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The National Trust of Australia (WA) is receiving $41,800 to address urgent 
conservation issues for the historic building at the foot of Mundaring Weir. P 8P 8
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By Pastor Ian Kirk 

A Time to Reflect
During the week, it was the fifth anniversary of 
my dad’s passing. It’s important to have time 
to reflect on the life of someone significant to 
you. Dad was a good dad. He encouraged me 
in sport, he himself being a top sportsman. He 
also encouraged me in study, gave me a sense 
of adventure and a love for gardening. Above 
all, dad taught me that family is important.

Each year, I go with my wife Colleen and my 
mum to Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park where 
dad’s ashes have been placed. We put a few 
plastic flowers in the ground near his plaque. 
As we do that, I see on his plaque the words “in 
the arms of Jesus”. These words bring comfort 
to my soul. Dad is “in the arms of Jesus” – in 
heaven. 

A number of years ago, before he died, 
dad came to personally put his faith in Jesus, 
calling on Him to save him from his sins and to 
give him the hope of heaven. Before that, dad, 
a church goer all his life, thought that going 
to church and being a good person would get 
you into heaven. But no amount of church 
attendance will get you there; and no one is 
good enough – we have all sinned. That’s why 
Jesus died for us on the cross. 

Through Jesus, and only through Him, can 
we go to heaven. I am so grateful that dad is 
“safe in the arms of Jesus”.

08 6285 593808 6285 5938

Your local op shop supporting 
PEK Care Community Services Inc. 
Every Purchase helps care for our 
community – one find at a time.

FOUNDED in 1966, the Kalamunda Lapi-
dary Club is celebrating six decades of cut-
ting and polishing stones, minerals and gem-
stones into decorative items.

Club president Danny McManus said this was 
a big achievement for all the members.

“We’ve been here for 60 years, so it’s quite a 
milestone for us,” he said.

“It’s good to know that we managed to keep 
the club alive all that time.”

To celebrate, the club will create a special 
showcase at its annual exhibition.

“Our exhibition in September is held over 
a weekend, where people come to look at our 
work, buy rocks and admire what we do, so 
we’re planning to try and showcase some of our 
past history then,” Mr McManus said.

“We’ve got a five-head stamp mill copy that 
was made way back in the 70s for a Perth min-
ing exhibition. We’ve had it in storage for a long 
time, so we are getting it refurbished now.

“Also, in the 70s, we did a display at the Old 
Mill in South Perth, and we’ve still got some of 
those items, which we’ll put together again so 
we can show people what we did back in the ear-
lier days of our club.”

Mr McManus said the club had many achieve-
ments throughout the years.

“A few of our members used to show their 
stuff at the Perth Royal Show and many of them 
won prizes and competitions,” he said. 

“We also used to have a jamboree, which was 
an Australia-wide gathering of all lapidary clubs. 
It used to happen in Western Australia every so 
often, and we won the top club in Australia back 
in the 70s.” 

The club now has between 60 to 70 members, 
who frequent the clubroom throughout the week 
at Kostera Reserve.

“On Tuesday, we do silversmithing, where I 
teach people to make silver jewellery, and on 
Wednesday, it’s the rock room day, where people 
make cabochons (polished gemstones) and other 
things – some people are making chess boards 
and different items out of our stones,” Mr Mc-
Manus said. 

“And then Thursday night, we have an open 
night for people to come in after work from 7pm 
to 10pm, and Saturday we’re open from 10am 
to 4pm.” 

Vice-president Joe Houldsworth said anyone 
is free to join the club.

“We’ve got a lot of younger members com-
ing through. I don’t know why, but we’re very 
pleased,” he said.

“In this day and age, a lot of clubs and organi-
sations have difficulty attracting new and young-
er members, but for some reason, we have been 
able to attract different age groups.

“There are people that live quite close and are 
totally unaware of the club. And yet, we have 
members that come from far and wide and travel 
an awful lot, while some locals are oblivious to it.”

Mr McManus hopes more young people con-

tinue to be interested in the club.
“The main hope is that the club attracts a lot 

more young members who can take over be-
cause some of our members are getting old,” he 
said.

“Quite a few of our members are in their late 
60s and up to their 80s, so we want young people 
who can take an interest, carry the flag and keep 
going with the fun of lapidary.”
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Kalamunda Lapidary Club turns 60
The club recently received a grant from Kalamunda Rotary to improve its facilities and 
better support its rising membership. Picture: Kalamunda Lapidary Club

Members searching for precious stones.

CAMILA EGUSQUIZA SANTA CRUZ

60
YEARS
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CITY of Kalamunda’s two-year tree retention pol-
icy vacuum will continue after council voted 6-3 to 
reject the proposed local planning policy 33: Future 
Forest framework late last month.

The framework, which was debated at a public agen-
da briefing forum on June 9, faced its final vote at the 
ordinary council meeting on June 23.

During the proceedings, the chamber received a dep-
utation from internationally recognised botanist Pro-
fessor Kingsley Dixon, who urged elected members to 
implement the tree protection framework.

“We owe it to the future generations that same prom-
ise that John Forrest gave in 1895, that future genera-
tions will look back and see the decisions of today in 
the light of a protected, healthy tree canopy,” he said.

Cr Modolo, speaking to council, put forth an alter-
nate motion to reject the Future Forest policy stating 
that voting for a flawed policy could do more damage 

than good.
“The debate tonight is not about whether trees matter, 

of course they do, and canopy matters, and biodiversity 
matters,” he said.

“The real question is, are we prepared to accept a 
flawed policy by way of regulating private land, or are 
we determined to get this right.

“The former LPP33 fell over because it became dif-
ficult to administer, difficult to understand, difficult to 
apply, and difficult for ordinary people to navigate.

“If we are going to impact people’s land we need to 
get it right.”

The final decision has furthered the policy gap in the 
municipality since the original guidelines were rescind-
ed in early 2024, as reported in Applause as Kalamunda 
bins tree retention policy (Echo News, March 1, 2024).

Kalamunda Tree Canopy Advocates member Han-
nah Lill said the complete rejecting of the framework 
leaves the community with no regulatory outcomes af-
ter months of preparation.

“Essentially, 16 months of time was spent doing that 
process with the input of councillors, and they ended 
up providing no support for the policy at all,” she said.

Nature Reserves Preservation Group member Sue 
Dowson agreed the administrative process has been 
deeply exhausting for community members.

“It really is heartbreaking for us as a community to 
watch what feels like a charade,” she said.

“To have to build all the momentum of protest and try 
and urge people to speak up and then go to a meeting 
where so simply, it’s rejected on the basis of it’s not 
good enough.”

The trajectory of Kalamunda’s urban canopy cover 
is expected to become clearer later this year when the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage release its 
updated tree canopy cover dashboard

“The data that’s going to come out at the end of the 
year will be transparent and it will really enable us to 
see the true scale of what’s happened with our canopy 
cover over this period of a policy vacuum,” Ms Lill said.

BRAYDEN MOULD

Swan a top business hotspot 

THE City of Swan has emerged as one of the 
top three leading business growth hotspots 
driving a wave of small business activity 
over the past five years in Western Austral-
ia.

More than 3000 new businesses were added 
in Swan over that period.

Perth’s northern and south-eastern corri-
dors are leading the way with Wanneroo and 
Stirling taking the top two spots followed by 
Swan, Gosnells and Canning.

New figures commissioned and released by 
the Small Business Development Corpora-
tion (SBDC) show more than 30,000 new sole 
traders and small businesses were established 
across WA between 2020 and 2025, with many 
of the state’s fastest-growing population cen-
tres leading the charge. 

The City of Wanneroo recorded the largest 
increase, adding 3080 businesses over the five-
year period, followed by Stirling (+3,060), 
Swan (+3,050), Gosnells (+2,920) and Can-
ning (+2,250). 

Together, the five local government areas ac-
counted for almost half of all new small busi-
ness growth across Western Australia. 

WA Small Business Commissioner Saj Ab-
doolakhan, said the figures highlighted the 
close relationship between population growth 
and business creation. 

“These are some of the fastest-growing com-
munities in Western Australia and they’re at-
tracting young families, skilled workers and 
migrants who all need homes, services and in-
frastructure,” Mr Abdoolakhan said. 

“When new suburbs emerge and populations 
grow, demand follows for everything from 
builders and electricians to healthcare provid-
ers, childcare operators to retailers, real estate 
agents and technology services.

“This new research demonstrates that many 
of WA’s entrepreneurs are choosing to create 
their own businesses in the communities where 

they live, contributing to the local economy 
and providing essential services to the commu-
nity.” 

The growth comes as Western Australia con-
tinues to experience strong population growth 
driven by interstate and overseas migration, 
with the state forecast to grow from around 3.1 
million people today to 3.6 million by 2036. 

The data shows WA counted more sole trad-
ers in several industries since 2019, outpacing 
national growth in many sectors such as trans-
port, postal and warehousing (+56%), other 
services (+48%) and administrative and sup-
port services (+44%), highlighting the grow-
ing demand for flexible, specialised and con-
tract-based work. 

Mr Abdoolakhan said the demographic 
trends point to continued opportunities for 
small business operators over the coming dec-
ade. 

“Small businesses remain the backbone of 
our economy and these figures show there is no 
shortage of opportunity for people willing to 
back themselves and start a business,” he said.

“The good news is they don’t have to do it 
alone. The SBDC provides advice and sup-
port to help small business owners navigate 
everything from planning and finance to 
growth and expansion – and we want them to 
know they can turn to us at any stage of their 
business journey.” 

The SBDC’s state government-funded ser-
vices include free one to one business advisory 
services, practical business skills workshops, 
free business resources, dispute resolution and 
more, helping entrepreneurs start, grow and 
adapt their businesses. 

Western Australia is now home to almost 
258,000 small businesses and sole traders, rep-
resenting 97 per cent of all businesses operat-
ing across the State. 

The cities of Armadale, Cockburn, Rocking-
ham, Belmont, Bayswater, Perth and Kwinana 
round out the top 12 local government areas 
for business growth. 

PETER W LEWIS

Kalamunda council rejects future forest policy

Kalamunda has been without a formal tree retention policy since the original guidelines were scrapped in 2024. 
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trees; now and in the 
last 28 months, there is 
a policy vacuum with 
no protection.

Remember the 
councillors that vot-
ed against protection 
despite overwhelming 
community feedback 
asking more be done.

Our thanks to coun-
cillors who tried to im-
plement majority com-
munity views.
Sue Dowson
Nature Reserve 
Preservation Group

From the net...
Echo News social media 
comments
In response to Midland speed limit 
review open for public comment:
Guildford would be a far better place to imple-
ment this, with all the tourists, cafes, pubs and 
specialty shops.
G Roseby

Why? The speed is already at a snail pace due 
to congestion, maybe complete the bridge on 
Lloyd Street.
M Healy

In response to Libs join fight to save 
Macri’s
Enjoyable shopping with fresh stuff and lovely 
people! Surely fixing the mess can’t be hard, 
councils are supposed to look after ratepayers 
not make life difficult!
L Zinenko

Thought for the day
“Progress is impossible without change, and 
those who cannot change their minds cannot 
change anything.” 

- George Bernard Shaw

The Echo reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, legal 
reasons or clarity. The opin-
ions expressed do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Echo. 
All letters must contain the 
author’s full name, address 
and phone number for ver 
fication purposes.

Future
Forests
farce
Dear Echo News,
In 2023, after years of 
work between a com-
munity advisory group 
and Kalamunda city 
officers, a groundbreak-
ing tree retention policy 
was adopted in a major-
ity vote.

In 2024, in a motion 
moved at a council 
meeting only a year 
after implementation, 
Cr Modolo sought to 
revoke the policy – no 
opportunity for amend-
ment, just abolish.

Cr Modolo argued 
it was too poorly writ-
ten to be implemented 
consistently by city of-
ficers; that land holders 
only seek to remove 
trees they really need 
to. 

Additionally, WAL-
GA were developing a 
tree protection policy 
that could be quickly 
adopted to fill the poli-
cy void left by the rev-
ocation.

Early 2025, a special 
electors’ meeting of the 
community passed a 
motion urging the city 
to adopt the WALGA 
tree retention policy, 
now fully developed 
and being implemented 
by others.

Late 2025 the city put 
out for comment a draft 
‘Future Forests’ policy. 

This policy’s goal 
was not to protect ex-
isting mature trees, but 
a framework for how 
they should be replaced 
once felled.

148 responses from 
community resulted 
and 80 per cent agreed 
the city must do more to 
encourage tree planting 
and protection of trees 

on private land. 
Many raised concerns 

about lacking protec-
tion for existing signif-
icant trees compared to 
WALGA’s policy.

Currently 10 of 30 
councils in Perth have 
used WALGA’s mod-
el policy as a basis for 
tree retention with oth-
ers currently adopting 
it.

At the June council 
meeting, councillors 
Ritchie, Cooper and 
Bilich argued, using 
well laid out logic, why 
mature trees must be 
protected to maintain 
our “home in the for-
est”. 

Professor Kingsley 
Dixon AO, internation-
ally esteemed botanist, 
also explained the im-
portance of protecting 
canopy and policy’s 
ability to protect on 
public and private land. 

Multiple individu-

als, community groups 
(including NRPG and 
KTCA) asked ques-
tions, presented depu-
tations, proposals and 
statements. 

Cr Modolo again ar-
gued the policy is too 
vague to implement; 
trees on private land 
do not need protection 
even though the latest 
state government mod-
eling shows the city’s 
tree canopy has fallen 
in the two-year policy 
void. 

His motion passed 
three against, five for. 

The next time you 
see a mature tree being 
cut down, remember 
that in 2023 we were 
trail blazers protecting 

Don’t lose your consumer rights in the spin cycle 

CONSUMER PROTECTION  

With Commissioner for Consumer Protection Trish Blake
White goods and televisions ac-
count for the majority of house-
hold goods complaints received by 
Consumer Protection. People rely 
on these items every day, and when 
something goes wrong it’s a major 
disruption and can leave you out of 
pocket. 

Think about the food that could 
spoil when a fridge stops working, 
or the extra money needed for a 
laundromat when the washing ma-
chine breaks down. 

The last thing you need is the 
retailer not understanding their 
obligations under the Australian 
Consumer Law (ACL) when your 
fridge, washer, dishwasher, dryer or 
TV breaks down.

You are entitled to a refund, repair 
or replacement if there is an issue 
with your item. The remedy you’re 
entitled to will depend on whether 
the issue is major or minor.

A major fault might include a 
product that is unsafe, significant-
ly different from its description, or 
unable to perform its intended pur-
pose. In these cases, you can gen-
erally choose between a refund or 
replacement.

For minor faults, businesses may 
choose to repair the item within a 
reasonable timeframe. However, a 
series of minor faults may become 

a major fault, and you get to choose 
the remedy.

For example, one person came 
to Consumer Protection about their 
washer-dryer combo that stopped 
working again after multiple repairs 
by the retailer. They were refusing 
to refund the consumer for this ma-
jor failure. 

A quick reminder to their staff 
about their obligations under the 
ACL meant the customer received 
the full refund they were entitled to.

Many people mistakenly believe 
that once a manufacturer’s warran-
ty expires, they are not entitled to a 
remedy. This isn’t true. Your con-
sumer rights under the ACL don’t 
end when the warranty does, in fact 
they continue long after. You should 
expect the item you bought to last 
for a reasonable period of time. 

In another recent complaint, a 
consumer reported that their high-
end fridge had stopped working 
after two years and the retailer was 
refusing to repair it as it was “out of 
warranty”. 

Anyone would reasonably expect 
a fridge to last longer than two years 
and when the retailer was advised of 
this, they agreed to fix the fridge un-
der their ACL obligations.

To lodge a complaint go to con 
sumerprotection.wa.gov.au 

Chalice Mining is planning to apply for a mis-
cellaneous licence later this year for its proposed 
infrastructure corridors that traverse Chitter-
ing properties. 

In Infrastructure corridor concern in Chittering 
(Echo News, July 3), it was said that Chalice Min-
ing had already applied for a miscellaneous licence 
under the Mining Act 1978 (WA). 

Chalice Mining miscellaneous licence 
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WA Police has concluded the first week 
of its overt live facial recognition (OLFR) 
technology trial, deploying mobile scan-
ning units to high-traffic hotspots in 
Perth’s north-east including Midland 
Gate Shopping Centre and Ellenbrook 
Train Station.

The first week, running from June 22 to 
June 28, scanned 131,478 faces across Perth 
and generated 33 alerts to identify high-risk 
individuals and missing persons.

The cameras, found mounted on marked 
police cars in public spaces, automatically 
pixelate unlisted civilian faces in real time 
and then later deletes data so no ongoing 
public records are maintained. 

During the first day of deployment at Mid-
land Gate Shopping Centre, the technology 
flagged a 40-year-old man wanted in con-
nection with a physical assault at an elec-
tronic repair store inside the shopping centre 
that had occurred one day prior.

According to police, the man had alleged-
ly entered the retail store on Sunday, June 21 
where he verbally threatened a staff member 
and knocked him unconscious before flee-
ing.

Stationed officers intercepted and arrest-
ed the suspect on Monday, June 22 charging 
him with assault with intent to rob, stealing, 
and two counts of breaching protective bail 
conditions. 

For the greater metro area, the public 
scanning resulted in a further 18 total appre-
hensions, including 16 with active outstand-
ing warrants.

The alerts also identified, 21 registered 
sex offenders, two persons who required 
welfare checks, and it also resulted in one 
false positive.

The mobile units continue to rotate 
through various suburbs around the Perth 
metro area including Claremont, Joondalup, 
and Armadale, as police evaluate the tech-
nology’s long-term integration into commu-
nity policing.

Addressing the community concerns 
about public tracking, WA Police Commis-
sioner Col Blanch said the initiative focuses 
on using modern technology responsibly to 
ensure safety while allowing the vast ma-
jority of people to go about their day with 
impact.

“Live facial recognition is about protect-
ing people, not watching people. It is anoth-
er tool to help police find the right people, 
at the right time, for the right reasons,” Mr 
Blanch said.

“This technology is the way forward when 
it comes to supporting frontline policing. 

“It’ll help to get high-risk offenders off the 
streets sooner and reunite vulnerable people 
with safety and care more quickly,” he said.

BRAYDEN MOULD

Facial recognition trial targets Swan

WA Police trial facial recognition cameras, mounted to marked police cars in public spaces.
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EASTERN Metropolitan Regional Council 
(EMRC) has appointed Hua Jer Liew as its new 
chief executive officer, a position he has acted in 
over the past nine months. 

“Jer brings a wealth of experience, having served 
as acting chief executive officer since September 
last year, where he has demonstrated strong, capable 
leadership as well as ensured stability and continu-
ity during a period of transition,” EMRC chair Cr 
Filomena Piffaretti said.

Cr Piffaretti expressed council’s confidence in Mr 
Liew’s leadership, governance acumen, and opera-
tional expertise, which are considered vital for steer-
ing the organisation. 

“His longstanding commitment to the organisation 
is reflected in his tenure as chief financial officer and 
director corporate services since 2010, where he has 
played a pivotal role in strengthening the EMRC’s 
financial position and corporate operations,” he said. 

He said council’s decision to appoint Mr Liew ac-
knowledges not only his significant contribution over 
many years but also his clear vision for the future. 

“His deep organisational knowledge, combined 
with his strategic leadership capabilities, positions 
him well to guide the EMRC into its next chapter,” 
he said. 

Mr Liew said his focus will be on maintaining 
safe, reliable and compliant operations, supported 
by strong environmental, financial and governance 
discipline.

“I look forward to working closely with council, 
our member councils, our dedicated staff and stake-
holders to build shared priorities, strengthen perfor-
mance and deliver positive outcomes for the commu-
nities we serve,” Mr Liew said.

“As the sector evolves, EMRC will continue to 
progress practical and sustainable resource recovery 
outcomes in a disciplined and measured way, pro-

tecting service reliability while building a credible 
and affordable pathway forward.” 

Mr Liew is an experienced executive with over 
two decades of leadership across local government, 
ASX-listed organisations, and strategic consulting. 

During his time at EMRC, he has delivered sig-
nificant improvements in financial performance and 
organisational capability, including strengthening re-
porting frameworks and enhancing risk management 
systems.

He possesses a Bachelor of Commerce as well as 
a Master of Business Administration degree and is a 
Certified Practising Accountant (CPA).

EMRC appoints Liew as new CEO

Malaga made electric 
articulated bus rollout

Hua Jer Liew is EMRC’s new chief execu-
tive officer.

IN a first for Australia, Transperth will introduce 
two Malaga made electric articulated ‘bendy’ 
buses to its fleet. 

The buses are the first of their kind in Australia and 
are being built at Volgren’s Malaga facility, with the 
first unveiled last week. 

The 18-metre buses are around six metres longer 
than a standard Transperth bus and can carry about 
105 seated and standing passengers, compared to 
about 80 on a standard bus. 

The two articulated buses will begin testing on 
routes in Perth’s northern suburbs in the coming 
weeks and are expected to enter service around Au-
gust, providing increased capacity for passengers on 
some of the network’s busiest corridors. 

The buses can recharge in approximately four 
hours and form part of Transperth’s growing electric 
fleet, which includes more than 150 electric buses, 
with around 11 new electric buses entering service 
each month. 

Local electric bus manufacturing is a key part of 
the Cook Labor government’s Made in WA plan to 
diversify the economy and grow local jobs. 

More than 100 local jobs, including 15 apprentic-
es, are supported at Volgren’s Malaga facility – with 
battery electric buses exclusively produced and de-
livered for public transport across Western Australia. 

Transperth’s diesel and compressed natural gas 
bus fleet will gradually be phased out as they reach 
their end of service life. 

The last diesel Transperth bus was manufactured 
more than a year ago, with every new addition to the 
Transperth fleet since being a locally built electric 
bus. 

Shifting bus manufacturing to fully electric fol-

lows on from a $250 million program jointly funded 
by the Australian and WA governments to deliver an 
initial 130 electric buses and associated infrastruc-
ture and bus depot upgrades. 

Upgrades to accommodate EV charging infra-
structure have already been completed at the Malaga 
depot and Elizabeth Quay Bus Station, with work 
underway on a new EV bus depot in Bayswater and 
upgrades at the Karrinyup and Jandakot depots. 

Premier Roger Cook said the Australian-first lo-
cally made articulated buses was another way his 
government was prioritising the diversification of 
WA’s economy. 

“We can keep WA the strongest economy in the 
nation, by making more things here and develop a 
skilled and productive workforce. 

“More than 100 local jobs, including 15 appren-
tices, are supported here at Volgren’s Malaga facil-
ity, working to make Transperth’s fleet greener and 
be part of the energy transition.” 

Transport Minister Rita Saffioti said the govern-
ment was proud to be leading the nation with the 
roll out of the first locally made electric ‘bendy’ 
buses – made right here in WA. 

“These two new buses build on our growing elec-
tric bus fleet, with 11 new electric buses entering 
service each month. 

“Building electric buses locally is a key part of 
our government’s plan to diversify our economy 
and generate long-term jobs for Western Australi-
ans. 

“The transition to locally made electric buses 
is keeping our economy strong while delivering a 
greener, cleaner public transport network for the 
future.” 

Volgren Operations Manager WA Peter McCrory with Premier Roger Cook and deputy Pre-
mier Rita Saffioti.
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MIDLAND domestic violence support provider Indigo 
Junction will receive a funding boost as part of a $3.8 
million state government package aimed at expanding 
counselling and advocacy services for victim-survivors 
across Western Australia.

Indigo Junction is one of 10 community organisations 
sharing in $3.2m over two years to increase access to fami-
ly and domestic violence counselling and advocacy servic-
es, while a further $600,000 has been allocated to regional 
helpline provider DVassist.

Midland MLA Steve Catania said the funding would help 
organisations such as Indigo Junction respond to growing 
demand by increasing their capacity to support women and 
children affected by family and domestic violence.

“Family and domestic violence counselling and advoca-
cy services like those provided by Indigo Junction assist 
adults, young people and children to find solutions to both 
practical and personal problems that have arisen where 
family and domestic violence has occurred or is likely to 
occur,” he said.

“This additional funding boosts capacity in this crucial 
service group and will enable organisations to employ 

more qualified counselling and advocacy staff to meet de-
mand and provide timely support to women and children.”

Mr Catania said he had seen the impact family and do-
mestic violence had on the Midland community during his 
time as the local member.

“As the Member for Midland, I hear from people who 
have been affected by family and domestic violence and I 
see the impact of the work of local organisations like Indi-
go Junction,” he said.

“What stands out is that domestic violence is often hid-
den and complex, and many victim-survivors require sup-
port over a long period of time to feel safe and rebuild their 
lives.

“Indigo Junction’s work reinforces the importance of 
early support and compassion. If we want to change out-
comes, we need to recognise the warning signs and ensure 
people know where to go for help.”

Mr Catania thanked Indigo Junction for its work support-
ing victim-survivors in the Midland community.

“This funding ensures services like Indigo Junction can 
continue to support victim-survivors in accessing safe and 
compassionate support close to home,” he said.

THREE genetic research projects are under-
way, which will lay sound foundations to de-
velop new high performance, resilient canola 
varieties. 

The Department of Primary Industries and Re-
gional Development (DPIRD) is leading a frost 
project and collaborating with its NSW coun-
terpart on acidic soils and biomass conversion 
research, all backed by Grains Research and De-
velopment Corporation (GRDC) co-investment.  

Canola is Australia’s third largest crop by val-
ue and the most important break crop for cereals, 
producing oil for human consumption, as well as 
plant material for biodiesel production and ani-
mal feed. 

The ‘Reducing the frost sensitivity of canola 
in Australia’ project aims to identify frost toler-
ant germplasm that will help boost the yield of 
crops subject to frost conditions by more than 
four per cent.

DPIRD research scientist Brenton Leske said 
the project would assess the genetic diversity of 

Australian and international open pollinated and 
hybrid varieties.

“This research will help develop a complete 
understanding of where the greatest frost effects 
are to improve screening for canola frost toler-
ance,” Dr Leske said.

“Trials will be undertaken in multiple frost 
prone areas across Australia to develop more 
frost tolerant varieties.”

The ‘Development of genetic selection tools 
for improved canola acid soils tolerance’ re-
search objective is to expand the area suitable 
for canola production and increase yields by 1.5 
per cent. 

Department research scientist Rosemary 
Smith said developing varieties with acid soils 
tolerance could be an effective means of over-
coming the constraint.  

“The first phase of this work, undertaken 
by NSW DPIRD, will identify the genes and 
genomic regions associated with acid soils tol-
erance, which will test candidate lines under a 

range of Australian conditions,” Ms Smith said.
“The project team will develop screening 

methods to be made available to canola breed-
ers and pre-breeding entities, validated by glass-
house and field trails.

“The end result will enable the development 
of high yielding canola varieties with improved 
acid soil tolerance for targeted production.”

The ‘Determining source to sink relationships 
in canola and identifying exploitable genetic 
diversity’ project aims to identify the traits that 
increase and stabilise the conversion of canola 
biomass to grain yield. 

The research will deliver valuable information 
on traits that influence the ratio between yield 
and biomass – known as the Harvest Index – and 
the interactions between them. 

This includes physiological traits such as plant 
emergence, shoot biomass, flowering, plant 
height, stem carbohydrates and plant nitrogen.

For more information on these projects visit 
the GRDC website. 

Indigo Junction chief executive officer Sharon Gough 
speaking about the funding.

DPIRD research scientist Rose-
mary Smith and the department’s 
team are working on three genet-
ics projects to lay foundations 
for improved canola yields.

Indigo Junction funding to assist FDV survivors

Canola genetics research paving the way to new and improved varieties
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THE Albanese government has allocated fund-
ing to protect and conserve one of Australia’s 
most significant industrial heritage sites, the 
No 1 Pump Station in Minderinjy at the foot of 
Mundaring Weir.

The pump station is significant as it is the first 
of eight steam-powered stations that pumped 
water from the Perth Hills 560 km inland to the 
Kalgoorlie Goldfields – an internationally recog-
nised engineering feat.

Under Round 8 of the Australian Heritage 
Grants program, the National Trust of Australia 
(WA) is receiving $41,800 to address urgent con-
servation issues for the historic building, guided 
by an updated conservation management plan, so 
visitors can continue to access the site and appre-
ciate its heritage values.

The funding forms part of the Albanese govern-
ment’s ongoing commitment to protect, repair and 
manage Australia’s nationally significant heritage 

places. 
Australia is home to 126 outstanding Indige-

nous, natural and historic sites on the national 
heritage list, and the government is working with 
communities across the country to preserve these 
places for future generations and ensure the sto-
ries they tell continue to be shared.

Bullwinkel MP Trish Cook said the pump sta-
tion was a hidden gem of history right here in 
Bullwinkel.

“This funding is warmly welcomed by our com-
munity, who embrace the unique heritage of the 
Mundaring Weir,” she said. 

“Every day, families and visitors come to 
Mundaring Weir to connect with our history. 
This investment from the Albanese government 
ensures the pump station remains a safe, vibrant 
and accessible place where people can continue to 
learn about the incredible stories that shaped our 
region.”

Funding for Mundaring’s No 1 pump station

Federal funding has been given to the historic Mundaring No 1 Pump Station. (Inset) His-
torical shots of the pump station circa 1901.

Swan Harmony Choir celebrates its long community association

FOR almost three decades, the Swan 
Harmony Choir has been a familiar 
part of the Midland cultural scene.

Now based at the historic Old Midland 
Courthouse, the choir was founded in 
Guildford in 1997 with a notice placed 
by Swan councillor Margaret Kidson in 
Echo News on May 17 inviting locals to 
come and sing.

Over the years, the choir (now known as 
the Swan Harmony Singers), has contin-
ued its long association with Echo News 
and returns to its original birthplace at the 
Mechanics’ Institute in Guildford later 
this month for a members only homecom-
ing rehearsal and history showcase.

Swan Harmony Singers’ spokesperson 
Katherine Powell said there would be a 
special unveiling of the original, hand 
painted advertising banner carrying the 
Echo News logo from 1997 at the re-
hearsal, such is the choir’s long connec-
tion with this newspaper.

Around 40 members currently make 
up the main choir supported by a small-
er ensemble known as the Cygnets, with 
both groups performing throughout the 
year at concerts, festivals and community 
events.

Under the musical direction of Rich-
ard Braham, the singers perform a varied 
repertoire that includes jazz, pop, swing, 
folk songs and modern favourites.

The mix of styles ensures there is some-
thing for every audience while providing 
singers with an enjoyable musical chal-
lenge.

“What sets the Swan Harmony Singers 
apart is their welcoming atmosphere,” 
said Ms Powell.

“While some members read music, 
newcomers don’t need formal musical 
training to become involved.

“Instead, enthusiasm, commitment and 
a love of singing are the only real require-
ments.”

The singers also enjoy strong commu-
nity support through partnerships with 

the City of Swan, Midland Public Library 
and the Community Bank Mundaring.

Ms Powell said weekly rehearsals were 
held on Tuesday evenings with prospec-
tive members invited to attend and expe-
rience the choir before joining.

She also issued a callout to any readers 
who may have interacted with the choir 
or been involved with it over the years.

“We are writing a book on the choir’s 
history ahead of our 30th anniversary in 
2027 and would love to hear from anyone 
involved with the choir over that time,” 
she said.

Ms Powell said they would especially 
like to hear from anyone involved in the 
1998 FINA world swimming champion-
ships in Perth where the Swan Harmony 
Choir performed as part of a 600-voice 
massed choir for the opening.

“Our next public concert is in October 
and we are always looking for new mem-
bers,” she said.

For more information go to: www.swan 
harmonysingers.net.au

The original May 1997 founding banner 
featuring Echo News. 

Recent performances by the Swan Harmony Singers.

MIKE PEETERS
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Come along this Sunday to

CHRCH
The only thing missing is “U”

Woodlake Community CentreWoodlake Community CentreEllenbrook Service @ 3pmEllenbrook Service @ 3pm

Faith Baptist Church 
ELLENBROOK
“Reaching People 

for Christ”

ECHO040725L

Woodlake 
Community Centre

Highpoint Blvd

Sundays 3pm
0425 354 159

Pastor:  Pastor: 
Graham ThomasGraham Thomas
Ph: 0425 354 159 Ph: 0425 354 159 

gbcmidland.org.augbcmidland.org.au

Meeting at: Brown Park 
Community Centre – 

Salisbury Rd, 
Swan View

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9.30am

FAMILY WORSHIP: 10.30am

MIDWEEK PRAYER MEETING: 7.00pm
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You can find us at

SCS

WE SHOWCASE 
OUR FASHION TO 

RETIREMENT VILLAGES 
Enquire today!

Come 
say Hi, we 
would love 
to see you!

MIDLAND & WILLETTON

MIDLAND 9274 0429
1 OLD GREAT NORTHERN HWY  I  OPEN 6 DAYS

WILLETTON 9259 1698
  UNIT 2 / 11 AUGUSTA STREET   I  OPEN 6 DAYS   

GIFTGIFT

Winter 
 Sale  ON NOW!

HERNE Hill residents are advocating for a 
shared pathway along Great Northern High-
way between Barrett Street and Haddrill Road.

Shared pathways run from the Great Northern 
Highway intersections with Reid and Roe high-
ways up to Barrett Street, but after Barrett Street 
there is no pedestrian path for about 4km.

Herne Hill resident Jackie Alderton said walk-
ing in that area could be dangerous.

“It’s a busy highway that chucks oversized loads 
of everything that travels down there,” she said.

“There’s no safe place for anyone to walk, and 
it’s a tourist district. 

“There are also schools in the area and if kids 
are walking to school, how are they doing that 
safely?”

Ms Alderton said the community had supported 
her advocacy and saw the pathway as a positive 
investment.

“Everyone is in favour of it and has commented 
on the lack of a shared pathway and safe passage 
from one end of Great Northern Highway to the 
other, especially because we are in the Swan Val-
ley wine region.”

Ms Alderton and other residents initially con-
tacted City of Swan about this, but were then no-
tified by a council member that the responsibili-
ty for Great Northern Highway rests with Main 
Roads WA.

“The state government said they are improving 
safety near other schools,” Ms Alderton said.

“They are doing road and pedestrian upgrades, 
so it would be great if they could extend that to 
this area.”

“I understand things take time but if they com-
mit to making changes and making it safer, the 
commitment alone will be a good start.”

As documented in Potential rat-run concerns 
along GNH (Echo News, February 6, 2025), Main 
Roads brought the speed limit down from 80km/h 
to 70km/h in that area.

Ms Alderton recently contacted Swan Hills 
MLA Michelle Maynard, and hopes to receive a 
response soon.

“You should be able to walk between the win-
eries, particularly if you’ve been drinking. They 
don’t want you driving, do they? You can even 
be fined for riding a bike while drunk, so why 
wouldn’t they want you walking?” Ms Alderton 
said.

Echo News reached out to Main Roads WA for 
comment.

Shared pathway for Herne Hill

Residents say the lack of a shared pathway 
along this section of Great Northern Highway 
is a safety concern. Picture: Camila Egus-
quiza Santa Cruz

KADS Theatre vandalism increasing

MEMBERS of KADS Theatre are concerned 
about a rise in vandalism at the theatre’s veranda.

Originally built as a church in 1928 the theatre is 
a heritage-listed building owned by the City of Kal-
amunda.

KADS Theatre president Fi Livings said the van-
dalism has caused significant damage to the veranda.

“Basically, what they’ve done is they’ve set fires 
on the veranda, smoked cigarettes and put the butts 
through the gaps of the veranda floor and burnt the 
wood floor,” she said.

“They’ve put ice cream all over the windows and 
every day there’s rubbish. 

“Now we’re having tables and chairs taken from 
other areas of the mall and put on the veranda. 

“They’ve put holes in the roof, torn down blinds, 
broken the balustrade, which we had to get fixed two 
or three times, and the back door, where the scene 
dock is, has been broken a couple of times.”

The theatre is run by volunteers, who have to de-
vote a lot of their time to maintenance.

“Audiences don’t really see it because we make 
sure it’s clean and tidy before they come, but it’s a 
lot of work every day,” Ms Livings said.

“It died down for about a year and then in the last 
18 months, it’s ramped up again really badly.”

Ms Livings said they have contacted the police and 
the city to assist with the issue.

“They came and said there’s not really anything 
they can do as we have no footage of the vandalism,” 
she said.

“We asked (the city) if we could put security 
cameras in, get some CCTV and they said, no, we 
couldn’t.

“I would like to enclose that whole veranda and 
make it secured so not everyone can get into it. But 
for starters, I just would like to get CCTV going so 
we’ve got something that we can actually show the 
police when it happens.”

A spokesperson from the City of Kalamunda said 
that the city is aware of reports of vandalism and 
takes incidents of this nature seriously.

“As the owner of this heritage-listed facility, the 
city has been liaising with KADS Theatre to under-
stand the issues being experienced and will increase 
routine ranger patrols of the area where operationally 
possible, while continuing to work with WA Police 
regarding any reported anti-social behaviour,” the 
spokesperson said. 

“The installation of CCTV at the site has been con-
sidered previously; however, there are currently no 
plans to install CCTV. 

“The use of CCTV is assessed on a case-by-case 
basis, taking into account factors such as effective-
ness, operational requirements, privacy considera-
tions and the circumstances of each location.”

For Ms Livings, preserving the theatre is important 
for the community.

“We’ve got people who’ve been coming to the the-
atre for 30 years to see shows,” she said.

“We really want to preserve it. We’ve done so 
much work on the inside – new carpets, new stage 
floor, new lighting. It’s just the outside that’s pretty 
abysmal.”

KADS Theatre had some of their chairs stolen during outdoor functions. Pictures: Camila 
Egusquiza Santa Cruz

CAMILA EGUSQUIZA SANTA CRUZ

CAMILA EGUSQUIZA SANTA CRUZ
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KEEP DRY & WARMKEEP DRY & WARM AVELEY and Ballajura primary schools are 
among 97 public schools around WA to benefit 
from the first round of the state government’s 
supporting school canteens program.

Applications for the small funding stream were 
for projects up to $50,000 with first round recipi-
ents sharing in more than $2.3 million of funding.

The funding will support practical improve-
ments including new equipment and minor in-
frastructure upgrades to better serve their school 
communities.

Aveley Primary School principal Natalie Brace-
girdle said the school was excited to announce its 
funding success, which provided an opportunity 
to further enhance the healthy food options avail-
able to their students and families.

“Working in partnership with our dedicated 
P&C who proudly operate our school canteen, the 
grant will support improvements that expand our 
range of fresh, nutritious and affordable menu op-
tions while strengthening the long-term sustaina-
bility of the service,” Ms Bracegirdle said.

“Healthy eating plays an important role in stu-
dent wellbeing, helping children stay energised, 
focused and ready to learn.

“The enhanced menu will also provide greater 
convenience for busy families by offering quality 
recess and lunch choices that students enjoy.

“We are looking forward to working with the 
P&C to implement these exciting improvements 
over the coming months.”

Ballajura Community College acting principal 
Jason Tomlinson said the college intended to use 
the funding to purchase two large commercial 
display fridges and two large commercial freezers 
for their canteen.

“The canteen is operated by an external pro-
vider and provides students and staff with a wide 
range of food options five days a week,” Mr Tom-
linson said.

“This funding will enable us to further enhance 
an already well-established service by increasing 
refrigeration and freezer capacity and supporting 

our ability to continue meeting the needs of our 
students.

“Once installed, the new equipment will re-
place a display fridge currently on loan from the 
college’s hospitality learning area, allowing it to 
be returned for student use.

“The additional freezer capacity will also sup-
port the canteen in storing a greater range and 
quantity of healthy food options and improve the 
efficiency and sustainability of the canteen’s op-
eration.

“This will ensure students continue to have ac-
cess to nutritious, affordable food throughout the 
school day.”

NORTHAM residents submitted a petition to the shire 
calling for greater transparency around a proposed 
cryptocurrency mining facility as they urge a planning 
framework review. 

At its June 17 ordinary council meeting, councillors 
unanimously voted to receive the petition and refer it to 
chief executive officer Debbie Terelinck for consideration. 

Organiser Amber Balfour-Cunningham said the petition 
sought greater public reporting, policy review and com-
munity engagement rather than asking council to oppose 
the proposal.

“The petition does not ask council to prejudge the is-
sue,” she said.

“It asks council to provide the community with clear 
information and to consider whether the current planning 
framework adequately deals with data centres, crypto 
mining server centres, or similar intensive technology in-
frastructure.”  

The petition requests council prepare a public report 
identifying approved, proposed and publicly known data 
centre developments, hold a community information fo-
rum, review its planning processes and write to the plan-
ning minister seeking amendments to planning legislation 
where public consultation would be required for major 
data centre developments.” 

Ms Balfour-Cunningham said the term “data centre” 
was being used in its ordinary public sense to describe 
facilities housing computer servers, including those used 
for cryptocurrency mining.

She said although the proposed development at 239 Yil-
garn Avenue had been approved as a warehouse or storage 
use under the local planning framework, development as-
sessment documents for another proposal at the site re-
ferred to a “crypto mining server centre”.

“The concern is not only the planning label applied to 
the approval, but the actual nature, scale, servicing re-
quirements and community impacts of this type of facili-
ty,” she said. 

Ms Balfour-Cunningham said residents wanted an open 
and balanced public meeting where the community could 
better understand what had been approved, what infra-
structure might be required and how similar proposals 

would be managed in future.
She said issues such as electricity demand, noise, cool-

ing requirements, emergency management and cumula-
tive impacts warranted further public discussion.

“The community is not asking council to be anti-devel-
opment,” she said.

“It’s asking council to make sure the development is 
properly assessed and supported by an appropriate plan-
ning framework.”  

Earlier in the meeting, Mrs Terelinck said the develop-
ment application related to the storage of servers for cryp-
tocurrency mining and had therefore been approved as a 
warehouse under the planning framework. 

She also said that monitoring power and water usage 
was not a planning consideration under the legislation 

governing the application.
The officer report noted that receiving the petition did 

not determine the planning issues raised and that the mat-
ter would instead be considered administratively follow-
ing referral to the chief executive officer.  

The petition’s receipt comes on the back of months of 
scrutiny by Ms Balfour-Cunningham over what the new 
centre would mean for the region. 

As reported in Northam industrial hub opening delayed 
(Echo News, June 19), the new AvonWest logistics and en-
terprise hub isn’t scheduled to open until the end of 2027.

In the report, Procon Developments Australia corporate 
affairs and business development director Mia Davies said 
the site’s design incorporated water harvesting so it could 
reduce its reliance on potable water supplies in the area.

MIKE PEETERS

Northam petition calls for data centre transparency

School canteen funding 
assists primary schools

Artists’ impression of the AvonWest subdivision - a potential data centre site. Picture: Procon Developments

Student Amir Al Attar, parent Kate Nordahl, 
Kim Pieri (canteen manager) and student Ruby 
Pinder.

GUANHAO CHENG
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The City of Kalamunda is lifting the 
lid on how local government works.

Scan to view the 
latest episode!

Notice of Making of
Local Law
Local Government Act 1995 [s. 3.12(6)]

The Council of the City of Kalamunda resolved on 23 June 2026 to make the 
Activities in Thoroughfares and Public Places Local Law 2026.
The local law has been published in the Government Gazette on 7 July 2026 
and comes into operation on Tuesday, 21 July 2026.  

Purpose
The purpose of the local law is to provide for the regulation, management 
and control of activities on thoroughfares and public places throughout
the district.

Effect
The effect of this local law is that any person being on or in a thoroughfare 
or a public place in the district must comply with the requirements of the 
local law.
The local law is published on the City’s website: www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au 
and can be inspected at the City of Kalamunda Administration Centre at 2 
Railway Road, Kalamunda and City libraries during normal opening hours.

Anthony Vuleta
Chief Executive O�cer

Midland abattoir demolition disappointment

MIDLAND and Districts Historical Society and 
local residents are disappointed that demolition 
has begun at the former Midland abattoir in 
Bellevue.

The abattoir began operations between 1914 and 
1915 and became a major employer for many lo-
cals in the area until its closure in 1981.

Midland and Districts Historical Society chair 
Matt Pavlinovich said the site is an important part 
of Midland’s history.

“Throughout its time, it had thousands of em-
ployees, and it served its purpose for the state’s 
meat industry,” he said.

“There was another abattoir near Fremantle then, 
but our one in Midland was a lot larger and em-
ployed a lot more people, so that’s why we feel that 
something needs to be left of it since it was there 
for such a long time.”

The site was later purchased by Brickworks.
“Brickworks had Austral Bricks there, but it shut 

down in 2022 and a year later they withdrew (man-
ufacturing) from WA. So, this land for them is now 
surplus and they just want to get rid of it,” Mr Pav-
linovich said.

“They’ve fenced everything up and demolition 
signs are being put up. 

“They haven’t demolished the office (building) 
yet, but all the factories are being cleared as we 
speak.”

In 1948, the former administration and stores 
building was constructed, and when the abattoir 
closed in 1981, it was one of the few buildings that 
remained and was used as an administration and 
sales office.

“In 2024, we lodged an application with the State 
Heritage Office of WA, asking for the office build-
ing to be assessed and for it to be put on the state 
heritage list,” Mr Pavlinovich said. 

“They came back and told us that though it had 

some cultural significance, it did not warrant an as-
sessment of the building and that it was unlikely to 
meet the threshold for entry on the state heritage 
list.”

The building was later assessed by an independ-
ent consultant as part of the City of Swan local her-
itage survey (LHS) in 2026.

According to the City of Swan’s April ordinary 
council meeting agenda, the building was assigned 
an advertised LHS category 2 and a recommended 
LHS category 4.

An advertised category is released for public con-
sultation and provides land holders, local residents 
and stakeholders the opportunity to give feedback 
or object to the advertised category.

While the recommended category reflects the as-
sessment made by heritage consultants and council 
staff after considering submissions.

“Being a category 1 or 2 is sufficient enough to 
include it on the state heritage list, not just the local 
council one,” Mr Pavlinovich said.

He said the demolition was costing the commu-
nity a piece of Midland’s history and that he was 
disappointed alternatives did not appear to have 
been explored.

“Considering this land is zoned industrial with 
possible commercial use, it could have easily been 
kept, and it could have been re-adapted for some-
thing else like an office space,” he said.

“If there isn’t anything left, all we’re going to be 
able to tell the story of is through photographs. 

“Other than that, it’s just going to be wiped off 
the map like it never existed, which is sad.” 

The current owners have the property for sale.
Mr Pavlinovich hopes future owners consider the 

site’s historical significance. 
“I hope in the future that the site’s history is in-

terpreted, whether through public art, signage or 
another form of interpretation, to recognise what 
was on the site for so long, and the contribution it 
made to Midland and WA.”

The former administration and stores building at the Midland abattoir was constructed 
in 1948 and is now facing demolition. Picture: Midland and Districts Historical Society.
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MIDLAND detectives are appealing for pub-
lic assistance as they continue to investigate 
a vehicle fire that occurred in Ellenbrook on 
Sunday, May 31. 

About 9.40pm, an unknown person poured an 
accelerant onto a black Toyota Hilux parked on 
Maffina Parade and set it on fire. 

Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
personnel attended and extinguished the blaze. 

No injuries were reported. 
As inquires continue, investigators are ap-

pealing for anyone who was in the vicinity of 

Maffina Parade between 9.00pm and 10.00pm 
and may have seen any suspicious persons, 
vehicles or activity to contact Crime Stoppers 
via www.crimestopperswa.com.au or by call-
ing 1800 333 000. Reports can be made anon-
ymously. 

Anyone with CCTV, dash-cam or mobile 
phone vision from around the time of the inci-
dent can upload the footage directly to inves-
tigators via the following link: https://wapf.
au.evidence.com/axon/community-request/
public/310526214518603

Ellenbrook vehicle fire investigation continues

OFFICERS from the major crash investiga-
tion section are investigating a serious crash 
that occurred in Midland on Saturday, July 4. 

About 4.40pm, an unknown male riding a 
bicycle on the footpath of Morrison Road and 
a 64-year-old female walking across Mathoura 
Street were involved in a collision. 

The 64-year-old woman sustained serious in-
juries as a result of the collision and was con-
veyed by ambulance to St John of God Midland 
Hospital, before being transferred to Royal Perth 
Hospital for further medical treatment. 

The unknown male stopped to render assis-
tance before riding away prior to the arrival of 
emergency services. 

Inquiries to locate the male are ongoing. 

Major crash officers examined the scene and 
are appealing for witnesses, or anyone with dash-
cam footage, who saw a cyclist riding on the in-
correct side of Morrison Road near Mathoura 
Street, Midland at the time of the incident. 

Officers would also like to speak to the male 
driver of a Landcruiser Prado that stopped at 
the scene and spoke to the unknown male rider 
shortly after the incident. 

Anyone with information is urged to report to 
Crime Stoppers via www.crimestopperswa.com 

Dash-cam or mobile phone vision relating 
to this crash can uploaded directly to investi-
gators via the following link: https://wapf.au. 
evidence.com/axon/community-request/public/
mathourastmidland

Midland serious crash is under investigation
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A NEW research project that builds on pioneer-
ing trials confirming native flies could be used as 
alternative pollinators of horticulture crops was 
profiled at the recent WA Avocado Grower re-
gional forum in Manjimup last week.

The project will examine pathways to manage na-
tive fly crop pollination – helping future proof Aus-
tralian horticulture production, in the face of declin-
ing honey bee populations and biosecurity threats. 

The work expands on the initial ‘Managing flies 
for crop pollination’ project, led by the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD) together with a range of collaborative part-
ners, backed by Hort Innovation co-investment.

Four of the most promising native fly species for 
commercial pollination will be examined, including 
the drone fly (Eristalis tenax), golden native drone 
fly (Eristalinus punctulatus), western blue-bodied 
blowfly (Calliphora dubia) and European blue-bottle 
blowfly (C. vicina).

Scientists will evaluate the risk, costs and benefits, 
as well as explore potential partners and options for 
large scale rearing and deployment of native flies for 
horticultural pollination.

The new five-year project is led by commercial ap-
plied research and seed technology provider SeedPu-
rity and includes collaborators from the University 
of New England and DPIRD. 

DPIRD research scientist David Cook said a key 
component of the WA research was to examine meth-
odologies and technology to rear native fly popula-
tions for managed release.

“Our team will investigate deployment and reten-
tion strategies to keep flies in the target crop, such 
as sterilisation and the deployment of slow-release 
lures, which will be developed in collaboration with 
the WA ChemCentre,” Dr Cook said.

“The WA research will also examine diet options 
to match fly size with flower development to opti-
mise pollination, as smaller adults cost less to feed 
and do not disperse as far.  

“We will also look at modifying orchard habitats 
to attract and sustain a wider variety of flies and oth-
er insect pollinating species, including border plant-
ings, interrow plantings and artificial ponds to aid the 
development of hover fly larvae on farm.”

Sterile flies will be used in the research to mitigate 
any potential risks and to evaluate environmental im-
pacts associated with releasing commercially reared 
native flies. 

While the previous research proved native flies 
could successfully pollinate avocados, cherries and 
vegetable seeds, this new research will be extend-
ed to evaluate their performance in apple and pear 
orchards.

The project will also examine native fly pollina-

tion potential in crops grown under cover, such as 
netting, which does not typically favour bee foraging 
and pollination. 

Dr Cook said the native flies pollination option of-
fered significant logistical flexibility for commercial 
use, with numbers quickly scalable in just 10 to 14 
days from egg to adult, as well as cost benefits.

“DPIRD’s work revealed an economic advantage 
of employing native flies for pollination, with the 
cost of rearing one million blow flies just one-quar-
ter the cost of supplying one million honey bees in 
hives,” he said.

“We anticipate the fly numbers released will be 
upped to twice that of bees, which still makes them 
an economically viable option.”

The WA research is already underway, with pilot 
fly rearing facilities established at DPIRD’s Janda-
kot site, as well as a commercial rearing facility in 
Tasmania.

Pollination is vital to the success of many fruit and 
vegetable crops, with pollination-dependant crops in 
Australia worth almost $6 billion per year.

Hort Innovation R&D general manager Anthony 
Kachenko said pollination underpins Australia’s hor-
ticulture production and protecting it is critical.

“Pollination is fundamental to the productivity and 
profitability of Australia’s horticulture industries,” 
Dr Kachenko said.

“This research highlights the role native flies could 
play as part of a broader, multi‑pronged approach to 
safeguarding pollination, helping give growers more 
options to manage risk now and into the future.”

For more information on the role of flies as polli-
nators of horticulture crops visit dpird.wa.gov.au and 
search for ‘native flies’, while details on the ‘Manag-
ing flies for crop pollination’ project is available on 
the Hort Innovation website. 

DPIRD research scientist Dr David Cook 
is building on WA research that confirmed 
native flies showed potential as an effec-
tive alternative for horticulture pollination. 

Forum profiles the latest buzz 
on native fly pollination study

A 61-year-old Bullsbrook man has been 
fined $28,000 and banned from being 
in charge of an animal for 10 years af-
ter being found guilty of animal cruelty 
for starving six horses and leaving two 
of them to also suffer untreated health 
issues.

He was also found guilty of failing to 
comply with a written direction notice and 
for twice giving an RSPCA WA inspector 
false information. 

In addition to the fines, the offender has 
also been ordered to pay $98,299 in care 
and legal costs.

The Armadale Magistrates Court heard 
an RSPCA WA inspector attended a proper-
ty in Kenwick in June 2024 after receiving 
a cruelty report about the thoroughbreds. 

She found them in very poor body condi-
tion; there was no food or hay available and 
minimal grass.

The offender was issued a written di-
rection notice to provide the horses with 
proper and sufficient food which he failed 
to comply with.

He also gave the inspector false infor-
mation during her investigation namely 
saying he had moved them to a property 
with lots of natural grass; that they were 
receiving constant hay and pellets and all 
looked much better, and by sending what 
he claimed were current photos of the hors-
es looking in reasonable body condition but 
that were, in fact, taken much earlier.

Further information received led RSPCA 
WA inspectors to attend a second Kenwick 

property where they found all six horses 
emaciated with the outline of their ribs, 
hips, spine and pelvis bones visible. 

There wasn’t any hay or feed available, 
and the paddock was completely dry with 
no roughage available.

The six horses were seized and taken to 
Baldivis Vet Hospital where examinations 
revealed varying conditions including ex-
treme emaciation, lice infestation, a high 
worm burden, dehydration, overgrown 
hooves, and liver disease as a result of eat-
ing toxic plants, something the examining 
vet said horses do in high amounts when 
there is little alternative food available.

One of the horses was humanely euth-
anised when his liver disease did not re-
spond to treatment. 

A second horse, who had failed to thrive 
in foster care, was euthanised in March this 
year after suffering a major seizure, possi-
bly from the continued impact of her liver 
disease. The others have recovered in foster 
care.

In sentencing, magistrate Mark Milling-
ton said the offender’s assertion that the 
horses were not underweight was “fanci-
ful” and “bordering on delusional”, later 
adding, “from what I’ve seen throughout 
the trial is that [the offender] struggles with 
the truth”.

“The state of the horses are a disgrace…
it is disgusting,” he said.

RSPCA WA inspector manager Kylie 
Green said this was a shocking case of ne-
glect.

“This offender was given the knowledge 
and opportunity to make sure his horses 
were healthy, but he chose to ignore it and 
lied to the inspector while the horses con-
tinued to suffer,” she said.

“It is difficult to comprehend someone 
going to such lengths to hide the truth of 
the appalling state of their animals rather 
than caring for them properly.”

The maximum penalty for a conviction 
of animal cruelty is a $50,000 fine and five 
years in prison. The maximum penalty for 
each of the other convictions is $20,000 
and one year in prison.

The RSPCA relies on the community to 
report incidents of suspected cruelty and 
neglect. Report cruelty on 1300 CRUELTY 
(1300 278 358) or at rspcawa.org.au

A Bullsbrook horse owner has been convicted of animal cruelty and or-
dered to pay more than $125,000.

Bullsbrook horse owner to pay over $125k for animal cruelty
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TIME is running out to recognise communi-
ty landcare champions with less than a month 
remaining until nominations close for the 2026 
State and Territory Landcare Awards.

Landcare Australia is calling on communities to 
shine a light on the local people and groups making 
a real difference to the health of our land, water and 
environment.

Who in your community deserves recognition?
It could be a farmer improving soil health and bi-

odiversity on their property, a volunteer who’s spent 
years restoring a local reserve, a landcare, bushcare 
or rivercare group making a difference, a Tradition-
al Owner or First Nations organisation caring for 
Country, a teacher inspiring students through envi-
ronment projects, or a young person leading posi-
tive change in their community.

Many landcarers do this work quietly and consist-
ently, often over many years, so a nomination is a 
simple but powerful way to say their work matters. 

The awards celebrate the people helping create a 
more resilient future for Australia.

Anyone can put forward a nomination — whether 
it’s for yourself, someone you know, or a group do-
ing great things in your community. 

Landcare Australia chief executive officer Dr 
Shane Norrish said every community has people 
who turn up, get their hands dirty and keep going 
because they care deeply about the environment 
around them. 

“All it takes is one nomination for someone to 
be recognised for their efforts. This isn’t just about 
saying thank you, a landcare award can help elevate 
people’s voices, strengthen their mission and open 
doors to new opportunities. 

“Nominating is quick, free and incredibly impact-
ful.”

Nominations close Friday, July 31.
For more information or to nominate please go to 

www.landcareaustralia.org.au/awards

Merri Creek management committee’s litter clean-up event won an award last year.

Nominations closing for landcare awards

Young Binar athlete fundraiser

MIDLAND basketball player Christine Blur-
ton is raising money to attend the Asia Pacific 
Cup in Singapore.

Ms Blurton will represent Midland-based not-
for-profit Indigenous youth organisation Binar 
at the tournament.

The 15-year-old was selected to participate in 
the event based on her strong leadership quali-
ties and commitment.

“I found out about it when I was down at bas-
ketball,” Ms Blurton said.

“It was told to me secretly then as it is invite 
only. I was just very shocked. 

“And because I couldn’t tell anyone yet, I had 
to try and like hold my reaction in, but as soon 
as I got home, I was just so happy.”

Ms Blurton’s mother, Melody Bolton, said the 
family was excited about the opportunity, but 
their current financial situation was making it 
difficult to afford the trip.

“I didn’t realise how much it would be. We 
have to pay for the flights, food and other travel 

arrangements such as getting Christine a pass-
port,” Ms Bolton said.

Ms Bolton started a GoFundMe campaign 
online for her daughter and is hoping to raise 
$3200.

Ms Blurton is hoping this opportunity will 
open doors for her future.

“I’m hoping that it would help me grow,” she 
said.

“I really want to work for Binar in the future 
as a mentor.

“I really want to help the younger kids through 
coaching or helping them refine their skills.”

Ms Bolton said she hoped their journey could 
inspire others to pursue similar opportunities.

“Christine and I don’t come from a particular-
ly well-off family, so I hope people can see us 
and see that it is possible – that they can aspire 
to do things like this themselves and stick with it 
because eventually it will pay off.”

The Asia Pacific Cup will take place in Oc-
tober and will feature teams from 17 countries. 

Donations to support Ms Blurton’s attendance 
can be made via https://gofund.me/4cd5eab83 

Christine Blurton (right) plays for Binar Futures’ XXCEL League on Thursdays. 
Picture: Binar Futures
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Northam bird flu vigilance urged
THE Shire of Northam communi-
ty is asked to assist with surveil-
lance for H5 bird flu.

No cases have been identified in 
the area to date, but residents who 
see sick or dead birds or marine 
mammals should avoid them and not 
handle them.

Residents are encouraged to re-
cord and take photos or a video and 
report to the Emergency Animal Dis-
ease Hotline on 1800 675 888.

Northam residents are being en-
couraged to take steps to keep pets 
away from wildlife, including pre-
venting cats from roaming and keep-
ing dogs on leads in wildlife areas. 

Residents that own, care for, or 
work with birds, are being advised 
to prevent wild birds from mingling 
with your birds and accessing their 
feed and water, keep pens, aviaries, 
feeders and equipment clean, and 
wash hands thoroughly with soap 
before and after handling birds.

More information about H5 bird 
flu is available at birdflu.gov.au

As of July 6, Australia has had 
six detections of H5 bird flu in wild 
birds confirmed by CSIRO’s Aus-
tralian Centre for Disease Prepared-
ness (ACDP).

There are four confirmed in WA,  
but there is no evidence of any mass 
mortality and the risk to human 
health remains low according to the 
Centre for Disease Control (CDC). 

Information released by the CDC 
said there was no vaccine available, 
and people should take steps to pre-
vent bird flu.

According to the CDC, preventa-
tive steps include getting an annual 
flu vaccination which does not pro-
tect against bird flu infection but 
reduces the risk of getting sick with 
human flu and bird flu at the same 
time.

The risk of common human flu vi-
ruses and bird flu viruses mixing to 
create a more dangerous influenza 
virus also reduces after vaccination, 
according to the centre. 

The centre also advised thorough-
ly cooking meat and eggs before 
eating, regularly checking the health 
advice on Smartraveller for any-
one travelling overseas and alerting 
health professionals if symptoms 
arise within 10 days of contact with 
sick or dead birds while abroad.

General enquiries about H5 bird 
flu can be emailed to H5birdflu@
dpird.wa.gov.au

H5 bird flu has been detected in Perth for the first time as a giant 
petrel was presumed positive on July 6.
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ENTERTAINMENT  
& GIG GUIDE

Your local Gig Guide
 Fri July 10
Settlers House York
Nick Childs
From 5pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York 

Woodbridge Hotel
Deadly Woodbines
From 8pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Parkerville Tavern
Kevin Curran
From 5.30pm, Free
6 Owen Road  
Parkerville 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
TJ ODonovan
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 Sat July 11
Woodbridge Hotel
Touché
From 8pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Parkerville Tavern
Claudia Tripp
From 5.30pm, Free
6 Owen Road  
Parkerville 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Bill Chidgzey
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 
 Sun July 12
Settlers House York
Back Verandah Band
12pm-3pm, Free
125 Avon Terrace, York

Parkerville Tavern
Jump the Gun Duo 
From 3pm, Free
6 Owen Road  
Parkerville

Woodbridge Hotel
Briann Finn
From 3pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Chidlow Tavern
The Lowdown
12.30–3.30pm, Free
4 Thomas St Chidlow

Sun July 12 Cont. 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Coastal Drift Trio
4pm-7pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

  Tues July 14
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Smooth Groove
6pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Parkerville Tavern
Next Generation 
Karaoke
From 3pm, Free
6 Owen Road  
Parkerville 

Woodbridge Hotel
Ravenswing
From 6pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

 Wed July 15
Chidlow Tavern
Wednesday Night  
Jam Session
From 7pm, Free
4 Thomas St Chidlow 

Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Acoustic Open Mic 
Night Presented by 
Fenton and Friends
6pm-9pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

 Thu July 16
Mahogany Inn & 
Distillery
Neil Adams
5.30pm-8.30pm, Free
4260 Great Eastern Hwy 
Mahogany Creek

Woodbridge Hotel
The Pointy Heads
From 6pm, Free
50 East St, Guildford

Promote your event

SCAN ME
ENTERTAINMENT 
& GIG GUIDE

Contact Peter for more information  
on 9374 6605 or peter.lewis@echo-news.com

www.echonewspaper.com.au

MIKE PEETERS
THE fifth annual Brabham NAI-
DOC family fun day is on Saturday 
July 11 at Honeycomb Park in Brab-
ham.

This year’s theme is ‘50 Years of 
Deadly’ and marks the milestone 50th 
anniversary of the annual event.

There will be a vibrant program in-
cluding Welcome to Country, a smok-
ing ceremony, flag raising, traditional 
dance performances, live entertain-
ment, cultural workshops, community 
stalls, children’s activities, interactive 
cultural experiences and bush tucker 
tastings.

According to City of Swan co-or-
ganiser Karen Hayden, the event will 
offer many meaningful opportunities 
for the community to engage with and 
celebrate Aboriginal culture.

“There is also free coffee and ice 
cream for the first 100 people attend-
ing and entertainment including the 
Aboriginal dance group Midn Marr, 
a Noongar phrase that translates to 
‘dreaming’ in English,” Ms Hayden 
said.

“Led by Neil Coyne the group ac-

tively performs and teaches Noon-
gar culture, language, and dance to 
schools, colleges and the wider com-
munity.

“The Brett Dimer band will also 
perform some country favourites and 
there will be local Aboriginal groups 
with pop up stalls.”

Supported by Karlup Aboriginal 
Corporation, Indigo Junction, the City 

of Swan, Peet Limited and local com-
munity organisations, the free event 
will recognise the strength, resilience, 
achievements and cultures of Aborig-
inal and Torres Strait Island peoples.

The all ages event is on Saturday, 
July 11 from 10am to 2pm at Honey-
comb Park, Sideslip Street, Brabham.

For more information go to: https://
tinyurl.com/yc42rwe2

Swan celebrates NAIDOC week in style

This year marks the milestone 50th anniversary of NAIDOC.

Anime in the Valley returns to Herne Hill
Cosplayers showcasing their homemade character costumes on stage. Pictures: Swan Settlers Markets.

SWAN Settlers Market in Herne Hill will host the up-
coming Anime in the Valley weekend event, serving as 
a gathering for fans of Japanese animation, manga, and 
pop culture.

The two-day event is scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
July 11 and Sunday, July 12 with operating hours running 
from 10am to 4pm.

The free-entry event will accommodate an audience of 
fans, from long-term enthusiasts and hobbyists to casual 
observers and local families looking for weekend entertain-
ment.

Throughout the venue, attendees will find a diverse mar-
ketplace featuring specialised vendors, independent artists, 
and local collectors selling an array of retail items.

Prospective buyers will be able to purchase an assortment 
of merchandise on display, including anime collectables, 
imported Japanese goods, handmade crafts, artistic prints, 
and various fandom apparel. 

Sunday’s itinerary features live musical performances 
from local artists, who will perform covers of popular songs 
from well-known anime series.

Sunday will also host the official cosplay competition, 
with cosplayers invited to dress up and compete in a public 
showcase of fabricated or assembled costumes.

Registration for the competition is free and available on 
the day, with the official judging and stage presentations 
scheduled to commence at 2pm. 

Entrants will compete for three distinct official titles, in-

cluding the best in showdown award, the runner-up place-
ment, and the special judges choice award.

The costume competition is open to participants of all ex-
perience levels, welcoming both veteran costume makers 
and first-time entrants.

Attendees are encouraged to dress as their favourite ani-
me character, though wearing a costume is entirely optional.

To attend, visitors are encouraged to visit Swan Settlers 
Markets located at 124 Lennard Street, Herne Hill.
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We also deal with Veterans’ A�airs 
and all health funds through HICAPS
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Healing 
comes first.

Safety 
comes next.

Learning 
follows.

ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

YEAR 7-10 SEMESTER 2, 2026

parkervillegroveschool.wa.edu.au
Learn more about enrolment:

ADVERTISING FEATURE
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Healthy Living
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Enrolments now open at Parkerville Grove 
Enrolments are now open for Parkerville 
Grove School, a specialist secondary school in 
Parkerville opening Term 3, 2026. 

Delivered by Parkerville Children and Youth 
Care through Parkerville Therapeutic Education 
Services, the school has been designed for young 
people in Years 7 to 10 whose learning has been 
disrupted by trauma or significant adversity. The 
school offers a calm, predictable and supportive 
environment where safety and wellbeing come 
first.

Using a healing-first therapeutic education 
model, the school recognises that young people 
learn best when they feel safe, connected and un-
derstood. Small class sizes, consistent routines 
and strong relationships help students rebuild 
confidence and re-engage with learning at their 
own pace.

Foundation Principal Alice Alibrandi said 
emotional and physical safety are central to the 
school’s approach. 

“When young people feel safe and supported, 

they can begin to reconnect with learning,” Ms 
Alibrandi said. 

In 2026, the school has capacity for up to 60 
students, with enrolments considered on the abil-
ity of the school to meet the educational, wellbe-
ing and therapeutic needs of each young person.

Further information about eligibility and the en-
rolment process, is available at:  www.parkervil 
legroveschool.wa.edu.au 

At Foothills Denture Clinic, denture repairs can 
be done while you wait, and denture relines are 
usually a same day service.

Raynee McArthur is a dental prosthetists’,  
licensed to make all dentures including part acrylic 
and metal dentures.

The clinic is a Medibank Private Members 
Choice Provider and an HBF Members Plus Pro-
vider. Rebates are available from all other health 
funds and we also deal with Veterans Affairs and 
offer pensioner discounts. 

Special arrangements can be made for country 
clients to reduce the number of visits.

The team are happy to discuss any difficulty or 

query you may have with your denture – free of 
charge – and offer a professional service at a rea-
sonable price. 

For a free quote call 9250 1733.

Personalised & Professional Service at Foothills Denture Clinic
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A selection of solid metal fire pits 
ready for a new home. Strong, rustic 

and full of character. Ideal for outdoor 
fires or as decorative garden planters.

Credit card accepted.

Call Ken Watkins - 08 6117 3720

election of solid metal fire pits

Planter

Fire Pit

Midland Men’s Shed provides a safe, 
inclusive and welcoming environment 

where men can connect, learn new 
skills and work on meaningful 
projects with like minded men.

Members might choose to participate 
in metal working, wood working, 
paint pictures, make music with the 
Rockin’Shedders or learn 3D printing  
in our superb workshop. This is all there 
for you if you wish to join in.

We meet every weekday morning to 
socialise, drink coffee or tea together 
and make a few friends. 

Contact Andy 0419 921 805  
or Mos 0447 377 009 

email: mosso.franklin@gmail.com 
34 Swan Avenue, Midvale

We welcome new members! 

“Let’s keep  

local people  

in work”

ACROSS
17 	 Improper
18 	 Safe
20 	 Enjoy a party
21 	 Goes off  course
23 	 A sheepdog
24 	 Deep gulch
25 	 Separate
27 	 Mix in
29 	 Tastes
33 	 Well-behaved
34 	 Paid in full
38 	 Oozes out
40 	 Distinctive figure
42 	 Buccaneers
45 	 Take out
47 	 Bemused
49 	 Tender
50 	 Small watercraft
51 	 Lines
52 	 Beg
53 	 A silk fabric
54 	 Even
56 	 Release grip
58 	 Former currency
60 	 Having plenty
62 	 Rub off
64 	 Test depth
65 	 Courage
66 	 Lovely lady
67 	 Turn inside out
69 	 Bidding
72 	 Piece of poor meat
74 	 Book of maps
75 	 Was on board
77 	 Girl’s name
80 	 Skins
83 	 Nuisance
85 	 Body part
88 	 Gives over
90 	 One in charge
93 	 List of figures
94 	 Take action 

against
95 	 Favourite
96 	 Tangle
97 	 Takes away breath
98 	 Outfit
99 	 Sham
100	 Self  importance
101	 For all time
102 	 Is made of
104 	Appeals
106 	Drifting cloud
108 	Birds of peace
111 	Buyers
113 	 Indian currency
117 	Make pay-back
120 	Stoppage in play
121 	Endures
123 	Full
125 	Steered
126 	Dig out

128 	Dope horses
129 	Friendly
130 	Orders away (5,3)
133 	Turns around
136 	Amazed
137 	Sound system
138 	Newspaper man
139 	Fall to pieces
143 	Develop
145 	Diplomacy
147 	Apprentice
148 	Gave money back
152 	Menace
154 	A club
155 	Good spirits
156 	Droop
158 	Very drowsy
159 	Wear off
160 	Price charged
161 	Small drink
162 	Messenger
163 	Rents
166 	Gets to know
167 	Retained
170 	An attempt
172 	Ornamental 

edging
175 	Explosion
178 	Sit for picture
180 	Open to view
181 	A flower
182 	Senior
184 	Farewell
185 	Shove
186 	Boring tool
187 	Legal defence
188 	Pacific Islands 

group
191 	Mass of frozen 

water
195 	Romantic 

interlude
198 	Comes down
202 	Small projectile
205 	Nonverse
206 	Weird
207 	Phone message
208 	Old author
209 	One over par (golf)
210 	Makes tougher
211 	Wine container
212 	A vest
213 	Records
214 	Measuring device
217 	Uncovers
222 	Add to another
225 	Hide away
229 	Brief  in speech
231 	Cherish
232 	Time in office
233	 Quality of sound
234 	A task
235 	Put down

236 	Copied
237 	A fruit

DOWN
1 	 Lively dance
2 	 Employed
3 	 A defeat
4 	 Article
5 	 Factual
6 	 Writing fluids
7 	 Prison room
8 	 Without equal
9 	 Took in charge
10	 Single part
11 	 Dregs
12 	 Run slowly
13 	 Sinful
14 	 Pleased
15 	 Word of sorrow
16 	 Memo
18 	 Drink slowly
19 	 A lug
22 	 Lure
26 	 A jacket
28 	 Slack
30 	 Foreign
31 	 Oyster stone
32 	 Pitchers
35 	 Ooze out
36 	 Of ocean 

movement
37 	 Throw out
39 	 Looks secretly
41 	 Wavers
42 	 Pursed the lips
43 	 Lithe
44 	 Mystify
46 	 Turn over soil
47 	 Branded
48 	 Clean harbour 

bottom
49 	 Work
55 	 Safety release
57 	 A wine
58 	 Flow back
59 	 Choose
61 	 Go by
63 	 Sickened
68 	 Articles of clothing
70 	 Force from body
71 	 Removed hide
73 	 A fruit type
76 	 Sea mammals
78 	 Smell badly
79 	 Most spiteful
81 	 Short break
82 	 Some currency
84 	 Part of garment
86 	 Great lover
87 	 US vehicles
88 	 Tribal groups
89 	 Outlay
91 	 Carrying weapons

92 	 A mistake
103 	 Of all the people
104 	 Small vegetable
105 	 Decreased
107 	 Sing softly
109 	 Late in the day
110 	 Ready
112 	 Thrust out
113 	 Drives back
114 	 Satisfy
115 	 Back of neck
116 	 Attack plane
118 	 Most recent
119 	 Make loved
122 	 Soap froth
124 	 Cooked tarts
127 	 Theme for talks
131 	 Before
132 	 Having 

reservations
134 	 Stand for statue etc
135 	 Louse egg
140 	 Earth compound
141 	 Looks rudely
142 	 Type of carbonate
144 	 Keen
145 	 Painful labour
146 	 Locks of hair
147 	 Fees
149 	 Well renowned
150 	 Cut in a stick
151 	 Artist’s stand
153 	 Bird homes
154 	 Alcoholic drink
157 	 Spaces
158 	 Tell tales (Scot)
164 	 Nautical direction
165 	 River mouth
168 	 Neck ornament

169 	 A duck
171 	 Like a lout
172 	 Unbound
173 	 Exact copies
174 	 A roofed gallery
175 	 Sops
176 	 Comes up
177 	 Acid to taste
179 	 Beginning
182 	 Historic time
183 	 Pitch
189 	 Higher
190 	 Undid
192 	 Stop
193 	 Emblem
194 	 Of kidneys
196 	 Praises highly
197 	 Given germs
199 	 Send away
200 	 Large wild cat
201 	 A happening
203 	 Scanner
204 	 Bowling spells
215 	 Mountain lake
216 	 Bellow
217 	 Depend
218 	 Pledges
219 	 Light-headed
220 	 Pierce with knife
221 	 Mesh wools
222 	 Painting
223 	 Stashed away
224 	 Aid in crime
225 	 Chair etc
226 	 Headgear
227 	 Ardour
228 	 Resound
229 	 Burial place
230 	 Tear

Crossword Solution 1275 from 3 July, 2026

1276

M A G I C A L P A D L I B F L I P R E C U R O A R C H E R Y
A A R A P R O N I E V I L U R G E O E M B E R O X O
N R O A R A T I B E T N E E D L E V E N A L V R U N T U
N O D E S G T L E W I F E S A F E S A I A T H O R N
E E S P E C T R E R E E S T E E M N T T R O U N C E R G
R A N G E S L R E A D E R S E N G R A V E U G S I T E S
I E D I T H E R S T N T E M P E R E B D I S S E C T I T
S R D I S E T N N A L T I A N E
M O S Q U E D E P E N D E D A S T U T E C R E A T I O N C O U G A R
B U A N D E A R S U W A T M N G O T N L

S E T A L E A R L I E R L U R C H I N G I M P E R I L U P E T S
D R I S E N J L O V I N E N E E D S E O E A S E L E

S I F T R P U R S E R T I D D L E R S T H R E A D L A F R O
E Z O N E S R M S A V A D C O L I C A

O N C E C M E A N E R C O R N E R E D G R E A S E U E A T S
T S C A T T E R S N S N C S P D S N O D D E D I
L O L T O D D L E F E N D R E X C E L U O

P Y R O M A N I A R E O I M P U G N E I N T E R V E N E
I O P E N O R C H E S T R A V D E N G O A T D
T A U X C L H P M D I S T E N D E D H U S N G
H E M S T I T C H O A G E N D A N N A T E R M I N A T E
X E O R G A N R L O P E A C T I O N E A R
P G R A V E L E N S R L R E R C A N T E E N S A

D E A R A Y A R N E D R E S T A T E D S A Y Y E S L U R N S
R A T O L L V L V T P T R F I N D S S

M I N D U H E A R S E M I R R O R E D S E R I A L T P A I L
M I N F E R R E N A I V E E A R L Y O T L E D G E E

H E R E O E R A S E R S S E P A R A T E S A L T I R E E N O N E
N N S P A G F U T L D W T L O A L L S C

S T A T U S P R E C E D E D R E T A I N D E M E A N E D U N E V E N
T F I E R O D T E M A D E G O O
A T F L O R I S T R T D E F E R S S R A M E N D E D R C
T H E S E B M R E M O R S E P A P E R E D X I E X A C T
I R R E S P I T E I E V A L I S E U I M A T T E R S C U
S O N A R C T A T A V I D H E I R A I R H S K I E R
T O U T E A T O O L S S O L V E D T I G E R U A C E O N
I O L N I T R E R O V E R L Y R E E E I D E R R U E
C O N V E N E E D O Y E N E A R L D E S K S E D E T E S T S
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Carpentry

CARPENTER/CABINET MAKER
Sash Window Repairs / Renovations, 

Kitchens, Laundries, Robes & Vanities made 
and fitted. Doors, Frames & Architraves. 
Skirting & Shelving. 40 years experience.

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Call Terry
0401 743 027 / 9295 0797

telcocarpentry@bigpond.com

Carpentry

    
Pensioners Discount  Fully Qualified  
Free Quote      Call Mal 0400 250 761

Carpentry ✰ Joinery ✰ Cabinetmaking 
and Home Maintenance Services

✰ Doors ✰ Decks ✰ Skirting ✰ Sash Windows  
      ✰ Robes     ✰ Kitchen Installations     
✰ Flatpacks ✰ Pergolas ✰ Furniture Repairs

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Looking  
for a 

 tradie?
Now you can  

find a tradie in  
the paper  

AND  
on our website  

ANYTIME GO TO:

Bobcats

MIDLAND BOBCAT HIRE
BOBCATS, 8 & 12 TON TIPPERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

Free no obligation quotes and advice
Russell & Lynn Edwards

Owner/Operator

Russell: 0417 957 597
russlynn4@bigpond.comBobcats

DW Cartage P/L

Reliable
Service

BOBCAT - TRUCK
EXCAVATOR
ROCKBREAKER
• Bobcat works, Earthworks & Truck Hire
• Driveways – Removals / Prep / Construct
• Excavation / Trenches / Drainage / Soakwells
• Shed & Tank Pads / Rockbreaking & more ...

DAVE 0417 096 614
DW Cartage & Earthworks

Roofing

YOUR LOCAL  
ROOF SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & REPAIRS

•   METAL ROOFING |  NEW AND REPLACEMENT

•   GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES |  NEW AND REPLACEMENT

•   ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS

•   MAINTENANCE

•   LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

sales@prowestroofing.com.au

C O N T AC T  P E T E  F O R  A  F R E E  Q U OT E

9274 7663
prowestroofing.com.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E  &  R E P A I R S

• GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• METAL ROOFING | NEW AND REPLACEMENT

• ROOF COATING AND RESTORATIONS
• MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS AND ROOF REPORTS

0433 678 330

Ceilings

ALL SMALL JOBS 
ALL REPAIRS & NEW ADDITIONS

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
9295 2041 OR 
0402 270 688

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

CEILINGS & WALL 
RESTORATION

Concrete

B.C. CONCRETE DESIGN
     
Cracked Pea Gravel/Exposed Aggregate

Crossovers • Shed Floors • Drives  
House Extensions • Patios 
Bobcat & Truck

0457 611 348  Call  
Anytime

Tree Services

Payne’s Tree  Payne’s Tree  
ServicesServices

Call Clint on 0455 132 014
paynestreeservices.com.au

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICEFREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
• MULCHING • LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING  
• TREE LOPPING

TLC Tree Services has merged with TLC Tree Services has merged with 

Tree Services

For all your Treelopping and
Stumpgrinding Needs

HILLS TREE
SOLUTIONS

• Locally owned & operated
• Fully Insured
• Horizon Power Accredited

• Call 24/7
• Cheapest Prices Guaranteed
• Servicing All Areas

CALL 9295 6511
OR 0414 438 610

Tree Services

Helping people manage trees for over 30 years

Michael Byrne Dip. Arboriculture  
0411 750 342
www.cpdtrees.com.au  

arborist@cpdtrees.com.au

Limestone

Michael’s  
Stonework

Limestone & Coffee Rock
Small Retaining Walls, Steps,  

Pillars, Stone Pitching, Garden Beds
For a FREE quote & reliable service call:

0427 190 273

Servicing  
All areas

Plumbing

*conditions apply                       PL9956

Hi I’m Local
In Your Area 
Hot Water 

Expert

Plumbing
Emergencies 24/7

6244 3226

$0 
Call 
Out*

 ✔ Senior  
Discounts
✔ Upfront  

Pricing 
 ✔ Fast  
Plumber
✔ Drains,  

Taps, Toilets

Plumbing

The Tap
Doctor

Call Today 1300 655 827

FOR ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• Taps   • Burst Pipes
• Toilets   • Leak Detection
• Hot Water Systems  • Blocked Drains

Our Service Will Amaze You
www.thetapdoctor.comPL6703 GF10208

Plumbing

         *conditions applyPL9956
6118 6368

Plumbing

*conditions apply

9468 2581

PL9956

Specialising in
All Tiled Roofing

New Roofs
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Quotes – Aaron Carter
Mob: 0417 930 817

AMC ROOFING

Roofing

Roofing

TILED ROOF RESTORATIONS
0447 234 603
Call Kieren today for a free quote
admin@ridgecapking.com.au

Roofing

A Backable Able Business

For all your Roof Tile Repairs

Specialising in: Leak Repairs • Gutter Clean 
• Tiling • Re-ridging • Re-pointing

DJ’sConstructionsROOF TILE  
REPAIRS

Contact David for a free quote on 
0413 240 203 or 9255 4003

Carpentry

MORGAN CARPENTRY & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE WORK

• 15yrs commercial & residential experience • Insured 
• Fully qualified, professional & reliable • No call out fee  

• Full police clearance • Pensioners discount  

www.morgancarpentry.com.au  e:Kdd.morgan@hotmail.com
Call Kevin 0450 538 596

FREE  
QUOTE

Roofing

Call Andrew
0408 192 021

arspecialistroofing@gmail.com

Solutions for all your  
roofing needs including 
• roof restoration • gutters  

• leaks • downpipes • sheeting  
• custom flashings • roof cleaning  

• PATIO BUILDING

Obligation 
Free  

Quote

AR Specialist RoofingAR Specialist Roofing

ECHO NEWSPAPER  
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE

When an individual or other legal 
entity (“the Customer”) requests 
Echo Newspaper (“Echo”) to place an 
advertisement in this Newspaper, they 
agree to be bound by the following 
terms and conditions:
1.	 Echo, at its sole discretion, may decline 

to publish any advertisement requested 
by a Customer. If Echo decides not 
to publish a particular advertisement, 
there is no obligation on Echo to 
disclose the reasons for its decision, 
and Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage occasioned to the Customer 
as a result of the decision. 

2.	 Echo will not be liable for any loss 
or damage caused to a Customer 
as a result of delay or as a result of 
Echo failing to place a requested 
advertisement or publishing an 
advertisement containing an error or 
omission. 

3.	 Echo may, at its sole discretion, decide 
to refund a Customer a portion of 
the cost of the advertisement if it 
forms the view that the error was not 
attributable to the Customer and the 
Customer notifies Echo of the error 
or omission before 5.00pm on the day 
the advertisement first appears in the 
Newspaper. 

4.	 Complaints concerning the accuracy 
of any invoice must be notified to 
Echo within 30 days from the end of 
the month in which the advertisement 
was published, after which time the 
Customer forfeits any rights it may 
have had to challenge the invoices. 

5.	 The Customer warrants that publication 
of the requested advertisement/s will 
not contravene any laws, whether 
statutory, equitable or otherwise, 
and agrees to wholly indemnify 
Echo (and its employees and agents) 
against all expenses, loss and damage 
arising directly or indirectly from the 
publication of the advertisement/s.

Indemnity and Warranty

Concrete

SUNJICH’S  SUNJICH’S  
CONCRETECONCRETE  

•Bobcat – Truck and Compaction  
•From Prep to Completion
FREEFREE Quotes All Areas Quotes All Areas

Call Zeljko 
0417 902 301Concrete

M i k e  0 4 0 7  9 8 9  9 2 7

TIGER CONCRETE
FREE QUOTES • NO MESS NO FUSS
Quality work, all types of concreting 

Bobcat and Truck

Plastering

All Aspects of Plastering - Concrete Skim  
Coating - Acrylic Texture Finish - Renovations

TONY 0406 675 211
easternhillsplastering@outlook.com

EASTERN HILLS  
PLASTERING
ABN 69 373 874 693

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE    FREE QUOTES

Tiling

Bathroom Renovations
& General Tiling

45 Years Exp. - Free Quotes
Call Sergio 0412 978 359

Gardening

Rubbish Removal
Mulching  
Lawn Mowing
Planting Weeding
Pruning Hedging
Yard clean ups
Ride on mowing
Spraying
Bush fire ready clean ups

Damien 0431 011 369
www.full-blowngarden.com

FREE
QUOTES

FULLY
INSURED

ABN: 77 592 171 029

All Areas

Garden Maintenance

Electrical

EC007258EC007258Mrs Fixit!Mrs Fixit!
Female Electrical ContractorFemale Electrical Contractor

Free Quotes & No Call Out FeesFree Quotes & No Call Out Fees
TV / ANTENNAS • LIGHTS • POWER POINTS  

SAFETY SWITCHES / RCD’S • SMOKE DETECTORS  
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE • HOT WATER SYSTEMS  

Seniors Seniors || Pensioners  Pensioners || HCC Discounts HCC Discounts
MARDI GLADWELLMARDI GLADWELL 0430 035 345 0430 035 345

Electrical

Electrical
Andrews Electrical Systems Pty Ltd

Residential
Commercial 
Industrial

üElectrical Installations  
üElectrical Maintenance  
üAir Conditioning  
üTelephone and TV  
üCCTV and Data

Established 25 years • High Quality Guaranteed

Call Andrew 0420 956 432
Email: andrewsesperth@gmail.com EC

12
46

7 
 L

17
45

82

Handyman

allwork HANDYMAN
SERVICES

SPECIALISING IN ALL INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR HOME MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping • Flat Packs • Painting
• Limestone Walls • Reticulation • Brickpaving
• Gutter Cleaning • Carpentry • General Repairs

Contact Trevor 0424 130 555

Window Cleaning

tataniawindows@gmail.com

TATANIA’STATANIA’S
Window CleaningWindow Cleaning

Police 
Clearance0467 282 1270467 282 127

Homes, Shopfronts, Offices,  
Tracks & Flyscreens  

Electrical

Handyman

Mal 0400 250 761

✰ Fencing ✰  Gutter Cleaning ✰  Shelving 
✰  Furniture Repairs ✰  Painting ✰  Tiling ✰ Paving 

✰  Carpentry ✰ Property Maintenance
             ✰  High Pressure Cleaning

Almost anything - just ask!
Pensioners Discount  Free Quote

Painting

Tim Neideck Painting

qfpaintingqualityfinish@outlook.com

Old or New. Big or Small.

Ph: 0433 600 485

Reg. No. 100548 & 100506 ABN 91 106 933 717

Bobcats

Carpentry

Painting Tree Services

Ceilings

Concrete

Gardening

Handyman

Limestone

Plastering

Plumbing

Roofing

Tiling

Painting

PAINTING
0414 289 145

WA COMPANY

 PERTH PAINTING CONTRACTORS REG 6173
WWW.PERTHPAINTING.COM

CALL TREV

REPAINTS • INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

 DISC. AVAILABLE

Painting

Tree Services

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Support your  
local Business

“Let’s keep  

local people  

in work”

Window Cleaning

SPACE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS  

ADVERTISEMENT

ASK ABOUT OUR  

GREAT PRICES 
FOR TRADES
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To advertise your 
situations vacant  

call 9374 6666

MASTERS PLUMBINGAS  
All Plumbing & Gas work, 
Blockages, Hot water 
units, Leaks, Renovations,  
B u r s t  p i p e s .  2 4 / 7 
E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e . 
N O  C A L L  O U T  F E E 
David:  0416 644 191. 
PL-9554 GF-011284

New gyprock walls and 
ceilings. Repair old ceilings. 
Professional tradesman. 
Peter 0400 993 387.

Repair all leaks. Roof 
painting & coating. Call 
Markus - 0433 958 025.

“Let's keep local  
people in work”

Ceiling Repairs

Gutter cleaning & solar  
panel cleaning. Jason 
0421 455 546.

Gutter Cleaning

Solar Panel Cleaning with 
Anti Mould & Solar Wax 
Treatment. 0421 455 546.

Solar Services

Plumbing

MEDALS and Militaria 
bought by genuine local 
collector top prices paid 
0407 982 215.

Wanted to Buy

V i d e o  Tr a n s f e r s  t o    
USB starting from $45 - 
6393 7298. 

Custom Video  
& DVD Solutions

SEPTIC TANKS PUMPED. 
Blocked drains. 

Septic tanks repaired. 
Leach drains renewed 

and repaired. 
Storm water drains. 

Gas/Elec hot water installs. 
Same day.  

Pensioner discount. 
Call Trevor 0419 773 111.

Drainage

Firewood for sale. Dry 
Jarrah/Marri 6x6 cage load. 
Free Delivery. 0429 988 
079.

Ute load of dry seasoned 
hardwood. Cost $350. 
Contact Shane. 0422 652 
249.

Firewood

Steve Gregory painting 
service. Mobile 0417 926 
027. Reg # 5098.

For al l  your paint ing 
needs. Call Markus today 
- 0433 958 025.

Painting & Property Main-
tenance. 0477 660 703. 
Local.

WILLIS BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICE  
Specialising in all house 
maintenance, pergolas, 
decking, verandas, paint-
ing and carpentry. 0487 
093 355.

ALL YOUR NEEDS - ex-
teral / internal painting & 
roof painting, high pres-
sure cleaning & odd jobs 
& gyprock repairs - call 
Markus today - 0433 958 
025.

Handyman

Slashing, mowing, wool 
buying, firebreaks & prop-
erty cleanups. Ian 0458 
510 048.

Hobby Farm 
Services

Ride on mowing services 
in the Hills area. Ph 0400 
365 887.

Lawn Mowing

Painting

Bathroom Regrouting. 
Call Andrew 0413 158 763.

Regrouting

Roofing

Roof leaks, gutter clean-
ing, solar panel cleaning, 
roof cleaning. 0421 455 546.

Roof Repairs

T a t a n i a ’ s  W i n d o w  
Cleaning. Tracks. Frames  
& Fly screens. 0467 282 
127.

Window Cleaning

The City of Swan has received a proposal for the above 
land.  Any interested persons are invited to view the 
documentation at the City of Swan Administration Centre, 
2 Midland Square, MIDLAND between the hours of 8:00am 
and 5:00pm Monday to Friday or on the City’s website:
https://swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au/planning/joint-
development-assesment-panel
Should you wish to comment on this proposal you may do 
so via the Online Feedback Form available on the City’s 
website on or before 7 August 2026.

CITY OF SWAN
PROPOSED EARTHWORKS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED SITE 
LOT 20 ADELAIDE STREET, HAZELMERE WA 6055

Stephen Cain 
Chief Executive Officer
City of Swan
PO Box 196, Midland, 6936

 
 

Optus is proposing to upgrade the exis1ng mobile phone base sta1on on 
the monopole at Whiteman Park, Gnangara Rd, Whiteman WA 6068 

 
RFNSA Site Number: 6068002 

 
In summary, this upgrade will comprise of: 
• Installa1on of four (4) new panel antennas (each not more than 2.8m in length); 
• Installa1on of eight (8) new remote radio units (RRUs); 
• Installa1on, reloca1on and removal of ancillary equipment, including but not limited 

to RRUs, mast head amplifiers (MHAs), mounts, feeders, cabling, combiners and other 
associated equipment; and 

• Internal works within the exis1ng equipment shelter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Having	
your	say	

We invite you to provide your feedback or request further 
informa1on by contac1ng us at: 

Contact: Russell Carman 
Phone: 0447 240 015 
Email: Optus.submissions@servicestream.com.au 
Postal address: Service Stream (Wireless) 
Level 5, 655 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

 

We will accept submissions un1l: 5pm Tuesday 28 July 2026 

For	more	information	
Scan the QR Code or visit 
www.rfnsa.com.au/6068002	

Noti%ication	

This no(fica(on is undertaken in accordance with the requirements of 
Sec(on 7 of the Mobile Phone Base Sta(on Deployment Code C564:2025. 

Optus Networks Pty Ltd A.B.N. 92 008 570 330, Service Stream Ltd A.B.N. 46 072 369 870 
 

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE AN EXISTING  
MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION AT  

Whiteman Park, Gnangara Rd,  
Whiteman WA 6068

1. Optus is proposing to upgrade the mobile phone base 
station on the existing monopole at the above address. 
RFNSA: 6068002

2. In summary, this upgrade will comprise of: 

• Installation of four (4) new panel antennas  
(each not more than 2.8m in length);

• Installation of eight (8) new remote radio units 
(RRUs);

• Installation, relocation and removal of ancillary 
equipment, including but not limited to RRUs, mast 
head amplifiers (MHAs), mounts, feeders, cabling, 
combiners and other associated equipment; and

• Internal works within the existing equipment shelter.

3. We invite you to provide your feedback or request 
further information by contacting us at: Russell Carman 
Optus.submissions@servicestream.com.au,  
0447 240 015 or by post to: Service Stream (Wireless) 
Level 5, 655 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 by  
5pm Tuesday 28 July 2026.

4. For more information, please visit  
www.rfnsa.com.au/6068002

Service Stream Ltd A.B.N. 46 072 369 870
Optus Networks Pty Ltd A.B.N. 92 008 570 330

Public Notice

JUNIOR - ADVERTISING 
SALESPERSON

If you enjoy meeting new people and have an 
outgoing personality, then this is the job for you

We are a small, privately owned and independent 
newspaper looking for an energetic and vibrant 
person to join our team.
The successful applicant will have:
• A current “C” class drivers licence and reliable 

vehicle.
• A smart appearance with a strong commitment to 

customer service and the ability to develop and 
implement successful sales strategies, including 
digital, by building and maintaining long lasting 
client relationships.

• Strong negotiation verbal and written skills with 
excellent presentation and a professional phone 
manner is a must.

This position is Monday-Friday and offers a salary 
package, including a commission structure with a 
weekly car allowance.
Please email your resume with a cover letter to:  

General Manager / Editor Peter Lewis  
E: peter.lewis@echo-news.com 
All applications will be treated  
with the strictest confidence.

The Echo Newspaper is looking to  
fill the following position

Employment

For Sale
Guildford Village Potters. 
Our retail space is now op-
erating from the workshop 
at the back of 22 Meadow 
St Guildford. Open 10am-
3pm weekdays, 10am-4pm 
weekends.

LITL Electrical 
All types of electrical work 

& air conditioning.  
Jeff Overton  
0483 858 603.  

EC14844

Electrician

www.echonewspaper.com.au

Public Notice

Painting

For very competitive prices 
and old fashioned service 
ph Nathan on 0409 247 293 
(Reg. No. 6605).

AAA PAINTING  
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Wanted

Gardener wanted $25/hr 
neg. 4 hours per week. 
Whipper snipping essen-
tial. Ring 0439 278 368 
between 10am and 12pm 
Saturday.

Ian Mac's whipper snip-
ping, chain sawing and 
weeding. Small tree lopping 
jobs. 0426 211 137.

Bilby's Garden Services 
Weed,  Prune,  Mow &  
Slash. Free Quotes 0416 
855 335.

Gardening

Sheba is a three-year-
old rottweiler. She 
is best suited for a 
one dog home as she 
doesnt get along with 
other dogs or cats. She 
is a very good guard 
dog. Sheba is steri-
lised, vaccinated, and 
microchipped. Costs 
Apply. Contact Bakers 
Hill Dog Sanctuary on 
9574 1438.

Woofer of the weekUpcoming Events
•  Kalamunda Prostate Cancer Support Group meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at Falls Farm, 41 Cagney Way 
Lesmurdie from 10am-1pm. For more information call Roy 9295 
2522 or Ray 0427 095 892.
•  Mundaring CWA meets on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 10am at the CWA Centre (Sculpture Park), Jacoby 
Street, Mundaring. There is a general meeting and cuppa with 
craft and social to follow until 3pm. New members and visitors 
welcome. For more information call Marg on 0417 956 628.
•  Midland Men’s Shed Social Tuesday is every Tuesday from 
9.30am to 11.30am in the Baptist Church Hall, Bellevue. Our 
workshop at 34 Swan Avenue Midvale is open Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday from 8am to 11am. Call Andy on 
0419 921 805.

•  Midland Lawn Tennis Club meets for social tennis at 9am 
every Wednesday and Saturday at 21 Patterson Drive, Middle 
Swan. All ages and standards of play welcome, and they have 
senior and junior teams that compete in Tennis West pennants.  
For more information email playtennis@midlandtennis.com.au
•  The Highland Highnesses Red Hat Group meet monthly at 
the Kalamunda Uniting Church Hall. We are a joyful sisterhood 
of women who meet for lunch, laughter, theatre outings, bus 
trips, celebrations and adventures. If you are ready to add more 
fun, friendship and fabulousness to your life join us. For more 
information call Kerry on 0411 227 814.
Noticeboard is for non-profits and community groups ad-
vertising free/low cost events/programs. Entries must be 
emailed to editorial@echo-news.com two weeks before the 
event.
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Commercial

Rural & CountryLocal Real Estate
THE number of properties advertised for sale in Perth 
surpassed 6000 at the end of June, according to the latest 
data from Real Estate Institute of WA (REIWA).

This was 14.8 per cent higher than at the end of May, and 
58.3 per cent higher than a year ago.

It is the first time active listings have been more than 6000 
at the end of a month since April 2023.

REIWA President Suzanne Brown said the rise was due to 
an increase in new listings over the past few months and a 
softening of demand.

“The number of new listings in June is on par with the five-
year average for this month, which is positive after the short-
age of listings seen earlier this year,” she said.

“With properties coming to market in reasonable numbers 
since the end of March, the supply side of the supply and de-
mand equation has improved.

“We have also seen a noticeable change to demand in the 
wake of the federal budget and the back and forth over the 
taxation legislation. 

“Despite there being more properties on the market, sales 
activity decreased in June, more so than you would expect at 
this time of year.

“Our members have reported a decline in enquiry from po-
tential investors (and) I have also seen a reduction in activity 
from first home buyers, the very people this legislation is aim-
ing to help.

“Now that the taxation policies have passed federal parlia-
ment and we have more certainty, it will be interesting to see 
if market activity picks up in the coming months.”

Ms Brown said consumer sentiment and three interest rate 
rises were also impacting market activity.

“The interest rate rises have reduced buyers’ borrowing ca-
pacity and therefore how much they can spend when purchas-

ing a home. 
“They are also concerned about the impact of further rate 

rises on mortgage affordability, so are being much more pru-
dent with their finances,” she said.

“You also can’t ignore the role consumer sentiment is play-
ing. The uncertainty around the ongoing conflict with Iran is 
impacting some people’s decisions to sell and buy. In addi-
tion, whenever there is major change to housing-related poli-
cy, similar to what happens around an election, we often see a 
lull in market activity.”

According to REIWA data, Darlington was one of the sub-
urbs that saw the greatest percentage increase (up 122.2 per 
cent) in new house listings from the March quarter to the June 
quarter alongside Warwick which is up 140 per cent, Gwelup 
up 128.6 per cent, Huntingdale up 126.3 per cent, and Kalla-
roo up 125 per cent.

Perth property prices rose again in June, but at a lower rate 
than in previous months.

The median house sale price rose 1.1 per cent over the 
month to $930,000. 

This was 16.3 per cent higher year-on-year.
The median unit sale price increased 1.5 per cent in June 

and 21.8 per cent over the year to $670,000.
Ms Brown said the changes in market conditions had seen 

the rate of price growth slow and it was likely to slow further 
in the coming months.

“The changes in the market mean sellers are going to have 
to adjust their expectations and price their property for today’s 
market, not what they might have received a few months ago,” 
she said.

“We have seen the number of sellers discounting their hous-
es increase from one in 10 in the March quarter to three in 10 
in June, and sellers are receiving fewer offers.

The median weekly rent for houses remained unchanged at 
$750 but was 10.3 per cent higher than a year ago.

The median weekly rent for units was also stable at $700 
which was 5.3 per cent higher than June 2025.

The median dwelling rent declined 0.7 per cent over the 
month to $725 per week, however, this was 6.6 per cent higher 
than the same time last year.

Ms Brown said the Perth market had yet to see the full re-
percussions of the federal budget’s taxation changes.

“While many have chosen to remain in the market for now, 
we are finding potential investors are very hesitant to purchase 
a rental property,” she said.

REIWA data shows Darlington ranks as one of the 
top growing suburbs for house listings in the March 
to June quarter. 

More than 6000 homes for sale in Perth

AFTER three straight defeats, 
Swan United FC overcame Bal-
lajura AFC 3-2 in their recent 
Belt Up amateur premier divi-
sion soccer clash.

The round 12, first-team fixture 
was closely contested at the Swan 
Italian Sporting Club in Francis 
Street, Middle Swan.

“We have been on a tough run 
the last few weeks so pleased to 
come away with the win,” Swan 
United coach Lee Taylor said.

“It wasn’t a great performance 
but the most important thing was 
picking up the three points and 
moving on from the last few de-
feats

“We have a lot to improve on 
but with players returning over 
the next few weeks our perfor-
mances should improve.”

The hosts were in front after 
14 minutes when John Monter-

osso raced on to a Thomas White 
through ball and finished neatly 
past the oncoming goalkeeper.

United doubled their lead mid-
way through the second half 
when good work on the right side 
by Cameron Anderson saw him 
cut the ball back to Liam Merigan 
who finished with aplomb.

But Ballajura found a lifeline 
four minutes later with Shohab 
Shujai on target.

Swan regained their two-goal 
advantage 12 minutes from time 
when White was brought down 
by the keeper and the referee 
pointed to the spot.

Monterosso stepped up and 
made no mistake from the result-
ing penalty.

Daniel Clarkson did pull one 
back for Ballajura late on to make 
it a tense final few minutes, but 
Swan held firm to take the points.

Swan United win close contest
Swan United players huddle after the game.

40-point lead for Mundaring in round 12

MUNDARING Roos have recorded a 
40-point victory over the Mt Helena Lions 
10.20 (90) to 6.14 (50), in the Lions’ first 
match back on their home ground after 
months of changeroom rebuilds.

The visitors were spearheaded by their re-
turning full-forward in Austin Thomas, who 
controlled the scoring with his nine goals. 

Even with several forced behinds, both teams 
were plagued with accuracy issues and missed 
set shots on goal throughout the day.

Both teams had early difficulties converting 
in front of a goal, managing a meager three-
goal return from 14 combined attempts be-
tween them.

The Lions capitalised just enough to take a 
slender five-point break in the first quarter.

The second quarter progressed in the same 
vein as the first, although Mundaring swung the 
lead back into their favour as the term went on.

Roo Dylan O’Loghlen rebounded several 
of the Lions’ forward entries, kicking the ball 
back into the centre where teammate Sam But-
ler marked and in turn spotted up Kyle Tenardi 

deep in the Roos’ forward line.  
At the end of the second quarter, Mundaring 

had moved out to an 11-point lead.
Lion Matt Ellwood moved back into defense 

to help teammate Marshall Hearne, who was 
under the pump from the continuous Roo en-
tries.

Lion Chase Brydson teamed with Aiden 
Beaman to get the ball forward for the Lions to 
score their only third-quarter goal.

The last quarter saw Thomas score all four of 
Mundaring’s goals to seal the match.

At the final siren, it was the Roos by 40 
points, but both teams will be looking forward 
to regaining key players from injury after the 
general bye as they work towards finals when 
they could again lock horns. 

The Hills Football Association’s general bye 
is held this coming weekend as a combined 
squad of 30 players, plus coaches and support 
staff, take part in the Nutrien AG Country Foot-
ball Carnival from July 10 to 12.

Over 600 of the state’s best country football-
ers will be competing in the three-day, three-di-
vision carnival, and full fixtures have been 
posted on the HFA’s Facebook page.

BRIAN PALLISTER

Mundaring secured a victory by the final siren, after a tight back-and-forth first half. 
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NDIS Registered Provider

Sleep well. Live well. Great life.
Mobility in Style

Our lift chair recliners o�er 
the perfect combination of 
comfort, performance and 
style, making them both 
functional and an elegant 
addition to your home.
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Pathrider 10 DX 
(EZ Turn) Scooter

Key Features:
• 2 motors 
• Massage and Heat
• Fabric or Leather
• Lumbar Support and Headrest
• 2-Year Electrical Warranty

NOW from

$1099

Split King Adjustable Base and Mattress

• Head and Foot Raise
• Programmable Memory Positions
• Zero Gravity, Anti Snore
• One Touch Flat Button & Torch
• Wireless Remote Control
• Backup Battery
• Adjustable Legs
• 10-Year Warranty + 

2-Year Electrical Warranty 

FREE DELIVERY PERTH METRO
FREE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 
OF OLD MATTRESS
CALL US ON 
1300 BARKERS (227 537)

FREE IN-HOME TRIAL. RENT TRIAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR NDIS CLIENTS.

Follow us on 
Interest-Free and 
Lay-by Options 

Available.
T&Cs Apply.

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 

9.30am-5pm

NEW LOCATION
321 Great Eastern Hwy, Midvale 

Opposite Clark Rubber.

n 

https://barkersbeddingandmobility.com.au/
Perth’s most trusted brand 

for more than 50 years

“Personal service, 
professional advice, 
at the right price!”

“Locals 

Supporting 

Locals"

Key Features:

Lift Chairs

$3500
NOW

Walkers

20% 
OFF
Selected 
Walkers

FOR 
ONLY

Don’t miss out! 
Limited stock 

available.

Go Light 
Scooter

$3495FOR 
ONLY

Key Features:
• Range Per Charge: Up to 25 km
• Max Weight Capacity: 158 kg
• Maximum Speed: 8.9 km/h
• Length: 119.4 cm Width: 56.2 cm
• Colour: Viper Blue

$3495

Your ultimate travel 
companion—lightweight and 

compact at only 15.6 kg.

FOR
ONL

Yo
compa

com
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Key Features:
• Operational Range: Up to 15 km
• Safe Working Load: 125 kg
• Cobalt Blue and Red
• Easily Transportable
• Motor Power: 150 W
• Removable Battery
• Battery: Lithium 25.2 V 10.4 Ah
• Ergonomic seat design

• Turning Radius: 259 mm
• Adjustable Tiller
• Indoor & Outdoor Use
• Optional Accessories: 

Rear Front Bags
• Dimensions: 

1054 × 454 × 889 mm
Folded Dimensions 807 x 
454 x 459 mm. (L x W x H)

Style, 
Comfort and 
Performance. 

MedAlert 4G Watch

HEART RATE MONITOR

BLOOD PRESSURE FUNCTION

TWO WAY COMMUNICATION

FALL DETECTION ALERTING

Includes Monitoring

$499

HEART RATE MONITOR

Follow us on our socials 
to stay in the loop!

And catch the digital newspaper 
on our website every Thursday!!

echonewspaper.com.au

Scan now  
to subscribe

Our Social handles

@EchoNewsmidland @EchoNewsWA@Echo_Newspaper

Your FREE Local Weekly  
newspaper is also available from 
local outlets or subscribe NOW 
to get Echo News emailed direct 
to your inbox.

Visit our website to see all the 
latest news. Tailor your news 
your way with our location filters. 
Also see the online crossword 
and gig guide

SINCE 1985
NEWS


