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Volunteer of
the year Ken
Stranger

The Macri family fruit business IS fighting for survival after a two-year planning
battle with the Gity of Swan has left their fruit shed facing permanent closure. p3

FORRESTFIELD

We sell boxes and packaging

253 Berkshire Road, Forrestfield
info@forrestfieldstorage.com.au
www.forrestfieldselfstorage.com.au

ECHO160922L

Kalamunda Funeral Company
JUST give us a call. No Fuss, No Frills.

17 Canning Rd, Kalamunda 1800 65 35 95

PERTH HILLS
NEWEST SOIL
CENTRE

ePick-up or delivery options available e«Competitive prices
*Wholesale prices on selected products
oStill Perth Hills preferred Tree Service company

Call us now 9250 6599

Opening Hours
8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday

Lot 10 Talbot Road Hazelmere
(ENTRY OFF MIDLAND ROAD)

office@treeaesthetics.com.au www.treeaesthetics.com.au




ECHO...

SUBSCRIBE NOW

SINCE 1985

Go to our website

www.echonewspaper.com.au
and click on the Subscription link
in the top right hand corner

and get your FREE ECHO NEW
DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX every week
Or pick up your
Echo Newspaper from:

AVELEY:
Aveley Newsagenc
Cnr X/Iillhouseng 8?1
Egerton Dr
AveIeXAShopping Centre
Cnr Millhouse Rd &
Egerton Dr
BASSENDEAN:
Bassendean Library
46 Old Perth Rd
Bassendean Shopping
Village
Cnr West & Old Perth Rd
BEECHBORO:
Beechboro Library
332 Benara Rd
BOYA:
Boya Community Centre
Clayton Rd & Scott St
BULLSBROOK:
Kingsford Village S/Centre
Woolworths
Spitfire St & Wylde Blvd
CHIDLOW:
Chidlow Growers Market
570 Rosedale Rd
Chidlow Postal & Home
Centre
Thomas St
DARLINGTON:
Darlington Liquor
4 Montrose Ave
EDEN HILL:
Eden Hill News & LPO
S3/85 Walter Rd
ELLENBROOK:
Dome
36 Main Street
Ellenbrook Central
204 Pinaster Rd
(cnr The Promenade)
Woodlake Village IGA
Sunray Circle
FORRESTFIELD:
Edinburgh Road S/Centre
Edinburgh Rd
Forrestfield Forum
20 Strelitzia Ave
Walridge Country Estate
Berkshire Rd
GIDGEGANNUP:
Gidgegannup News
Toodyay Rd
GLEN FORREST:
Glen Forrest Post Office
Railway Pde
IGA Glen Forrest
Hardey Rd
HELENA VALLEY:
Helena Valley Lifestyle
Village
2340 Helena Valley Rd
IGA Helena Valley
Torquata Blvde
HERNE HILL:
Herne Hill Village Lottery
Centre
777 Gt Northern Hwy
Swan Settlers Market
124 Lennard St
HIGH WYCOMBE:
High Wycombe Village
Shopping
Kalamunda Rd
Newburn Newsagency
47 Newburn Rd
The Village Supa IGA
120 Wittenoom St
KALAMUNDA:
City of Kalamunda
Railway Rd
Crabbs IGA
12 Canning Road
Kalamunda Centro
S/Centre
39 Railway Rd
Kalamunda Library
7 Williams St
Kalamunda Newsagency
Haynes St
Nightingales Pharmacy
123 Canning Rd
Jack Healey Centre
21 Mead St
KOONGAMIA:
Koongamia Store
5/21 Jinda Rd
LESMURDIE:
IGA Lesmurdie
241 Lesmurdie Rd
Sanderson Road S/Centre
Sanderson Rd

MAHOGANY CREEK:
Begonia Pets
5895 Great Eastern Hwy
MAIDA VALE:
Hill View Public Golf
Course
350 Kalamunda Rd
Maida Vale IGA
Unit 2/31 Maida Vale Rd
MIDLAND:
Baptistcare
1A North St
Centrepoint S/Centre
307 Great Eastern Hwy
City of Swan Admin. Office
Morrison Rd
Crooked Spire
71 Victoria Street
Echo News Office
4/9 The Avenue
Greg’s Discount Drug
Store
243 Great Eastern Hwy
IGA Supermarket
295 Great Eastern Hwy
Midland Library
45 Helena Street
Midland Gate S/Cente
Food Hall Entry
Real Estate Plus
Shop 2/5 Junction Parade
Swan Valley Fresh Markets
gnr Morrison Rd & Keane
t
Tania Lawrence Office
2/257 Gt Eastern Hwy
The Ritz Cafe
16/27 Old Great Northern
Hwy
MT HELENA:
IGA Mt Helena
McVicar Pl
MUNDARING:
Brookwood Realty
2/1 Mundaring Weir Rd
Coles Supermarket
Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Fresh
7110 Great Eastern Hwy
Hills Seafood
4 Wandeara Cres
Mundaring Newsagency
7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Village
Shopping Centre
7295 Great Eastern Hwy
Mundaring Visitors Centre
7225 Great Eastern Hwy
Shire of Mundaring
7000 Great Eastern Hwy
PARKERVILLE:
Parkerville General Store
2170 Seaborne St
SAWYERS VALLEY:
Atlas Fuel
10895 Great Eastern Hwy
Caltex Service Station
96 Great Eastern Hwy
SOUTH GUILDFORD:
IGA Waterhall
9 Waterhall Rd
STONEVILLE:
Stoneville Fresh Food
Market
5345 Richardson Rd
STRATTON:
Stratton Park S/Centre
O’Connor Rd
SWAN VIEW:
IGA Swan View
139 Morrison Rd
Swan View S/Centre
Marlborough Rd
THE LAKES
The Lakes Roadhouse
Great Eastern Highway
UPPER SWAN:
Vibe Roadhouse
1447 Great Northern Hwy
WOOROLOO:
Wooroloo Liquor
& General Store
3775 Government Rd
YORK:
York Co-op
Avon Terrace
Castle Hotel
Avon Terrace
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Camellia Chinese Restaurant is closing
their doors for the final time this week
after decades of service in the hills.

A HIGH Wycombe institution is set to close
its doors after 35 years of serving the com-
munity, marking the end of an era for one of
the suburb’s longest-running eateries.

Camellia Chinese Restaurant, located along
Kalamunda Road, has been a familiar fixture
for generations of diners and takeaway regu-
lars, with its closure bringing an end to its con-
tinuous service since 1991.

The restaurant has built a reputation over
decades for its consistent, affordable Chinese
cuisine and friendly service, becoming a staple
for families, workers and long-time residents
in and around High Wycombe.

Long-time patron Michael Mavrick, who
has been visiting the restaurant for close to 30
years, said what made Camellia special was
how little it had changed.

“Nothing has changed and that’s the thing
about it,” he said.

“The furnishings, the chairs, the paintings
on the wall — nothing.”

He said the restaurant’s décor was iconic,
with mirrored wall tiles that reflected the room
into infinity which was a detail that has stayed
with him across decades of visits.

The menu has proven equally timeless for
patrons.

Mr Mavrick said his family kept coming back
for the combination chow mein, the satay, the
barbecue duck and the Peking-style pork chops
which were dishes he said the community
would sorely miss.

Many patrons have praised the restaurant for
its enduring quality and often reflected with a
sense of nostalgia.

Some noted that they had returned after many
years to find the same familiar flavours and ser-
vice still intact.

The chef Stephen Chan is known to his cus-
tomers as the singing chef after taking singing
lessons and practicing whilst cooking.

Diners could often hear him singing while
cooking and he would serenade the guests at
the dining table towards the end of an evening.

On special occasions, diners would ask him
to sing at their table, and he was happy to
oblige, performing the songs he had learned at
his lessons rather than the standard happy birth-
day fare.

Mr Chan is understood to be retiring, with the
closure bringing an end to a remarkable three
and a half decades of service to the High Wy-
combe community.

Date of closure: as from 20" April

Deay Customers, L wish to &Evfse

that afier operating a successfil

t‘business in High Wycombe for 35
]
wears, it is time to embrace

wretirement. I would like to thank

wou for your patronage and support|

over the lengthy period of time,

.%p!ease continue your support to this
up coming exciting new vibrant
lms"fauram venue.

Best Wishes and THANK YOU.
Love fiom
IStephen Chan

Singing High Wycombe Chinese
chef retires after 35 years
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Community continues Swan plannlng rewew push

GUANHAO CHENG

A MONTH on from the March council
resolution to support an independent
review of their planners’ application of
state planning framework, residents are
calling for faster action.

At the April 8 council meeting, The Vines
resident and former Labor minister Gavan
Troy said multiple community organisa-
tions across the City of Swan were con-
cerned with a lack of action on the planning
review by council administration.

He said the worries concerned several
steps that needed to happen before the re-
view could even begin, meaning every day
of delay ate into time needed to finish it by
September.

“One, the establishment of a council com-
mittee, two, the determination of the terms
of reference by that committee,” he said.

Mr Troy said he didn’t believe the sec-
ond step was an appropriate role for City
of Swan staff as the review concerned their
performance and could pose a conflict of
interest.

“Three, public advertisement of the task,
four, interview and selection of the external
party, (and) five, briefing of the selected ex-
ternal party,” he said.

“Thus, every delay in undertaking the
foregoing steps is a significant intrusion on
the actual time available to conduct the re-
view.

“One can understand the reluctance of
staff to willingly participate in a review of
their own performance by an external par-
ty, particularly with the terms of reference
issue.

“We therefore offer a draft listing of the
terms of reference developed within our
group that establishes the minimal require-
ments expected of such a review.”

Mr Troy outlined five expectations from
the community groups.

He said the groups expected the review to
check whether the City of Swan’s planning
department has been following the state’s
planning rules properly especially for the
inland northeast area around Swan, which
he says has different needs to the coastal
suburbs closer to the city.

This comes after months of new reports
from long-time residents of extensive and
severe flooding across properties in Swan
that previously did not have the issue.

Swan Valley flooding issues need govt in-
tervention says Spagnolo (Echo News, April
3) reported Guildford-based MLC Anthony
Spagnolo wrote to the premier calling for
state action on the ongoing flooding issues
affecting Swan Valley landowners.

Swan Communities Environmental Al-
liance vice chair Jan Zeck had toured the
Dayton area and surrounds with Echo News
to show the extent of persistent flooding
back in October, 2025.

Ms Zeck said the Swan Valley’s predic-
ament was a result of not considering the
type of soil developers were building on top
of and the lack of a unified masterplan for
how the drainage would work.

The sandy clay soil type meant water
could not seep deep enough to allow in-
filtration to direct water away effectively,
leading to raised water tables and persistent
flooding.

Infiltration not a feasible strategy: SCEA
vice chair (Echo News, October 31, 2025)
reported the unmanaged flooding issues
would incur costs down the line for ratepay-
ers as it would damage infrastructure.

Reports from The Vines also recorded
residents unhappy with how housing re-
quirements were overruling “sound plan-
ning” as reported in Calls for review of the
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Development in Dayton where high groundwater submerges an NBN box.

City of Swan's planning department (Echo
News, February 6).

“The prime requirement of this review
is to undertake an independent examina-
tion and assessment of the City of Swan’s
planning process, procedures, report prepa-
rations, and delegations of authority within
the planning framework of the state,” Mr
Troy said.

“The review must give appropriate at-
tention to the written word and intent of
the state’s planning framework and not be
deterred by the interpretations of state-ap-
pointed personnel serving the state planning
agencies.

“The review will... consider the distinct

inland aspect of the northeast metropolitan
area.

“The review will provide advice on pos-
sible additional considerations that should
lead to improved planning outcomes.

“The review and subsequent report will
consider the performance of the City of
Swan’s planning department from January
1, 2020 up to one month prior to the com-
pletion date of the review report.

“(We expect) to have the review adequate-
ly addressed by September and provide time
for full council consideration in December.”

City of Swan Mayor Tanya Richard-
son thanked Mr Troy for his statement to
council.

Gidge Iamllv trult husmess tlgllts tor survwal

The Macri family has been running the
fruit shed business for over two years.

ATCO \ustralia”

Public Notice
Replacement Works

Natural gas pipes in the Ashfield and Bassendean
area are nearing the end of their life. As part of our
proactive Replacement Program, ATCO Australia
will be upgrading the natural gas distribution
network in this area. This work will ensure the

BRAYDEN MOULD

A GIDGEGANNUP family is fighting for sur-
vival after a two-year planning battle with the
City of Swan has left Macri’s Fruit Shed facing
permanent closure.

Macri’s Fruit Shed owner John Macri purchased
the property nearly three decades ago to fulfill a
dream of owning an orchard, with the venture over
time growing into the popular family shop.

The small business provides its own fresh produce
alongside goods sourced from other farmers to the
Gidgegannup community.

Macri’s Fruit Shed faced a critical impasse when
they were informed that selling produce from outside
sources was prohibited under current land use laws.

Under the Western Australian planning frame-
work, rural properties are restricted to selling only
what is grown directly on-site.

Daughter of John Macri, Tahlia Macri, said the
family had spent 18 months and tens of thousands
of dollars on specialist reports to apply for a tourism
facility land use exception.

“We spent thousands and thousands of dollars
developing plans at the request of the city, bushfire
management plans, parking plans...,” she said.

“A few days before we were to submit our appli-
cation documents, our planner rang us up and let us
know the city had made an amendment to their doc-
ument, voiding the tourism exception, saying it no
longer exists, and we couldn’t apply for it anymore.

“Our bill for the reports is $30,000 and we’re not
even going to end up with a shop... we’ve been set
up to fail from the beginning.”

The Gidgegannup community has rallied behind

the family business, with a community led petition
urging the city to help Macri’s Fruit Shed find a via-
ble path to stay open.

The petition has gathered more than 2120 signa-
tures as of April 14.

Mrs Macri said the alternative pathway proposed
by the city - rezoning the five-acre property from ru-
ral to retail commercial category - is a financial bur-
den the family simply cannot carry.

“They said we had to apply for a rezoning to be-
come a shop, which would cost over $100,000. Plus,
the property - which is our family home - would be
required to pay commercial rates,” she said.

“We’re just a tiny, community shop, there is noth-
ing in that which could be viable for us. We don’t
want a free handout; we just want to be taken seri-
ously.”

City of Swan chief executive officer Stephen Cain
said the city is seeking to support Macri’s Fruit Shed
to remain open, while ensuring compliance with the
state planning framework.

“The state government gazetted Local Planning
Scheme Amendment 231 on December 16, 2025,
which removed the tourist facilities land use catego-
ry and introduced new definitions,” he said.

“These changes have altered how integrated rural
tourism activities can be assessed and the city will
work with Macri’s Fruit Shed to explore available
pathways within the updated scheme.”

“The city remains committed to assisting local
business to navigate regulatory changes, with the
aim of supporting their continued operation and con-
tribution to the local community and economy.”

Residents can sign the petition at www.change.
org/p/save-macri-s-fruit-shed-support-local

continued security and reliability of these services
for decades to come. For more information please
visit our website or scan the QR code.

There is no charge for this service and there is no requirement for
you to be present when the work is undertaken.

For safety purposes, your gas supply may need to be temporarily
turned off for short periods between the hours of 8am-4pm while
network upgrades are in progress.

Traffic management will be in place in order for this work to be
completed safely. There will be temporary lane and road closures
around this area during these works, local detours will be in place.
Please observe signage on site.

Every effort will be made to minimise disruption and to permanently
reinstate affected areas to their previous condition as soon as
possible, within 15 working days of completion of works.

We appreciate the community’s understanding while these essential
works are undertaken and apologise for any inconvenience.

ATCO Australia builds, owns and maintains the network of
underground pipe infrastructure near your home, which makes it
possible for you to connect to natural gas.

Please direct construction enquiries to 13 13 56 (weekdays 7am-6pm)

or email enquiries@atco.com

For more information search for ‘replacement projects’ at

www.atco.com.au
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PEK CARE INTERNATIONAL MIDLAND

08 6285 9938
2/245 Great Eastern
Hwy Midiand

(Opposite Midland Gate Shopping Centre)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSED ANIMALS, NUISANCE AND
PUBLIC HEALTH LOCAL LAW 2026

The City of Swan proposes to make the City of Swan Animals,
Nuisance and Public Health Local Law 2026 in accordance
with section 3.12 of the Local Government Act 1995.

The purpose of this Local Law is to provide for the regulation,
control and management of animals, nuisances and public
health as part of the local government’s function to provide
the good government of persons within its district and to
enhance the quality of life of its citizens.

The effect of this Local Law is to establish where appropriate
standards and requirements regarding the matters referred to
here, and to provide enforcement powers and review rights.

You can view a copy of the proposed local law at the City’s
Administration Centre, 2 Midland Square, Midland or any of
the City’s libraries.

To have your say on the proposed local law, send a
submission to the CEO by Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

By providing your submission, you acknowledge that the

City of Swan will publish your suburb and submission in the
Schedule of Submissions within the publicly available agenda
and minutes for the July 8, 2026, Ordinary Council Meeting. The
City of Swan will provide you with updates on the progress of
the proposed local law and its adoption via email.

Submissions should include your name, address and the
reference Proposed Animals, Nuisance and Public Health Local
Law 2026. Submissions can be made online at
swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au. If you require an alternative
submission format, please contact the City on (08) 9267 9267.

For queries, please contact the City on the number above or

email swan@swan.wa.gov.au.

Cityof
Swan

NEA0D "R UBMS MMM

Stephen Cain

Chief Executive Officer
City of Swan

PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

Problems with
drugs or alcohol

Help | available.

edliment work '
sl

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DRUGS
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BUT...BUT WERE
JUST A FAMILY THATS g
RUNNING A LOCAL [T[]ThN
FRUTSHED!

YEMACRIS FRUIT SHED ]
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A GIDGEGANNUP FAMILY AFTER A TWO YEAR PLANNING BATTLE WITH THE CITY OF
SWAN HAS LEFT THEIR FRUIT SHED FACING CLOSURE, THE SMALL FRUIT SHOP
PROVIDES FRESH PRODUCE TO THE GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY.

ﬁvoun THOUGHTS

Have your say:

editorial@echo-news.com

Long walk
to Midland
Station

Dear Echo News,
Having made the
nine-minute walk from
the car park to Midland
station for the first time
I wonder how my wife
who has recently had a
joint replacement and
all those like her are
going to cope?

There is one disabled
bay outside the station
but because of the high
curb you need a 4WD
to access it.

Where are the bays
like the old station
had for parents to pick
up their kids coming
home in the dark?

The new bus port
is just environmental
vandalism.

Gone are our 60
to 100-year-old trees
which provided shade
on our old walk to the
station.

What happened to
the 30 per cent tree
cover we were sup-
posed to have which
can reduce tempera-
tures by 5 degrees in
summer?

And still there is no
EV charging in an oil
crisis.

$417 million
growing?

Let’s hope it’s not
too late for our local
politicians to get some
action.

Dr C Hughes

Midland

and

Democracy
dead in
planning

Dear Echo News,
The state government
is to be condemned for
excluding local elected
representation in plan-
ning decisions, now
largely determined by
Development Assess-
ment Panels (DAP).
Even the limited lo-
cal government con-
tribution has been re-
moved from elected

members and placed
solely in the hands of
the CEO’s delegate.

Not only is the state
government obsessed
with fast tracking de-
velopment at any cost,
it has in the process
scooped up the natural
ground of the Liberals
and silenced opposi-
tion.

And when a con-
cerned community
wants to be heard?

Take a day off work,
head into town, and be
a granted two minutes
to express your views,
irrespective  of  the
complexity or scale of
the proposal.

It’s dismissive, de-
meaning and disgrace-
ful.

The developer/appli-
cant on the other hand
are not timed or con-
strained at DAP.

I believe that the
CEQ’s delegate has no
accountability to com-
munity - so evident in
the recent DAP trans-
port storage approved
in Stirling Crescent
Hazelmere.

The City of Swan
has a policy requiring
10 per cent of the de-
velopment site to be
landscaped, and on the
Eric Street frontage, a
policy requirement of
6m of landscaped set-
back as a visual buffer.

But the CEO’s del-
egate granted conces-
sions to the developer
and halved both those
requirements.

Longstanding  res-
idents of Eric Street,
who for forty years
have looked over pow-
erlines, pasture and
wild geese will now be
confronted with hec-
tares of bitumen, hun-
dreds of vehicles glint-
ing in the sun and not a
tree in sight.

Giving up more than
2300sq metres of po-
tential landscaping to
facilitate another 100
vehicles on site.

Hard to believe a
city staffer would be
so indifferent to the
well-being of resi-
dents.

Whose interests
are they employed to
serve?

And noteworthy, the
applicant only required
two parking bays for
staff so no great offset
in local employment
opportunities then!

And now this com-
munity confronts an-
other planning disaster
of a data centre on the
banks of the Mandoon
Bilya (Helena River)
and next to a school.

Big thanks to the
Echo News for giving
us a voice, because the
state government is
certainly not.

But be assured we
won’t give up.
Christine Hughes
Woodbridge

Wattle
fuel fire
concerns

Dear Echo News,
Even in a fuel crisis,
most of us would not
tolerate an ever-grow-
ing row of fuel tanks
under powerlines on
the road verge outside
our house?

Yet many road verges
in the Shire of Munda-
ring have equally vol-
atile/flammable intro-
duced Flinders Range
wattles (FRW), and
under powerlines, pro-
viding an ever-growing
vector for an explosive
landscape fire.

In Riley Road for
example, a tree service
coppicing dense stands
of FRW’s under power
lines in response to my
frustrated; “Cut ‘em to
the ground and glypho-
sate ‘em” was “We’re
not allowed to do that!”

How dangerous to
leave FRW’s, and so
wasteful of scarce re-
sources, with houses
less than 20m away up
a steep slope behind?

Having raised the
issue at the past two
Shire of Mundaring
annual electors’ meet-
ings we are yet to hear
if the shire, Western

Thought for the day

“I never learned anything when I was talking.”

- Larry King

Power and adjoining
landowners have be-
gun to work together
to reduce FRWs (fuel
tanks) on road verges
across the shire.

J&R Greenwood

The Echo reserves the
right to edit letters for
length, legal reasons or
clarity. The opinions ex-
pressed do not necessarily
reflect those of the Echo.
All letters must contain
the author’s full name, ad-

Stoneville

dress and phone number
for verification purposes.

From the net...

Echo News social media
comments

In response to Iconic Guildford

Hotel changes hand:

Did you know AVC have not a single drop of
Swan Valley Wines on their Wine list?

The Swan Valley wine region is on the door
step of Guildford, our visitor centre is located in
Guildford and is effectively the start of the trail
into the Swan Valley. It would be nice for locals
to see that the venue cares about the area they
do business in by stocking the local wines in the
area. 27 out of 41 of their wines on their website
wine list are from over east or another country,
and of these 0 are from the Swan Valley.

If the new owners could have a word to them
about this, that would be most appreciated.
And if you personally visit the Guildford Hotel,
make sure to #letthemknow!

Swan Valley Tourism Alliance

In response to Bullsbrook get

scheme water after PFAS saga:

Is the only reason this is happening because of
the new residential developments that the gov-
ernment want to build in Bullsbrook now? Ex-
isting residents and farmers have been ignored
for years. What about their health surveillance?
You can put in clean water but the PFAS con-
tamination remains.

J Bremmer

In response to EPA approves

Malaga to Pinjar power line:

We really need to ensure proper environmental
assessments, monitoring and reporting with im-
mediate consequences takes place as Western
Power now uses expansion of renewables to
disseminate the native bushlands. Our EPA is a
toothless tiger paper flapping as it holds hands
in this government. DBCA, which is underfund-
ed and under resourced, Water Corporation and
Metronet have evidenced based history of their
disregard for trees. Hazelmere, Stirling Crescent
was one minute a black cockatoo and phascog-
ale habitat and crushed mulch the next. What
else would locals expect? All done on computer
minus true local coordinated knowledge. Not
even a site visit. “Tick, flick, not our problem”.
L Deering
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Evidence of the damage at Grapes on Swan after a pick-your-own event that was cut short. Picture: Facebook

FOLLOWING damages to stock during the Easter
weekend, leading to 400kg of pomegranate destroyed,
the community have rallied around Grapes on Swan
in support.

Grapes on Swan owner Dennis Kljuce told ABC News’
Geraldine Mellet that the pick-your-own event had to be
cut short due to the amount of fruit damage suffered.

The business sold fruit other than the grapes which the
business was named after and Mr Kljuce said families
were picking unripe fruit and discarding it in the vine-
yard, or allowing their children to go unsupervised on
premises.

“By the end of the day, I had a look around and couldn’t
believe that 300kg to 400kg were wasted,” he said on the
program.

“I did catch some adults, also kids, but mainly kids not
being policed by parents so they were letting them run
wild... and they’re picking fruit that is not ripe

“I don’t know what’s happened to be honest and we get
it even with our grapes.”

Mr Kljuce said he’d been running pick-your-own
events for about eight years and that the sultanas were
also devastated earlier in the year.

“We don’t mind people sampling fruit, you’ve got to

taste it,” he said.

“But people think because we’re not a supermarket,
they can do whatever they want basically.

“The property is 12 acres and the rows are 250m long,
you could never (install) CCTV.

“At the end of the day, this is our livelihoods and this
is what we do for a living.

“Just respect the property and we only get one chance a
year between the birds, the diseases and the rain, and let
alone now with the crisis of diesel.”

Grapes on Swan also took to Facebook to share the
news that due to the damages, the rest of the crops were
to be sold pre-picked.

“Moving forward, these will be pre-picked by us and
available to purchase at our tent,” they said.

“We had a large percentage of our crop destroyed by
people picking pomegranates and then throwing them on
the floor.

“We also had people sitting and consuming these be-
hind our large trees, where they thought they couldn’t
be seen.

“Additionally, we had people picking mandarins and
limes which weren’t even ready yet and throwing them
on the ground.

“Due to this and the extreme loss, both financially and
the clean-up we’ve now been left with, pick-your-own
pomegranates will not be happening again.”

A day after the message went live on social media,
Grapes on Swan provided an update.

“Thank you to the overwhelming support received by
our beautiful community since yesterday’s post,” they
said.

“We have now sold out of what was left of our pome-
granates, so we will be closed for the remainder of the
Easter long weekend.”

Grapes on Swan has been operating as a family-run
vineyard in Henley Brook for more than 30 years.

The community were quick to call out the behaviour
and share their sympathy with the family business.

“How terribly sad that people should abuse your trust
so blatantly,” one commentor said.

“I would have thought to pick your own fruit would be
a privilege, not a right.

“So disappointing when a few ruins something for oth-
ers,” another said.

Mr Kljuce said the destroyed stock was a loss and the
pomegranates and fruit in the pictures shared to social
media were used as feed for livestock and chickens.

“Personal service,
professional advice,
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Your monthly guide to pests, weeds and diseases
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Pretty but problematic —
Spring bulbs

¥ /=

Chincherinchee invading bushland, Arum lily with its distinctive flowers and the
highly invasive pink gladiolus.

Choosing spring colour wisely

Autumn is the time to choose and plant our spring bulbs,
and gardeners have never had more choice! Local
nurseries, garden centres, weekend markets, online
retailers, and those irresistible full-colour catalogues. But
before you fill your trolley, there are a few things worth
knowing. Some popular bulbs are surprisingly toxic to
people and animals; others have escaped gardens entirely
and are now serious environmental weeds. When it comes
to bulbs a little knowledge goes a long way.

Invasive bulbs

Around two-thirds of weeds in Australia were deliberately
introduced as garden plants or fodder crops. The south-
west of WA has a Mediterranean-type climate, which
means plants from South Africa and other Mediterranean
regions grow exceptionally well here, sometimes too well!

Several common bulbs can escape from gardens and
invade bushland, outcompeting native plants. Plants to be
cautious about include Freesia, Watsonia, Sparaxis and
some Gladiolus, particularly older varieties.

Toxic bulbs

Cape tulips (Moraea spp.) were introduced in the 1800s;
they are now widespread, established weeds. It’s their toxic
glycosides that are responsible for livestock poisoning.

Chincherinchee (Ornithogalum thyrsoides) is toxic to
livestock and dogs; it's known to cause gastrointestinal
illness and blindness in cattle. Found at a few locations in
the south-west of WA, it's one to avoid.

Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) is beautiful but
extremely invasive, and toxic to all livestock, pets and
humans. It has colonised thousands of hectares in south-
west WA

Tips for safe plantings
* Choose non-invasive, non-toxic species where possible.

 Store bulbs safely, away from children and pets, and
label anything in the fridge.

* Never dump garden waste in bushland or farmland —
a single discarded bulb can establish a new weed
population.

/\ If you suspect poisoning
People

Call the Poisons Information Centre
immediately on 13 11 26 (24 hours, 7 days)

Livestock or pets
Contact your vet without delay

Report your observations
MyPestGuide® Reporter via app or

online mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

Pest and Disease Information Service
(08) 9368 3080 | padis@dpird.wa.gov.au
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Canning Road is among theiroute-s’brbposed for upgrades as part of a $5 million funding
submission by the City of Kalamunda. Picture: Supplied

Kalamunda seeking $5m
for major road upgrades

DANIEL HOLMES

THE City of Kalamunda is seeking more than $5
million in external funding to deliver two major
road upgrades aimed at improving safety and
traffic flow across key routes.

Council is applying through the Metropolitan Re-
gional Roads Group (MRRG) for works on Canning
Road and the Welshpool Road East-Lewis Road in-
tersection, with construction funding targeted for
the 2027/2028 financial year.

Mayor Margaret Thomas said the projects were
part of the city’s long-term transport planning and
designed to address ongoing issues on heavily used
roads.

“These projects are strongly aligned with our
long-term transport planning and are focused on
improving safety, easing congestion and supporting
the efficient movement of people and goods,” she
said.

Design and service relocation planning for both
projects is already underway, with construction to
be delivered in stages if funding is approved.

The city said staging the works would help min-
imise disruption to residents and road users, with
advance notice to be provided ahead of any con-
struction.

The upgrades are expected to improve road con-
ditions, increase traffic capacity, and enhance over-
all network efficiency, particularly on routes that
carry significant traffic volumes.

Both Canning Road and the Welshpool Road
East-Lewis Road intersection have been identified
as key regional connections, with the proposed
works aiming to address long-standing safety con-
cerns and improve reliability for commuters.

The MRRG program provides funding support for
projects that improve road safety and performance,
with local governments required to seek council en-
dorsement before submitting applications.

If successful, the city would receive funding for
up to two-thirds of the total project costs, with the
remaining amount to be covered by council.

Council will consider endorsing the funding ap-
plication as part of its upcoming decision-making
process.

Kalamunda developement raises

concerns over tree manageme_nt

DANIEL HOLMES

CONCERNS about transparency around tree
management at a Kalamunda development site
were raised during public question time at a re-
cent City of Kalamunda meeting.

A resident asked how tree removal and replace-
ment were being managed, and what information
was being provided to the community about those
decisions.

In response, the city said tree management at de-
velopment sites is generally the responsibility of the
developer and is managed through subdivision ap-
proval conditions.

The city said replanting requirements are typical-
ly included as part of those approvals, with planting
carried out at different stages of the development
process.

It also noted that tree establishment can take time,
depending on species selection and site conditions.

The exchange highlighted questions around how
the process is communicated to residents, particular-
ly in areas where development involves the removal
of existing vegetation.

Residents raised concerns about transparen-
cy around tree management at a Kalamunda
development site during public question time.
Picture: Supplied

The development forms part of ongoing subdivi-
sion activity in the Kalamunda area, where clearing
can occur as land is prepared for new housing.

Verge trees are commonly addressed through
planning conditions, with developers required to
meet council requirements before final approvals are
granted.

The City of Kalamunda has been contacted for fur-

Future of Kalamunda Water Park

DANIEL HOLMES

THE City of Kalamunda is reviewing the future
of its water park as part of a broader asset man-
agement plan aimed at guiding upgrades and
long-term maintenance of council facilities.

The plan will help determine how the facility is
managed into the future, including identifying main-
tenance priorities, potential upgrades, and long-term
funding requirements.

Asset management plans are used by local govern-
ments to ensure infrastructure remains safe, function-
al, and fit for purpose, while also helping councils
plan for renewal and replacement as facilities age.

The water park is a popular recreational space,
particularly during the warmer months, attracting
families and young children from across the Kala-
munda area.

As part of the review, the city is considering the
condition of existing infrastructure and how the fa-
cility can continue to meet community needs over
time.

While no specific upgrade works have been con-
firmed, the plan is expected to guide future deci-
sion-making around the site.

The review comes as councils across WA face in-
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ther comment.
under review
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The City of Kalamunda is reviewing the future

of its water park under a new asset manage-
ment plan. Picture: Kalamunda Water Park

creasing pressure to maintain ageing community in-
frastructure while balancing budget constraints and
competing priorities.

Water-based play areas require ongoing mainte-
nance to ensure safety standards are met, including
the upkeep of surfaces, equipment, and water sys-
tems.

The City of Kalamunda said it is continuing to
work through enquiries relating to the water park,
with further details expected once the review process
is finalised.



www.echonewspaper.com.au  April 17,2026 7

DANIEL HOLMES

A PETITION to upgrade Ellenbrook skatepark
from its current state is gaining traction with lo-
cal skaters raising concerns around safety haz-
ards in the park.

The petition, started by local resident Ethan
Kickett, has attracted more than 170 supporters,
with calls for a full upgrade or urgent repairs to the
park.

Mr Kickett said feedback from local users pushed
him to launch the petition calling for upgrades.

“Having visited other skateparks in Perth, I no-
ticed the stark contrast in the condition of Ellenbro-
ok skatepark compared to others,” he said.

During a visit to the skatepark by Echo News this
week multiple cracks and uneven concrete were
visible throughout the park, with sections appear-
ing to have been roughly patched or filled.

In some areas, the surface had broken away en-
tirely, leaving exposed gaps and loose material.

The two drink fountains around the park were
broken, and had been sealed off for an unknown
amount of time.

Within 20 minutes at the park, this reporter ob-
served several falls, with young riders pointing
to the damaged surface and slippery bowl as the
cause.

Mr Kickett said the worst of the damage was in
the park’s main bowl.

“The main issue is safety, particularly in the
bowl. It’s damaged and near unrideable,” he said.

He said uneven surfaces and worn infrastructure
were increasing the risk of injury.

“The coping is damaged, the surface is uneven
and bumpy which makes it easier to fall and injure
yourself.”

Zael Mehew, 13, who has been using the park
for about six months, said little had been done to
maintain or improve the facility.

“Nothing’s really been fixed,” he said.

“If somebody does graffiti over the bowl, it just
gets painted over instead of cleaned... it leaves a
horrible residue.”

Ari Brooks, 14, who has been visiting the park
for more than a year, said the condition of the park
had steadily declined.

“There’s a bunch of holes everywhere,” he said.

“There’s not really much to do because
everything’s been worn down... the council refus-
es to fix anything and just uses cheaper methods.”

The boys said the build-up of paint in the bowl
had made the surface slippery, increasing the risk
of falls.

They pointed to Bayswater skatepark as an ex-
ample of better maintenance, where graffiti is re-
moved using specialised cleaners rather than paint-
ed over.

“It’s more expensive, but it doesn’t leave residue
and keeps it clean,” Ari said.

Mr Kickett said he hoped the petition would lead
to action from the City of Swan.

“At the very least I’d like to see fixes to current
damages like fixing cracks, coping and the bowl
surface,” he said.

The petition calls on the City of Swan to repair
damaged surfaces and eliminate safety hazards,
deliver a full redesign and modernisation of the
skatepark and expand the size and capacity of the
facility to reflect population growth.

Localriders Zael Mehew, 13, and Ari Brooks,
14, say the condition of Ellenbrook skatepark
has worsened and is becoming unsafe.

Cracks worn surfaces and patchwork repairs
at EIIenbrook skatepark have raised safety
concerns among local riders.

The petitioners are also requesting the introduc-
tion of new features that cater to skateboarding,
BMX, scooters, and emerging trends and improve-
ment to the layout and flow to meet contemporary
skatepark standards and ongoing maintenance to
preserve the park long-term.

The Ellenbrook skatepark was constructed in
approximately 2009. At that time, the population
of Ellenbrook was around 10,000-11,000 residents
(based on 2006-2011 census data). Today, the pop-
ulation has grown to more than 24,600 residents as
of the 2021 Census.

This represents more than a doubling of the pop-
ulation since the skatepark was originally built.

The City of Swan was contacted for comment but
was unable to respond before deadline.

The petition can be signed at www.change.
org/p/repair-upgrade-and-expand-ellenbr
ook-skatepark-now or the Ellenbrook skatepark pe-
tition on Facebook.

Stoneuville triple fatality crash investigation

MAJOR crash investigation officers are investi-
gating a fatal crash that occurred in Stoneville
on Saturday, April 11.

About 8.55am, a black Holden Monaro HQ trav-
elling south on Stoneville Road left the road and
collided with a tree.

The 58-year-old male driver and two 62-year-old
male passengers received critical injuries and died
at the scene.

Major crash investigators are conducting an ex-
amination of the scene and are appealing for any
witnesses to call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
or report the information online at www.crimestop-
perswa.com.au

Dash-cam or mobile phone vision relating to this
crash can uploaded directly to investigators via this
link: https://wapf.au.evidence.com/axon/communi-
ty-request/public/serious-crash-stoneville 110426
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New Midland social
housing apartments

THE Cook government has com-
pleted the acquisition of 16 new
social housing apartments in Mid-
land, delivering new homes in
Perth’s east for Western Austral-
ians in need.

The $6.089 million acquisition
has been purpose-built to meet the
needs of a diverse range of house-
holds.

Residents will benefit from prox-
imity to essential services including
public transport, shopping and rec-
reational amenities.

The completed development in
Ferguson Street comprises of 12
two-bedroom and four one-bedroom
apartments in a two-storey complex.

The development also features
communal open space and covered
parking for residents and visitors.

All dwellings have been designed
to meet liveable housing standards,
including silver level accessibility
for ground floor apartments.

Midland MLA Steve Catania said
the development will increase hous-
ing supply in a well connected part
of Midland, close to public trans-
port, schools, shops, and essential
services.

“It’s fantastic to see that these
homes are accessible and fit for pur-
pose, with liveable housing design
standards that will support a wide
range of tenants.”

Housing and Works Minister John
Carey said he introduced the call
for submissions process to acceler-
ate the supply of social housing by
establishing a dedicated pathway
for industry to approach govern-
ment with projects that could deliver
more homes for Western Australians

Midland MLA Steve Catania
with Housing and Works Min-
ister John Carey outside the
new Midland social housing
apartments.

in need.

“These 16 homes in Midland will
soon provide safe, secure housing
for people in Perth’s growing east-
ern corridor.

“It’s part of our record $6.3 billion
housing and homelessness spend
since 2021, with thousands more
social and affordable homes in the
pipeline.”

Delivered in partnership with Aloi
Developments, the Midland project
was sourced through the state gov-
ernment’s Call for Submissions pro-
cess.

The process invites industry to
bring forward proposals that accel-
erate the delivery of social and af-
fordable housing.
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Darlington parents children’s
hospice dream coming true

AFTER 27 years, Darlington parents Martin
Watson and Jacky Vigurs are about to witness
their dream for WA to be home to a children’s
hospice become a reality.

Their vision was sparked when they visited a
children’s hospice in Manchester in 1996 with their
daughter, Hannah, who was born with a rare condi-
tion that required round-the-clock care.

Inspired by that trip, the parents established the
Children’s Hospice Association in WA in 1999.

In 2008, the organisation became Perth not-for-
profit Hannah’s House, which provides care, com-
fort and joy to children with life-limiting and com-
plex conditions, and their families — including free
respite care, thanks to their supporters.

“At that children’s hospice in Manchester, we ex-
perienced a great sense of community,” Mr Martin
said.

“It was a place where problems and the relentless
care of a dependent or sick child could be shared,
and friendship and support offered in a practical
way, and we knew we needed that in WA, which is
what prompted us to set up what is now Hannah’s
House.”

Now, with Sandcastles Children’s Hospice (Boo-
dja Mia) in Swanbourne due to be completed this
year, the couple said they were very glad the hospice
has become a reality.

“Before Hannah died in 2010 at the age of 19, she
- like many children with complex needs in WA -
was cared for at home full time, with many visits to
hospital along the way,” Ms Vigurs said.

“While we are so grateful for the support we re-
ceived and extremely proud of the in-home care
Hannah’s House delivers, Martin and 1 always
dreamed of having the house to ourselves for short
periods while Hannah was comprehensively looked
after out of home, but in a place that wasn’t a hos-
pital.

“We know many families like ours feel the same,
so it’s wonderful this hospice will finally provide
that option for those who need it during extraordi-
narily challenging times.”

Sandcastles Children’s Hospice is being funded
by the Perth Children’s Hospital Foundation (PCHF)
and will be operated by WA’s Child and Adolescent
Health Service (CAHS).

Sandcastles, which has been designed to be warm

Martin Watson and Jacky Vigurs.

and welcoming, will have seven home-like guest
bedrooms, a bereavement suite, three family suites,
therapeutic rooms, a hydrotherapy pool and family
spaces. It will also provide outreach and family sup-
port services for families across WA.

Hannah’s House is working closely with PCHF to
deliver family-focused activities and experiences in
the hospice.

The hospice, which also provides in-school and
in-community support programs, is hosting its an-
nual charity High Tea on Saturday, May 30 at Optus
Stadium.

Australian comedian and social media star Tim
Collins will MC the afternoon event, while critically
acclaimed Kylie impersonator Absolute Kylie will
make her debut at the fundraiser.

“The annual Hannah’s House High Tea is all
about honouring the very special mums and families
who care for children with life-limiting and complex
medical conditions,” Hannah’s House chief execu-
tive officer Jonine Collins said.

Tickets start from $90, with proceeds to help fam-
ilies, and are available at www.hannahshouse.org.
au/hightea
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PestFacts celebrates 30 years

THIS year’s first edition of the PestFacts WA
e-newsletter marks 30 years of the valuable
grains industry tool.

The popular online publication is essential read-
ing for farmers and consultants to keep up to date
with invertebrate pest and disease threats — helping
to protect and optimise crop and pasture potential.

This free interactive resource, produced by the
Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development (DPIRD) with co-investment from
the Grains Research and Development Corpora-
tion (GRDC) is delivered direct to subscribers and
is available on the department’s website.

The PestFacts WA e-newsletter is published
regularly during the growing season, providing
crucial on-ground intelligence from contributors
across the Wheatbelt and expert DPIRD informa-
tion and advice to inform crop management strat-
egies.

It also features information on surveillance
techniques, pest and disease identification, and the
latest integrated management advice.

The past three decades has seen the PestFacts
WA e-newsletter evolve from a paper-based prod-
uct — originally known as PestFax, which was
facsimiled to recipients — to a sophisticated digital
product with value added content.

There is now a suite of PestFacts WA products,
including the PestFacts WA map of pest and dis-
ease occurrences and the PestFacts WA Reporter
app for quick paddock pest and disease identifica-
tion and reporting.

These resources also play a pivotal role as an
early warning system to support the State’s biose-
curity measures.

The service also delivers a volunteer native bud-
worm trapping program, insecticide spray guides,
an annual insect and plant disease training course,
and seasonal webinars.

PestFacts WA project lead DPIRD research sci-
entist Cindy Webster said PestFacts had become
invaluable, backed by the expertise of DPIRD
staff and industry contributions.

Cont. p21.
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Kalamunda to weigh up
climate advocacy stance

DANIEL HOLMES

THE City of Kalamunda will
consider formalising its position
on climate change advocacy as
part of a broader consultation
process led by the WA Local
Government Association (WAL-
GA).

Council is already a signatory
to WALGA'’s climate change dec-
laration and has several existing
strategies addressing environ-
mental sustainability, including its
climate change action plan 2023—
2034.

Mayor Margaret Thomas said
adopting WALGA'’s updated cli-
mate change advocacy position
would strengthen the city’s abili-
ty to advocate for greater support
from state and federal govern-
ments.

“Adopting WALGA’s reviewed
climate change advocacy position
would formalise the city’s support
for stronger leadership, coordi-
nation and funding to assist local
governments with emissions re-
duction and climate adaptation,”
she said.

The city said climate change
presents ongoing risks to the local
environment, infrastructure, and
economy, and that its current pol-
icies already aim to manage those
impacts at a local level.

These include the local environ-
ment strategy, urban forest strate-
gy, and local biodiversity strategy,

which guide planning and deci-
sion-making across the district.

If adopted, the advocacy po-
sition would not introduce new
regulatory requirements for Kal-
amunda.

Instead, it would align with ex-
isting policies and reinforce the
city’s long-term commitment to
environmental sustainability.

The policy would also support
WALGA in advocating for in-
creased funding and coordinated
action across different levels of
government.

Council will consider its posi-
tion on the advocacy framework
in the coming months as part of
the WALGA consultation process.
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Hour of Power presenters Linda Malone and Tony Smyth.

Hour of Power highlights
Importance of teamwork

MIKE PEETERS

APRIL’S Swan Chamber of Commerce’s
Hour of Power provided some useful tips
for businesses while also emphasising the
importance of working together.

The event featured ERICA chief executive
officer Linda Malone and Midland’s ‘Man
of Commerce’ Tony Smyth.

Ms Malone is well known for her work
with the ERICA women’s centre - a prom-
inent Midland community service and
welfare organisation formerly known as
Midland’s Women’s Health Care Place
(MWHCP).

The organisation provides comfortable,
caring, and inclusive services for women
aged 16 and over in Perth’s east metropol-
itan area including affordable one-on-one
counselling and a diverse range of programs
and workshops.

Mrs Malone said one of her key beliefs
was ‘every person matters’ and that work-
ing together as a team was fundamental to
success.

“Sometimes it’s a bit like eating an ele-
phant,” she said.

“You can only eat one part at a time and
also need to make sure everyone is eating
the same part.”

Ms Malone said after so many years in the
area she felt she was better at her job now.

“I also believe in the importance of hu-
mour and the need to debrief regularly.”

A regular Hour of Power speaker, Mr
Smyth spoke about some of his business
exploits since arriving in Australia from Ire-
land in 1985.

He said during these 40-plus years he had
worked mainly in the hospitality industry,
including running Midland’s 7th Avenue
Bar and Restaurant and the Kalamunda Ho-
tel.

Mr Smyth said one of his most memora-
ble projects involved selling and marketing
Pentium motor oil.

“Unfortunately, it turned out a company in
the United States also had a motor oil called
Pentium so they took us to court to try and
force us to stop using the name,” Mr Smyth
said.

“In the end they settled out of court saving
us a potentially very expensive court case.”

Mr Smyth, who is well known in the
Midland area for his support of vulnerable
community members such as seniors, said
he also believed in maintaining reasonable
pricing.

In fact, his 7th Ave pub was well-known
at one time for having the cheapest beer in
Perth and is still famous for its old-fash-
ioned service and long-running beer of the
month specials.

The next Hour of Power is scheduled
for Wednesday, May 13 from 10:30am to
11:30am.

For more information go to www.swan
chamber.org.au/

How reliable is Al on consumer law?

With Commissioner for Consumer
Protection Trish Blake

IT’S not uncommon for people to use AI when
they jump online to search for various things
these days and while it can be an effective tool
in some situations, people do need to be careful
when it comes to rules and regulations.

Consumer Protection has been dealing with a few
queries recently where consumers have based their
complaints on Al, only for Al to give them wrong
information about how the Australian Consumer
Law (ACL) and other laws apply to their situation.

One example involved a consumer dropping their
mobile phone off a boat into the ocean. They man-
aged to collect it, but the phone was badly damaged.
Al told them they had the right to a replacement.
Similarly, another consumer’s child threw their iPad
onto the floor and broke the screen and camera. Al
advised them they were entitled to a repair.

In both these cases the consumers asked our
team to look into the matter. We found there was
no breach of the ACL as the damage was caused by
misuse, not a manufacturing fault.

Another case involved a complaint about issues
in a residential park that related to the sale of a park
home. The consumer cited multiple Supreme Court
decisions across Australia that allegedly supported

their position that they were entitled to a refund of
the purchase price.

Our review found the Supreme Court decisions
existed in some cases but had no relevance to con-
sumer goods or residential parks but about issues
including health insurance, superannuation and an
appeal of a murder conviction. In other instances,
we found the cases did not exist and had been cre-
ated by AL

While it’s always encouraging that people do their
own research before contacting Consumer Protec-
tion, we would urge you to not rely on Al alone as
the answers produced will often be a mix of truth
and fiction.

The bottom line for WA consumers is simple:
don’t assume Al is correct. That information should
always be checked against trusted sources to verify
claims before you take any action.

Before submitting a complaint to a business or a
business owner, or lodging a complaint with us, we
encourage you to contact us or check the Consumer
Protection website — it’s free, accurate and designed
to help Western Australian consumers make de-
cisions that work for them, not someone selling a
product or service.

If you need advice about your situation, contact
Consumer Protection on 1300 30 40 54 or visit con-
sumerprotection.wa.gov.au
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Ken no stranger at Perth Observatory

GUANHAO CHENG

FOR more than 11 years, volunteer Ken Stranger has
been a part of the Perth Observatory team in Bick-
ley’s Korung National Park and has been recognised
as its volunteer of the year.

The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA) named Mr Stranger for the honour,
acknowledging his contributions of more than 35 hours a
week, and broad range of skills.

Mr Stranger supports the observatory from governance
to finance, ICT troubleshooting and technical mainte-
nance, training and educating school groups.

Mr Stranger said recognition was never the main mo-
tivation for him, rather it was the joy of fixing things and
helping facilitate room for wonder.

“We’re such an insignificant part on a large rock that’s
floating through space and it’s incomprehensible what is
out there and what it’s part of,” he said.

“What you can actually see is just awesome. ..
the things I have seen are absolutely stunning.

“You always feel a sense of wonder if you’re looking
out there... it’s just hard to comprehend.”

Mr Stranger said his start at the observatory remained
his strength throughout all this time.

“Whilst I’ve never been heavily involved in astrono-
my, I had an interest in astronomy and I thought, well
maybe this is a place I could come and be of use or learn
something,” he said.

“I found out fairly quickly I knew nothing about as-
tronomy and so because of my technical background, I
actually fell into a technical role up here which basically
involves just fixing things mechanically and electroni-
cally.

“There’s a lot of electronics involved which is a pas-
sion of mine.

“My biggest reward for what I do is actually taking a
problem and fixing it and seeing an end result.”

Perth Observatory tour administrator Matt Woods said
the recognition was well deserved.

“Ken keeps all the telescopes running and keeps the
place in order through his role of caretaker,” he said.

“Ken and I joined the Volunteer Group in the same in-
take back in 2014.

“On several occasions, we’ve thought telescopes have

some of

o
Q
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Volunteer of the year Ken Stranger has been a stalwart at the observatory, ensuring the site’s tools

are fully functional. Picture: DBCA

died and can’t be fixed.

“Ken has been able work the problem to bring them
back to life.

“Even Lazarus would be impressed.

“It’s a big achievement, we’re very lucky to have him
and the telescopes are as well.”

Perth Observatory volunteer engagement officer Nadia
Maslen said she nominated Mr Stranger because of his
dedication to the team.

“(He dedicates) his weekends, his night times,”
said.

“Ken’s contribution underpins everything from Night
Sky Tours to our ICT systems.

“His oversight of facilities, technical expertise and ICT
support ensures our infrastructure remains safe, compli-

she

ant and fully operational.”

Ms Maslen also said she appreciated his ability to keep
the workplace atmosphere light-hearted while also being
able to take work seriously when needed.

“He is funny (and) he can have a joke,” she said.

“There is always some good-natured banter around
him, which helps create a warm and enjoyable environ-
ment for everyone.

“With me personally, Ken has always been incredibly
accommodating (and) no matter how busy he is, he will
pause what he is working on to help me with what I need
to do my job.

“My first impression of Ken was a softly spoken, gen-
tle giant, and nothing has changed since that day over
four years ago.”

m T
| REGIONAL

Bassendean ﬂSl. site proposal nrogresses

GUANHAO CHENG

DISCUSSIONS between the Town of Bassen-
dean and RSL WA over the future of a vacant
Guildford Road site have progressed with rede-
velopment opportunities being explored.

Since mid-2025, the town and RSL WA have been
in discussions about potentially amalgamating the
town’s 179 Guildford Road site with the adjacent
existing 10 Kenny Street RSL property.

The Guildford Road site has historically been
leased to the sub-branch for informal outdoor use
and contains no approved permanent structures.

An original three-year lease that began in 2022
expired in June 2025, but the town has effectively
extended the lease at no ongoing cost to the sub-
branch while long-term options are explored.

The proposal to amalgamate presents an opportu-
nity for future redevelopment that could deliver vet-
eran housing alongside new, purpose-built ground
floor clubrooms for the Bassendean sub-branch.

In January 2026, RSL WA signed a letter of intent
with the Town of Bassendean outlining key princi-
ples under consideration.

These include a proposal to sell the Guildford
Road site to RSL WA at a reduced price, pending
council approval.

They also include the town’s in-principle support
for combining the two sites into a single develop-
ment.

The town has also indicated support for advocacy
for state and federal funding to assist with delivery
of veteran housing.

RSL WA has undertaken due diligence and de-
veloped a business case, which is scheduled to be
considered by its board in May.

A final decision is yet to come.

Bassendean mayor Kathryn Hamilton said the
update reflected steady progress and a shared com-
mitment to community benefit.

“We are proud to continue working alongside
RSL WA on an opportunity that has the potential
to deliver real benefits for veterans and the broader
Bassendean community,” she said.

“Discussions remain ongoing, and any future de-
velopment will be subject to appropriate planning
processes and community engagement.”

RSL WA chief executive Stephen Barton said
RSL WA appreciated the collaborative approach
taken by the town.

“Our focus remains on finding a sustainable,
long-term solution that supports veterans, respects
the local community and ensures a strong future for
the Bassendean sub-branch,” he said.

“We value the town’s continued cooperation as
this work progresses and take this opportunity to
thank the town for their continued support, particu-
larly in respect to funding annual RSL services and
maintaining the Bassendean memorial to such a
high standard.”

If the proposal proceeds, the Town of Bassende-
an and RSL WA will continue working together to
support delivery of veteran housing and new clu-
brooms.

This includes planning temporary accommoda-
tion options for the sub-branch during construction
if required.

Any relocation is unlikely to be required until af-
ter ANZAC Day 2027.

The town said the community will be updated as
matters progress and before any statutory planning
processes commence.

Now Available!!

Order a New
MacBook Neo 13”
Apple’s Latest

Arrival on the Scene
Prices Start at $899 or $1099

Order New MacBook Air M5
Prices Start at $1799 (for 13”) $2199 (for 15”)
New iPad Airs and M5 MacBooks also available.

Order One at Macs4u

and arrange free data transfer and training

Hello, Neo.

Financing Your New Mac?
Get one with Studio19 Rental’s Help

6 to 36 month rental or buy at any time) *Prices may vary
* New $899 MacBook Neo A18 - from $39 per month*
e New $1799 MacBook Air M5 - from $77 per month*
« New $2699 MacBook Pro M5 -from S116 per month*

Looking For Refurb or Used
visit restorationmac.com.au

Celebrating 23
years of retail in

4|, Macs4u.com.au Midland

269 Gt Eastern Hwy Midland WA 60564
08 9274 7111 0410 501 441

info@macs4u.com.au

Authorised
Reseller
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Your local Gig Guide

Settlers House York
Oscar Litchfield

From 5.30pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

Woodbridge Hotel
Jamm’n

From 8pm, Free

50 East St, Guildford

Chidlow Tavern
Hootenanny
12.30pm-3.30pm, Free
4 Thomas St, Chidlow

Parkerville Tavern
Rhay Rhom & Chantel
From 6pm, Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Robert Hinton
6pm-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Lyric’s Bar
Howie and Dave
From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane
Maylands

Sat April 18

Settlers House York
John Sloper
12pm-3pm

Back Verandah Band
From 5.30pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

Imperial Homestead
Kim Anning Trio

From 6.30pm, Free
83 Avon Terrace, York

Parkerville Tavern
David Sanders
From 6pm, Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Hemingway and Co
Nico Wayne Toussant
7pm-9pm, Free
7095 Great Eastern
Highway Mundaring

Lyric’s Bar
Klang

From 7pm, Free
22 Lyric Lane
Maylands

Woodbridge Hotel
She Said

From 8pm, Free

50 East St, Guildford

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Nathan Gaunt &

Howie Morgan
6pm-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Settlers House York
Vivian G
12.30pm-3pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

Woodbridge Hotel
Kane Cahill

From 3pm, Free

50 East St, Guildford

Chidlow Tavern
Company of Wolves
12.30pm-3.30pm, Free
4 Thomas St, Chidlow

Lyric’s Bar

Long Play Sunday Vinyl
From 4pm, Free

22 Lyric Lane

Maylands

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Mel and Fenton
6pm-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Parkerville Tavern
Leslie Hinton
Entertainment
From 3pm, Free

6 Owen Road
Parkerville

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Smooth Groove
6pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Wed April 22

Chidlow Tavern
Muso Jam Night
7.30pm till late, Free
4 Thomas St, Chidlow

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

House Grooves
Presented by

Fenton Wilde
6pm-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Mahogany Inn &
Distillery

Rachelle Coba

7-9pm, Free

4260 Great Eastern Hwy
Mahogany Creek

Promote your event

ENTERTAINMENT
& GIG GUIDE
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Northam M

THE Northam Motor Sport Festival is
back this year on Sunday, April 26 and
will ignite the atmosphere with the
sound of engines as vintage cars roll
into the streets for a series of races.

Classic racing cars will take over the
streets of Northam, competing in regu-
larity time trials along a purpose-built
street circuit.

Regularity rallies are car competitions
where drivers follow a set course and try
to drive at exactly the right speed and is
a battle of precision.

Whoever finishes the circuit closest to
the target time wins.

The event will feature the Northam
Flying 50 regularity rally on Wednesday
and a hillclimb race up Mount Omman-
ney on Monday.

Other event activities and attractions
on the day include the Northam Boule-

A

| — ,
turn this month with'vintage cars to'ra e the streets,and

..........

otorsport festival returns

vard Arcade Alley, face painting, a
bouncy castle, Harley Davidson stunt
riders, and live music by the band An-
other Fine Mess.

Carnival rides, food trucks, markets,
local shops and eateries make up for the
paid entertainment and attractions.

Every year, the Shire of Northam and
the Vintage Sports Car Club of Western
Australia collaborate to celebrate the joy
of racing.

As one of the only remaining around-
the-town style events in Australia, the
festival offers a unique opportunity for
families and petrol-heads alike to see
classic cars in action.

Visitors will be taking part in a long-
held Northam tradition that makes up its
identity associated with vintage racing.

According to the shire’s website,
Northam has a long history with horse-
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power both mechanical and biological.

In 1863, thoroughbred horse racing
began in Northam and almost a centu-
ry later, the first round the houses mo-
tor racing event was held in Northam in
1952.

The tradition lasted until the late 1950s
when the original street racing era was
phased out but returned just before the
turn of the millennium in 1999, officially
revived as the Northam Flying 50.

From there, the tradition continued
on to present day where each March
or April typically heralded the two-day
event’s return, drawing crowds of more
than 5000 enthusiasts and families.

Some roads will be closed during the
events.

To find out which roads are affected,
check Northam’s road report page at
northam.wa.gov.au/roadreport/

ELLENBROOK Arts will be hosting
artworks by Martu artist Curtis Tay-
lor exploring identity, perception and
experiences of racism, offering insight
into contemporary Aboriginal life.

Mr Taylor’s sculptures of dogs are hom-
age to camp dogs from remote communi-
ties and will be a focus of his Untitled 2
exhibition.

Mr Taylor grew up between the remote
Aboriginal communities of Bidyadanga
in the Kimberley and Parnngurr in the
Pilbara and comes from a strong line of
cultural leaders.

His grandparents Wokka Taylor and
Kanu Nancy Taylor passed down tradi-
tional Martu knowledge and stories that
continue to shape his work today.

Mr Taylor grew up listening to the juku-
rrpa, the stories of his Elders, being spo-
ken, sung and painted.

He chose film as a medium to pursue
alongside his other works as a way of
carrying those stories forward, drawn to

its power to be shared and kept for future
generations.

Raised between the desert and Perth,
Mr Taylor navigated both traditional Mar-
tu knowledge and a Western education.

The two worlds continue to inform
everything he creates.

His practice spans film, sculpture, paint-
ing and installation, and explores what it
means to be Martu in the modern world.

Central to his work is storytelling in his
community’s language of Martu Wangka
which he uses to preserve culture and con-
nect with younger generations.

His work has been exhibited at the Perth
Institute of Contemporary Arts, the Muse-
um of Contemporary Art in Sydney, Fre-
mantle Arts Centre and Furtherfield Gal-
lery in London.

Mr Taylor has also been part of land-
mark cultural projects celebrating the
strength and continuity of Martu culture.

His newest exhibition Untitled 2 comes
to Ellenbrook Arts as an insightful peek

An assortment of Martu artist Curtis Taylor’s previous works.

into the role and symbolism of camp dogs
found in remote Aboriginal communities.
The exhibition will hold its opening
night at 6pm on April 24 and while free,
registration is necessary.
Attendance may be registered at tinyurl.
com/fuv3hdw4
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THE ODE OF REMEMBRANCE

They shall grow not old,
As we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them,
Nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning
We will remember them

NEWS
Echo News pays tribute to
those who served and paid
the supreme sacrifice.

Unit 4/9 The Avenue Midland WA
Phone: 9374 6666

TANIA LAWRENCE

Member for Hasluck

Authorised by Tania Lawrence, Australian Labor Party, 2/257 Great Eastern Highway Midland WA 6056
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ANZAC DAY 2026 - &

MUNDARING
Lest we forget .

Community members are invited to attend the
following ANZAC Day services.

INAUGURAL ANZAC YOUTH PARADE AND
SERVICE - Chidlow, Village Green

Cnr Old Northam and Thomas Road
TUESDAY 21 APRIL, 11.00 am

GREENMOUNT - Blackboy Hill Commemorative
Site

Innamincka Road

FRIDAY 24 APRIL, Sunset service at 5.30pm
SATURDAY 25 APRIL, Dawn service at 6.15am

CHIDLOW - Village Green

Cnr Old Northam and Thomas Road
SATURDAY 25 APRIL, 7.30am gunfire breakfast,
9.30am march-off, 9:40am service

MT HELENA - Elsie Austin Pavilion

21 Chidlow Street

SATURDAY 25 APRIL, 11.30am march off,
11.40am service followed by morning tea
and historical display

MUNDARING - Memorial Garden
Great Eastern Highway

SATURDAY 25 APRIL, 2.45pm march-
off (from Mann Street), 3pm service

For more details please contact:
Shire of Mundaring, Kirstie - 9290 6604




FOOTHILLS

DENTURE

On Anzac Day, we honour all ' CLINIC -
who have served and continue ‘

to serve. \ Shop 4, 16 The Avenue, Midland

The electorate of Bullwinkel, Ui phone 9250 1733
named after Vivian Bullwinkel, PEN & www.Toothiflsdenture.com.ad
reflects the courage and valour

of all who wear our nation’s
uniform.

Lest we forget.

Trish Cook MP g

Federal member for Bullwinkel
@ 2/14-16 Mead Street, Kalamunda WA 6076

.\ | LPRTaylor
\ Associates Pty Ltd | | |

Certified Practising Accountants

5 Sayer Street, Midland

QO (08) 7079 0480 trishcookmp Telephone 9274 6944
: : Facsimile 9274 301 |
© trish.cookmp@aph.gov.au ) Trish Cook MP E: lmec@lpraylor-comau £

Authorised by T Cook, Ausiralian Labor Party (WA Branch), 2/14-16 Mead Street Kalamiuna, Perth WA 6076

=5 BELLEVUE RSL ANZAC SERVICES
2 BLACKBOY HILL MEMORIAL

*N.rsrmm.lll

SELLEE WA INNAMINKA ROAD, GREENMOUNT

e Friday 24" April Sunset Service starts at 5.15pm
eSaturday 25" April Dawn Service starts 6.15am

March and Commemorative Service
» March at 12pm from Bellevue Hall

« Commemorative Service at 12.15pm
2 Purton Place Bellevue

Enqumes 0490 501177 Emall BellevueRSL@gmall com
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1200 Alison Street, Mt Helena v ' ;:
Phone (08) 6244 4800 -/
E: reservations@amarooretreat.com.au i i /

amarooretreat.com.au

isSwaN & PooLs|

Unit 6/14-22 Farrall Rd, Midvale

Phone: (08) 9274 4275
E: swanpool@iinet.net.au
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2026 ANZAC DAY
COMMEMORATION EVENTS

RSLWA HOSTED BY KALAMUNDA RSL SUB-BRANCH

ANZAC COMMEMORATION MARCH & SERVICE

SATURDAY 18th APRIL @ 11:00am

Assemble from 10:30 (Memorial Walk Stirk Park).
Travelling from Stirk Park, up Canning Rd to
Kalamunda War Memorial, Kostera Oval

ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE
SATURDAY 25TH APRIL @ 05:45am

Kalamunda War Memorial, Kostera Oval
Followed by Gunfire Breakfast (Takeaway Egg & Bacon Roll on sale)

Road closures in place for both events - please keep clear of paths & driveways

Lest We Forget

FUNDED & SUPPORTED BY

Cityof
| Kalamunda
ollerywes L 79%)
KALAMUNDA RSL SUB-BRANCH, 35 CANNING RD KALAMUNDA
More inform@tion: www.kalamundarsl.org.au & Facebook

Lest we forget.

Steve Catania MLA Michelle Maynard MLA Stephen Price MLA

Member for Midland Member for Swan Hills

Member for Forrestfield

Hon Klasey Hirst MLC Hon Parwinder Kaur MLC Hon Samantha Rowe MLC

Member of the Legislative Council Member of the Legislative Council

Member of the Legislative Council
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ACROSS

1 Mobile home

6  Outlay

9  Thin plant

11 Do well

15 Young tree

19  Turn outwards

20 Not moving

22 Hearing organs

24 Give opinion

25 Musical instrument
(abb)

26  Betting monies

27  Choosing

28  Ofsound

29 A cereal

30  Of punishment

31 Atube

32 Dimension

33 Hot gaseous air

34  Highest

35 Levelling tools

36 Makes a mess

37 Hidden store

38  Secluded country

39 Tangible

40 Consumed

41  Stretch

44 Speaks slowly

47  Alleged

50 Itis (abb)

52 For each

54 A pamphlet

57  Machine expert

59  Holy

60 Puts aside

62  Enmesh

65  Possess

68  Girl’s name

69  Half (pfx)

70 Scorn

71  Attractive looks

74 Mythical creature

75
76
78

79
80
82
83
85
87
89
90

91
92
93
95
96
99
100
104
106
107
109
110
113
114
118
120
121
123
124
126
127
129
131
135
139
140
142
143
144
145

Pleased
Ancient king
Mediterranean
island

Smells

Abyss

Soreness

Small

Strains

Medical procedure
Pour

Written work at
school

Of the city

Fail to see
Deserves
Without parents
Give help
Church recess
Mad rush
Accident
Energetic

Small boat
Scale

Assessed

Small crown
Intrude into region
Choice

Act for
Directional aids
Given in a vow
Making of a rule
Oily fruit
Powder

Uproar

Make amends
To sheltered side
A citrus fruit
Swallow

Sane

Climb up

A line

Type of nut

146
147
148
151
155
157
158
161
162
163
165
166
167
168

169
170
171
172
174
176
177

179
182
183
184
189
192
196
197
198
199
200
201
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211

Dishonest
Aspire to
Roughen
Make again
Guard

Olden garden
More pleasant
Get to

At no time

Go inside
Posted
Finished (3,4)
Remain at place (4,4)
A pungent
condiment

A type of wine
A trailer
Doctrine
Artist’s room
Water speeds
Sleep aid
Money from
investment
Bosom

Sister (abb)
Make a mistake
Learns about
Annoy
Scanners

Arc

Agrees with
Normal
Retains

A trace

Loves
Calculate
Church passage
Story
Flightless bird
Interlace
Coastal indentation
Commerce
Ripe

L

L

212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222

DOWN
Packed together
Performed again

Lieutenant (abb)
A draw

String

Price

Of the mouth
Keep away from
Enigmas

Lived

Listen to
Positions

Not in use

Jumped with a pole

1

2

3

4 Sewing aids

5 Full

6 Began

7 Rib steak

8 Show in public
9 Push back

10 Thick

11 Essential part
12 Plans for

13 Anenchantress
14 A crest

15 A snake

16  Ironed clothes

17 Putting into another

18  Start to grow
21  Cut shorter
Leases pasture
42 Incursion

43 Fashion moves
45  Play noisily

46  Waits around
48  Not praised
49  Bring on

50  Uninjured

51  Spiritual meeting

52 Read over
53 Purify

il

55  Works performed

56  Stern behaviour

58  Talked idly

61  Musical instruments

63 Late drink

64 Actof being in
charge

66 Decorates cakes

67  Utilised

72 Speaks

73 Appeared to be
77  Frighten

81  Small parts

84  Afterwards

86  The atmosphere
88 Give medicine to
93 Interfering

94 Calling on again
97 Very unusual

98 Made sour

101 A pattern

102 Pacifies

103 Refuse entry to (5,3)
105 Took in charge
107 Gave sure evidence
108 Stress

110 Long tale

111 Time in office
112 Strong little boats
115 Roman garment
116 One time only
117 Send out

119 Made even

122 All-powerful
125 Shorter books
128 Backbone

130 Breaks open

131 Felt sorry about
132 Rub out

133 Discover

134 Roof worker

136 Give energy to
137 Once more

138
141
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
159
160
163
164
172
173
175
178

Ship cabin type
Of lights in sky
Dwellings
Builds

Grate

Wine cup

A flower

Level
Weasel-like animal
Small wheel
Play around
Turned sour
Checked copy
Lumber
Onlooker
Removed clothes
Bad dream
Attention given

180
181

184
185

186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
202
203

Crossword Solution 1262 from 3 April, 2026

Hand-crafted objects

Favoured in
tournament

A few

Removes from
position

Stupid

Giving off perfume

Look after

Hymns

Piece of bacon

Remembers

Gives an account of
Fleet commander
Celebrated

Wooden pins
Demise
Wrongdoing
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BESIDES running the Ballajura Community Garden,
Community Connecting Youth Inc (CCY) works to-
wards introducing students to cultural awareness and
the importance of respect of oneself and others.

As such they have created two Story/Yarning sections
within the garden so senior community members and young
people can interact in a safe and sharing environment where
not only food and growing skills are shared but people’s life
stories as well.

CCY also facilitates the Police Rangers unit at the Ballaju-
ra Community College which is now open to all young peo-
ple from within the district and last year, with the support
from the City of Swan organised, their first gunfire breakfast.

Another initiative is the Living Art Garden Program
which includes tactile exercises such as garden work, build-
ing garden beds from recycled materials, as well as creative
artwork where students become involved in designing and
painting murals throughout the garden.

The wall mural and major projects have been supported
by deputy Premier Rita Saffioti and federal Cowan MP Dr
Ann Aly who have made possible grants and will view the
ground mosaic produced by young people over the Christ-
mas holidays.

CCY are also involved in facilitating the annual Ballaju-
ra Community Fair which will be held on October 18 and
the annual National Aboriginal and Torres Island Children’s
Day on August 4, and have reintroduced the ‘Big Quiz’
which is held on the last Saturday in August.

Major sponsors and partners for these events are, the City
of Swan, Ballajura Community College along with our Pa-
trons Wally and Kym Edwards and John and Wendy Gard-
ner.

The organisation promotes the garden projects through
their Facebook pages that include, CCY, Sully Mesiti, Bal-
lajura Community Garden, Rotary Club of Ballajura Malaga
and the Ballajura Community College.

Be involved in
our exclusive
advertising features

FEATURE RUNNING 1 MAY 2026

Call Karon on 9374 6610 or email
karon.m@echo-news.com
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OUTH INC.

N

SATURDAY 25TH APRIL ANZAC DAY Dawn Ceremony & Gunfire Breakfast

MARKET

Ballajura Community College Carpark
PELICAN PARADE

ARTISAN

11am - 3pm

LAST SUNDAY OF
THE MONTH

DATES TO SAVE

Supported by

City of Swan

Sponsored by City of Swan, Ballajura Community College & CCY Inc.

SUNDAY 26TH APRIL - Artisan Sunday Markets
Last Sunday of the Month @ the Pelican Parade school entrance

TUESDAY 4TH AUGUST - National Aboriginal and Torres Island Children’s Day
SATURDAY 29TH AUGUST - BIG QUIZ - BCC Gym

SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER - Ballajura Community Fair

Funds from these projects and programmes are utilised to support programmes within our community.
If you would like to support or sponsor one of these FREE Community Activities

please contact our CEO S Mesiti

- smesiticcyinc@gmail.com
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42nd Annual Toodyay Moondyne Festival

TOODYAY will celebrate its 42nd Moondyne
Festival stepping back in time to celebrate
the life and times of the iconic Avon Valley
bushranger Moondyne Joe by bringing his es-
capades and mock trials

to life on Sunday, May 3 from 9am to 4pm on
Stirling Terrace.

The festival is the state’s premier colonial fes-
tival, first held in 1984 to celebrate the life and
times of Moondyne Joe (Joseph Bolitho Johns),
and starts with an opening ceremony at 10am
where locals and guests are encouraged to dress in
19th century costumes for a colourful procession
down the main street.

Some period costumes are available for loan by
emailing moondynecommittee@gmail.com

Cheer on Joe’s gang and the floozies, coppers,
swaggie and town crier as Joe is chased by the
coppers, tried by a kangaroo court, convicted by
a corrupt judge and escapes with the assistance
of local people and his gang who all love the WA
equivalent of Ned Kelly or Robin Hood.

As well as the street entertainment, there will
be more than 90 variety and food stalls, displays,
performances and demonstrations, the 10th Light
Horse display, Barn Baby’s Animal Farm, West-
ern Australian Reptile Park, vintage motor vehi-
cles and bikes, and rides on the horse and cart or
mini train.

Local Toodyay artists will be playing as well
as the Pioneers Bush Band, Jarrah Celts, Darren
Gillis and Paul Davis Entertainment, Avon-Fun
Dance Club and The Black Chooks.

Festival goers can listen to bush poets, and
Australia’s early settler’s folk music that will in-
clude Irish, Scottish, Italian and English music
performed by various entertainers along with the
popular Royal Australian Navy Band, the Coast-

al Scottish Pipe Band and Toodyay Community
Singers.

The festival follows through the main town site
to the beautiful Duidgee Park resting on the banks
of the Avon River where patrons can watch the
horse works, hot air balloon display and have a go
at making clay animals.

Events include log chopping, blacksmithing,
bush poetry, stilt walkers, horse and cart rides,
reptile display, historical tools restoration, and of
course the ever-popular Swaggie Camp or visit
Stirling Park for amusement rides for the kids,
while a visit to Moondyne Joe’s cell at the old
Newcastle Gaol Museum is a must do.

The mini train ride at Duidgee Park is always a
highlight of the day with the event packed full of
family fun and kids’ entertainment including stilt
walkers, carnival, face painting, petting zoo and
clay modelling.

Entry is free however a gold coin donation on
entry would be greatly appreciated.

For more information and to view the events
program visit www.moondynefestival.com.au or
Face Book https://www.facebook.com/Moonn
dynefestival

BALLAJURA DAWN SERVICE

6.00am, April 25

Peace Park, Ballajura Community College
A gunfire breakfast will be served following the service.

Let us come together as a community to reflect, remember, and honour
the courage, sacrifice, and legacy of all those who have served.

BALLAJURA

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Supported by

(&

City of Swan
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Ballajura Peace Park Honours
Service and Community Spirit

THE Ballajura Memorial Peace Park
stands as a lasting reminder of the sac-
rifices and commitment of servicemen
and women, offering a place of reflec-
tion and remembrance for the commu-
nity.

Developed through a strong partner-
ship between the WA State and Federal
Governments, the City of Swan, the RSL
Association of WA, Ballajura Commu-
nity College, and the wider community,
the Peace Park was officially opened on
3 May 2006.

This year, the Ballajura RSL Sub-
Branch has undertaken significant refur-
bishment works, including the renewal
of seven memorial panels, twelve pop-
py panels, and eight veteran benches.
The initiative has been led by Peter and
Avril Clark, whose personal connection

brings deep meaning to the project. One
of the benches honours their son, Pte
Jamie Clark, who lost his life in 2005
while serving in the Australian Army in
the Solomon Islands. Supported by Bruce
Ince and funded through the City of Swan
Community Grants Program, the project
ensures the site is preserved with dignity
for future generations.

Each ANZAC Day, the Ballajura RSL
Sub-Branch hosts a Dawn Service at the
Peace Park, attracting over 2,000 attend-
ees. The service is supported by Ballaju-
ra Community College’s Police Ranger
Unit. Following the service, a traditional
Gunfire Breakfast—introduced last year
- is provided by Community Connect
Youth Inc and the Ballajura Community
Garden, bringing the community together
in shared remembrance and connection.

Swan District Rotary Club
calls for new members

THE Rotary Club of Swan Districts Inc
is looking for more members to contin-
ue its efforts to support hundreds of
charitable organisations, both locally,
Australia wide and overseas.

“Having been actively involved in the
area continuously since its charter in June
1949, due to its aging membership it is
now facing the prospect of ceasing to ex-
ist,” President Adrian Clement said.

“This will be a sad day for all the char-
ities we continue to support, and we are
actively seeking new members to continue
this important fundraising work.

“As an incentive to get involved and
join we are offering free membership for
a year, so come along to a no obligation
meeting and see what we are all about,”
he said.

The club also has a very strong active
group of Rotaryannes made up of wives,
and partners of the Rotary members.

Since 1979 they have raised and donat-
ed a significant sum for charities includ-
ing Wheelchairs for Kids, Shelter Boxes,
Handicamp, Blood Bank, Guide Dogs,
Flying Doctor, Fred Hollows Foundation,
Shalom House, Stitches of Hope, Cancer
Research, Valley Church Shoe Boxes, and
Swan City Youth.

In that time the Swan Districts Rotary
Club has raised more than $86,135.

They also help fund the Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards and training program
along with the Rotary Youth Program of

Enrichment which is a weekend leadership
camp for kids aged 14-17.

Both awards and their respective train-
ing programs are designed to build con-
fidence, teamwork and personal develop-
ment.

The Swan Districts Rotary Club has also
been instrumental in the establishment of
new clubs in Moora (1958), Kalamun-
da (1962), Mundaring (1971), Midland
(1985) and the Swan Valley (1993).

The club meets on the first, second and
fourth Wednesdays at the South Guild-
ford Community Room, Waterhall Shop-
ping Centre, 9 Waterhall Road at Spm
for a 5.30pm start, and finish promptly at
6.30pm.

For further information go to their
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/swan.districts.7 or, contact Presi-
dent Adrian Clement on 0400 223 290, or
email: adrian.clement@westrac.com.au

Do you want to make the world a better place?

The Rotary Club of Swan Districts Inc can help you achieve these
goals. Having been actively involved in the area continuously
since its Charter on 28th June 1949, it has supported hundreds of
charitable organisations, both locally, Australia wide and overseas.

However, due to its aging membership it is now facing the prospect
of handing back its Charter and ceasing to exist. This will be a sad

day for all the charities it continues to support today.

We need your support — our local community — to continue our
support for locally, Australia wide and overseas needy charities.

To find out more, no obligation of any description,
the readers of Echo News are invited to come
along to our meeting and see for yourselves what

Rotary International Worldwide is all about.

Swan Districts Rotary Club Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/swan.districts.7
or contact President Adrian 0400 223 290
email adrian.clement@westrac.com.au

We meet on the 1, 2" and 4"

Wednesdays at:

The South Guildford Community Room

Waterhall Shopping Centre
9 Waterhall Road
South Guildford WA 6055

5.00pm for 5.30pm start - finish promptly at 6.30pm

As an incentive
to get involved we
are offering free
membership for a year,

so come along for a
no obligation meeting
and see what we
are all about!

Thanks to Kay and her amazing charity - Stitches of Hope, our club donated
60 sleeping bags to Dreambuilders Care. This is what we do — making the
world a better place — with Stitches of Hope.

The club also has a very strong active group of

Rotaryannes made up of partners of the Rotary Members.

Since 1979 they have raised and donated a
significant sum for charities:

« Wheelchair for Kids « Shelter Boxes « Handicamp

- Blood Bank « Guide Dogs - Flying Doctors

- Fred Hollows Foundation - Shalom House

- Stitches of Hope « Cancer Research

« Valley Church Shoe Boxes and Swan City Youth.

All in all, a total of $86,135 to date!

We also established new clubs where a need was seen:
26/9/1958 — Moora, 27/6/1962 — Kalamunda, 7/1/1971 — Mundaring,

14/6/1985 — Midland and 9/6/1993 — Swan Valley.
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Bobcats

Electrical

Plastering

Roofing

Window Cleaning

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE

BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS
Free no obligation quotes and advice

=~ Russell & Lynn Edwards
g Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.com

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR 7

ROCKBREAKER

* Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
 Driveways — Removals / Prep / Construct
* Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
¢ Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

Rehabcle DAVE 0417 096 614
serv! DW Cartage & Earthworks

Andrews Electrical Systems pty 1td
& Established 25 years * High Quality Guaranteed
o v Electrical Installations
Residential ./ Electrical Maintenance
Commercial }/ 1{%ir C}?ndltlogm

. elephone an
Industrial v'CCTV and Data

Call Andrew 0420 956 432

)
./

EC12467 [RYL:Y]

Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com

Mrs T

Female Electrical Contractor

EC007258

Free Quotes & No Call Out Fees

TV / ANTENNAS - LIGHTS - POWER POINTS
SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S - SMOKE DETECTORS
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE - HOT WATER SYSTEMS

Seniors | Pensioners | HCC Discounts

MARDL.GLADWELL 0430 035-345,

Builder

Gardening

CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD

Builders Registration 10756

MOB: 0419 952 043

E: allanramsay@bigpond.com W: www.ramsayconstruct.com.au
All tynes of New Homes, Granny Flats,
Owner Builder Consuiting, Plans drawn lo Shire requirements

Carpentry

Carpentry = Joinery - Cabinetmaking
and Home Maintenance Services
2Doors = Decks Skirting - Sash Windows

“Robes “Kitchen Installations
2 Flatpacks =« Pergolas - Furniture Repairs” |/
Pensioners Discount Fully Qualified
Free Quote  Call Mal 0400 250 761

/"CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER\

Sash Window Repairs / Renovations,
Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves.
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry

0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

\ telcocarpentry@bigpond.com /

» DPENTRY R /i3

URGA : NIRT & i

MAIN A SERV

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

« 15yrs commercial & residential experience ¢ Insured

« Fully qualified, professional & reliable « No call out fee
« Full police clearance * Pensioners discount

call kevin 0450 538 596
www.morgancarpentry.com.au e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com

Ceilings

CEILINGS & WALL
RESTORATION

ALL SMALL JOBS
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

9295 2041 or
0402 270 688

C A INSTALLATIONS

= Ceilings & Walls = All Facets of Ceiling Work
= Domestic & Commercial = Office Partitioning

All Areas \

LL=BLOWN

Garden Maintenance
ABN: 77 592 171 029

¥ Rubbish Removal

¥ Mulching

¥'Lawn Mowing

v Planting v’ Weeding

¥ Pruning ¥'Hedging

v Yard clean ups

v'Ride on mowing

¥ Spraying

¥ Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369

\ www.full-blowngarden.com /

Gutter Cleaning
Blllllllll Gardens Gutter Cleaning

-+ Gutter Vac Services
%+ Fully insured, registered business
. ,,-.;‘.- Fully self contained vac truck
[* « All waste removed from your property

+ Obligation free quotes, Senior discounts

ﬁ Phone Phil 0429 179 5117

Handyman
2l HANDYMAN

SPECIALISING IN ALL INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR HOME MAINTENANCE

. Landseaplng * Flat Packs  * Palntlng

O Walls * f

J Gutter C g * Carf nepalrs

Contact Trevor 0424 130 555

EASTERN HILLS
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693
All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE FREE QUOTES

TONY 0406 675 211

easternhillspl look.com

Plumbing

Local Plumber
Same Day

3

& HotWater

Emergency
Plumbing

. 6118 6368

PL9956  *conditions apply

Hi I’m Local

In

$0

call Out*

Out*

Plumbing
Emergencies

6244 3226

“Fencing - Gutter Cleaning > Shelving
2 Furniture Repairs >« Painting >« Tiling - Paving
2 Carpentry > Property Maintenance
> High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask! ﬁ'
Pensioners Discount Free Quote ' 3
Mal 0400 250 761

Limestone

Michael’s Servicing
Stonework All areas

Limestone & Coffee Rock

Small Retaining Walls, Steps,

AllReno Work  Local and Loyal |  PSee
ora quote & reliable service call:
0409 953 369 0427 190 273
Concrete Painting

B.G. CONGRETE DESIGN

Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed A%gregate
Crossovers  Shed Floors ¢ Drives
House Extensions ¢ Patios
Bohcat & Truck

Call

Pacail 0457 611 348

WA COMPANY

PAINTING®

REPAINTS « INTERIOR  EXTERIOR
cace rev 0414 289 145

WWW.PERTHPAINTING.COM
DISC. AVAILABLE __PERTH PAINTING CONTRACTORS REG 6173

Doctor

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
o Taps o Burst Pipes
o Toilets o Leak Detection

o Hot Water Systems o Blocked Drains

Call Today 1300 655 827

Our Service Will Amaze You
PL6703 www.thetapdoctor.com &71%2%

LOCAL PLUMBER

PL9956

Blocked Drain, Taps:
st Pipes, Hot Water

Bur -
*conditions apply
Same Day Emergencies 2<thre

9468 2581

NO CALL OUT* + SENIOR DISCOUNT @

Your Best Local Plumber!

YOUR LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & REPAIRS

* GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES | NEW AND REPLACEMENT
* METAL ROOFING | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

+ ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS

* MAINTENANCE

« LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

CONTACT PETE FOR A FREE QUOTE

9274 7663

sales@prowestroofing.com.au

prowestroofing.com.au
Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing !
Maintenance & Repairs
Free Quotes — Aaron Carter

AMC ROOFING
Mob: 0417 930 817

TILED ROOF IIESTIIHATIIINS

0447234 603

Call Kieren today for a free quote
admin@ridgecapking.com.au

AR Specialist Roofing

Solutions for all your
roofing needs including
« roof restoration e gutters
e Jeaks e downprpes . sheetmg
. hil ® roof cl
« PATIO BUILDING

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

0,
¥ ch"st -
Cl,

ROOF TILE
REPAIRS

For all your Roof Tile Repairs
Contact David for a free quote on
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Specialising in: Leak Repairs * Gutter Clean
« Tiling * Re-ridging * Re-pointing

Tree Services

. rIENS
N [For el yeur Tieclepping &
: Stumpgrlndlng Needs
& o Gelll iy

ed LXCheapesikrices{Guaranteed|
Cltiorizon|RowerAccredited JeEServicinglAllfAreas]

k)
ORIO0O414F¥aS 816.1(0)

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

o I!ocal\y

S
CPD|TREES

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture

0411 750 342

www.cpdtrees.com.au
arborlst cpdtrees.com.au

ICHZS,

*Bobcat - Truck and Compaction

*From Prep to Completion
FREE Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljk
B 0415 5053014

iIIGER{CONCRETE

FREE'QUOTES '*'NO/'MESS'NO'FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting

Mike 0407 989 921

Pest Control

Reticulation

Mal's Pest & Weed
Services .

* Servicing the Hills and surround for 30 years
+ Specialising in termite treatments & inspections

Call Sean 0417 905 708

4 N
Reticulation
L0433 366 655J

Looking for a tradie?

Now you can find a tradie in the paper AND on our website
ANYTIME GO TO:

www.echonewspaper.com.au

T TLC'Tree Services has merged with
(f &4 Payne’s Tree

& Services
FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
MULCHING » LAND CLEARING

STUMP GRINDING
TREE LOPPING

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

TATANIA'S®

W|ndow Cleanlng

ASK ABOUT OUR

GREAT PRICES
FOR TRADES

keep
local

Support your
local Business

ECHO)

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Indemnity and
Warranty

ECHO NEWSPAPER
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
When an individual or other legal
entity (“the Customer”) requests
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an
advertisement in this Newspaper, they
agree to be bound by the following

terms and conditions:

1. Echo, at its sole discretion, may
decline to publish any advertisement
requested by a Customer. If Echo
decides not to publish a particular
advertisement, there is no obligation
on Echo to disclose the reasons for its
decision, and Echo will not be liable
for any loss or damage occasioned
to the Customer as a result of the
decision.

2. Echo will not be liable for any loss
or damage caused to a Customer
as a result of delay or as a result of
Echo failing to place a requested
advertisement or publishing an
advertisement containing an error or
omission.

3. Echo may, at its sole discretion,
decide to refund a Customer a portion
of the cost of the advertisement if it
forms the view that the error was not
attributable to the Customer and the
Customer notifies Echo of the error
or omission before 5.00pm on the day
the advertisement first appears in the
Newspaper.

4. Complaints concerning the accuracy
of any invoice must be notified to
Echo within 30 days from the end of
the month in which the advertisement
was published, after which time the
Customer forfeits any rights it may
have had to challenge the invoices.

5. The Customer warrants  that
publication  of the requested
advertisement/s will not contravene
any laws, whether statutory, equitable
or otherwise, and agrees to wholly
indemnify Echo (and its employees
and agents) against all expenses,
loss and damage arising directly or
indirectly from the publication of the
advertisement/s.
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Bookkeeping

Electrician

Painting

Roof Repairs

BLISS BOOKKEEPING
Stress-free Bookkeeping,
BAS and Payroll solutions.
Simple, clear and reliable
support for your business.
Ready for peace of mind?
Book your free 20-min consult:

0413 794 460
info@blissbookkeeping.com.au
www.blissbookkeeping.com.au

Ceiling Repairs

New gyprock walls and
ceilings. Repair old ceilings.
Professional tradesman.
Peter 0400 993 387.

Cleaning

For all aspects of domestic
tasking contact Ally - 0426
543 733.

Custom Video
& DVD Solutions

Video Transfers to
USB starting from $45 -
6393 7298.

=

Drainage

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED.
Blocked drains.
Septic tanks repaired.
Leach drains renewed
and repaired.

Storm water drains.
Gas/Elec hot water installs.
Same day.
Pensioner discount.
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

LITL Electrical
All types of electrical work
& air conditioning.
Jeff Overton
0483 858 603.
EC14844

s
-~

Firewood

Get your firewood now.
Dry split & delivered 4 x 7
trailer load $255.00. 0452

Steve Gregory painting
service. Mobile 0417 926
027. Reg # 5098.

AAA PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
For very competitive prices
and old fashioned service
ph Nathan on 0409 247 293

(Reg. No. 6605).

-

P,

Plumbing

Roof leaks, gutter clean-
ing, solar panel cleaning,
roof cleaning. 0421 455
546.

Solar Services

Solar Panel Cleaning with
Anti Mould & Solar Wax
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Wanted to Buy

MEDALS and Militaria
bought by genuine local
collector top prices paid

541 0609. 0407 982 215.

. MASTERS PLUMBINGAS
Gardening All Plumbing & Gas work,
. . Blockages, Hot water
lan Mac's whipper snip- | units, Leaks, Renovations,
ping, chain sawing and [ Burst pipes. 24/7
yveeding. Small tree lopping Emergency Service.

jobs. 0426 211 137. NO CALL OUT FEE WlndOW CIeanlng
David: 0416 644 191.

Gutter Cleaning

Gutter cleaning & solar
panel cleaning. Jason
0421 455 546.

PL-9554 GF-011284

N

Handyman

WILLIS BUILDING & MAIN-
TENANCE SERVICE. Spe-
cialising in all house main-
tenance, pergolas, deck-
ing, verandas, painting and
carpentry. 0487 093 355.

Regrouting

Bathroom Regrouting.
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Tatania’s Window
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames
& Fly screens. 0467 282
127.

Clean-Vue Window
Cleaning. Domestic or
commercial. 0497 111 676.

Public Notice

Hobby Farm
Services

Slashing, mowing, wool
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. lan 0458
510 048.

Employment

ECHO:

Privately owned &
proudly independent

The Echo Newspaper is
looking to fill the following position

JUNIOR ADVERTISING

SALESPERSON

reliable vehicle.

If you enjoy meeting new people
and have an outgoing personality,
then this is the job for you

We are a small, privately owned and independent
newspaper looking for an energetic and vibrant
person to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:

e A current “C” class drivers licence and

e A smart appearance with a strong
commitment to customer service and
the ability to develop and implement
successful sales strategies, including digital,
by building and maintaining long lasting
client relationships.

e Strong negotiation verbal and written
skills with excellent presentation and a
professional phone manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers
a salary package, including a commission
structure with a weekly car allowance.

Please email your resume with
a cover letter to:
General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis
E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com

All applications will be treated with the
strictest confidence.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BENNETT SPRINGS

NOAOD M URMS MMM

Stephen Cain
Chief Executive Officer
City of Swan

REQUEST FOR A PORTION OF LAND TO BE
DEDICATED AS ROAD AT LOT’S 832 AND
835 DP 410677 DRUMPELLIER DRIVE,

Notice is hereby given of the City of Swan’s intent to request
the Minister for Lands to dedicate Lot’s 832 and 835 on DP
410677 Drumpellier Drive, Bennett Springs as road, under
section 56 of the Land Administration Act 1997.

A plan showing the location of the portion of land can be
inspected online at swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au, at the
City’s Administration Centre, Morrison Road, Midland. or at
any of the City’s libraries, during office hours.

Prior to Council considering this matter, submissions from the
public are sought. Anyone wishing to object to, support or
otherwise comment on this proposal may do so by lodging

a submission online via swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au or
addressed and mailed to the undersigned, City of Swan, PO
Box 196, Midland, 6936, on or before Monday, May 18, 2026.

PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

¥

City of
Swan

LEGACY IS

KEEPING

THEIR

PROMISE

TO MY
DAD?”

CHARLOTTE

A promise was made to a dying soldier in
the trenches of WWI. A promise that his.
family would be looked after. With recent
conflicts, our work is as important today
as it was when we began. Help us keep
the promise, make a donation today.

TO DONATE, CALL 1800 534 229 OR VISIT LEGACY.COM.AU

PestFacts celebrates 30 years

Cont. p8

“The sudden appearance of large
number of insect pests or a plant dis-
ease can lead to major production
losses within a short period of time,
impacting industry and growers’
margins,” she said.

“The PestFacts WA alert system
forewarns growers of current or im-
minent pest and diseases, enabling
rapid and effective management to
minimise grain and pasture produc-
tion losses.

“Over the past 30 years, the Pest-
Facts WA service has received more
than 50,000 reports.

“It has played an integral role
helping detect new insect pest and
plant disease occurrences in WA,
such as the Russian wheat aphid in
the Esperance port zone in 2020.

“At the heart of the PestFacts
WA service is its amazing staff and
contributors, without whom the re-
source would not be as impactful as
it is — for which we a truly grateful.

“I encourage the PestFacts WA
community to continue to keep a
watchful eye for pests and diseases

this season and to send in reports of
their observations.

“If you’re unsure what you have
found, you can request identification
from our experienced staff.”

GRDC Manager Regulation and
Biosecurity Jeevan Khurana said
GRDC had played a key role in
supporting Pest Facts WA to ensure
growers have access to credible,
timely pest and disease intelligence
that supports on farm decision mak-
ing.

“Through this current investment,
GRDC is strengthening the integra-
tion of surveillance, diagnostics and
communications,” Dr Khurana said.

“This will help the service to
continue to deliver seasonal threat
information, respond to emerging
risks and maintain strong local capa-
bility within a nationally connected
framework.”

To find out more about the Pest-
Facts WA suite of products and
sign up to receive the PestFacts
WA e-newsletter visit www.dpird.
wa.gov.au/online-tools/pest-
facts-wa/

s Notice Board

Upcoming Events

* Kalamunda Prostate Cancer
Support Group meets on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at Falls
Farm, 41 Cagney Way Lesmurdie
from 10am-1pm. For more informa-
tion call Roy 9295 2522 or Ray 0427
095 892.

¢ Mundaring CWA meets on the
fourth Wednesday of the month at
10am at the CWA Centre (Sculpture
Park), Jacoby Street, Mundaring.
There is a general meeting and cup-
pa with craft and social to follow un-
til 3pm. New members and visitors
welcome. For more information call
Marg on 0417 956 628.

* Midland Men’s Shed Social Tues-
day is every Tuesday from 9.30am to
11.30am in the Baptist Church Hall,
Bellevue. Our workshop at 34 Swan
Avenue Midvale is open Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
from 8am to Ilam. Call Andy on
0419 921 805

* Midland Lawn Tennis Club meets
for social tennis 9am every Wednes-
day and Saturday at 21 Patterson
Drive, Middle Swan. All ages and
standards of play welcome, and they
have senior and junior teams that
compete in Tennis West pennants.
For more information email playten
nis@midlandtennis.com.au.

» Bayswater City VIEW club meets
on the second Tuesday of each month
at 10am for a coffee and chat, with
the meeting starting at 10.30am at
the Baywater Tennis Club, Bayswa-
ter. Bayswater VIEW enjoys a wide
range of social activities while raising
funds to sponser 12 financially disad-
vantaged students with their educa-
tion. Ladies are most welcome. For
more information call Linda on 0417
960 027 or email bayswatercitywa.
view club@gmail.com

 Hills Mature Age Singles Social
Group meets cvery fortnight on
Wednesday for an 11.30am lunch at
the Woodbridge Hotel in Guildford.
The next meeting is on April 29 come
join us for a fun day out with no fees.
For more information text Mike on
0467 526 078.

Noticeboard is for non-profits and
community groups advertising free/
low cost events/programs. Entries
must be emailed to editorial@echo-
news.com two weeks before the
event.

Woofer of the week

Kiera is an eight-month-old staf-
fordshire bull terrier. She is well
behaved and is used to younger
kids. Unfortunately Keira needs
a new home as her current fami-
ly has her where there is a no pets
policy. She is vaccinated, steri-
lised, and microchipped. Costs
Apply. Contact Bakers Hill Dog
Sanctuary on 9574 1438.

Discover our digital
edition online
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the Len Dundo stand

neturigngd soccer grandstand renamed

MIKE PEETERS

SWAN United FC has renamed its grand-
stand the Len Dundo stand in a special
ceremony held last Sunday at the Swan
Italian Sporting Club in Middle Swan.

The ceremony took place just before the
club’s first home game of the Football West
amateur premier division season against
Hamersley Rovers which resulted in a 1-1
draw and was attended by many distin-
guished guests.

Mr Dundo said he was surprised and
pleased to see some of his old team mates
from Olympic Kingsway at the event.

Born in Midland in 1946 Mr Dundo en-
joyed a remarkable 22-year playing career
in the top flight of WA football and remains
one of the leading goal scorers in the histo-
ry of the game in this state.

He began his footballing career playing
for Swan Valley in the WA first division
back in the early 1960s before joining In-
glewood Kiev in 1971.

In 1976 he moved to Olympic Kingsway
where he won two state championships.

Mr Dundo finished his playing career
with Osborne Park Galeb in 1983 and
topped the league goalscoring charts sev-
en times in 1972, 1973, 1974, 1976, 1977,

Mr Dundo thanks the crowd at the
event. Pictures: Colin Feilen

Swan ltal

Jos)
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United president Bén Kelly,

oo

City of

Swan mayor Tanya Richardson, Len Dundo, Swan Italian Club president Jason
Russo and Midland MLA Steve Catania in front of the new Len Dundo stand.

1978 and 1980.

He was also selected 18 times for the WA
state team, inducted into the football Hall
of Fame (WA Hall of Champions) in 1996
and named among WA’s top 100 players in
2004.

Swan United FC president Ben Kelly
said Mr Dundo went on to become coach
of Swan IC (now known as Swan United)
and remains heavily involved with the club
as a groundsman.

“Len rarely misses a game and everyone

at this club and in the football communi-
ty wish him the warmest congratulations
while also recognising him as someone
who has contributed so much to football in
this state.”

On a personal level, Mr Kelly said Dun-
do was known for his cheeky personality
and exceptional skill on the ball.

“Also, despite his record-breaking do-
mestic success Len was seen as very un-
lucky not to be selected for the Australian
national team during his prime.”

Midland fighters return from
Thailand with gold medals

TWO Midland Muay Thai fighters have returned
from Thailand with gold medals and a swag of acco-
lades after competing at the World Muay Thai Fed-
eration Championships in Bangkok.

Mad Dog Martial Arts fighters Ashraf Farawah and
Shell Read travelled to Thailand in March as part of -
a 220-strong South Pacific team and both came home
champions.

Farawah went undefeated across three bouts against
top-level opponents, claiming gold in his division be-
fore being voted Australia and South Pacific Adult
Fighter of the Tournament which is one of the competi-
tion’s most prestigious individual honours.

Coach Slade Hutcheson said Farawah was in com-
plete control throughout.

“Cool, calm, and picking people apart like it was
light work,” he said.

“Every fight he looked sharp, controlled, and a step
ahead. Absolute clinic.”

Read’s campaign was equally impressive.

She secured a strong win against an Indian opponent
to earn a medal in her division, before stepping up for
a special bout against a Russian competitor which was
a challenge she met with characteristic determination.

“If you’ve followed her journey, you know she’s had
a hard run,” Mr Hutcheson said.

“But every single time she gets back up and gets back
to work.

“No excuses, just grit, heart, and consistency.”

Read also embraced the cultural experience of Thai-
land, receiving a traditional Sak Yant tattoo and bless-
ing at a temple during the trip.

Prior to departing in March, Read said competing
in the birthplace of the sport felt like stepping into the
source.

“There’s so much history there and it means a lot to
experience that side of the culture now as a fighter,”
she said.

Farawah had echoed the sentiment, saying compet-
ing in Thailand was something he had always wanted
to do since taking up the sport.

Hutcheson said the trip was one he wouldn’t forget.
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Midland Muay Thai fighters Ashraf Farawah and
Shell Read with coach Slade Hutcheson.

“New country, big stage, and serious talent every-
where,” he said.
“Our crew didn’t just show up — we made noise.”

Both fighters were praised for representing their
gym, their team and themselves with pride, humility
and respect throughout the championships.
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Commercial
Rural & Country

ACCORDING to the Real Estate In-
stitute of Western Australia (REIWA),
Ellenbrook is part of the top five selling
suburbs for the first week of April.

While sales transactions in Perth last
week were down 10.2 per cent on the pre-
vious week, Ellenbrook landed the sec-
ond-place spot with 12 sales.

Topping the chart was Baldivis with 16
sales, while Morley tied with Ellenbrook’s
12, and Perth and Scarborough both sell-
ing 10.

REIWA’s April snapshot reported 794
property sales during the first week of
April which they say is pointing to early
signs of moderation due to the consistent
sales, but a slowing of pace compared to
earlier last year.

There were 3279 properties for sale
in Perth at the end of April’s first week,
which is 2.3 per cent lower than the pre-
vious week.

According to REIWA, this can be attrib-
uted to house listings decreasing 3.9 per
cent compared to the week prior and unit
listings decreasing 4.6 per cent.

However, listings for vacant land in-
creased 14.2 per cent.

Ellenbrook remains in growth with 15.4
per cent sales price growth according to
REIWA as of this week.

Ellenbrook’s house median sales price
was at $785,000 as of early April and rent-
al prices also experienced a 1.4 per cent
growth, climbing to $710 per week.

Units in Ellenbrook were sold at a me-
dian price of $541,000, while vacant land
was priced at a median value of $468,500,

ﬂW

jumping from the median of $250,000 in
2025.

While sales price growth in Ellenbrook
didn’t exceed the 19.4 per cent growth of
Bullsbrook, it is outgrowing the nearby
Henley Brook at 14.3 per cent, Aveley at
10.2 per cent and The Vines at 1.6 per cent.

Houses in Ellenbrook sold in seven days
and units sold in four days despite suburb

interest level being lower than the Perth
average as determined by the views on
available residential properties for sale
within the most recent fortnight.

Ellenbrook remains a younger suburb
according to REIWA, with 87.5 per cent
of residents being less than 50 years old
and more than half of that cohort even
younger than 35.

Let us give you
a helping hand
with your
real estate sales.

Contact the
Echo sales team on

9374 6666

or email: sales@echo-news.com
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FROM $839,000

SOMETHING
SPECIAL - FLEXIBLE,
ACCESSIBLE LIVING
47 Comito Bend
* 351sqm, Move-in ready
e Three bedrooms (including two oversized rooms
designed for enhanced mobility)

- e Three ensuite bathrooms, with accessibility

o 2TILRTTR

MIDLAND FROM $650,000

. ‘_I

considerations
* Modern kitchen with island bench
¢ Open-plan dining and family area
e Covered alfresco entertaining

Milton
(08) 9274 5000
Midland
(08) 9274 5000

BEAUTIFUL CHARACTER
PROPERTY - LEASED
11 Stafford Street

We are proud to present this stunning property.
The property is currently leased to Wattleseed
Centre WA, who have occupied the property
since December 2023.

;5. Lease terms — 4 years + 2 years option

REAL ESTATE Plus Pluts LOANS

~ with the current period ending

Mike
0403 621 899 &
Leanda
(08) 6146 3333

_ 03/12/2027.
The property is well looked
after with AC throughout.

UNDER OFFER

THE FAMILY HOME
TO GROW, RELAX
& ENJOY

20 Quin Street
e 750sqm
4 well-sized br, master suite w/ensuite
¢ 2 ha designed for everyday family convenience
o Multiple living areas for entertaining & quiet nights
_ e Asingle, 2 car garage w/secure internal access
o Family-friendly layout
* A large rear garden 0474 232 091

o A colourful, separate studio and Midland
workshop/shed w/3-phase power (08) 9274 5000

Samantha

ZONED LIGHT
INDUSTRY
2 Morilla Road

: Light industry block. Fully fenced, corner
location and level. This site is ready to occupy

4 or develop.

ACL: 383 631

Could be the ideal vehicle storage, while you

4 plan your new industrial facility.

1,012sqm block
Fully fenced and cleared
| e Corner location
e Rare find!

Mike
0403 621 899 &
Leanda
(08) 6146 3333

P lus Your Settlements



i, Discount Drug Stores

50% OFF BIG VITAMIN BRANDS™

OI:ELE‘E‘ Save $25 OFF RRP* PRICE = ] oPFIFHRCnE
Swisse OFF RRP* el

Contains hops, “‘*%" Support healthy
traditionally used _ Nature's Way. Supports

- . LACKMORES  stressresponse
SLEEP in Western herbal Kids Smart immune system B o) inthe body
medicine to relieve m tofightiliness EX ECUTIVEB

sleeplessness & to i
help mind relaxation

. Nature’s Way *
Swisse Kids Smart High Strength Vita Gummies Triple Blackmores*
Ultiboost Sleep 100 Tablets Immune Support 50 Pastilles Executive B Stress Formula 160 Tablets

$149° Y - $14°° ZV $2399

Supports general MICRO_» Supports Supportsbone

healthand IACKMORES health & muscle
collagen health B fiinction

Vitamin C

MA

500 Chew W wellbaing NHa|i’ Sklﬂ TOTAL CALCIUM
———y— h 4 2
' - alls

Wagqer * Microgenics’ Blackmores’
Vitamin C 500 Chewable 500 Tablets Hair Skin Nails 120 Capsules Total Calcium Magnesium + D3 200 Tablets

SPECIALS ON SALE UNTIL 26™ APRIL 2026 OR UNTIL STOCK SOLD OUT. FAILURE BY SUPPLIER TO DELIVER OR OTHER UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME ITEMS IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT BEING UNAVAILABLE. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT
NOTICE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS. * SELECTED LINES ONLY + ALWAYS READ THE LABEL AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS FOR USE. ASAVINGS CALCULATED ON RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE NOTIFIED BY THE SUPPLIER. PRICING IN-
STORE PRIOR TO THE PROMOTION MAY DIFFER AND ACTUAL SAVINGS MAY VARY. WHILE STOCKS LAST.

*Terms, conditions and eligibility criteria applies. Available at participating Discount Drug Stores
pharmacies. Fees apply where customers are not eligible for the National Immunisation Program
or state-based free flu programs. Speak to our pharmacist for more information. Standard egg
based trivalent.

COVID BOOSTER VACCINATIONS NOW ALSO AVAILABLE IN STORE
Greg's Discount  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM-8PM

Drug Store Midland 243 Great Eastern Hwy, Midland 6056




