars continued to control most of the play dur-
ing the second quarter. 

Finton Kirwan cleared the ball out of a centre to the 
hard leading Kaden Bonsak.

He in turn delivered the ball to Adam McKinlay who 
converted his kick at goal. 

Chidlow was starting to pull away with winners in most 
positions extending their lead to 49 points at the main 
break.

Mt Helena needed to get more involved if they wanted 
to be competitive in the second half.

Brendan Agnew and Daniel Bulla started to pick up 
more possessions around the ground getting the ball 
forward to where Rohan Murphy marked strongly then 
scored a much needed goal for the Lions.

Chidlow had minimally extended their lead by five 
points as the two teams changed ends to commence the 
last quarter.

Mt Helena hit the ground running as Michael Hine 
found Ryan Schwagereit with a pin-point pass, he in turn 
passed the ball to Charlie Read who then delivered the 
ball to Jess Cartwright who goaled.

Suddenly the Lions were doing the things that coach 
Matt Sofoulis had been asking for.

The Lions started to show what they were capable of 
playing with more consistency.

Both teams went goal for goal for the remainder of the 
game, as both scored four goals and four behinds each.

Kaden Bonsak finished off a well-balanced game with 
his sixth goal while Adam McKinlay converted his fifth.

The round ended with a score of 17.11 (113) for Chid-
low, defeating Mt Helena’s 8.11 (59) score.

BRIAN PALLISTER

Chidlow defeat Mt Helena in HFA round threeChidlow defeat Mt Helena in HFA round three

THIS Herne Hill lifestyle property offers a blend of ru-
ral living and high-capacity workspace, set on a gen-
erous parcel of pasture with a winter creek and strong 
bore water supply.

The two-bedroom, one-bathroom cottage has been re-
cently renovated, balancing modern updates with its orig-
inal character.

Inside, the home is functional and comfortable, while 
outside, wraparound verandas provide a practical vantage 
point to take in the surrounding landscape.

The property is well suited to buyers looking for an 
equine lifestyle, with fully irrigated paddocks and a flood-
lit dressage arena already in place.

The layout allows for easy movement of horses across 
the block, while fencing and water access support ongoing 
care and maintenance.

A defining feature of the property is the approximately 
650sqm shed and workshop.

Built for scale, the structure has capacity for up to 22 
vehicles, making it suitable for collectors, trades or buyers 
needing significant storage. 

The shed is equipped with three-phase power and in-
cludes a mezzanine level, adding usable space on top of 
the already spacious open floor area.

Within the shed, a partitioned office provides a quiet-
er area for administrative work, while additional features 
such as a mechanics pit, bathroom facilities and a bar area 
help cater to work and leisure.

The wider property includes extensive hardstand park-
ing and secure gated entry, supported by CCTV for added 
peace of mind. 

A backup generator is also installed, ensuring continuity 
of power when required.

The property sits in Herne Hill within the Swan Valley, 
placing wineries, breweries and local produce outlets with-
in easy reach.

Buyers can immerse themselves in the area’s rural char-
acter and accessibility, offering a lifestyle setting without 
being disconnected from metropolitan conveniences.

The combination of established equine infrastructure, 
a renovated home and a large-scale workshop makes this 
property a practical option for buyers seeking both life-
style and utility.

This Herne Hill property presents as a ready-to-use setup 
rather than a project, appealing to those looking to move 
straight into a semi-rural environment without the extra 
work required.

Horse haven with standout shed

Address: 118 Lefroy Avenue, Herne Hill
Price: From $2.49 million

Agency: The Agency
For more information contact

Patrick Harper on 0413 440 107

The Chidlow Cougars proved too formidable for 
the Mt Helena Lions at the round three HFA clash.
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Milton Rendell – CEO 
Real Estate Plus Group

Your Settlements
ACL: 383 631

MIDLAND 9274 5000      I      COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 6146 3333

WOOROLOO EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST ALKIMOS FROM $839,000

SOMETHING SPECIAL
47 Comito Bend

•  First time offered in 20+ years 
•  Middle Swan Shopping Centre, 21 Dance Drive 
•  Buy whole complex or Lot 5 
•  5 strata units | 4 leased 
•  Established tenants incl. bottle shop, food outlets 
•  General Commercial zoning – �exible uses 

(STCA) 
•  Land: 2,649sqm | Building: 

586sqm 
•  Triple road access 
•  Immediate income stream

Mike 
0403 621 899

Leanda 
(08) 6146 3333

• Six fully leased tenancies:

Do you remember as a kid growing up how simple things were? 
For me growing up in Guildford you knew your neighbor’s as you usually 

played with the kids in your street and surrounding streets. 
As you walked around you bump into a friend or like many of us did you 

would call over to a friend’s home and knock on the door and ask if your 
friend could come out to play. I must have worn a path across the road to 
my best friend’s home they were the Di Marco’s who lived across from me 
at number 9, I lived at 8 Bertie Street. 

Quite often the night before you would make plans or go and call in to 
other friends’ homes and knock on the door and ask if they could come 
out to play. This way you met all your friends’ parents and they got to 
know you as well and trust was built. 

The thing about being a kid is then you had to use your imagination and 
much of that varied depending on who you were hanging out with on the 
day.  So when you walked the streets with your bare feet or rode your bike 
with no helmet you would see evidence of what kids had been doing for 
example could have been a hop scotch squares drawn on the footpath 

amazing what you can create with a piece of chalk and a couple of rocks. 
If you were walking along with your mate you might bump into some 

other boys suddenly because one of you had a tennis ball with you would 
�nd a wooden picket next minute you have a test match on.  

Couple of girls might stop and sit on the fence and watch or climb a 
tree for a better view. Sometimes your match may be interrupted by a car 
coming down the street as you were playing on the road, hit the ball over 
the fence was six and out and you had to fetch it because you hit over the 
grumpy neighbor’s fence. 

Any park or oval was a paradise you could create anything on kick a 
footy just run around. Time was decided by the sun many of us would 
leave home in the morning and go home when it started to get dark. 

There was plenty of trust within the neighborhood that kept an eye on 
you collectively. All day running around in the sun or rain having simple 
fun saying hi to all you saw and being shy around those you didn’t know. 

Funny time management seemed better, no rushing we knew where we 
were going and why simple fun and spending time with your mates.     

YOUR ESCAPE
720 Stanwix Place

• Cute cottage 
• Jarrah and Gum Forest
• Two dams, a freshwater stream, 

and established wetlands
• Well-appointed orchard
• Large American A-frame multi use shed
• Two additional storage sheds plus 

a wood cabin

• Multiple fenced paddocks with 
new gates for livestock

• Private hills getaway
• More details soon

Milton 
(08) 9274 5000

Midland
9274 5000

• 351 sqm
• Three bedrooms (including two 

oversized rooms designed for 
enhanced mobility)

• Three ensuite bathrooms, with 
accessibility considerations

• Modern kitchen with island bench
• Open-plan dining and family area

• Covered alfresco entertaining
• Double garage
• Easy-care outdoor areas
• Move-in ready

Milton 
(08) 9274 5000

Midland
9274 5000

STRATA TITLED BOTTLE SHOP WITHIN 
SHOPPING COMPLEX - 346SQM

5/21 Dance Drive 

MIDDLE SWAN EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

•  First time offered in 20+ years – rare investment
•  Middle Swan Shopping Centre, 21 Dance Drive 
•  Option to buy entire complex or Lot 3 
•  5 strata units | �exible investment 
•  High-growth location with strong tenant mix 
•  4 of 5 tenancies leased 
•  Tenants include bottle shop & 

general store, food outlets 
•  General Commercial zoning – 

wide range of uses (STCA) 
•  Land 2,649sqm, Building 586sqm

STRATA TITLED PIZZA SHOP WITHIN 
SHOPPING COMPLEX - 60SQM

3/21 Dance Drive 

Mike 
0403 621 899

Leanda 
(08) 6146 3333

MIDDLE SWAN FROM $380,000
(GOING CONCERN)

• 1st time offered in 20+ years – rare invest. opp.
• Middle Swan Shopping Centre (City of Swan) 
• Buy 1 strata lot or secure entire complex (5 units) 
• 4 tenancies leased + 1 vacant (value-add opp.) 
• Strong tenant mix incl. bottle shop, general store 

& food outlets 
• General Commercial zoning – �exible uses & 

development potential (STCA) 
• Land: 2,648sqm | Building: 

586sqm | Access from 3 roads 
• Est. income ~$180,000 p.a. | 

Outgoings ~$34,000 (tenant paid)

Mike 
0403 621 899

Leanda 
(08) 6146 3333

ENTIRE SHOPPING CENTRE - 
ALREADY STRATA TITLED

21 Dance Drive 

MIDDLE SWAN  FROM $1,600,000
(GOING CONCERN)
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Patrick Harper 0413 440 107
patrickh@theagency.com.au

Scan the QR Code
for more.

Inspection Times
Please contact Patrick Harper to arrange an 
appointment.

For Sale
Price: Mid to High $3 millions

31 Killara Place, 
Gooseberry Hill

• Beautiful and stunning 3 acre equine lifestyle property
• Exquisite 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom country residence
• Magnificent indoor/outdoor entertaining room with views
• Lush manicured gardens and lawned area with below ground pool
• 3 walk-in, walk-out barn style stables with loft, feed and tack room
• Generous sized round-yard and river sand dressage area
• Mains water to property and 3 phase power to stable complex

3 acres235

Supreme Equine Lovers or Lifestyle Property

1300 AGENCY
theagency.com.au
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Patrick Harper 0413 440 107
patrickh@theagency.com.au

Scan the QR Code
for more.

Inspection Times
Open Sunday. Please contact Patrick 
Harper for time.

For Sale
Inviting offers from $1.89 mill

21 Dryandra Cresent, 
Darlington

• Individual 3 bedroom 2 bathroom bespoke residence
• Designed by renowned Perth Architect Lynthorne Matthews
• Completely renovated with class from top to bottom
• Huge stunning remodelled kitchen that will delight any cook
• Romantic master bedroom with central stone fireplace
• Gorgeous lounge room exiting through to outdoor entertaining
• Stunning refurbished main bathroom with feature picture window

2,023m2323

Designed to Elevate Your Senses - Gorgeous Treetop Retreat

1300 AGENCY
theagency.com.au
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Patrick Harper 0413 440 107
patrickh@theagency.com.au

Scan the QR Code
for more.

Inspection Times
Open Sunday. Please contact Patrick 
Harper for time.

For Sale
Offers in $2 millions

455 Coolgardie Street,
Mundaring

• Stunning rammed earth dual accommodation residence
• 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom plus office/library in main home
• Plus large apartment style guest wing or granny flat
• Beautiful Blackbutt and Jarrah timber floors through main areas
• Separate fully equipped theatre room
• Large bespoke European style under ground cellar and entertaining
• English and Mediterranean style gardens and chicken coop

2,077m2635

Striking Rammed Earth Residence with Impressive Apartment/Granny Flat

1300 AGENCY
theagency.com.au
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Patrick Harper 0413 440 107
patrickh@theagency.com.au

Scan the QR Code
for more.

Inspection Times
Open Sunday. Please contact Patrick 
Harper for time

For Sale
Offers Over $2 million

16 Buttercup Road, 
Parkerville

• 6 bedroom 4 bathroom (2 ensuite) exquisite multi-generational residence
• Cleverly created by Grandesign WA & masterly crafted by Castle Projects
• Separate large home office or even a 7th bedroom if required
• Split into two 3 bedroom 2 bathroom living/kitchen/bedroom wings
• Each wing has their own lockup 2 car garage with internal access
• Fully ducted commercial reverse cycle air-conditioning throughout
• Feature wood grain tiled floors throughout living & bathroom areas

2,026m2446

Multi-Generational Living Experience – Two Homes In One

1300 AGENCY
theagency.com.au
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NDIS Registered Provider

Sleep well. Live well. Great life.
Mobility in Style

Our Lift Chair Recliners provide 
an ultimate performance in 
style, designed to be functional 
and fashionable and part of 
your home decor.
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The Pathrider 140XL
Scooter
Powerful, precise, & stylish. 
Key Features:
• Full suspension
• Hydraulic brakes
• LED Lights
• Available in Red, Yellow 

& Silver

Walkers

20% 
OFF
Selected 
Walkers

20% OFF
Selected 

Mattresses and Bases

Key Features:
• 2 motors 
• Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumber Support and 

Headrest
• 2 year Electrical Warranty

NOW from

$1099

Adjustable Base with/without Massage
Including Choice of WA Made Genuine Orthopaedic Mattress

• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• HiLo@Trendelenburg functions
• One Touch Flat Button & a Torch
• Wireless Remote Control

• Massage with 3 di�erent Modes 
  and a Timer
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10 Year Warranty + 
   2 year Electrical Warranty 

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT TRIAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest Free and 

Lay-by options 
available.

T&C’s Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm

NEW LOCATION
321 Great Eastern Hwy, Midvale 

Opposite Clark Rubber.

n

https://barkersbeddingandmobility.com.au/
Perth’s most trusted brand 

for more than 50 years

$5999

“Personal service, 
professional advice, 
at the right price!” “Locals 

Supporting 

Locals"

Key Features:

Lift Chairs


